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TO THE RIGHT 


| HONOVRABLE 


EDWARD D'SACKVILE, 
EARLE OF DORSET, 
Baron of Buckhurſt, Lord Chamberlaine 
to the Queenes Maieſty, 


Knight of the Noble Order of the — 


1 — one of bis ¶ Maieſt ies moſt 
 nowrable Prim (ouncell, 


JD 1GHT HONOV: 
n eminent, andyyell 


MN your Honour holds in the 
b her Sl (to vvhoſe Graci- 


ous 


. The Fpiitle 1 
ous Fauour the firſt Part of this my Worke 
vras beerctotore humbly. conſecratcd ) 
emboldens me in the aduentute of this 

reſent addreſſe to your Honour; nor shall 
there (I hope) any notable diſproportion 
appcarcto the eyes of the iudicious, that 
I thus purpoſcly ſelect your Honour, to 
vvayte on her Highneſſe in a printed De- 
dication, vvho at Court in ſo neere a de- 
gree , daily attend on her Sacred Perſon. 
The great, and generall applauſe vvith 
vvhichFrance hath entertained the vyhole 
Worke ia the originall, gaue encourage- 
ment to my Pen to continue that Guſt fas 
bour in the Tranſlation of this ſecond 
piece. Heere may be ſcene; The (ourt of 
agreat, and glorious Prince ſtanding con- 
ſpicuous to all eyes, like a goodly Fabri- 
que rayſed on foure Fundamentall Co- 
lumnes; Tvvo of yyhich , theSowldier , & 
che States- man, may (not improperly ) 
ſeeme to refſect on your Honour. 
The firſt, vyhen in the faire occafions 
= of his 


Dedicatory - 
of his Maieſties fit imployments, his iuſt 
Reaſon shall at any tyme, call you forth 
into Action; The ſecond in the preſent, 
add frequent vſe he hath of your vvel ma- 
| tuted Counſels : Both vvhich, by maſcu- 
line Courage, and ſober Wiſdome (apt- 
ly perſonated in Conſtantine, and Boetius) 
| are heere preſented to the lyfe, as ſtrong 
\ patternes for Imitation. 
It is your Honours Patronage, that thus 
| brings them vvith the reſt into the fruitiõ 
blk English Ayre, and me by this opportu- 
nity into the gratefull acknovvledgment 
| of many fauours teceyued from your Ho- 
nourʒ vvhich ſince! cannot make knoyyne 
by more rcall Demonſtrations , I offer 
this poore endeauour to ſupply the plen- 


tifull deſires of him, vvho teſolues to per- 
fiſt, 


The humble denoted ſeruant , 
of your Honour, 


The eAuthors Dedicatory, 


TO THE 
VVIS DOME OF 
GOD INCARNATE. 


Ternall VV ISEDOME , Ja 
preme Intelligence , 75 me pro- 

Hare before the Alyſſe of your Greats 
and Diuine 9 ae — the the 
mage of my Perſon, and Boale; aclnouv- 
ledging the NOT HING batb of the the ane a 
an x. and proteſting! to bane nei ither dpi⸗ 


rit, nor Pen, vubich is nat of Tau, and far 
Tou, vvho are the Source of good Thoughts, 
and A ccomplichment of allp 

Diſcourſes, 
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r SEES 


CONTEINING 
The Defigne, and Order of this Booke ] 


—— — — 


BY, e (is ſpecks properly ) but Ne 
A ore Heaven een. which that 
* 1% — onfqans 


ome laitin 
cluſcon ve 've find thee — — 


Fees Which are writtey e 
Zee the 


—— fee 22 . I expoſed 
— 2 Tame ub Holy ourt, — ach a throng of vri- 
tere, ast verewighthe — reaſon, fu Vearrged 4 litle 


A into a great River, & bu¹ ben 1 ken ſome Truths 


r ver IIb L. 
hors T wu og as + at — — by 1 law — 


of Nece ſvity , and honourable for the multitude , and — of 
thoſe „ vhich are there to be found. 


re } foeghar Cal, vie gxidled our limes, 
ua war ke jh ee 


fee, 
pennes, hath bn. 
Nas, 8 that ar is hath exceeded the merits of its Amth 
z 


Tarn PxBFACE, 
beth it ſurmounted his con. , expoſing it ſelſe Vith ſame fruit; 
— , by an endeauour , vb bich I (hall neuer thinke ill 


7255 hath agayne pat the pen into my hand, to continue the 
fequele : ee Honourable perſoma 17 haue perſuaded 


me , with motiues ſo reaſonable, that hauing [mall ability to un- 
deriake a ſecon "If e pover 30 refuſe 
ft. 


labeur, I had likewiſe 
Such , at ctmpliyne, my Pen hath not ſoom inouch ed 
their deſires ne — that though tardyneſſe 1 2 
ther ſomewhat vnplcaſing, yet are not the chu therefore 
deformed. The produdtion v1 good Bookes , ſhould not reſemble 
that bf cert — Which according to the ſaying an An- 
cient, iſſue from their mothers before they are 1 orne ; but we 
— 4 long tyme — , and foment — in our minds , before 
z are in publique : for it is a very poore attempt by 

— 2 9 — be 24 to hape — Uber thi hang ut bee erg 
Lt to fayle en leyſure. I rat —__ 
faxed raſbneſſe then delay, becauſe in this mortall Nate, 
Ne afar af all aur perfeftett actions , are no other then 
ge es of Perfection. 

— be 2 without exrenaat ing the worth of ſome 
er Spirits, Who make expedition and g e walk 2 
in hand ; it being abſurd, that thoſe who are to imitate 
them , ſhould boaſt infirmityes , oppoſite to their abilities. For 
my part, I content ny ſe fi, to gayne fanour , and reputation , 
from the workes of others, reſeraing nouzht els , but traucll for 
myne ovnc. And although , I endeaunouring , nexer fynd ſuf 
ficient [atisfaltion imthis boote, to pleaſe thoſe Readers whome 
1 r 1 not , but I hauc in ſome 
1. ore anſo wered t defer cf « 

For in this ſecond V olume I treat of the Courts of Con- 
ſantine the great, the mo Valẽtiniana, Gratian, Theodo- 
fus 


Tux Pair ie | 
fs theelder, Theodorick u Boetws his cauſe, Clodoueus, 
Clotilda , Leuigildus, He: mingildus, and Indegondis , 
is ſuch ſort, that I haze ſelefted the principell ſardines of areas 
Ones in the firſt jix Ages of Chrittianity , which vill not be 
ſleightly ciſured by thoſe, who better laue to finiſh a vorke, then 
vnbaundediy diitend it. 

- CMoreower alſoto be better then my —_ in my firil v8 +, 
bye bawing talen abe Court in general, I heere deſcend ints _ 

ticulars : + as there are foure ſortes of Perſons , Which com- 
poſe the life of great Ones, that is to ſay, the Prelate, the Soul- 
dier, the States-man, and the Court Lady haue made abriefe 
T able of the conditions neceſſary in every Hate couched in foure 
diſcourſes purſued Vith as. many bookes of Hitories, Which 
conteyne excellent models of Vertues, proper to all orders , and 
Hazes of life, in perſons mot eminent, 

Jauer, my Reader , that theſe Su es Pre- 
cepts , Which 1 haue cuntrac lcd in ſo few vordis (it being in my 
power to enlarge them in diners V alumes ] are not vnprofite= 
blez and the Hifories are ſo choſen , that beſides their maicity,, 
Thich wnfeldeth the goodlyett affayres , and paſſages of Empire 
in ile begi of their Chriitjanity, they haue alſo a certaine 
ſweerne(ſe phich ſolid ſpirits (hall find as much to tranſcend fa: 
bles, and moderne eloquence, as the ſatisf attion of Truth, ſur- 
paſſeth the ulluſions of Sorcerers. 

TY ou ſball 2 therein obſerue a large Theater of the 
Divine Prou:ae ice, wherein ¶ God himſclfe knoweth ) 1 haue 
#0 other ayme, but to dignify verine and depreſſe vice without 
any reflettion vpan the perſons of theſe times, no more then if 1 
ve in the Raigne of Chaclemaine, or S Lewis. 1 hartiy 
intreat all thoſe ſpirits of Application, Who cannot hold their 
woſe ouer a piece of worte, vnleſſe they reſent their owne funta- 
ſes z, imagining that all literature is the Eccho of their owne 
Thouzghtes, that if they hauc any Commentary to produce, — 

w 


THz" Pan — . 44 
Voulil rather male glu ſes theis e areared, my. 
Votes. We are — be runted )om fo thi/crable an» 
LAec , that ve dare not offer facrificeta Trath vithout a diſe. 

gxi/e, ſunce it is the glory of great ones, that we way openiy xage 
warre againſt vices, as their greate#t enemyes. 

For to ſpeake truely , after I had preſented my fir Tome at 
the feete of the ſacred perſon of aur great King , I lile viſe con- 

ſidered in his Court, rich, andreſpiendent Lightes,in all orders, 
which might ſerue as models for my Treatiſes: but to aud afſe= 
lation 7 all worldly complacence , I haue purpoſely decline d ity 
amy Nature, and Habit hauing already ſo alzenated me from all 

* worldly pretences , that it would proue painflull to me to court: 
any man, if he had nos Heanen , and the Starres ia give me 

fe or re xard. 

For ſo much as concerneth the forme of writing , cbſcrued 
by me in this ſecond V olume, I vill truly confeſse to my Reader, 
that I haue therein procceded , rather guided by my proper Ge- 
nius, then Art, or Cunnine. An though I beeretcfore haue 
beene curious inongh to read, and obſcruc, all what ener Greeke 
or Roman Elequence hath produced of worth: yet I confeſſe the- 

re is a certayne ray of Cod, Which coming to encounter With our 

i, & mixe with nature, is more tnoving, then all precepts g 

and I may af firme this for the initruction of T auth, Which hath 

asked my opinion concerning the qualityes , and conditions of 
ile. True it is, I haue * many bookes, Written in al Ages, 
and hauc found the wiſc it of them to be elenated mconceipts Fo. 
vardes aboue the ordinary ſiraine; but alYFayes free from affetta- 
tion. Others are ſo paſſronatly enamoure d —— petty court= 
ip: of language, which are capitall enemies of per ſuaſton, and 

which ve moſs eſpecially aught to auo ya in di courſes of Piety , 
the nerues whereof they weaken, and blemiſh the lat ye : ſince 
eue m thoſe who ſpeake to vs out of Chayres, by word, or writing, 

a4yhough in termes diſcreetly mo deft, make the leſſe impreſcions 
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| THE PREPACE; 
ex 0urharts, md many tymes ſo citeeme their awne reputations, 
gs they forget , hol much they are engaged to truth. We ſee 
thoſe who through onermuch wit, ſearch out flrange Yayes co 
teptions different from Common vnderiianding , wordes extra- 
uagant, and in all ather things ſo vehemently adore their ora 
tmaginatiant, that they cannot endure any, but themſclues in 
paper, Yhith is the cauſe they very ſeldom encounter the habit 
of humane vnderflandinge , as being true Cittyzens of Pla · 
to's Conpmon'vealth, of ability to controle all, and todo no- 
thing. Some glory in barrepeſſe. , and would Yillingly be diſple 4+ 
ſea with Gad, that he hath more plentiful,y ſoven Harres , in 
ſome partes of the A caue ni, then in others: They cus brooke no- 
thing that is generous, Vithout ſaarling, and taxing it, ſuppo- 
A2 & ſplendors are defetts , becauſe they ſurpaſſe their 
capacities. Finally, there are ſome , Who ſo furniſh themſelues 
with abr worth of others ceaſeleſie allegations , that they frame 
diſcourſes like to thoſe Helena's , all of gold, where ve can be- 
bold nothing but Drapery; not being able to diſtinguiii the hand 
from the foate, nor the eye from the face. I enter not into the cõ- 
| fderatid of aur times, haning learned rather to regard the Yorkes 
| of the meaneit writers then cenſure them. But to ſpeake ſinceriyg 
| 1 nener thought it fit to aduiſe, or purſue ſuch courſes : & 4s in 
| ethievghel | not wholy declyned learning , nor ornament of 
lignage, Which ] ſuppoſed apt for the purpoſe ,cudeanoring many 
times to enchaſe = with ſeemely accommodation; ſo haue I 
beene unwilling to repleniſh my leaues vith Authors, & forraine 
tongues, this being vndertaken,rather to perſuade vertue amg 
men emincnt, then fill the common places of young Students. 

I likewiſe baue ſo entermingled my #iyle , that not deſcen= 5. 
ding into a petty language of complement which had teene below * 
75 ſubiect ; I thought to make it intelligible , yea enen vnto 
theſe, who make no profeſſion arts, or itudy. My only ayme 1s 
$0 ſpeake, and to be underſtood, perſvaded thereunto by the ſay- 

2 my 


= 


becauſe ſo great is the quantity of them,that the number of Au- 
ws 5 „ thars 


THEr PREFACE. 
ing of Philo; That Sprach, C Thought are vo fefters , the yon- 


gell whereof is created , that the eldem may be knowne . 1 haut 


more laboured vpon the weight of ſentences , then ornament of 
vords, not at all pretending to the honour of earthly penns,Which 
ve dayly behold to grow in ſo many Authours of this Age, Who 
would ve mach more abſolute , did they apply themſelues to gra- 
wer ſubietts and in ſome ſort imitate the Sun, ho affording ad- 
miration to the vorld, hath none himſclfe. 

Notwithſtanding it often happeneth , not with the moſi e- 
minent writers , who ordinarily are endned with much modeity, 
but cert tine extremely profane ſpirits , to idolatrize the ir owne 
inuentions, to con lemne all treatiſes of worth, and valew;That 
it is impoſſible to be eloquent in our language, but in the expreſ- 
fron of vanities, and impurities. Truly if queſt ion vere made 10 
iudge of French eloquence ,the riches of Babylon, are not ſo ex- 
quijate, that they may be compared with the beauties of Ston. | 

Woilf there are Letters ,& Men, there ſhall ener be praiſe 
for the excellent bookes , which come from the hands of ſo many 
worthy Prelats , and other perſons of quality ; yea euen from the 
Laity, who haue exerciſed their file vpon arguments chaH,ho- 
wourable , and well worthy of all recommendation. I ſpeake this 
( 44 it vere ) by the Way , hating at this time no purpoſe ta en- 
large vpon recitall of an infinite number of able men, who and 
ready with pen in hand; nor likewiſe to commend thoſe of my ha- 
bit, who haue expoſed their excellent labours to publique view, 
and Which I know might be well wayted on, by a — 
choyce ſpirits of the ſame Society. | 


., But , foras much as concerneth my ſelfe , I haue already 
diſcharged my promiſe , and doubt not, but that in theſe fover 
Model's, I haus ſufficiently abbreniated the whole ſcope of my 
deſirne . For the rei, I thinke the bookes of Dewotion that are 


publiſbe , ought to be rare, and extraordinarily well digefted, 


— @— — — 


ge number . # 
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THE PREFACE 
thors will quickly exceed the proportion of Readers. Diſtaſt, & 
a worme , Which Aicketh on the moli reſplendent beauties; and 
although one thing may be excellent, xe muit not therefore glut 


any man vit T4174 all good offices turne into contempt, 


ö and charity make it ſelfe troubleſome. Tea ſoit is, that ve mu 
| confeſſe, pieces vell ſelefled, and curiouſly handled ,can neuer 
' } ſo ſuperabound in number, atto offend thoſe , Whocan diſlin- 


guiſb of merit 
For if it be true, as F baue heard, that there are many good, 
and learned Religious men of diners orders, who prepare the m- 


+ ſclnesto write upon this ſame ſubied, I am very glad, and pro- 
| tefitſhallbe arcoprable to me,becanſe, ſo they may perfeci what 
| 1 haue gs „ with more profit, then my ſeife. Behold heere the 


cauſe, vy] Hay my pen, and if there be ought good in this Vo- 
lume, I lookt v pon is as that mirror, x hich vas fixed on the wall 
of the Arcadian Temple, Where thoſe who beheld themſclues, 


/a inflted of their faces, the repreſentation of the Dininity 
they adored. So in all this, Which — a profit my Reader, I 
view nothing of myne ou, bat in it pa 1A tae Father 
' of Lieht, vho is the Source, and end of all, vhich is in vs eſice- 
mcd , and whony 1 humbly leſcech, if there be, any 
1 thing attracliue in this diſcourſe , he would he pleaſed to draw 
" itupred, as the Adamant , tranſporting ſuch as ſhall read it 
To abe laue of their Crratour, to whom is due the tributt of all. 


Iighe 1276 
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honours,as to him who is the beginning of all perf; clm. For 


nor to difſemble a truth , he that more regardeth to rite , then 


j 


ſhall qlbuayes hauc trouble enough to de end himſel from mo- 


tles, rates, and oblinion. And though he ſbould le aden with 
the applauſe; of the Male vorld, in's paſſionate life, it de e, 


Lut to gayne a ſilly ſacrifice of ſmole Without him , to harbour 


59 22 8 4 * 


to ling, charting his pen, and neglecting. his ane conſcience. 


fer aud jempeits vithin his anne hoſes |. 1 4 
k . Ove [ , "= . 5 * 1 "Þ 5 N. cu. 
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HOLY COVRT: 


" SECOND PART. 


Tothe N obility dedicated to the Church, 
YRS. 


The Benefits you haue receaued 
from God, & Examples the Weale pu- 
blique expecteth from you, are ſo eſaẽ - 
0 tiall obligations of Duty, that when 
7 we ſpeake of the Piety of Great Ones, you inſtantly are 

ſelected out, to hold the firſt ranke therein, and to be 
the Cauſe, that Vertues which euer are voluntary, may 
turne/ as it were) into Title of Neceflity.. For to ioyne 
the Clergy to Nobility , is to conuert two thinges to- 
gether, which are, both in Nature and the Ghoſpell, ve- 
ry eminent. It is to profeſſe ones ſelfe an honeſt man by 
birth, and dignity ; to ſtand on a Pinacle, and ſerue as 
a Torth; to - ts. your Word into Law, and Lyfe into 
Example. | 
A The 


£ 
* 


— — 


2 The Dedicatory . 
Daniel.nn. | The Biſhops of all ages, haue beene eſteemed amõgſt 
z- Diowy, men as the ſtarres in the firmament , whereof the Pro- 
— phet Daniel ſpeaketh; as the Senatours of Heauen; the 
dci Fathers of the common wealth; the Interpreters of God: 
Hierat· the Mzdiatours of the mariage contracted betweene the 
hy. Lambe, and the heauenly Jeruſalem. 

Behold the cauſe why we euer thinke , it is to wiſh a 
good worke, to deſire a Biſhopricke , taking the words 
of the Apoſtleinaſenſe , which more flattereth ſenſua - 
lity, then informeth the conſcience zand "'Y that the 

aſſage to Oiſices, and ſecular dignities, afFcloſed v 
hes many with barres of gold and ſiluer, whome birth 
ſeemeth to inuite therunto ; = hope to repayte them - 
lelues on the ſpoyles of the Church, where ſuch who 

roceed by ſenfuall „and worldly wayes , oftentymes 
es poyſon, and death hidden vnder a ſeeming ſweet- 
neſſe. 

For (Syrs) we muſt tell you, your dignities, how 

— eminent ſoeuer they be, are like the rooffe of the Tem- 

Ezcchiel ple in Ieraſalem, which had flowers among gilded prick- 

out oflo- les, in my opinion to teach Biſhops , that Myters bore 

— dered with gold, and diuerſiſied with ſtones, had not- 

warres.c, Withſtanding their points and prickings. 

6. Had we as — eyes open towards heauen, as 
heauen openeth to behold heere below the moſt ſecret 
actions — , we ſhould be ſtroken with horrour to 
to ſee an Eccleſiaſticall dignity fall to the lot of a depra- 
ued Spirit, which changeth all the abilities thereof to 
incentiues for ſinne, and to make of his proper Hogours, 
the true ſnares of his ſoule. 

But it is a common diſaſter, that the ſmoke which 
in the booke of Tub, driueth away the Diuels, doth heere 
dayly furprife men. We Rick on apparences, and if we 

_ peraing 
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The Dedicatory. 
retayne ſome Maximes of vyerity , we vſe them as letters 
written with the iuyce of a Lemon, which can hardly 
be read, but by the help of fire. . 
So that when the day of Iudgement , ſhall manifeſt yeemiavs 
it ſelfe by fyre, and that at the departure of the Soule, Hugo of 
flames ſhall be preſented, to enlighten it, euen to the bot. — — — 
tome of the Conſcience; then Rall it be, when all the graiog, 
knowledge of vertue, which wee heere on carth retayne 
ſo poore, and languilhing , ſhall appeare with enflamed 
characters for our condemnation . 
It is an admirable thing, which the good Cardinall 
Hugo, who flouriſhed about foure hundred yeares ago, 
as 2 lay on his death · bed, where with much aduantage, 
the vanities of the world are diſcouered, and when per- 
haps ſome too indiſcretly flattered him vpon the ſplẽdor 
of his dignity , ſpake in the voyce of an Oracle: Take 4- The Life 
way theſe vanities, for I proteſt , if it were to do agayne , | had oi Hugo, 
rather dye in a Monaſtery , conered viii — » then with 
the Scarlet Robe of a C ardinall. 
Yet notwithſtanding this Man had beene ſo little 
idle, that beſides the Concordances of the Bible, which 
he compoſed , and the Commentaries he made vpon the 
whole Corps of holy Scripture, he ſo couragiouſſy em- 
ployed himſelfe in the exerciſe of good workes , that be- 
ing drawne out of the excellent order of S. Deminicke, he 
retayned all his former Vertues, which had altered no- 
thing in him , but that they added to their natiue beauty 
the luſtre of Authority. 
I ſpeakc this not to informe Prelates , from whome 
I ſhould receiue inſtrucion; but to repreſent to ſo many 
of the young Nobility as we now dayly behold aduanced 
to Eccleſiallicall charges, the perill > is in Prelacyes 


which ate not guided by the pathes of a good Cõſcience. 
A 2 It is 


— 


Bern. d. 


— ag hold the higheſt place , an 


| Dedicatory . - 
It is a monſtrous — ayth holy S. Bernard ) to 
haue thc loweſt courage; 
the firſt Chayre , and the laſt Life; a tongue magnifi- 
cent, and a hand ſlothfull; much noyſe about you, and 
litle fruit; the counteance graue, and actions light ; great 
authority, and no more conſtancy then a weathercocke. 
It were a better ſight to behold an Ape on the houſe to 
and ſmoke in a candleſticke, then a Man dignifyed — 
out Merit. 
On the contrary part, when ſcience and vertue a- 
ee with Nobility to make vp a good Church-man it is 
a ſpectacle, that it might be ſayd, God to 
roduce it on earth, had taken a patterne from himſel ſe 
in Heauen. I wiſh no more faythfull witneſſes, then this 
Prelate, which I ſhall preſent vnto you, in this firſt Tres. 
tiſe, after I haue made a briefe Summary of precepts , 
which I haue purpoſely comprized in very few pages to 
render them the ear” bo for the vnderſta nding; well 
— are ſtore of bookes , * inough dila- 
ting on chis fubiec, the length of which I haue auoyded 
to attend the matter. 
Iwiſh it may haue an effect in your Harts , worthy 
of your Courage, that honouring your Dignity for 
Verrue, Vertue may enoble you, wich titles of true Glory. 
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Section 1, That it is conuentent, the Nobi- 


_ tity should gau erne the Church. 


vj 


>% BE GIN by the Aultar to meaſure the 

yy Temple of the Holy Court ; and feta Pre- _&rernitas 
2 late before your eyes, who bare Nobility, mundiex 
i into the houſe of God, and theze turnithed oben 
binſſelfe with all the Vertues , which made 4 inte- 
him ſpeake like an Oracle, and liue as:a 4 
— of the Diuinity. The Plat- —— 
, the whole order of the world dependeth on Intel- —— =” 
„which beare ſway in the motion of the firſt Hea- Vine, 


wen ; & we in imitation of them may ſay, all the ol Chri- which 
— 


ſtendome proceeds from the examples men, 20 booke 
whome the Sonne of God hath conſigned his authority on t im- 
their browes, his word in their mouthes, his bloud, & Church Printed 
in their handes. For if Bees that areengendred of the body fa 49%: 
Bull, catry euen in their entrailes, the very forme of that bull _ 
from whence they are deriued : by g much more inft Tide the , _ 4 
people will beare the markes of thoſe. home Qod hath given 4 — 


them for Doctouss, and Fachers, wherher it be by correſpou- 


dence of Nature, through cuſtome, or by imitation, whichever 
hold a very great predominanee ouer ſpiriis. diſpoſed to teceyue 
their im ons. Behold the cauſe, why a Prelate Who liueth 

e ſeale of the ſonne of 


God, on all ſoules he gauerneth, and produceth himfelte 


in as many obiects as he bath imĩtatours of his yertues. As on 


the contrary part, hewho liueth ill, in great Nobility, and di- 
guy, ba — in * but a Seraphim without 
A 3 ee 


eyes, without hart, without hands , which hath winges of a 
profane fire, able to burne the Propitiatory , it God affoard 
not his helping hand. a 

And ſot as much, as we at this day ſee the Nobility aſpire to 
Eccleſiaſticall charges, and many fathers diſpoſe their children 
thereunto , ſometimes With more teruour, then conſideration; 
this hath cauſed me to yndertake this T reaniſe tor the Nobility 
which dedicate themſelues to the Church ; aſwell to ſhew the 
purity of intention , they ought to exercite therein, as to giue 
them a faire diſcouery of the goodly, and glorious actions they 
ought to purſue in the ptactiſe thereof. I heere will firſt offer 
you a ſimple draught , which I afterward intend to adorne 
with the greatneſſe of S. Ambroſe, as with more lively colours, 

Plato reioyced to behold Princes & Gouernours of Common 
wealths to become Philoſophers, and we haue cauſe to praiſe 
God, when we conſider the children of Noble hcuſes to bend 
themſelues to prieſthood, not by oblique , and ſiniſter wayes, 
but with all the conditions, w hich their Eloud requireth, and 
ſacred dignity exacteth in ſo noble a ſubiect. 

Why ſhould we deny them Myters, Crofiers, and eminency 
in the Church ? It is ſo farre otherwiſe, that their birth mini- 
ſtreth any occaſion of oppoſition , that it rather affordeth them 
fauour both to yndertake ſuch charges with courage, and dif- 
charge their conſcience with all Oy 

The reaſons heereof arceuident : for firſt we muſt auerre, 
that by how much the mare honourable the charges are, ſo 
much the rather are they proper for ſuch , as make profeſſion 
of honour; prouided allwayes on the other ſide, they haue qua- 
lities ſuteable to thoſe miniſteryes they pretend to exerciſe. And 
are there anyin the world more ambitious of honour, then 
Noblemen ? O ſtentation is the laſt ſhirt they put off, and where 
can you finda more ſolid, and eminent honour, then that which 
bs derived from the lawtull adminiſtration of Eccleſiaſtical fun- 

ions? 


rift 48 Ariſtotle ſayth, Truths , which tranſmit themſelves throvgh the 


common ſenſe of euery man, get inio credit ( a it were) by the decree of 
nature. Now , ſuch bath beene the eſteeme of all Nations, tHat 
Kingdomes, & Common wealths being eſtabliſhed * Re- 
| igion, 
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ligion, and temporall juriſdiction, as on two Columnes, Reli- £2250» 
gion ſo much the more excelleth politique Gouernement, as — 
things divine tranſcendently ſurmount humane. And for this 5, . 
cauſe, tauours, priuiledges, and preheminences, haue euer becne 1. eribuis 
giuen to Prieſts in the greateſt, and moſt Aourithing Monar- ii 80. 
chies, and Common wealths ofthe world, as = may ſec in crate, 
Hiſtories, and in che policy of the Egiptians, Aﬀſyrians, Chat» v7 +69 
deans, Medes, Perſians , Grecians , Romans , Gaulcs, and other — =x 
Nauons. | pot 
The honour of Prieſthood gayned ſo much on the harts of — 
all people, that the Monarchs of the earth ſcemed not to tule, yer, 
but with one atme, if they made not in one, and che fame per- Enſeb. is 
ſon the alliance of Prieſthood, & Royalty : ſo that oftenty mes Chron . 
they ſhewed themſelues, as depraued in theys proceedings, as A847 
greedy in matter of honour. biſtor. 4. . 
The Roman Emperors, who ſtretched their authority as © © 
farre as the point of their launce could be extended, and Wh 
needs would be Commaunders of armes, to become thereby 
Maiſters of lawes, fayled not to ioyne the Myter, with the Dla- 
deme, and as ſoone to make themſelues great Prelates, as great 
Emperours: thinking by this meanes to haue the more power, 
ouer the harts of the people, and the leſſe oppoſition tor reſi- 
ſtance, when they had depreſl:d the forces, which might giue 
ſomeremarkeable counterpoyſe to their greatneſſe. And it is an pon . ad 
admirable thing, that the firſt Chriſtian Emperoutrs. as Con- um 
ſtantine, and his children, ſtill reteyned the ticles of the great Ch iſti wd 
Pontifices of Gentibſme , as a maxime of ſtate, leaſt forgoing this . o. 
Fantaſy of dignity, they ſhould behold themſelues bereaued of 


ems, lewell of their Crownes, © | — 
| ij is to authotiae my propoſition, which ſayeth, true ho- R 
nour belongeth 10 Ecclefiattica I charges , When they are well — 


adminiſtred: ſince the Monarchs of the world, in the very abuſe u. 
of theſe Dignities , haue begged of glory: but to deſite them or 
honour, is to diſhonour the dignicy by the vnworthineſſe of 
your deſire. So many ln how adaics, caſt themſelues ath wart 
the ſmoke, to court a Cloud, that there is allmoſt no loue left, 
but for falſe Deities. That which maker Ecclefiaſticall men ho- 
noutable, is, well to vic their titles, and embelliſh the charges, 
vw 
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ich rhe orrizment of their lines. Orberwiſe all this petty gau- 
dery, which we ſee ſparkling round about them, is very lule. 
It is not the Myter, which maketh the Biſhop , bur to be eſtee- 
med worthy of the Myter by tranſcendency in vertue, is to be 
more, then a Biſhop, without merit. 

Sometimes we beholding the Meteors of the ayre imagine 
$uperiora to ſeecrownes about the Sun, and Starres; which really are no- 
won habent thing, but yapours, compoſed of gtoſſe ayre, which illuſion co- 
corona, louteth, our imagination figureth, & the wind ſeattereth. This 
= tj to make fooles bel ieue, there are crownes — 72 this 
—— mighty ſtarre, The Sun is adorned ſufficiently with his proper 
tural. g. l. tayes z ſhould he boro his brightnefſe from the vapour: of the 
f. c- x, earth, he would no longer be the Sun: Even fois it, when with 

4 tetreſtriall, and impure eye, we conſider ſome exterior marke: 
of Eceleſiaſticall dignity; wethinke ſuch thinges make Prelats; 
and we therein are deceyued, for they are yapours of the earth, 
Which the wind, ſooner, ot later will diſſipate, He that will be 
truly reſplendent , muſt Within bimſclte beare the Source of his 
owe light. | 

Heerein conſiſteth the moſtexcellent forme of honour, when 
a Prelate allyeth ſincerity of Life, to the dignity of his place; and 
that to ſerue as an example for all noble ſpirits, who make ele- 
Aion to be of the Church, he aduaunce his extraction by the 
luſtre of vertues, Which are as rayes reflecting from the diuine 
greatneſſe. | | 

I fay for a ſecond reaſon, that when Noblemen hold Eccle- 

Gaſticall offices, and therein employ their whole extent of duty, 
we may hope from their miniſteries , not only more radiance, 
but ſuccour alſo, as from ſuch who commaund with greater au- 
thority, & make themſelues to be obeyed with more aduãtage. 
It is yndoubtedly true, that God who ſufficiently maketh it 
appeare , he hath no need of men, when he is pleaſed to ſtretch 
out his arme to ſome extraordinary actions, oftentimes extra- 
cteth creatures from dregs, and duſt, to ſet them in thrones, and 
8. Thom, eſtabliſh them with ſuch authority , that he cauſeththe powers 
3 pert, g. of the earth, to bow ynder their commaunds , who beare this 
10. decrees of Heauen : which hath beene ſcene in the infancy of 
the Church, and in the ſequele thereof, threvgh all ages — 


| had not che hand of God rayſed Ectlefiaſtiques of noble houſes, 
| B 
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muſt we (ay, that as our Sauiour, although he had a ſcience in- 
create as God , a ſcience infuſed asa Prophet, a ſcience of beati. 
tude , as he who was poſſeſſor thereof from the firſt moment of 
his life; ——— to accommodate himſelfeto the lawes 
of Nature, Which he had eſpouſed, he ſpared not to worke by 
humane ſcience, which Deuines call Experimentall. So in the 
gouernement of the Church, though he ſometimes operate 
without any regard had to the dependence on the ordinary 
courſe, which himſelſe eſtabliſhed at that time, when he tooke 
{imple fiſhermen, to make them Maiſters ouer the Sages, and in- 
ſtructots of Monarchs: yet at other times proceeding in a com- 
mon ſtrayne, and more vſuall to nature, he choſe men of note, 
& authority, io employ the in the large confines of his Empyre, 
and juriſdictions» 

So drew hee Meyſes from Pharao: Court, to make him the God 
of Pharao: ſo, for Princes among the Gentiles which he ment to 
enrole ynder his ſtandard, he elected Kinges, and Sages. So, after 
he had conſtituted his Church, ynder the gouernement of a 
poore Fiſherman of Gali. he tooke one deriued from the bloud 
of Emperours, whom he made his Succeſſor, to wit, S. Clement. 
So, cauſed hee in diuers occaſions, Ambroſes, Gregories, Leo's, Ca- 
lixtus'es, toariſe, and ſo many others of moſt honourable extra- 
ction, that they might beate Nobility, as a dowry into the ho- 
ſome of the Church, which they had ſo happily gouerned, * 

This Nobility ſerued theirdignity as doth a gilded Caſe, to 
a rich Tablet, as gold to the Diamond, beauty of body to the 
Soule, Habiliaments to the grace, and garbe of body. They 
had more luſtre, more ſplendor, more 4 worth z and the ſub- 
ies, who haue not allwayes intentions, ſo pure in rezidring 
honour to Eccleſiaſtiques, as not to regard, the exterior orna» 
ment of their qualityes, & conditions, became more oblequious, 
to their commaunds , hauing not confidence inough to contra- 
dict euen thoſe ſame men, who by right of their birth, had as 
ſoone entred, into Empire, as life. | 
How many times haue ſecular powers beene ſcene tranſ- 
— er — on the Church, and what diſordet 
aue we beheld to ariſe, from the proſecution ofthis confuſion, 


great 
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reat authority, much courage to ſuſteyne the ſhock, to tye the 

Finds of the factious, and puniſh the boldneſſe of the moſt 

"daring , to call back (as lob ſayeth) the prey out of the teeth of 

iniquity , and make a Diadem to himſelte wholy compoſed of 

actions of luſtice, Magnanimity, Religion, in this maner more 

reſplendent,then if he had poſleſſed al the pearles of the Orient, 

The faire field of Battell, the goodly Palmes, bright glory 

of a noble Soule, to make himſelte a brazen wall for the de- 

fence of the Church, & obteyne of God, the bleſſing pronoun- 

Iſa 2. Fi. ced by the Prophet Iſay, in fauour of the high Prieſt Ebachim . 

gem illum What a glorious honour, is it to be ſet in a place of truſt , to 

paxillum, be planted by the hand ot God, io ſerue asaprop for the houſe 

tn loco fide f God, to be the ſeate of glory forthe Lord of Hoſtes , to cars 

* = ty the moucables , riches , and gteatneſſe of the Church on his 
— — Shoulders? ad 

parris ſui, Finally for a third reaſon, to conduct the Nobility to Eccle- 

& ſuſpen- faſticall dignities, is to bring them into his houſe. All things 

dent ſuper willingly teturne to their Source. The waters ceaſe not to glide 

cum one z long. to render themſelues to the Ocean. The rayesof the Sun 

— touch the earth, not ſotſaking their Starte; the branches of the 
ma bt tree , offer the homage of their verdute, leaues, and fruit to the 

toote; hegoeth well, that haſteneth to his beginning. 

Now ſo it is, that the greateſt part of Church endowments, 
came from the Nobility , who then deſpoiled themſelues to co- 
uer the Aultars, and now many vnveyle the Aultars, to cloth 
themſelues . If you (O Noblemen) deſire to enioy the patri- 
mony, which your Aunceſtors haue left to the Church, you 
ought not to ſeeke it by vnlaw full, miſchieuous, and tyrannicall 

Frech, ty. Wayes, but by meanes proportionable to the intentions of thoſe, 
Quercus Who layd thoſe rich foundations. And what intentions had 
Bas dola · they, but to cut the trees of Baſan, to make oares for the veſſell 
— Peter; but to lay their wealth at the feet of God, who ac- 
— => cording to the Prophet made himſelfe a foote ſtep of Saphirs, to 
cubcciefie ſerue as a ladder for glory; but to 22 on earth an image 
applicit i of the Heauenly Ieraſalem ; to graunt to the Church men of Sci- 
Hieron, ence, and conſcience, men of courage and fidelity, for the orna- 
Peper Exec, ment, ſupport, and maintenance thereof? 

Ik you approach thither , with ſuch an intention, I am of 
opinion, 


Sas Tod Toni... 
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opinion the gates ought to be opened ynto you , and that you 
ſhould enter into your ſelfe to gouerne the houſe of leſ u- Chriſt, 
and not deſtroy it. We haue { thankes be giuen to God) a great 
King, all whoſe inclinations diſpoſe him to godneſle , as lines 
to the center: as much loue as he hath for Iuſtice, ſo much zeale 
hath he for the glory of Aultars. As God is pleaſed to ſow the 
Statres on the azure of the firmament , ſo hath he a ſenſible de- 
light to furniſh the Church with good Prelates , becauſe they 
are the Starres of the earth. Merit vnder him, is in poſſeſſion 
of good hopes, and Hope is not farre diſtant to be conſum- 
mate in fruition. He is pleaſed togratify the Nobility , with the 
goods of the Church, but he will, his intention be ſeconded by. 
the merit of thoſe, that ſhall inioy them. Take the wayes of 
wiſedome, and vertue, to enter into your inheritance ; which 
euer are the moſt affured, and the moſt honourable. The ryme 
hath beene when one muſt (as it were) do euill to receiue good; 
if now good be offered, to thoſe who do it, who would with 
cheerſulneſſe of hart be vicious, and ſow crimes to reape mi- 
ſeries, 


Set. 2. That the N obility should not aſpire 
to Eccleſtaiticall offices , but by lavwfull 


Yes. 


ſiſting by the —— of antiquity, which age & 
time gaue them; the other much more lately formed, were of 
gold and filuer , reſſenting the profuſe prodigality of the later 
Ages. This cauſeth a diuorce in the Temples, the Gods ofearth 
were ſtil willing to hold their rankes, ſhewing beſides the anti- 
quity of their originall, rhey were framed by the confidet hands 
of admirable workemen, & had lineamets excellently poliſhed! 
The Gods of gold, & ſiluer, dignifyed by the riches of the ſtuſſe 

"= WY of which 


R oPHANE Lucian ſpake truer, then he thought, Lucia i» 
when he faygned Gentiliſme was filled with Gods; lo T. 
whereof ſome were made of wood, and tone, ſub- Sœe. 
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of which they were compoſed, ſpake proudly, and needs would 
haue ptiority, fince the metall, whereof they were made, tranſ- 
cended much, in the eſtimation of men. The matter was put 


rer. into deliberation, in the great Parliament of Olympus , and che 
3. golden Gods caryed it, not by merit, but by authority of their 


Dull 9. liſo, aud troubles of death. Bee yee 


*. 


riches , 

Should this ſcoffing Spirit be raiſed againe in theſe our dayes, 
to make a Saryre on * manners of theſe ty mes, he could not 
be better fitted . For to ſpeake, (not vniverſally of all Eccleſia- 
ſticall Nobles ) fince (thanks be to God ) there are many, who 
moſt happily haue linked to Nobility all the other qualities re- 
quiſite to their condition; but —— in groſle the diſorder, 
and corruption, we may well ſay the Gods of gold at this day 
haue the vpper hand. We heertofore ſaw diuers ſpirituall men, 
extracted from low coudition, who arriued to dignities, by the 
degrees of labour, integriry, knowledge, and were finally cro- 
zyetd, and mytred by the ſtrength of much merit . Theſe men 
appeared in the Church of God, asthoſe ancient Statues , made 
by the hand of Polycletes, Phidias, and Hyſippus; there was not 
a lyneament in them , which ſpake not. But when gold, and 
flluer began to ſway, more then euer, the rich allured with the 
wealth of the Church, brake a way through, by the help of con- 
tentions, authority, and commaund which filuer gaue them over 
the courſes of humane things, they maugre induſtry, and vertue 
haue made golden Gods, Which baniſh as it were) all the Gods 
of — _ — the — all the 

ts of Nature, and grace, could poſſibly acquire. It ſee- 
— for theſe men the Church is at this — 8 Snape 
ouerturned , where men haſtily on every ſyde, runne for prey; 
there is nota hand ſo litle, that will not become outragious to 


beare away ſome ſpoile thereof. 
But you Noble, and generous — ) who in your mino- 
rities dedicate your ſelues to the miniſteries of the Church;behold 


thefirlt ſtep you mult tread. Becarefull heerin , as your liues, & 
faluation are deare vnto you; ayme well your carriere , enter by 
the gate of honour, to free your ſelfe from the diſturbances of 
aſſured, it is the abhomina» 
. ferqcoſs'dy the Proper Denis, tHe gall of 
DILETNES, 
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bitternes , ind perplexity of finne, declared bythe Apoſtle 1 

Peter, to enter into an Eccleſiaſticall benefice by vnlawfull, A4. 5. 27. 
and ſtray ned Wa yes, without vocation. I he reaſons heereof ate 

euicent. 

- "Firſt the Saintes haue called this vice, the iniquity of Libanus, 

alluding to theſe wordes, of the Prophet Habacuc : The Iniquity Haber. 1. 
of Libanus hall couer thee : where the text ſpake to thoſe, who def. /q«ites 
poiled the holy Land, becauſe the mount Libanus is a holy bill 21 926+ 
of Paleſtine , all couered ouer with faire Cedars, much renow.. 
ned in the Scripture; from whence it commeth , it miſtically ſi- 


"pnifieth the Church: and thoſe are truly couered with the inĩ- 


ſand 


quity of Libanus, who ſurcharge themſelues with the weight of 
inexorable luſtice, for attempting on the higheſt pieces of the 

trimony of God, which are the offerings ot the faithtull , left 
Fe the maintenance of Ecclefiaſticall ſtate. Pſalm, 32 

This iniquity of Libanus, is the finne of Zeb, Zebeus, and Sal- 11. 
mana, who are branded with perpetuall inftamy, for plotting Haredite- 
againſt the Tabernacle of God, The Prophet ſayd, that encou- te e, 
raging one another, they caſt out theſe 1nconfiderate words, Let 7% Ss 
vs 20 , and poſieſſe the S andtuary of God, as our proper inheritance, And — 1 
what, I pray, do ſuch like now adayes? Hold they not the goods 
of the Church, as one would a Tenement, to paſle it from hand 
to hand, from Nephew to nephew, altho þ they often times 
in their conſcience iudge them moſt yncapable : yet needs muſt 
they rake good heed, how they forgo any thing; the chaires muſt 
be filled with honour, with fleſh, and hay, and rather will they 
fet ſhadowes on a pinacle, then render to God, what is dew to Pons illos 
him. And what will happen to theſe Salmana's, or Salmoneans; ve rotem. 
even that which the ſame King, and Prophet ſayd : They 
turne about, 45 the wheele of the potter, inceſſantly wandering from purpoſe Con ſringes 
ro 7 ambition to ambition from barg aine to barg aine, in a thou · rotã ſuper 

rojlements of Spirit, till death come , who hall bruize them ( as ciſle m. 


faith the Wiſeman ) on che ceflerne , and sball ſcatter them for euer Ech. iu. 
from the face of God. 

It is no ſmall matter to invade the treaſure of Kings, ſince it 

is the bloud of the people, the finew of warre, the knot of 

andthe bloudſuckers of State, which abuſc it, ſooner or later 

poi their lives oui in the duſt. And what do you thinke is it, 

| wh —_ to abuſe 
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to abuſe the patrimony of God, wherunto ſo many good ſoules, 
haue oft times contributed their bloud, and ſweat, to enter the» 
rein asa Fox ,a Lyon, Without any other intention, but to ſlay, 
& deuoure the lock, which they ought not ſo much, as to ſheare? 
The crimes, which go a front againſt the Diuinity, euet beare 
Pluterch, their puniſhments behind them. Craſſus telt among the Par- 
in Craſſo . thians the Religion of the Temple ot leraſalem, which he had 
deſpoiled ; the fortune of the Romanes, was made a prey, the 
Daniel 5, Army routed, the treaſures forfaken. the liues of fo many mortals 
5» expoſed to the dint of ſword, to chaſtiſe the auarice of one man, 
who durſt inuade the goods conſecrated, to the diuine Maieſty. 
„ aches, Whillt he ſtretched out his Harpyes handes on the goods of 
* men, God ſuffered him: ſo ſoone as he ſet his tallants on the mo- 
ueables of the Temple, he felt the ſteele of Ba batians, as reuen= 

gers of his ſacriledge. 

A hand from Heauen before, forthe ſame cauſe charactered 
the dreadfull decree of a Babylonian King, which hath ſerued 
asa Tragedy for all poſterity : and afterward Heliodorus in the 
Machabees was prodigiouſly puniſhed by exterminating An- 
gells, whointhe mid day ſcourged him in the fight of all the 
world , employing the Heauenly whippes on bis body for the 
ſame crime, as he had beſtowed his hardineſſe, & hand to ſteale 
aiewellfrom Heauen. 

It you ſay there is much difference betweene the ſacrile- 
gious, who ſteale the treaſures of the Church, and thoſe who by 
wayes Volawfull ſeyze on benefices , which they vnworthily 
hold, to the contuſion of Chriſtianity : I anſwere , there may be 
the difference, that would be betweene a publique Robber,and 
a private Thiefe; the one proceedeth therein with open force 
the other more cautelouſly, cauſing his yenome to creepe, is by 
ſo much the more pernicious, as vndet the skinne of a ſheepe, he 
beares the hart ofa wolfe. 

Add heerunto fora ſecond reaſon, that the Baltazars, Craſſus, 
and Heliodorusy'es, and the Heretiques of our tyme, who haue 
made open warte againſt the treaſures of the Temple, haue no- 
thing at all hurt the reputation of the Church, which as the 
le-ſtarre is euer in motion, & neuer ſetteth : but the yniuſt < > 
pers of Prieſthood, who ſometimes entet into charge with ex- 
trema 


| 
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treme defeQ of ſcience, and conſcience, beſides that they vnpro- 
ficably deyoure the patrimony of the Sonne of God, do burthen 
his ſpouſe with eternall reproach, 
It is obſerved, that in theſedeplorable times, where all ſce- 
meth to tend to the ſubuerſton of Lawes, ſtill ſome new mon- 
ſters haue appeared , who by their birth haue declared the dila(- 
ters, that ſhould happen to the world. 
The tenth Age, which was the ttue Iron-age, wherein all 
vices were in force, all ſciences in ecelipſe, all abuſe in credit, & 
(as it were) all crimes in impurity, atforded neyther Satyres, 
Chimera's , Centaures, nor other Monſters againſt Nature . Bur 
for acertayne preſage of great euils, which we afterward ſaw to 
ouerflow all chriſtendome, children of great men were ſcene , 
Who had nothing greatinthem bur Vice , as being ſuch , who 
were borne for diſgrace , bred in diſorder , naturalized in ſinne, 
to enter duting their minority into Eccleſiaſtical] charges, to de- Bu. ad 
baſe authority, and aboliſh merit. A Pope lobn the eleauenth e- Thrift 
normouſly yicious, hauing the malice of a man moſt debauched — 
and the age of a child the leaſt experienced, to fit in the chayte of A, 
S. Peter . A Theephilad ſonne ot the Emperour, by the abſo- films , ma- 
lute power of his Father, to ſeize on the ſea of Conſtantinople; to tre etiam 
become afterwards a Merchant of Horſes , which he violently 7j amo- 
affected, that beſides the prodigious race of two thouſand, fd 
which he ordinarily bred, he many tymes left the Aultar, where — * 
he ſacrificed to the lining God, to haſten, that he might ſee ſome — 
mare of his had ſoaled in the ſtable. Our France hath not beene „ adde 
exempt from this vnhappineſſe: for in the ſame age, Hugo a child ng. 
_ yeares old, was conſtituted Archbiſhop of Rhemes, to poſ- Frodoar- 
leſſe the ſeate of the great S. Remigius, which was toparalalel the 4 biitor, 
foote of Hercules to the leg of of a fly. | N. 
All Chriſtendome was amazed to behold ſuch promotions, >. Ho E.LP 


- Mow/lr 1m 
and held them in the rancke of Comets which make terrour to?“ 


march before them, and after them ſterility, maſlacres, and di- — — 
ſaſters, Were there no other colideration, but the intereſts of the cenus in or- 
Church, this euet ought to touch a hart, which (as yet) reteineth be Chriſtia- 
ſome veyne of Chillianiry nor ſhould it euer giue conſent to 9 Yum. 
any prefermeat, which might appeare ſo diſaduantagious to her, 


whome lefks-Chrift, hath by his bloud , made his lawfull ſpouſe. 
But 
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But beſides the detriment of Religion , for a third inſtance, the 
manitelt 1ufſc ot young men is incurred , who are engaged in 
Eccleſiaſticall dignities , vnleſſe they be accommodated with 
conditions neceſlaty to yndergo ſuch a burthen: much better 
were youtoſend them directly to the houſe of Fooles , then to 
expoſe them vpon the pinnacle of the Temple with ſo litle diſ- 
cretion : for in this priſon of mad men, they ſhould find thoſe 
that would tyethem,therby to ſtay their folly : and in theſe falſe 
dignityes, they meet with liberty, which freeth to precipitate 
them into all ſorts of vices. 
Fathers and Mothers (God pardon yee ) what a Torch do 
= ſet on fyre to burne, and conſume the houſe of God, when 
lind with affection, and benummed in ludgement, you ſo im- 
brace your young Apes, that y ou ſtrangle them with exceſſe of 
Indulgencg? To enkindle ambition in the yeynes of theſe youg 
ſors, almoſt at their coming out of the cradle, toſet them on the 
top of the houſe, ouer mens heads, with an arme, and fling of 
filuer, be they vicious, be they impious, and diſſolute, be they 
ſtupide, and heauy as earth , ſo that they haue the breath of fa- 
uour, and oares of ſiluer, as had the rowers of Queene Cleopatre, 
needs muſt they be placed on the top of the Turret , to be ſeene 
the further off. Many tymes charges of great importance, and 
ſuperintendence ouer the heads oſ ſo many mortals are giuen to 
men, to whome aſilly Farmers wife, would not haue com- 
mitted the keeping of a Cow. 

The Idumzans enterprize vpon the ſanAuary,and ſo many 
Owles endeauour to drinke vp the Lampe oyle of Churches, by 
an ambition of ſo ſtrong a flight, that it will admit no limites, 
but infinity. Haue you no commiſeration of the publike ? The 
Common wealth is at this day an old ſonge ( fay you) where= 
of litle care is to be had, we deſite to know no more the an ayre, 
which is that of our owne proper intereſt, fince it is an act of 
prudence well to accommodate ones affayres. Yet are you no 
Whit aſhamed of your ſelues ; though ſiluer furniſh you with a 
brow of metall to regard no man, yetis it a ſhamefull thing to 
be defirousto erect in the world the tree of Nabuchodonozor 
turned topſy-turuy, where foure footed beaſtes are above, and 
licle birds bencath? Is it not agoodly thing to ſec horſes, —_ * 
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” contrary ? Rayſe them on the ſteps of actions, Chriſtian, ſolide, 


L precipitate them into publique ſcorne, into loſſe of reputation, 


> Tdolatrous parents, who ſacrificed their children to the God %u 4. 


222 — 


for the life ofa fly, which we dayly ſhare with death , to be 


| aduenture, without election, or diſcretion? What exhorbitancy 
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bulles to neigh, bray, and bellow vpon the braunches of trees, 
while the ſmall birds of Heauen, ſo many celeſtiall ſpirits, thruſt 
from the ranke , which wiſedome, and vertue giueth, go mour- 
ning vp and dow ne among the thornes of a neceſſitous lyte ? 
But we muſt preter our children ( anſwere you.) Who ſayes the 


and illuſtrious, cauſe them to paſſe through the Temple of ver- 
tue, before they go to that of Honour; examine their talents, 
their capacity, their ability, otherwiſe you do not aduance, but 


and danger of ſoule. 

This benefice is not a benefice, but a male ſice, but a golden 
ſnate, a Carcaner of Medza ,a Troyan Horſe, which will pro- 
duce atmes. You in procuring ſuch an honour, reſſemble thoſe 


Moloch (that ĩs to ſay to the Sunne) and cauſed them to be burnt 4%, $,,i,, 
aliue in the hollow itatue of the Sunne , not caring to forgoe pag. 78, 
their lives, ſo as they might looſe them in thoſe flames & lights, ; 
which were the Hierogliphickes of honour. Oh meere madnes! 


willing to damne your ſelf, & poſterity ; to ſtand on the brinke 
of the Abyſſe, & not daygne ſo much as only to open your eyes 
to behold the precipice. 


Sect. 3. Of his Vocation, or Calling. 


F you deſire to know how you ſhould proceed in 
the preferment of your children to Ecclefiaſticall 
degrees , firſt ynderſtand it is true, Mercury is not 
/ made of all wood. If queſtion be concerning a 
Huſbandman , Merchant, Antificer, or ſhepheard , we try the 
nature of children , and endeauour toaccommodate ech one of 
them, according to their diſpoſitions, and naturall inclinations. 

Suppoſe you, itis only fit for the Church to expoſe rhem at 


is it to thinke it lawfullto take the ſimpleſt, and weakeſt for 
Prieſts, and Religious? What tyranny todiuert ſome wo all 
C ores 
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ſorts of cunning, and violence, and thruſt others on ( as it were) 
wich a forke ? To haue in all your proceedings no other ay me, 
but the benefit of your Family ; totorce the Lawes of Heauen 
to bow ynder the intereſts of your Houſe, to giue that to God, 
which you cannot ſettle els where, and it any accident happen, 
io take that from God which you haue giuen him? Heetby it 
commeth to paſſe, that after many yeares, we behold birds, 
which change both their . and kind vpon ſome very 
flight cauſe ( not ſpeaking of thoſe who do ſo by way of coun- 
ſell, and conſcience) the Scarlet Cloke ſucceeding the Church 
Caſſocke, and the Sword the Breuiary : wherein they do much 
worſe, then the woers in the houſe of Vliſes, who being not 
able to gayne acceſſe to the Miſtreſſe, made their addreſſe to the 
Seruants . But theſe forſake the — , Whome they haue eſ- 
pouſed , to court the Chamber maydes : profeſſing all their life 
time, the infidelity of their promiſes , by the exchange of their 
habits . 

Vocation is moſt neceſſary for admittance into the Church: 
which appeareth in two pointes : The one ordinary the other 
extraordinary. Extraordinary calling hath markes, and ſignes 
that draw neereto a miracle: So we ſee thoſe who haue been 

reat, and eminent in the Church, haue had ſome Genius, which 

ath euen in their infancy made the firſt glimmers of their great- 
nes to appeare, drawing the whole wWoild after them with aſto- 
niſhment. 

So Moyſes, though he were a litle child, toſſed Pharao Dia- 
deme like a ſhittlecock ; which gaue a very ill preſage to the E- 
giptians, of their approaching ruyne. So Elias ſeemed from his 
—_ mother to ſuck fire with milke, w hich was a predictiõ his mouth 
Epiph, d ſhould one day be (as indeed it was) the Arſenall/of the God 
Prophetis. of Hoſtes. So the cradle of S. Epipbanius( as Ennodiusrelaterh ) 
Enno lius- was ſeene all on fire: A Vine in a viſion iſſued out ofthe mouth 
Anowmus of litle S. Ephrem: A flaming Pillar enuironed the head of S. Ma- 
men Vue. deſtus: And it ĩs written that Gregory the ſeauenth , who from a 
baſe extraction, was borne to the throne of S. Peter, heaping 
togeather the chips hee found in his Fathers ſhop, who was a 
loyner, and arranging them in diverſe figures, innocently 
wrot without thinking thereon ,as a child in ſport, Dowinabor a 
mare, vſqus ad mare. All 
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All theſe callings, & many other of the like kind, are knowne 
by extraordinary fignes; the reſt take the ordinary way , and 
are obſeruedto bee in the good nature of children fit to be de- 
dicated to the Church, which is a matter yery confiderable. If 
you ask, wherein this good nature conſiſteth ? I anſwere, it is 
not in the influence of Starres, nor in the Genius, as Pagans haue 


placed it. norfſimplyinthe beauty of mind, in the goodneſſe 
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ol conſtiiution, health, ſtrength, yigour of body, though it may 
much contribute thereunto ; but it appeareth in two principall 


rayes: of which the one is tranquility trom paſſions, by making 
arepoſed calme ina Soule fit toentertayne the ſpitit of God: 
the other which ariſeth from the firſt, is the Docibleneſſe of 
a mind tractable, with eaſe to diſpoſe it ſelfe to inclinations of 
honeſty. Behold theſe two principall heads, where on this ex- 
cellent Nature of an ineſtimable price, is eſtabliſhed. 

And firſt for as much as concerneth the tranquillity of paſ- 
ſions; it is yndoubted, that euery man being compoſed of foure 
elements, by conſequence drawethalong toure rootes of all the 
motions thereof, which are, Loue, Feare, Pleaſure, Sorrow. 


| There is not a man, Which feeleth not ſome touch. But as euery 


* nelſle, rage, 


* ſea hath his windes, yet Mattiners obſerue that ſome are, more 


toſled, then others: So, thogh euery Soule haue its paſſions, we 
mult conſeſſe, there be ſome of them are mildly intreated, and 
others more roughly diſtemperd, You ſee men, who from their 
moſt render age , taſt of ſtrange extrauagances, choller , harſh- 
eſpight, which maketh them to bee of ſpirit fan- 

taſticall , vnciuill, and obſtinate, againſt which you muſteuer 
fight, with an armed hand. Others from their cradles,are indued 
with a peaceable ſoule, as a ſea inthe time that Halcyons build 
their neaſts on the trembling agitation of waters; they haue in- 
clinations to vertue wholy Angelicall, in ſuch ſort, that they 
ſeeme to be (as it were) abſolutely therein, as fiſhes in their ele- 
ment, From this repoſe from paſſions, ariſeth the ſecond con- 
dition of good nature, that is Docibleneſſe of ſpirit; the begin- 
nyng ol education, and happineſle of life. For as Deuines re- 
_ in thoſe who receyue Faith, a certayne Religious affe- 
ion for diuĩne things, diſcharged and purifyed from all ſpirit 
of contradiction ; So, A bf" vertue and pany, wo 
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ſtand in need of a tractable ſoule , which ſixeth ĩt ſelſe on good 
inſtructions, as the Y uy cleaueth to trees, and pillars. Goe not 
then about, when you make choice of an Eccleſiaſticall man, 
to tender ſome E ſau, ſome ſpitit of the field , whois onely plea- 
ſed with armes, and ſlaughter of beaſtes; Take rather a 1acob vn- 
der the pauillions, a (weet, and temperate ſpirit, that is wholy: 
diſpofed to the ſound of vertues. 
rech. 18 But you (noble Spirits) who haue met with this excellent 
— nature, (I may ſpeake the wordes of the Prophet ynto you:) 
pretioſus God hath giuen you a ſoule wholy couered with pretious ſto- 
oper imeutũ nes, enriched with guifts, and admirable tallents ; he bath en- 
rum, & chaſſed it in a body endowed with a ſingular tempetature, as a 
Horam ua diamond ſet in the head of aring. Much hath he given you, and 


in die qua theiefote much requireth at your hands. 
com litus et 


praparata 


jus. ect. 4 Of Vertues requiſite in the carriage 
of a Prelate. 


O you demaund what God requireth from you? l 
J an{were, ſiue principall vertues ; which were very 
h well repreſented in the Ephod of the high Prieſt of 
the old law, as 8. Gregory the great hath well obſer- 
WE ON ved. This Ephod wasa cettay ne mantle , that co- 
vered the ſhoulders , compoſed of foure colours, of Hiacinth , 
Purple, White, and Scarlet, the whole wrought all ouer with 
threeds of gold, enterlaced with gentile dexterity. Why this 
dreſſing ? Why theſe colours? To teach you ſeaſonably to beare 
on your ſhou{ders the conditions requiſite to your profeſſion, 
The Hyacinth, or sky colour fignifierh the firſt thing you ought 
to do, is, to fly, as the plague of vertues, from theſe truantly and 
ynworthy ſpirits, who haue no other obie in the polſeſon of 
the goods of rhe Chureh, but fleſh pots, and play: you are to fra» 
me to your ſelues a ſoule totally noble, wholy elate, meerly 
celeſtiall, which conceiveth ſtrong reſolutions, one day to Jedi. 
cate it ſelfe to God, not in a mercinary manner, but with the vt- 
moſt endeauour of your power. Thinke not (ſayth S. Ambroſe} 
that being called to an Eccleſiaſtical ſtate, you haue a ſleight 
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commiſſion from God. Wiſedome requireth , you conſider the 
milteries ot Heauen , and that you behighly rayſed aboue the 


ordinary ſtrayne. Iluſtice willeth you, to ſtand Sentinell for the "Wt. 


ople, who ct ayd from your prayers. Strengh defireth . 
Jo —— — of the God of hoſts. — 
Temperance ordayneth, you liue with ſingular ſobriery, & ce n- 
tinency. ou ate (ſayd S. Iſdore of Damieta) placed berweene 
divine and bumane Nature, to honour the one with your ſacri- I6do 7 
fices, and edity the other by your examples. A Prieſt ought to dee abi 
be, as a young child, iſſued our of the ſchoole, and boſome of the Jo 0p, 3 
ſonne of God, euen as an Angell ; to gouerne the Church, not 
deſpoile it; to treat with God in prayer, not to handle a ſword. 

He ſhould be entyre in his iudgements, iuſt in his reſolutions, 
deuout in the Quire, firme in the Church, ſober at table, prudent 
in tectæations, pure in Conſcience, ferjous in prayer, patient in S- D. x. 
aduerſicy, affable in proſperity , rich in Vertues ſage in words, — — 
vpright in preaching, and free im all good actions. Great S. Denis © —— 
the Areopagite , addeth a notable ſentence, ſaying: Thar he who 
moſt eſpecially ſeeketh to rranfcendothers in troly orders, ought 
moſt neerly approach to God in all fortes of Vertue. 
For which cauſe your education ſhould not be in the ordi- 

nary way. If you haue brothers that are to be bred for the world, 
let them liue in the practiſe, and faſhions of the World. O how 
vawortby are you of the hopes te. Which Cod callerth you. i you 
enuy them, the fauour of the houſe, and of thoſe ( 1 know not 
what kind of perty trifles)of their owneprofeflion ! Your con- A l enſ. 
dition is much other, if you follow that ſpirit , which guideth 79+ 

ou. 
a Heertofore Monaſteries were the chiefe ſchooles of Kings 
and tie great ones of theearrh; to cauſe them to ſuck in Vertue, den. 5b. 4 
with the milke: your abode ſhould be in places, where: you © .. 
haue engaged your hart, and your fayth;ʒ which beſt can prepare © 0 — 
and manure you for the life you haue choſen; — ry 

It is truly a (candalt to your proſeſſion if you be aſſumed to — ol 
weare 4 habit proper for an Ecclefiaſticall man, and if you hluſh 2 AMfeur- 
at the ſtandard of your warfare. A ſhame, likewiſe if you muſt rere calumi 
be terrifyed by way of menaces to make you ſay your Breuiary; flraic n.w 
or if it be needful l to allure you therennto; by I know not _ . 
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kind of worldly allurements: theſe verily reſent the ynworthi- 
Onus pe- neile of a childiſh ſpirit. See you not, that benefice drawerh an 
ſonale ſacri- office after it ? That no man thould enlarge your Conſcience by 
ficium lau ſoothing your neglect, and extenuating the obligations you 
dis,@ fru. ought to have ? It you obſerue not therein, that which you (hall 
2 aduiſed, by a ſage, and exact ſpitituall Father, you may very 
— ge well moſt daungerouſly wander. We ate in the Church ( ſay th 
orats (ib. 4. J. Bernard) to ſow ioy , and good example: loy, for Angels, by 
cap. ts. ex our deuotions, and the ſecret aſpirations of our prayers: Exam- 
Clementina ple for men by our good workes. I he Mind in the judgement 
1 of Philo, ſhould hold a litle houthold conſiſtory, x here diſchat- 
On ged from ſenſe , and the maſſe of ſenſible things, it may ſtudy the 
N knowledge of it ſelfe, and the ſearch of ttuth. 
plum — Vou ſhoud loue your condition euen from your tender age, 
perta ope- andliue in the Sanctuary like a young Samuell. The toyle of at- 
re. Semine- faites, and ſecular recreations , is not for you, Leaue the Onions 
mus Ange- of Egipt to ſenſuall ſoules : your entertaynments ate in the ſo- 
bir gaudin ciety of Angels. Prieſtly dignity to which you aſpire , requireth 
e a ſober gravity , alienated from the ordinary way; aſcrious lite, 
ſufpiria " weight, & maturity. How would you haue the people honour 
Beru. ſerm. y ou, if you haue nothing aboue them? How ſhould they admire 
30. you, beholding vices, and imperſections in your manneis ? 


Sect. 5. The ſecond Vertue of a Prelat, which 
is Fortitude of Spirit, again ſt Auarice, & 
Nyot. 


HE ſecond liuery of your colours, is the purple , 
which aduiſeth youto — a ſtrong, & truly noble 
Soule. When there is occaſion to defend the glory 
of God, you mult haue the atme of God, and the 
thundering voyce of God, not to gaynereſpe by 
Meminiſs auſtere lookes, and aff. ations ot ſeverity , which many times 
oport, prooceed from much infirmity of ſpirit. 

quia cob The Councell of Aix, ſayth, the Church is a Doue, which 
ell en dures teateth no man with het © can but is pleaſed ſweetly to ſtrike 
with 
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with her wings : The true grauicy ot a Prieſt conſiſteth in ma- Scripturis 
ners, not countenance It ought to be a ſeale of Diamond, firmly tcclefia ap» 
to preſerue the characters of Vertue, and ligne others by exam- t q 
ple. This Fortirude will come ypon you, by accultoming , not 7 Ti 
to comply with any Vice whatlocuer. There is not a worſe 4 _— 
ſlauety then to put your liberty into the hands of finne. It is a — 
long chayne, and hath many Gordian knots; Cut them reſolu- (one A. 
tely ( as did Alexander) and conquer the Kingdome of your gage. 
pallions, which is of more Worth, then the Perſian, or Indian. C. 4344 
Aboue all, if you deſire to rule, auoyd two Rockes, molt dan- 

gerous fora Church man; whereot the one is the thirſt euer to 

get anew; the other lazineile , and profuſencſle in a liuing alrca- 

y acquired, 
Thinke not to aduance your ſtate , and increaſe the number 
of yoar beniſices, otherwiſe it were to ſecke out God tor bread, . col. 
not for miracles: It were for liuing, to looſe wel- liuing ; to be- 
come a bad Merchant, not a good Paſtor. 
What cauſe haue you of dilturbance? A reaſonable benefice is 

inough for you. If you deſire to haue a ſhoo ouer wide, and not 

fit for your foote, you deceyue your ſelte.Say not you are poore,. 

there can be no pouerty , Where you haue God forinheritance, 

and he whom God all-rich, ſufficeth not, deſerues to be perpe- 

tually poore. This deſire which men without ceaſing haue, to 

be euer on increaſe , much vilifyeth Ecclefiaſtiques. It affords 

them as many dependences , as they haue pretentions. It makes 

them ſeruilely ſooth the paſſions, and vices of thoſe Great ones, 

from whom they — a recompence. It robbeth them of the 
Kingdome of God, to ty them to the chay ne of men; who many 

times are more enthralled ,then Gally- ſlaues. It is a great ſhame 

to intrude wickedly heercinto, to ſurprize an honour , by the 

way of a diſhonour. Saints haue obtay ned benifices by fly in 

them, and now we mult runne ouer the heads of man, and bea 

to ouertake them. That braue Architect V itruuius thought it very 

ſtrange, that an Artiſan preſented himſelfe to a great man, to be 
employed in his one Eule and proteſſion, and thereupon 
ſpakes moſt remarkeablc ſentence. I ſee Architefts who begg, and n- itrnnings 

band ſue to be employed: As for my ſelfe, I bauelearned of my Maifters, n Pt 

that we Should not atkg of any man. but rather be intreated by others to ſe . 
care a 
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Care and endeauotr . He mu be thameleſie , who blucheth not to require 

that, which muy bedenyed bim. What would this noble ſpirit haue 
ſayd, had he ſeene Churchmen to debaſe themſelues, not onely 
to ſupplications, but to ſeruices moſt yn worthy their quality? 

to obteine cure of Soules, which others in ſolitary wilderneſ- 

ſes haue fled from, through bryars and thornes, among ſaua- 

ge beaſts? 

You ſhould imitate that worthy Grecian wraſtler, of whom 

Clem . A- Clemens Alexandrinus(peaketh, who after long preparation going 
lex. flrom, to combat, ſtayd himſelte on the way, and looking on a Statue 
(ed, M4 og GW his God, ſayd ynto it: I haue done my duty, do you yours. Become 
— a good man, and adeſeruing, and belieue God will not fayle to 
er inks, Blue you What ſhall be moſt behooffull. Our great King Robert, 
made one day ypon this oceaſion, an obſeruation for euer to 
g. Ry. bee remembred, noted by Glaber an auncient author. He ſayeth 
dolph, lib. g. that a certaine Abbot hauing preſented the King with a goodly 
cap, 1. horle, in imitation of thoſe who fiſh in giuing, and caſt out one 
guift,as a hooke, todraw — hoped this horſe would runne 

{o well for his Maiſter, as to bring him home a Biſhopricke. But 

th e good King ſeing the ſiniſter intention of this man, ſent him 
An excel. to the Church , commaunding him to returne with his crozyer, 
le: paſſage which he quickly did, propoſing to himſelfe in his myndan 
of King augmentation of liuings, as his auarice had repreſented to him. 
Robert, But asſoone as the King eſpied him a far off: Hold downe that Cro- 
yer ( fayth he) you are ynwworthy of it, fince you thinks to bane it from 

man: to the which heobeyed, yet much aſhamed,and was as 

one dropped out of the cloudes. Our Robert, endowed with a 

naturall goodneſſe, was not willing he thould too long ſuffer 

this diſgrace, but commaunded the Crozyer to bee put into the 

tight hand of the Image of out Sauiour, which ſtood directly 

vpon the Aulter,then turning himſelfe to the Abbor: Teke ( fayth 

he) your Croz.yer, and lexrne , that it is he there that g iues it you. I would 

not haue you ſo much as giue thanks to 4 mort all men, but th it you freely yſe 

it, as the honour of your charge requireth. What a King? What a Leſſon? 

As for the other rocke , which concerneth the vſe of goods, 

God forbid, when you come to maturity of age, that you em- 

ploy the patrimony of feſus, the ſweat , and blows of the faith- 
tull, in good cheere, exceſſe, and in play, tofatten beaſts, or on 
worſe 
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worſe then beaſts, vvho liue but on the ſinnes of others, to rayſe 


vnto your ſelfe a heape of anger in the day of tudgement. God 
forbid the buildings of an Abbey ſhould fall to decay; the Aul- 
tars become naked, the images of Saints ſhiuerd in pieces, the 
lampes and lightes be eclipſed, the walles weepe, and ſpiders 
there ſpinne their webbs, rats runne vp and downe , and Reli- 
gious men famith ; That Prieſts there ſhould preſent themſelues 
before the Aultar with ridiculous habits , which taſt of a Tauer- 
ne, whilſt (I know not) what litle Neece of his, dregs filk at her 
heeles, at the charge of the Crucifixe . . 

My God ! who will bring back to vs a Guy the Groſſe , that 
flouriſhed in the time of S. Lewis? I would kiſſe his aſbes, and 
put them ( were it poſſible) ouer myters and crownes. This great i C 

rſonage, firſt a Procter, maryed, and father of two daughters, mas, 4. 

is wife dying, was made Prieſt ;froma prieſt, Biſhop of Pay, 
from thence Archbiſhop of Narbone, afterward Cardinall, and 
laſtly Pope. It was expected, that his two daughters, which he 
left to the world, ſhould become great Princeſſes, but the good 
Pope, made one Religious, with a penſion of thirty pounds, and 
maricd the other giuing het ſor full do wer three hũdred pounds 
in mariage. Toa nephew - prieſt, who promiſed himſelte — 
Titles, Myters, and Croziers , of three Prebendes he poſſeſſed, 
he tooke two away, commaunding him to content himſelſe 
With one alone, and by his letters ſignifying, it was not reaſon 
his aduauncement to the Papacy, which gaue him occaſion of 
terror, and teares , ſhould miniſter matter ynto his, of pride and 
ryot. This act of ſimplicity is a thouſand times more admirable, 
then if he had made his daughters Queenes of antioch, and tur- 
ned all his howſe into gold. 

Behold the prudence of S. Angauſtins of whom * writeth, „re 
He vſed his owne kindred as the reſt of the ſaithfull, giuing to g, vi £6. 
them ( it the caſe ſorequired not to enrich them, but to tree e . 
them from neceſſity, or at leaſt to make them liue, in the leſſe Aug ſerm 
penury. . de verb, 

To what purpoſe ſhould you be prodigall ofan eftate wher- Dom. 
of you are, but a ſteward ? One part thereof is dew to the Mini- — — 
ſters of the Aultar, another part tothe poote, and a third to the K 
building of it. It there be any magniſicence in the _— be- 

D ongs 
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longs tothe publique, particulars ſhould be ſatiffied with mo- 
deſty. Why thould you paſle into the other world, charged 
which crimes, and debts, drawing the malediction of Heauen, 
and earth on your heads? 


Sect. 6 The th ird quality of a good Prelate, 
vwubich is Purity of life. 


Our third attire is of White linnen, which ſignifyeth 
be Angelicall Purity, you ſhould obſerue from your 

& moſt tender yeares,to cary it with you to the Aultar. 
* [he Prophet Iſa7 telleth , they ſhould haue their veſ- 
ſels very cleane, who are choſen to beate the veſſells of God. 

And for this purpoſe all the Saints aduiſe vs, to auoyd the day ly. 

and familiar conuerſation of women, who are manifeſt ſnares 

of Chaſtity. Belieue mee, for behold it is one of the moſt im- 

ortant pointes of your cariage. A Prelat abiding within the 

limit of this purity, would apeare in the commerce with men, 

as if he came from a Quite of Angels. But aſſoone, as he falleth 

into a ſenſuall , and licencious lite, he forſaketh the dignity of 

his character, and goeth out from the throne of Maieſty, as the 

N vnfortunate Babylonian King, to feed on hay among beaſts. 
— ng The night diſcouereth not more ſtarres in the Heauens, then it 
gore cord openeth eyes on the earth, to obſetue his moſt ſecret pleaſures, 
Gabitare Cares to harken to his deportment , & mouthes to diuulge them 
gui fæmi · through all prouinces. He is looked on, as aſtrange bird, that 
um ac- is newly gone out of hiselementz and God permits, that having 
ceſ tibus co ſold his ſoule for hogs-draffe, he ſhould (till reſt ynſatiſhed, fin- 


— ding ech where a long webb ot perplexities, and a rowling 
— HY wheele of immortall puniſhments. To ſome he ſerues for mat- 


an ſecun der of mirth; to others as a ſhitlecocke; he giueth occaſion of 
pariter ba. teates to few; of indignation to all, Men for him are wounded 
bicantis e- With iealouſy; and women (haue they neuer ſo litle honeſty ) 
ruit, abhorre him. There are none but certayne Harpyes, which ( as 
— « ſayth Cardinall Petrus Damianus ) fly round about Aultars, 
„ d pillage them, & who beare him the like good will, as Ravens 
do to carrion. He liues in a kind of ſtupidity of ſpirit, in continual 
indiſpo- 
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indiſpoſition of body, diſgrace in his temporall fortunes , the 
table of the world, the obiect of Heauens anger, and earths 
execration : Finally reſſembieth an old Sepulcher , that hath 
nothing it it, but ſtench, and titles. Happily then ponder in 
your hart , what the lite of a Prieſt ought to be, who is of the 
houſe of God, of the Cabinet, and (asit were ) of the boſome 
of God. To thinke a wickedneſſe, is a crime; To commit it a ſa- 
criledge; To beate it tothe Aultar is a ſinne, which hath no pro- 
per name. There are titles, and offices of all vices. Oh how pure 
mould that mouth bee, which aprocheth to kifle the ſonne of 
God ! Oh how cleane ſhould thoſe handes bee, which are cho- 
ſen to purgeaway the worlds ordures ! Oh how chaſt ought 
that hart to bee, that is bede wed with the bloud of the Word 
eternall! | | 

What a horrour , when a faithleſſe ſoule from the bed of pegs iu pts 
Wolues, goeth out to find the lambe, and caryeth the pollutions ue 
of the earth, to the ſanuary of the liuing God: like to that beaſt- «1 puluinar 
ly Empreſſe Meß alina ( ſpoken of by the Satiriſt) who bare to deren. 
the Imperiall bed of Claudius her husband, the infamy,and noy=- * 
ſomneſſe of places, which ſhould not bee ſo much as named in 
the Pallace of a Roman Emperour . 

S. Peter ſayd, we muſt breake all ill thoughtes, by the exer- CB. 
ciſe of the preſence of leſus Chrift, as the waues are daſhed againſt Scr dos. 
the Rocks. And S. Chryſoſtome aduiſed Prieſts to be pure, as it they + 
were in Heauen amidſt the Angells. 

Chaſtity (ſayth holy Zeno) is happy in Virgins, ſtrong in S. Ch , 
widdowes, faythful in the maryed , but with Prieſts it ought to * {46% 
be wholy Seraphicall. It is fit he ſhould haue litle of the body 
who is made to mannage , and handle the body ofthe Sonne 
of God. It is fit he ſhould haue ſmall commerce wirh the fleſh, 
who knoweth how to incarnate the liuing God in his hands. A 
carnall ſoule ready to ſell his pattimony tor a meſle of pottage, 
as the vnworthy E,, is more fit for hogges, then th eSan- 
ctuary. They hertofore ſacrificed to the Sunne without effuſion 
of wine, and thoſe who ſacrifice to the mayſter of the Sunne, : 
u_ to entermatry ſobriety with chaſtity, which are euer mu- Hierou. . 
tually linked together. The banquets of rich ſeculars (ſayd S. * ay 
ler ome ) are notlo proper tor Church · men. It is much fitter to f. 
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comfort them in afflictions, then ro accompany them in their 
Feaſts · A Prieſt who is ſtill preſent at weddings, is neuer well 
eſteemed of. Hethat would behold the-modeity which is to be 
obſerued at the Tables of Ecclefiaſticall men, let him at the leaſt 
take a modell vpon that, which Tertullian writeth in his Apolo- 
getique of the Primitiue Chriſtians, Our Table (ſay th he / hath 
nothing in it , which taſteth of ſordidne ſſe, ſenſuality, or immo- 
deſty ; we eate there in proportion, we drinke according to the 
rules of temperance, ſo much we ſatiate our ſelues as is neceſſary 
for men, that mult riſe in the night to offer their prayers to God. 
We there ſpeake , and conuerſe, as in the preſence of God, our 
hands walhed , and candles lighted; euery one reciteth what he 
knowes of holy ſcripture, and of his owne conceyt, all to the 
prayſe of God. Prayer endeth the banquet, as it gaue beginning 
thereunto. From the Table we — to the exerciſe of modeſty & 
honeſty, you would ſay it you ſaw ys, it were not a ſupper we 
had in hand, but a leſſon of Piety. 


Sect. 7. The fourth Perfection of a Prelate, 
vwhich is obſerued in Ecale, and Charity. 
Do R fourth marke is Scarlet, the ſigne of the 


ES ardent Charity & Zeale you ought to retey ne towards 
he hauſe of God. The buckler of braue champions of 


SA (> 
> he God of Hoſtes, ſhould be a buckler of fire, and 


al his ſouldiers mult appeare in Crimſon caſſocks. You mutt car- 
Cipeusfors Iy leame to bay the hares skinne inthe hall, that you may after- 


ward go into the field for the hunting of ſoules. You muſt be- 


uiii comea wall of fire, to ſerue as a rampart in the houſe of God. 
r1 Exerct- 


tui in Coc- 
Cn. is. 


You muſt be a Starre, to run ouer, and enlightẽ the litle world, 
recommended to your yr. : you muſt oppoſe the power of 
great ones, the ſtrength of the ſturdy, the wiles of the crafty, the 
cloſe practiſe of the wicked, to diuert ill actions, aduance good, 
leaue ynprofitable, deſtroy vice, plant vertue, chaſtiſe delin- 
uents , recompenſe men of merit], protect the poore , iuſtify 
einnocent. You muſt beaneye to the blind, a foote to the 
Lame, arme & hand to the maymed, a Sanctuary to al the _ 
Jen 
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You muſt haue as many chaynes to oblige men to you, 28 God 
hath giuen you meanes of well doing: T hat the miferyes which 
in aright line would haſten to you Go it be poſſible ) may palle 
no further, then you; that your houſe be a ſhop, where trom 
ſtones, the ſonnes of Abrabam may be rayſed. 
The high Prieſt heertofore bare the whole world on his 
habit, of which he was ( as it were ) the Aduocate ; & you muſt 
thinke, when you are in office, all the world is on your ſhoul- 
ders, and that both the liuing, and dead ſhall haue a ſhare in the 
duty , which you ſhall render thereumo. It ſhall be y our act to 
cary the torth of example before the people, to inſtruct men, to 
cure and comfort their infirmity , to pray, and ſacrifice both for 
the world of the liuing, and thoſe whom death already hath 
diuided from our conuerſation. 
What charity ( think you) ought you to haue to be diſchar- 
ged from theſe obligations? You mult learne to loue ſoules , as Nu 
the moſt pretious moueables you haue inthe world, to pleaſe 9niporte 
your ſelſe with the places, where the obiects of your zeale are, Pe 
and the knots of your charge, rather then the courtes ot Princes: _—_ 
when you ſhall haue vntamed ſpirits to gouerne, let them ſerue — — 
as a band for your hart, a ſubiect for y out induſtry, an exerciſe mar 
for your vertues. Sathan, in Iob, went round about the earth to Greg. ſu- 
entrap man -· Do you think you do too much, in your opinion, if per Itech. 
you aduance ſome ſteps to ſaue men ? Noe was ſhut vp in the *9 1. 
Arke with about three hundred kindes of beaſts, cable a- 
mong the waues, and deſtruction ofthe world, uſe ſuch 
was the will of God : and you cannot reſt among ſoules created, 
acording to the image of the Diuinity , whereunto you are by 
duty engaged, vnder the perill oſ your ſoule. What a ſhame is it 
for a Church-man, if he cannot liue vnleſſe perperually among 
horſes, dogges, and apes, when God ſummons him to the char- 
ge of ſoules ? Iulius Ceſar wondred to ſee men, who dandled 
apes, hauing children in their houſes ; and who cannot but ad- 
mire if Godallotting you ſo many ſpirituall children, you perpe- 
tually kiſſe Monkeys, play with litle dogges, and carry hawkes? 
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Sc. 8. The fift excellency of a Prelat, vhich 


is Science. and Prudence. 


Ve 


INALL r for concluſion, you muſt ſprinkle Gold 
ouer your Hyacinth, Purple, and Crimſon. Theſe 
are therayes, and lightes of knowledge, and pru- 
dence, which are as neceſlary fora Prelat, as the 
Bow ui es. eye for a beautifull body. Diſcretion ( ſayth S. Ber- 
pbaret. l. i. nard ) is nota ſimple Vertue, but the —— of all vertues, 
e. 5. & the guide of paſſions, and the Miſtreſſe of manners; which it 
Beru. ſuper you take away, Vertue becometh vice. Prelates( as Pope Zozi- 
cue mus aflureth vs ate the eyes of the Church, and if theſe eyes 
be ecelipſed, what darknefle may we expect ouer the other 
parts of the body ? 
Tribuua i We muſt not tell a noble ſpirit, how ſhamfull a thing it i to 
aſcunſo au · be in high degree of dignity, and play the golden beaſt. You 


diebatur cannot brooke this affront , the very infants, and the dumbe 
— would ſpeake, and with a finger ſhew it you, as did the Aſle, 


Scan, of which Ammenus writeth, ho in the Citty of Piftois , moun- 
Ib, 27.c.1, ted at midday into the tribunall of a ludge, and began with 
| much eat neſtneſſe to bray, as if he had done well to the purpoſe. 

It is a lamentable thing, it for your ſake we be entorced to 

lay, that Fortune is a daugther of a good Houſe, but that ſhee 

Ne quem- proſtitutes, her ſelfe to ſeruants; that the Church is abſolutely 
quam per- vile, but becomes the ſhare of the ignorant. It were a ridiculous 
=> — * thing it on you, the fable of the Owle ſhould be verifyed, which 
- nd opers delleth that the ſmall birds had found a Roſe on the way, & pre- 
ante uu paring to ſing for maiſtery, they appointed Iudges to giue it to 
feceris, the victorious, vnder title of the recompence for his ſong, as the 
Ca[sia col. prize of his conqueſt. But as they were diſpoſing themſelues for 
14+ c4p+ 9+ tryall, came a miſchieuous Owle in the night, and caryed away 
the flower without ſinging. Cana noble hart well endure this 
application ſhould be juſtly made vpon him, and tobe held an 
infamous bird, which hath ſtollen away the flower, dew to the 

licle Nightingales? Glaſſe will not preſent he figure obiected. 

it it be not leaded ;z whatſoeuet you may haue ey ther of luſtre, or 


tallents, 
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tallents , will have no ſubſiſtence, if you lead not your head, 
with the ſtrength of endeauour, 

Should you haue the Pome-granate, which is the fruit of 
Kings, and were you of the bloud Royall, it you haue not litle 
bels on the border of your garment , as had the high Preilt of the 
old Law, to make the doctrine of the word ot God to reſound , 
you would be deſpiſed. Why then do you intermedle with fo 
many toyes and perty trifles of children? You muſt be an Alex- 
ander, who better loueth the launce of Achilles, then the Lyre 
of Paris. You muſt in the ſchooles be fed with the marrow of 
Lyons, as that youn Prince, and not intertayne your ſelfe with 
catching of flyes ; when you grow aged, you ſhould not be in a 
Bilhoprick, like a blind Cyclop ina hollow Caue . 


Sect. 9. Ihe motiues which Noble Prelates 
haue to the duty of their profeſs1on, 


N the name of God permit, you may be rectifyed 
in theſe ſiue vertues, which I haue before alleaged. 
The obligations, which you haue hereunto , if you 
well — them are very great. Firſt, you ſee that 
thoſe who are of the ſame Bloud with you, endea- 
uour to make good what they profeſſe. Thoſe who manage ar- 
mes, will part with nothing of the glory ofarmes. The moſt ti- 
merous would be flayed, and piece · meale torne fora poore pun- 
tilio of honour , which is oft times meetly imaginary. They fly 
among naked ſwords, flames, and musket ſhots, to purchaſe a 
: licle reputation, which hath not euer the reward it expecteth. 
And you( Oh noble men) that are in the pay of the ſoueraigne 
1 King, whoſe liberalitycanot deceiue you,in amoſt honourable 
10 profeſſion, and which ſhould not be blemiſhed with remiſſneſſe, 
\ would you ſpare your endeauour to do ſome thingworthy your 


G 
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: 
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birth ? Do you not behold a flouriſhing Nobility round about 
| you, which being conſecrated tothe Church, diſcouereth mer- 
| uailous hopes vnto vs ? Some do as the Vynes of Smyrna, that 
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whilſt they are in bloſſome, beate their fruit. There is nothing 20 
now euery where but ſtudy, and feruour; There are thoſe who >*x«»« 
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wynne Trey the magnificent, yea wholy en flamed, and you yns 
der hatches lye ſnoring in the ſhip. 

In the ſecond place ſee , who you are; you are deſtined to 
treate the cauſe of men with God. Would you betray it? You ate 
ſelected to be the Oracles of God, would you make your ſelſe a 
weathercock? You are choſen to be the Alke of the Teſtament, 
would you becomea veſſell of reprobation?You are an Angell, 
and in hope, a litle God, would 2 ou be an Angell of darkneſſe, 
anda God of ſtraw? Apply your (elf wholy to God, to whome 
you owe all. Itis not a matter of diſcretion for you to do well, 
it is a point of neceſſity. Angels houerouer your heads, and men 
are on euery ſide to obſerue your actions. Thoſe who are blind, 
as moles in their owne errors, haue the eyes of a Linx to eſpy 
your imperfections. 8 

Do you notenioy a goodly honour, when it ſhall be ſayd of 
you, that you haue a dignity which ſitteth about you as a chaine 
of gold in the ſnout of a Hog (as ſpeaketh the Scripture) and 
that the King who is pleaſed to take the paine to looke into the 
deportments of men Ecclefiaſticall , whoareof eminent extra- 
Rion , ſhall perceyue you are in the Church as an vnprofitable 
burthen, to diſgrace the charge, which honoureth you; & that 
all choſe , that touch ypon you, when you happen to be men- 
tioned in honourable afſemblies , would wiſh a cloud of dark- 
neſſe at noone day to couer the ſhame of their forheads, 

Add, that the Church ſtretcheth out her armes, and intreateth, 
you would not ſuffer her lawrels to wither in your hands, not 
defile her victories, nor ecclipſe her lights. She hath ſeene many 
miſeries, many hath ſhee borne, many vanquiſhed: but neuet 
feltany — more dolorous, then thoſe which tell ypon her 
by vice, ignorance , and the negligence of her Prelats. That is 
it, which hath opened the gate to Hereſies , which hath fomen- 
ted Infidelities, enlarged impiety, diſpoſed the browes of the 


adaerſ./ a- wicked to impudence, the tongue to flaunder , the hands to ra- 
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pine, which bath darkened the preſent tymes with horrible 
conſuſions, and which vomiteth ypon the times, and ages of 
poſterity. Will you increaſe theſe calamities , and with your 
corruptions make a bridge for the faithlefle to ruyne chriſtianity? 
For that perhaps ſhalbe the laſt ſcourge, which God will vſe 
to puniſh 


to puniſh the abuſes of ill Prelats, and the ſinnes of the people 
in generall. 

For concluſion, I demaund u hat will become of you in the 
end at the laſt iudgment ot God, yader which the Angels tem- 
ble, who gouerne the world ? What will become of you, when 

ou ſhall be accuſed , to haue beene à Viper in the Church, a 
{andall to the ſimple, an ill example to the moſt corrupt, a 
fiery torch that would enflame the ho ſe of God ? 

Where ſhould one find puniſhments ſufſicient to inflit on 
you, and where can you get members inough , to furniſh out 
ſo many puniſhments; When the ſtones, and marbles of thoſe 
places you haue poſſe ſſed would crack in pieces to fly into your 
eyes ? On the contrary if you take the right way, Which i pro- 
poſe, you ſhall leade a peaceable life in the ſecurity of a good 
Conſcience , rich in honour , and ability, honourable in 
tation, terrible to the wicked, reuerenced by honeſt men, fertile 
in good — — infinity of fruits, fruntull in re- 
compences, proſperous in ſucceſſes, glorious to ty, atten- 
ded — with; the odour of — „ and — in Hea- 
uen by Eternity. 


Sect. 10. The examples of great Prelates are 
very liuely ſpurres to Vertue, 


O come to this effect, often repreſent before your 
eyes, the liuely images of ſo many worthy Prelats, 
who haue flouriſhed through all Ages, and behold 
them as ſtarres, which God with his owne hand 
hath planted, in this great firmament of the Church, 
as wel, that he there might make his glory ſhine, as keer to pre- 

are a Way for our direction. Thinke ſometime within your 

elle what a ſpirit one S. Nilunon had, who dyed with rerrour, 
as they bare him to the Throne of a Biſhop, for which ſo many 
other pyne away with ambition, he forgoing lite with appre- 
henſio, he ſhould looſe his innocency. What humility in S. Peter 
of Alexandria, who being the lawful ſucceſſor of S. Marke, would 
Neuer mount to his chaize, but contented himlſc]te, to ſit 3 
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Cwon A. Gdue of his dayes on the foote ſtoole, vntill after his death the 
kx, people hauing attyred him, with his Pontificall habit, did carry 
his body to the ſeat which he neuer had poſſeſſed. A man truly 
humble, whoſe death mult be expected to honour his merit, as 
if honor were incompatible with his life. What zeale in Euſtactus 
Biſhop of Epiphaniam , whoſe hatt was ſo ſurprized with only 
notice of the profanation of a Church, that he fell downe dead 
in the place, making himſelfe a Tombe, furniſhed with the 
triumphes of his one piety, a thouſand times more pretious, 
then gold, & richeſt Diamonds? What liberality in S. Exaperics 
Biſhop of Tholouſeto giue away the gold, & ſiluet of his Church, 
for the neceſlicies of the poore, yea cuen to the carrying of the 
bleſſed Sacramentin a litle basket of Offer ? What charity in 8. 
Paulin, who after he had in almes ſpent his whole patrimony, 
which was both very rich, and abundant, to ſell bimſelfe, and 
voluntarily become a ſlaue, to redeeme the ſonne of a poore 
widow? What faith in S. Gregory Thaumaturgns, to remoue mon- 
taines, andcommaund over elements, With as much liberty, as 
a Maiſtet ouer his ſeruapts ? What power in S. Leo , and g. Lupus, 
to ſtay Attila. and make head againſt an army, compoſed of ſea- 
uen hundred thouſand men, drawne from the moſt deadfull na- 
tions of the earth? What confidence in S. Martin, to ſubmit his 
houldiers to receaue the fall ofa huge tree, on condition he 
might thereby bavgiſh the Idols? Let vs lay aſide al other actions, 
which are miraculous: behold the yices of thoſe, who haue lived 
in the moſt ordinary way. Ilmitate the contemplation of S. Demi, 
the feruour of a 5. Ignatizs, the conſtancy ofa S. Athanaſius, rhe 
' contempt of the world of a 8. Hilary, the generofiry of a 8. Cy- | 
prian, the auſterity ofa S. Baill, the mildneſſe of a 8. Augnſtme, | 
the majeſty of a &, Ambroſe, the vigilancy of aS. Gregory, the vi- 
gour of a8. Cyrill. the diſcretion of a 8. Remigius. Propoſe to your 
elfe the acts of 8. Fedafius, Herenlanas, Eleutherius Medardus , Lupt- 
cin, Nicerius, Romanus, Salpitias, Pretextatas, Germanus , Amandus, 
Claudius, Lambert, Wolphranus , Swibertus, and many ſuch like. 
Conſider the deportemens of S ant Thomas of Canterbury, S. Lewn 
of Tholouſe ; and aboue all, let not your eye paſſe ouer S. Charles 
| git Derremam. whom God hath made reſplendent ip our dayes, to 
teach ys that no age is ſecluded trom Sanctity. 
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A man is powerfull to perſuade Vertue, when in one and the 
ſame initant he alleageth threeſcore thouland reaſons , ech of 
Which weigh a Crowne ot gold ( hath one of the beſt writers 
ot this age ſay d:) and ſo did S. Charles, forſaking threeſcore thou- 
ſand crow nes ot yearly tent, ſot one mornings Maſſe. 

He was a Biſhop, who often faſted with bread and water, 
euen in the time ot teaſts ; Who euery day ſayd his Breuiary on 


his knees, & moiſtned it with his teares; Whocelebrated Maſſe 


euery day with a maieſty more then humane; who had two te- 
tirements in the yeare to attend to ſpiritual] exerciſes; who read 
the bible on his knees, ſhedding brinith teates ; who gaue almes 
aboue his ability; who in perſon waited on the infetious; who 
wore hairecloth yoderhis ſcarlet habit; who ſlept on the bare 
boards; who ſtirred not out of his Dioceſſe; who viſited it on 
foote; who in his charge made bimſelfe indefatigable Who euer 
was the foremoſt in good works, in the Church, in the hoſpi- 
tall, with the ſicke, ata Sermon , who was moſt exact in not 
giuing orders, nor benefices, but to perſons very capable, and 
of good life; who neuer did any matter important , without 
communicating it to the Pope, and his Cardinalls , whom he as 
an Oracle honoured. Theſe ate the words of this fore mentioned 
Author, which ſeeme tohaue very litle bulke, & much weight. 
Is it not ſuthcient to make you vndertake by neceſſity, that 
which you cannot refuſe without crime? No longer thinks 
ypon piety as a thing impoſſible, and do not like ill Phiſitians, 
who make the ſicke deſpayre of health, becauſe they cannot 
cure them. 

Theſe latter Ages ate not ſo barren ofgood men, ho are 
moſt excellent plantes in the orchard of almighty God, but that 
it hath borne , and doth {till produce, plenty of good Prelats 
who honour their proteſſion by the merit of their vertues. If you 
caſt your eye ypon thoſe , whom the neereneſſe of time, doth 
make ys (as it were) allmoſt to touch, you ſhall behold a Car- 
dinall, George of 4mboyſe , who was marueylouſly potent, but 
employed all his power to the maintenance of the Church, and 
State, and neuer ſought to be great, but to oblige inferiours, 
nor approach to the Court, but Koro moſt gloriouſly to ſerue his 
Prince. 5 
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A Timemt, Archbiſhop of Toledo , who amidſt the magnifi- 
cence ot Court, reteyned the auſterity of a Religious man, who 
was ſuctr an enemy of pompe & oſtentation, that he hath beene 
ſeene to viſit his diocefle on foore, without traine,or attendance. 
Who employed hisamplereuenews, to make watr againſt Sa- 
razens, build Monaſteries, found Vniuerſities, imprint thoſe 
admirable Bibles in many languages, which are the treaſures of 
all the Libraries in the world. A Poole , who was not only tree 
from the ambitions, and auarice of the world, but made as {mall 
an account of his body, as of his ſhirt, ſince he being violently 
perſecured by K. Hemy the eyght, plainly ſayd, that tor defence 
of the faith, he would as willingly diſarray himſelfe of life, as of 
his habit, and would euer be as ready to enter into his Tombe, 
as into his bed to ſleepe. You ſhall there behold the foure Car- 
dinals of Bexrbow , who haue equalled their yertues to the bloud 
of Kings, and the purple of their ſacred Colledge. The 
Cardinall of Loraine, who hath had the honor toannoynt 
of our King , with his owne bandes, to aſſiſt in their Counſels, 
to enlighten them with the rayes of his ſpirit , to defend them 
by his fidelity , fortifying his hand from his tendreſt youth tor 
the conſeruation of the ſtate. In all theſe pomps he wore auſte- 
rity vnder ſcarlet, he preached, and ardently cathechized the 
moſt ſimple of his Dioceſſe, hee ſupported as an Adamantine 

iller the faith, which was both in France, and Germany ſo ſha- 

n, by the ynſpeakeable diſorder of the times : he receaued the 
remnants of the Engliſh ſhipwrack with moſt pious liberality, 
he inſtituted Religious orders, he raiſed Seminaries, he on euery 
fide armed againſt impiety. 

A Cardinall of Toarwos, who ſerued 4. Kings , to wit Francis 
the firſt, Henry the ſecond, Francis the ſecond , Charles the nynth; 
and that in France, and at Rome in al the moſt important affaires 
being likewiſe Arbitrator of the great Potentates of the earth, 
with a moſt remarkeable loyalty, a prudence ineſtimable, a cou- 
rage invincible. A Baroniat, who hath eternized himſelſe by the 
endeauour of his handes, a thouſand times more honourable, 
then all the Monarchs of E gipt, in their rich Marbſes, Piramids, 
and Obeliſques. But from hence ( thinke you) haue the large 
ble ſlings of their labour proceeded, but from a molt — 
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life, which was as the Sun, without blemiſh ? But from a moſt 
ardent charity , which cauſed him for the ſpace of nyne whole 
yeares, to viſit hoſpitalls morning and evening, to help the ne- 
ceſſities of the poore? but from a molt fingularpiety, which wa- 
ſting his lite in the feruour of his prayers, comics alſo his re- 
uen wes with good works in moſt ſacred liberalities ? 

A Tolet , a Religious man of our Order, who rayſed to the 
dignity of a Cardinall, employed the moſt part of the houres of 
day, and night in prayer; liuing on nothing almoſt but hearbs, 
and pulſe, falting the ſaturdayes with bread and water, and ad- 
ding a particular Lent, befides the ordinary, to the honour of 
the molt glorious Virgin Mary, as the reuerend Father Hilarion 
de Cola obſerver in the treatiſe of his life. Cardinall D oſſat, 
writing to Monſieur Villeroy affordeth him the titles of ſanctity, 
learning, prudence, integrity, worth, fidelity , and ſayth it is 
an admirable thing, to ſeethe handyworke of God in rayfing 
this great man bor aduancement of the affayres of France , and 
abſolution of the late King of moſt ſamous memory. And the 

reat Cardinall cron in a letter he wrot to this triumphant Mo- 
narch, dated the ſecond of September in the yeare 1595. ſayeth 
among other things, ſpeaking of the negotiation of Tolet ypon 
this Hie. Beſides , that be hath renounced all worldly reſpefts to im- 
brace the equity, and initice of your Cauſe , that be bath that vp bis eyes 
from the naturall obligation of bis Prince, Countrey, parents , that he bath 
trampled ynder foote all ſortes of menaces , promiſes , and temptations ; be 
bath alſo takenſo much payne both of body, and mind ypon this Treaty, that 
we much wonder, be sbrunks not ynder the burthen ; Comb atting ſome- 
times by writing , ſometime by conference with thoſe , who were oppoſit , re- 
mouing , and animating ſuch as were ſtupid, and in ſumme,carying thts bu- 
ſineſſe with ſuch z.eale, and conſtancy, that your Maieſly, could not hope for 
ſo many trials, not to ſay , ſo many Maiſter-pieces , yea miracles, from the 
moſt a ſſectionate, and couragious of all your ſeruants. Behold the telti- 
monie of a moſt yntainted Prelat. 

I ſay nothing of the excellent Bellarmine. nor of that prime 
man among learned, the moſt illuſtrious Peron, nor of the great 
light of ſanctity, my Lord Biſhop of Geneus, Whoſe liues are 

tinted. I likewiſe behold moll eminent perſonages on the 
Theater of France, who as celeſtiall bodies, haue fufficient heigh 8 
E 3 an 
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and luſtre, and ate of ability to exerciſe a pen more powerfull, 
then my ne; but ſince I haue put my ſelſe vpon limits, not to 
ſpeake heere of any man liuing, I bettet loue to teſſemble thoſe, 
who being not of ſtature able ro afhxe crownes, on the head of 
the Sunn's ſtatue, burnt lowers toit, to make their odour mount 
to the Heauens., So ſince I cannot crowne their merit with hu- 
mane praiſe, | will offer vp prayers, and yowes for their proſ- 
perities, with all ſubmiſſion dew to their eminent qualities. As 
it is not my humour profuſely to enlarge ypon the panegy ri- 
ques of the liuing: ſo is it not my intention to inſert all the dead 
in this licle Treatiſe, It youſecke for thoſe, who ſpeake, and 
write purpoſely, you will be ouer whelmed, with a maine cloud 
of wicneiles; which willthew you, men who haue beene grea- 
tet then Kingdomes, who haue paralelled the paſſed ages, edi- 


Greg . pa« fyed the preſent, enlightned the future, and vpheld great fortu- 
ftoral.cure nes, by a much greater ſanity. All theſe ſame will tell you, we 
lab. cafe 4+ haue nothing immortall in vs, but the riches of the mind; and 


all this exterior luſtre of the world which charmeth the eyes of 
men, is, butaclowd in painting, a petty vapour of water, a fa- 
ble of time, a dyall , which we then onely behold, when the 
Sun of honourrefleReth on it, and which muſt in the end be 
buryed in an eternall night of obliuion. Let vs now ſee the 

reat 8. Ambroſe, whom weamong thouſands haue ſelected , to 
— as a Modell for this firſt diſcourſe . You therein ſhall ob- 
ſerue a man ofa moſt noble exttaction, endowed with admi- 


rable qualities, and who by neceſſity of duty, and conſidera- 


tions of charity, was conuerſant in the Courts of Emperours, 
and in the infiaite perplexity of many affaires, which he with 
all manner of prudence , and courage handled , ſhewing in his 
de porte ments, a vigourous ſanity, choſen by the divine pro- 
nidence, to make ( as it were] the whole (tate of Chriſtendome 
moſt eminent. 
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Sect. 11. Saint Ambroſe his Calling. 


N E firſt marke of perfection, which we require in 

a good Prelace, to wit, diuine calling, is in great 5. 

Ambroſe ſo manifeſt, that were it written with the Ambroſ 1 
rayes of the Sun, it could not be made more perſpi- g 
cuous. We may ( in ſome fort) ſpeake of him, w pa — 
he ſayd of 8. lohn Baptiſt; That it ſeemeth God began to prepare cop , 1. 
him from his mothers wombe, to exerciſe his Vertue one day in 

mayne bartels, Firlt , it is a thing remarkeable, that ſeeing reſo- 

lution was taken in Heauen, to make this Prelate, one of the 

moſt couragious , and eloquent men ofthe world, he was ex- 

tracted from the Nobility , which is ordinarily full of genero- noble 
fity, being derived from a Father, honoured with one of the — 
chiefe charges of the Empire, which was the Lieutenancy ouer the Frech. 
the Gaules. Befides he came into the world firſt breathing French 
ayre , which hath beene eſteemed (according to S. Hierom) the 
countrey of the moſt noble, and learned ſpirits of the earth: and ,,;,,.. 
Sidonixs another Pre late, hath ſayd, the valour ofa French man ue 
extendeth further, then his life: for he liueth enen then, when Y 1gilene; 
the ſoule , and body are diuided. Secondly, as we haue obſerued S1donns 
before, that God many times declared the calling of infants, by Po. w 
ſundry preſages ; It was a great ſigne of theeloquence of 8. Im- . 1 


 broſe, to behold a ſwarme of Bees al together ſetle on his cradle, 


which was at that time brought out into a court of his Fathers 
Pallace, that the child might thereby take a litle freſh ay re. The 
Nurſe ſeeing theſe litle hony- creatures bur about him, much The Cra- 
neerer then the could haue wiſhed, comming, and going to his dle , 3. 
lippes, was affrighted. and 2 to driue them awayzbut the Ambroſe, 
Father, Who walking in the ſame place, with his wife and 
daughter, beheld this pretty ſport, made a ſigne ſhe ſhould hold 
her handes, leaſt by exaſperating theſe liile creatures, ſhe might 
prouoke their ſtings. In the end they peaceably ſorſooke the 
place, and ſoared away ſo high, that they loſt ſight of them. At 
that time Ambroſe, Father of our great Prelat, ſpakealoud. as with 
the ſpirit of Propheſy: This Infant thall be great. And verily, theſe 
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Bees much better alluded to S. Ambroſe, then to Plats, who is 
ſayd to haue had the like hap in his Infancy, For we muſt affu- 
me the eloquence of Plato had hony in it, and no ſting : but this 
of 8, Ambroſe , beſides the exceeding ſweeineſſe thereof in pea- 
ceable arguments, had, when there was occaſion of Combat, 
ſtinges that pierced to the quicke, 

We may well ſay he was the moſt elaboutate in his ſtyle of 
all the Doctors of the Church, eſpecially if we ſpeake of the La- 
tins, For many, (as S. Hierome , and S. Auguſtine ,) oftentimes 
dictated, with much vehemency of ſpirit , what came to their 
mind; but S. Ambroſe did not ſo much accuſtome himſelſe to di- 
ctate to a writer; for he in compoſing euer had his pen in hand, 
to poliſh his workes at leaſure, and ( as we ſay) lick his ow ne 
Beate. 

Add heerunto another ſigne of this yocation , in the childiſh 
ſports he exerciſed without conſideration , as did heeretofore 8. 
Athanaſius, being then (as he) an infant, which was, to cauſe his 
filter, and the children which attended her, kiſſe his hand, as the 
hand of a Biſhop , he therein taking much pleaſure. It ſeemeth 
God ſometimes ſheweth children ( as with his finger) the way 
they ſhould purſue. It is an admirable thing, that there was in 
Paris found a young begger, called Mauritius, ſo farre tranſpor- 
ted in his owne fancy, that he one day might become Biſhop 
ot Paris, that many offers being ieſtingly made vnto him, in his 
infinice neceſſity to moue him that he would renounce the tight 
he pretended to the Biſhopricke of this ample Citty, ir proued 

meetly impoſſible: which a wealthy man perceyuing, he ſo fur 
thered him in ſtudie as in the end he came to the degree, which 
to himſelfe he had prefigured. What ſhall weſay ? God vnloſe- 
neth euen the tongues of Mothers, to ſpeake prophetically tou- 
ching the ſtate of their children. Witneſſe a moſt honourable 
Lady named 1ds , mother of tree ſonnes, Baldwin , Gadfrey , 
Euſt ace, who one day ſporting with her, and hiding themſelues 
vader her gowne, and many times ſhewing their heads with 
diverſe pretty childiſh dalliances , the Father caſually comin 
thicher, in middſt of their play, as they were all couered with 
theic mothers garment, demaunded , who baue we theere: The 
Lady readily anſweared ( not knowing what ſhee hould ſay:) 
Iths 
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Sect. * The prouidence of God ouer Con- 


ſtancine, 


title of Chriſiav; ot more truly Great then he, who ſo happily 
engraffed the Empire of the Vniuerſe on the tree of the Croſſe; 
ot moreiuſtly Honourable, then he, who cymented his honour 
with the bloud of the lambe. [tis the admirable Conflantine, who 
ſo perfectly allied Valour to Piety, Monarchy to Humility , the 
wildome of the Croſſe to the gouernment of the world, the nai- 
les and Thornes of che paſſion, to the Diadem of Kings, and de- 
lights of the Coun, that he hath left matter of meditation for the 
wiſe, of profit for Religious, of imitation for Monarches, and of 
wounder for thoſe, who admire nothing vulgar. 
Behold a merueylous Theater ofthe prouidence of God, 

whereunto | would willingly inuite, all thoſe ſpirits, repleat 


Wirt ſhew to Chriſtian Nobility it's ſource in the 
life of the prime Gentleman of Chriſtianity. If we 
reſpect antiquity, greatnes,and dignity we ſhall not 
fiade a Prince, eyther more aunciently Noble, then 
he who firſt of all among Emperours, deſerued the 


Greatnes 
of Con- 
Nantioe, 


with humane policy , and deueſted of heauenly „Who _ di. 


are onely great by the greatneſſe of their Ruine, to ſee how the 
breath of God demol:theth the Towers of Babell, to raiſe the 


Pro. 


walles of Sa how the ſubtil are ſurpriſed in their ſubtility;how ' 


the ſcience of men becometh blind in it's proper lights ; how 
the vigour of the world is ſlaine by it's one hands; how ſtabi- 
lity is ouertutned by the ſupports it choſeth; how the ſpirit of 
fleſh at ynawares contribueth , to plant the Croſle on the top 
of Capitol, and heads of Monarches, by the lame wayes whe» 

with it promiſed ta couer them, with datkenes and abyſſes. 
I heere produce a Conſtantine, bred vp very young in the 
Court of Diecletian ; who had = intention to become a ſcourge 
| - to 
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to Chriſtianity : but God ſurprized him therein , as Moyſes in the 
Coun of Phares, to ſtop the ſtreame of perſtcumon, W calme the 
tempeſts ol the tyme, confound Idols, and a tie Phürch, on 
the ruines of Gentiliſme. | 4 
(Reader) ſtay a litle on the frontiſpice of this Hiſtory, and be- 
% 47. hold how the Eternall prouidence led this yo ng Conſlantine by 
the hand, like another Cyras, to humble the Great ones of the 
earth before his tace, and to giue him hidden treaſures; to take 
from him ſo many barres, and impediments, to open tor him ſo 
many gates of iron, and to cauſe ſo many Kings to turne their 
faces, and affoard him their place. 
There was at that tyme twelue Heads which already eyther 
wore the diademe, or thought themſelues capable of it. Diocletiã. 
and Maximian held the higheſt place: They had choſen for ſuc- 
ccſſours , Galerius, and Conſtantius Clorus , father of our Conftanti- 
ne. Galerius had made two other Ceſars, Seuerns & Maximinits. Ma- 
xentius ſonne of Maximian, violently drew vpon himſelfe the 
Purple by maine force . Lycinius furiouſly oppoſed him to gaine 
y it, Conft antins , Damatius, Hanniball, brothers of Conftantine by the 
fathers fide , beheld this goodly game, and might well hope to 
haue ſome part therein, as being legitimate ſonnes of Theodore, 
whome Conftantius Clorus had eſpouſed when he reiected S. He- 
lena. Conſtantine ſaw himſelſe the furtheſt off, in diſgrace of his 
Mother, yet did the annointment of God make choyce of him, 
diſperſing all the reſt by ſuch , and ſo divers wayes , as we ſhall 
afterward behold, to place him in the throne, only abſolute, & 
independent, and to eſtabliſh him with a long continuance of 
3 and a large poſterity, had it purſued the way, which he 
trace d. 
Conſider, what then was the ſtate of the Church, & view 
— the wonders ot the powerfull hand of God. Diocletian had vn- 
Church dertaken to raze from the memory of men, the name of Chriſtia- 
vader Ol · Nity ; and being an imperious ſpirit, who would (as it were) 
edecian, t the Heauens, and elements, ſhould obſerue no other courſe, 
4 but that of his will, and engaged very far in this affaire , bars 
himſelfe with ſuch exceſſe of cruelty, that for about three hun · 
dred yeares, that the Chriſtians were peſecuted, there had no- 
thing bene ſeene like the perſecution ray ſed vader his Empire. 
Thea 
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Them was the tyme, when in full aſſembly of publique ga- 

mes,whichordinarily were preſeated at Rome, the cryes of an 

innumeable multitude were heard, who to flatter the de ſigue 
of the Prince, hideouſly proclaimed two and twenty tymes, 


Chriftiani tollantur ( Auguſte , ) 
Chriſtiani non (int « 


Let the Chriſtians be taken away (O Emperour,) 
Let the Chriſtians be rooted our. 

Then was the tyme , that dreadfull Edict of the perſecu- 
tionwere affixed on euety place, that the earth was couered 
with bloud, and maſlacres , and flaughters diſperſed , as it were 
in all the parts of the habitable world. Chriſtians were accompe 
ted as the dregs of mankind, the ſcorne of the earth , and obiect 
of all crueltyes. Some were ſhut yp in Caues, not daring to ap- 
peare in publique, excluded from commerce and ſociety of men, 
depriued of neceſſities, which nature would haue to be com- 
mon to all the world, they not being permitted to draw water 
from wels, or to buy a handfull of herbes in the market , vnles 

they preſented incenſe to Idols, purpoſly fixed in publique pla- 
ces . Others crept vp and dowyne in the deſerts, among wild 


beaſts, ſometimes roaſted with heat of Summer, and ſometimes 
— — with cold of winter, tearing vp with their nailes the 
'grafle, which they mingled with their teares , before they cateir. 


Others wete led into I heaters, Amphitheaters, and Tribunals 
of iudges, where old men of fouteſcote, and a hundred yeares 
of age were ſeene, Ladies very honourable, moſt render mai- 
dens, and litle children, brought into the flaying houſe, there to 
dye, before they knew what it was to liue. 

All the tortures which the Buſirts, and Mezentins's knew not, 
were then inuented, and exerciſed on the bodyes of Chriſtians: 
there was no ſpeech bur of Rackes , Combes of iron, Moulten 
lead, boyling Cauldrons; but how tocruſh men yader preſſes, 
as in the time of Vintage; bat of ſhutting bodyes vp in veſſels, 
armed within with counterpointed nayles, and rouling them 
in this mouing priſon downe the deſcent of hils; but of annoyn- 
ting them with oyle, and honey, and expoſing them to waſpes, 
in the boiling ardours of the Sun; but of hanging 3 
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the feet in their nakednes, to ſerue as a ſpectacle for ſuſtfulſ eyes. 

It is not ctedi ble ſuch horrours could enter into the hart of 
men, without ſome particular impteſſion ot maligne ſpirits; yet 
Diocletian thought it was a great point of ſtate, and the true mea» 
nes, irrecouerably to baniſh Chiiſtianity. 

Behold the cauſe why he ſpared none, yea not pardoning 
euen his neece Suſanna, not his wite Serene, home he cauſed to 
fecle the edge of the (word , for profeſling Chiiltianity . It was 
defired the Marty rs ſhould be numbred , but this was impoſſi- 
ble, for when it appeared that one moneth reckoned vp ſeuen- 
teene thouſand, and the reſt carried the like proportion, the Chri- 
ſtians prepared themſelues rather to dy, then to keep any fur- 
ther tecord of them . The Empetouꝛ alſo cauſed all holy bookes 
to be exactly ſought out, to commit them to the flames, thin- 
king that was a cingular policy to ſuppreſſe our Religion: but 
it is athing extremly prodigious, & an inuincible argument of 
the Diuinity of our Faith, that notwithſtanding all theſe endea- 
uours, the Church was like the burning Buſh, which deriued 
glory from it's proper flames. She increaſed ynder the ſword of 

rſecution, borrowing her ornaments from ignominy, her ti- 
ches from loſſes, and life from her tombe. 

It ſeemed that euery drop of bloud, which diſtilled from 
bodyes of Martyrs , was a graine of ſeed to make others ſpring , 
which*in the end wearied executioners, blunted the edge of 
ſwords, wore out all the inſtruments of torture , yet Diocletian 
for all this nothing mollified. 


Conditite A man would wonder, from whence he ſhould conceiue 
of Diocle- ſuch hatred againſt Chriſtianity: but he that will conſider his na- 


ture, and ordinary proceedings, ſhall find , that beſides the ſug- 

eſtions of Hell, he had inclinations, diſpoſed to ſuch cruelties. 
He was borne of yery baſe birth, nurſed vp in bloud, addicted 
to the Religion of the Gentiles, ſo far as to make bimſclie the moſt 
ſuperſtitious . Whilſt he aboad in France, as yet a y Soul- 
dier, a Draid w ho much intermedled with divination , foretold 
him, he ſhould ariue at the Empire, when he had killed the fatall 
Bore : he being of a ſpirit ambirious , and credulous, went pur- 


-poſly on hunting. & ordinarily chaſed bores, to ſee i a Crowne 


would ariſe tom their bloud: But that was act it , 9 — 
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cui ll Ip irt pied to him. There was at the Quart aLo 
named 4per,.as much to lay as the bare, father - in · lau to ibeł m- 
et out Nwnerianss , a man —.— „ and factious, ho alter 
yeares poſſeſled bimiclte of the Roman Empire, by ciime 
and trechery. Drocletian, aduentured to kill him, not fo micli tor 
hatred (as he lays) as tor defiie to fulfil the propheſy ot the Drud, 
and he having thurſt bis {word through bis body, being already 
arived to the nigheſt degrees of wariare, and well beloucd of the 
Souldicrs, was proclaimed Emperour. 

This election made him greatly eſteeme the falſe Religion 
of Pagans, and to take deepe rootes in his ſuperſtnion ; Which 
was much augmented by the Prieſts of Idols, mortall enemies of 
Chriſtians, who perſuaded him, the Gods that had giuen him 
the Empire , demaunded of him in requitall «be/extirpation of 
Chriſtianity , and that his hand was fatal to cut, and burne the 
heads of the Hydra, Which his predeceſſom could neuer deſtroy. 
This afforded him mater of vanity, which he very eafily appie- 
bended, and it being alſo ſoftly whiſpered in hi cares , that the 
Chriſtians had a plot vpon his eſtate, and promiſed themſclues, 
in their prophecyes an cuerlafting Empire, he grew moody euen 
to rage, employing all manner of engines, to giue counterpoiſe 
to their exaltation. Beſides he being ever defirous, toappeare ex- 
actly abſolute in his commaunds, and cffectuall in his enterpri- 

nes, thought he muſt never giue ouer perſecution, all be had ba- 
ried the of the Chriſtian name; and he voluntarily ſuf 
fered himſelſe ſo to be flattered vpon this fubieA , that no man 
could do a thing more acceptable, then to tell him, that he had 
extinguilhed the wicked ſect, and eſtabliſhed the honour of the 
Gods immortall. Columnezallo, and monuments were dedica- 
ted to him with this infcriprien, Saperflinione Chriſti ybigue delers , 
which witneſſed , theſe honours were yielded him, tor hauing 
throughly purged the world from the ſuperſtition of Chrif : but 
his conſcience ſuggeſted the contrary, wherwith his ſpirit fierce, 
and cuell was horribly amazed. 
oO God! we may well ay, there is neytherforce nor coun- 
fell can oppoſe your defignes : your diuine Prouidence, ſhui vp 
in a cloud, roareth over crowned heads, in a mom tt cuerthrow= 
erh the monnmyageel wink which be Thane bil, on vpan 
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another, & fakes the filly, wiſdome of the greateſt politiciang 
r Ove vnfeathered, and aſhamed at the rayes. of 
the midday. | | 
— who was reputed the ſubtileſt, and molt coura- 
gious man of the world, ypon a ſuddayne reſolued to forſake 
Heleaueth |} Empire, and to hide himlelte in ſome grot, like a beaſt, l- 
Empires merous and wretched. Heabandoneth the SCepter, and puiple. 
to retire himſelfe into a liile countty-houſe, and with his oe 
hands to manure agarden. 
Thi gaue matter inough of ſurmiſe to all the world, which 
Reaſons could not penetrate his intentions. It was belicued by no man, 
that he did ir for humility, for theſe apprehenfions found no pla- 
ce inthe hart ofa man, who cauſed himſelte to be adored, and 
ented his ſhooes , embrodered with precious ſtones, to be 
ifled by them, who came to ſalute him. He notwithſtanding 
publikely profeſled, that he addicted himſelf to this life, through 
a generous contempt; of the vanities of the world, being tuli 
ſatiated with honours of the earth, and hauing accompliſhed 
the hopes of the moſt ambitious, that he knew what the fortune 
of the Ceſars was, and that Diadems were charged with moe 
thornes; then pearles ; that there was, but one way to contents 
ment of life, with was todeſpiſe!what others adored: and pur- 
fuing this, he wrote a letiet toa freind of his, Who perſwaded 
him to reaſſume the Empire: if you had ſeene the Leitica, which 
grow in my Garden, planted: with aune u bands , you would think m 
100 excellent 4 Gardener, th become 4 miſerable Bmperour, | , + 
This man would needs play the Philoſopher, which he 
neuer learned, and endeauour to colout this change which he 
had made, with apparences of Vertue; but the moll 
ding iudged it was the diſeaſe of Timon, and a melancholy enia- 
ged. that had tranſported him into this retirement. He was ex- 
tremly confounded , to haue drawne bloud out ot all the veines 
of the earth, to ſtifle a Religion which flouriſhed in it's proper 
ruines . It ſeemed vnto him, that a million of ſpirits of the dead, 
emcompaſed his bedy to require from him an accompt of their 
liuetʒ he began to apprehend ſomething diuine in this Religion, 
which he had ſo outragiouſly perſecuted , and withall toſeate a 
horrible puniſhment in the reuolution of the affaizes of his eſtate. 
Behold 


vnderſtan- 


— — — 


' 
ö 
' 


* 


The Souldier © 131 
Behold the cauſe.» why deſpaire, anxiety, and eminent petill, 
made him voluntaxily to 211 elle ,as a man to be 
drowned. , belieuing ſtill, war, | | aber penny- 
worth of the puniſhments of Heaven, in the perion of a Garde- 
ner, then in that of an Emperour. Heanticipated his puniſhment, 
ſeruing for executioner to himſelſe, Benning an Empire, which 
— { as » Were * faſt Nee ta him, as hi 2 11 0 — 
being yet aline)an honoutable recompence to the rruch, hic 
he bad ſovnwarthily offended. He dell Marknliba per- 
taker of all his crimes, to be alſo the CNS of his fortun 
and both of them tetired, leauing in their places Galeria, tad 
Conftantius, the tather of ous Conſtantine ; ignorantly giuing the 
Empire to him,. who had ene ee ſonne, chat 
ſhould ruine all, that, which theſe two had bui 1 
Lt vs now behold his extraction. and e beginning 
from the aduantages of his Birth ; and let vs fin ik his time the 
Wicked Hermit in the bottome of bis Caue. | 


Sect. 11. The Nohility of Conſtantine, 


taught, how to make lillies : and I may ſay, when 


: Conſtantine , he then began the worke of a perfet 
> Empgrour, which ſhe afterward finiſhedin the per- 

ſon of this Monarch, whoſe life we write. | 

Naxariusobſeructh, that he was deſcended, from the Empe- 


xour FlauiusClandjus, a Prince ſo renowned, that it was ſayd the Nobi 
moderation of Aug«ſtus Ceſar , the yertue of Traien , and piety of of Coaſt 
Antoninus were aſſemhled togeather, to harbour in his hart. He une. 


ſuſtained one of the moſt furious 1 of Barbariam, which 
euet was vpon the Romane Empire, forhe in one (ole battaile 
detcared three hundred, and twenty thouſand, and deſerued i 
ſtatue of Gold, which was erected for him in the Capitoll, ha- 
'mingraigned onely two yeares, | 

Conttantize, Clorus the father of our great Cinftutine , was 46 
the Rols amongſt zhouae:.z for he lived with choſe Babies 


—— 


I is ſayd when nature madethe wild lilly , ſhe alſo Te 
© ſhe created the Grand-fathers, and parents of great *» A&S* 


— 
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Emperours, Who made the world ſhed teares of bloud , with ſo 
great ſwernes, and continency, that France, and England 


where he ordi refided , lo tied bim as their Facher. That. 
which gained him 8 „wat that he rendred 
himſe lte affable to all the world, and thought no ueaſure giea- 


ter, then the loue, and good will of his ſubiects. 
. He was acapi:all enemy ot Extorfions, and leuics of vn- 
Notable Juſt moneyes, euen to the leſſening rather the traine ot his houſe, 
moderatl- then to ouetcharge thoſe , which other Geouetnours had ott u- 
— mes ſo ill entreated. 
He being (as yet) but nomĩnated for the Empire , Dioclerian 
Xuſcbius vnderſtanding his deporiments, whether he would teach him 
* frugality , or that he teared leaſt the bright luſtre ot the —— 
of Conflantins might eclipſe him, one ; reproached him wi 
— his pouerty, and ſent Embaſſadours to him exprelly to ſee his 
gal aut husbandry, & exhort him to heape vp treaſutes, as well as other 
*  Ceſars. He deſitous to a peare magnificent at this meeting, (pake 
but one word, to giue the people notice, that he wanted money. 
It Wasa ag ſpectacle to behold , ho all the world ran to 
him with full hands, euery one offering him, what he had, with 
a loue ſo cordiall, and ſo prompt alacrity, that nothing might 
A iadici · be ſayd to be more affectionate . He in few houres amaſſed to- 
ous expe geather great treaſures , which he ſhewed to theſe Embaſſadours 
riments ot Diacletian, who were much amazed therat. But the braue Prin- 
ce after their departure, reſtored all, which had beene preſen- 
ted vuto him; ſaying he loued better to fee riches in the coffers of 
his ſubiects, and to retaine their loues for himſelfe, then to haus 
all the treaſures of the Indies in his houſe, without friendſhip. 

It was verily ataire, and generous leſſon , which he taught 
the great ones of the earth, who through exceſſe of auarice, beap 
togeather all that, which they muſt forſake, and in great aboun- 
dance of wealth haue a maine want oftwo things, which ought 
to be eternall, to wit, Loue, and Truth. 

Conftanriue did all this, by wayes of morall vertues : ſor al- 
though he had very good inclinations to Chriſtianity , he was 
no Chriſtian ay profeſſion being as yet ſo ſtraitely aſſociated 

o the great pexſecutours thereof : yet becauſe the accidet's of 
| and place'might permit it, hotrecly made vic of — — 


| 
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ſed toilluſione) or whether it were through vanity , and impo- 
ſture, that he boaſted himſelſe of what he had not done; as it of- 
ren tymes happeneth to ſuch kind of men, who make trophies 
of great crimes, whillt that, rayſeth them in the opinion of the 
world aboue the ordinary ſort. Theſe wordes being related to 
S. Ambroſe, he very ſharply reprehended him, and impriſoned 
him in his owne houſe, inioyning lundry pennances for expia- 
tion of this fault, molt yaworthy of a Deacon of the Church 
of Millen, ſuch as he was. He who was not capable of ſuch a re- 
medy , fled and went to Conflantmople, with intention to dif 
ce S. 4mbroſe; which he did as much as poſlible he might. There 
by the (oft inſinuatiõ of his ſpirit, ĩoyned to an i ible yaine 
rattle, inſteed of ſeeking out a wholeſome playſter for bis vl- 
cers, he coueted the with cloth of gold; in ſuch fort that throgh 
the fauour of great ones whom he had gained, he was preferred 
to the Biſhopricke of Nicomedia. S. Ambroſe powerfully wrote to 
Nedartus 7 impoſtures ot this man vnto him , and 
beſeeching for the honour of the Church, and his one pro- 
intereit, he would not ſuffer that Epiſcopal Sea to be defiled 
with ſuch ordures that aſtoniſhed heauen & earth. Nectaria: im- 
loyedall his power in this affaire, defiring both to diſch 
bi owne conſcience, and oblige the Biſhop of Millan: but 
found this Impoſtour had by his charmes got ſo much favour, 
that to remoue him was very difficult. The glory hereof was 
reſerued for S. Iobn Chriſoflome , who afterward remoued him, as 
ſoone as he awas preferred to the dignity of Patriarch of Con- 


Behold the ſeuerity this great Paſtor vſed in the inſtitution 
of his Clergy: & as he ſaw that good Religious men, & women 
ſerued fora great ornament of the Church, hetooke a moſt par- 
ticular care to entertaine them, and manure them as worthy 
ow of the garden of the Church. Neuer could he reſt till he 


aw a Monaſtery erected in the ſuburbs of Millan, where many Relei 
holy perſonages dedicated themſelues to ſolitary life, to per- — — 
forme on earth, what the Angels, do in Heauen. As for Virgins by S. Am- 


who tooke the veile irreuocably to conſecrate their — — to broſe. 


leſus Chrift , he trained them vp in the Church , with ſo much 
ſtudy, teruor, and zeale, that wee cannot imagine more. For he 
G dedicated 
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dedicated to them, the firſt fruits of his labours, writing in their 
fauour the bookes of Virginity , which he compoſed in the firſt 
| yeare of his charge, in a moſt flouriſhing, and elabourate ſtile: 
whereto ſhew the reſpect he bare to this profeſſion, he ſpake 

theſe words ynto them. 
Excellent y boly Daughters , it is not yet three yeares fince I yndertooke this 
ſpeaches, charge. and you know from whence | was drawne , and the ſmall 11me 
to virgins, g iuen to diſpoſe mee to ſo werghty 4 burthen : notwn hitanding, I affo«rd 
you the firſt frunts of my tongue, ſince | haus learned more in your maners, 
then in bookes, The flowers, which grow in my diſcourſes , come from your 
garden. It us not precepts for Virgms ; but examples drawne from the bfe of 
Virgins. Tour maners haue breatbed a certaine grace into my Souls , and 


| Lib .de vir- I may ſay, that all that which my endeauour bath of good odour im it, is de- 


rined from your prayers. For who am I, but a barren Thorne? But God 
who - ore ſpake to Moyſet among thornes , will now to day ſpeak by 
mouth. 
he His Sermons, and bookes had ſo much effect, that Virgins 
came from the vtmoſt limits oft Chriſtendome to be vey led at 
Mullan ; which S. Ambroſe ſeeing, he could not wonder inough 
that he perſwaded virginity where it was not, it not being in 
his power ſufhciently to multiply it, according to his defire, in 
where he reſided. 
An He cauſed the Biſhop of Bologns to come vnto him, led on by 
caror go the ſame ſpiritas himſelte, to 2fliſt in this deſigne , of whom he 
l one day ſayd in full aſſembly. Bebold the ſuber of the Church of Bo- 


2 52 logna, fit for this ſort of ſubʒ Lord afſoard fich, fince you haus giuen vs coad- 


di genes. $1075. And conſidering that ſome murmured at theſe his pro- 
Dahon ceedings, as it the world ſhould inſtantly fayle by this meanes, 
Piſces qui he ſhewed ina moſt elo quent Sermon, that no one had cauſe 
dediſti «d- of complaint eyther maryed, ot ynmaryed ʒ the maryed, becauſe 
Kore» they had wiues, not Virgins:the vnmaryed, becauſe they ſhould 
find ſufficient ; and that the carnall, who oppoſedvirginity,vn- 

der pretext of multiplication , reſiſted by this meanes the cha- 

ſtiry of — where continency is often times exerciſed, 

when it would not be otherwiſe, but by neceſſity: as for thereſt, 

we are not to belieue the world will be ruyned through Virgi- 

nity ; For admit it ſhould faile , it would euer be a matter more 

honowable for it to decay by Vertue, then concupilcence. 2 

* 
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it is ſo much otherwiſe ( ſayd he) that we onght to lay hold of 
that, which we ſee by experience in the Churches of Africa, 
and Alexandns ; where there are many Virgins, they haue the 
greatelt number of men, 

This employment nothing leſſened the aſſiſtances, which 
he afforded torthe inſtruction of thoſe who lived in an ordina- 
ry courſe, 


Aboue all he endeauoured to roote Hereſies out of their harts Superſti- 
and certayne cuſtomes of Gentiliſme , which eaſily ſtole in by dont and 
contagion, into the houſes of the faithful. Among other things, — ta 

away, 


there was a Pagan guiſe much practiſed at Millan, and o 
places of chriſtendome; which was, to celebrate the firſtday 
of the yeare with ryots and diſorders : a matter much reſſent ing 
the Bacchanalls. He ſo cut off this abuſe, by his great authority, 
that ofaday prophaned with ſo much ſenſuality , he in few 
yeares, made it among chriſtians, a day of penance , and faſting: 
which for ſometime afterward was oblirued in the Church, 
vntill ſuch time, as the memory of the ſuperſtitions of Gentiliſme 
was wholy extinct. Others ynderwent this fooliſh beliefe, that 
when the Moone was eclipſed , ſhe ſuffered much h the 
perſecution of il] Angels, whothen endeauoured to exile her, 
and therefore they went out of their houſes, with many pannes, 
andcauldrons, making a loud noiſe to diſſolue (as they ſayd) 
the deſigne which euill Spirits had againſt the Moone. I he {age 
Paſtor made an expreſſe Homily againſt this ſuperſtition, her- 
in he much contounded thoſe, who were i here withall. 
Moreouer, as it was a cuſtome very auncient, and introduced by 
the Apoſtles to make in Churches( which then were, the houſes 
ot the faithfull) Ages, that is to ſay, bankets of charity in fauour 
of the poore; This by litle, and litle, was changed into liberties 
vynworthy of chriſtianity. For ſenſuality had got ſuch ground, 
that ſtifeling Charity in this action, it rather ſeemed a ſacri 
to the belly, then an act of Piety. 5. Ambroſeaboliſhed alltheſe 
rites, and cut off ſuch abuſes, euen in the leaſt roote, that it was 
neuer ſeene agayne to ſprout in the Church. S. Auguſtine inci- 
ted by his example, practiſed the like in Africs, and afterward 
Cauſed the decree to be inſerted in the third Conncell of 
In the proportion that he extirpated Vice, he planted ſolid 
G 2 yertues 


— — 
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yertues in the harts of the faithſull, whom he ordinarfly enter- 
teyned with theſe inſuing inſtructions , counſelling other 
Biſhops to do the like, Firit he ſought in all places roforme in 
minds, a ſtrong imagination of the preſence of God, vnwil- 
ling that chriſtian vertues ſhould be petty hy pocriſies, guided 
by the naturall extent of humane reſpeR, but rather intentions 
wholy celeſtiall ; and for that cauſe he ſayd : If any man be alone, 
let bim regard himſelfe more, then any other in the world, 

Secondly ſeeing the inordinate defire of riches , was a petty 
Apoltacy of Faith, and roote of all diſorders : he very often did 
beate on this Anuile, labouring by all ſort of good endeauours, 
to withdraw harts from the loue of earth, that he might rayſe 
them to Heauen. Among other things, you haue theſe excel- 

Epiſt. ad [eat words in the epiſtle to Conflaniius. To enjoy much, is to haue 4 
Conſtantive great burthen; Great riches are 4 vajne oftentation ; the indifferent , for 
vſe. We are all Pilgrims in this life; all the buſines is not in going perfection 
—— conſiſteth in a ready paßage. To what purpoſe do you ſo torment your ſelfe 
geld. ill the deſe of boarding? Be wiſe, and you thall bane ſufficient. A'ver- 
taunus man thinks nothing is without bim but ſine. Whereſoener he ſets bis 
foote, he findes a Kingdome. All the world belongeth to him, becauſeheyſath 

all the world, as bis one. 

In the third inſtance he made ſharpe war againſt the ambi- 
tions, and yanities of the time, diſpoſing mindes, as much as he 
could to chriſtian humility by this maxime : The greateft know- 

Ambitis , ge in the wonld, is well to af your part; It importeth not in what condi- 
tionof life we are, ſo that we diſchardge our Conſcience, and the duty of 
eur places, We muit ſo vſe the matter, that our manners may recimend our 
condition, and not derjuetheir worth from our dig nitiei. 

In the fourth place, he vſed infinite care to maintayne con- 
iugall chaſtity in the liues of the maried, often times ſhewing by 
pregnant reaſons, that Luſt was a ſite, which burnt, the gar- 
ment of theſoule, and waſted mountaines euen to the botome. 
Exceſſe in And becauſe brayery is ordinarily the Neſt , where diſhoneſty 
apparell, batcheth ; he coragiouſly opoſed profuſeneſſe in that kind, vſing 
' ſharpe reprehenſions againſt women, vayne and diſſolute in 

Lib, 1. de attyres. One day amongſt the reſt he proued they were as in a 

5. perpetuall priſon, loden with puniſhments, and condemned by 

their one ſentence . It ij pitt ( ſayth he) is ſee a woman, tharbath 
ypon 
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pon the one part ayreat chayne about ber neck. and on the other , guiues 
about ber feete . What matter is it whether the body be charged with gold 
or von, uf the neck be alike bowed pnder a yoake, and the gate hindered} 
The price of your bands ſerues for no vſe, but to giue you cauſe to feare your 
lorments. Miſerable that you are, who condenme your ſelues by your on 
proper ſentence; yes more miſerable then criminals ; for ibeſe defire nothing. 
but iberr one lyberty, and you lone your capttuny. 

In the end, he much recommended Charity, Inſtice, go- 
uermnent of the tongue, flight from ill company, and modeft 
in all deportments; whence it came to paſſe, that he wrot thoſe 
admirable bookos of Offices, which fer out all chriftian vertues 
with an eminent luſtre, The Prelat was in his Biſhoprick, 
as the Pilot in the ſhip , the Soule in the body, the Sun in the 
world, Jabouring in all kindes, and hauing no other repoſe, but 
the viciſſitude of trauailes. 


Sect. 14. His Combats; and firſt againit 
Centiliſme. 


T is time now, that we behold our ſtrong Gyant 


againſt Sets, Vices, and the powers of darkneſſ: 


which ſought to preuaile. I will beginne his pro- 
weſle, by the eacaunter he had with mm Gouernour of 
the City of Rome, who endeauoured by his eloquence, and cre- 
dit, to re-aduance the prophane ſuperſtitions of Gente ſme. This 
combat was not ſmall, nor leſſe glorious for the memory of S. 
Anbroſr, to him that will well conſider it: the danger was very 

reat; forthe name, and deſigne of 1aliay the Apoſtata, as yet 
ſrued inthe mindes of many men of quality, and maligne ſpirits, 
Who had conſpired with time to ſtifle chriſtianity , making cor- 
rupt and imaginary Deitiesto re-enter into the poſſeſſion of the 
— ye A Was — ama A man, 
well ſpoken, aud authority ; tow Emperours 
had cauſod a C 
Inne man of the Zupire, both in WAR: viſedome, A 

923 


enter into the Liſt againſt Mõſters; for armed with Evident 
weapons of light, he enterpriaed ſundry bartailes — hay 


© dome. 
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and for that cauſe he iſed himſelte , he had power inough 

to ſet God, andthe Deuill ypon one and the ſame Aultar. He 
raRized to diguiſe pagan Religion by his artifices, drawing it 

— the ordures and brutiſhnes thereof , chaun ted by Poets, 

to giue it a quite other face, & — it with a maſque, which | 

he had framed out of ſundry Philoſophers ynder the raigne of 

lulian, to render it the leſſe odious. And ſeeing the times tauou- | 

red him, by reaſon that after the death of Gratian, a moſt chris 

ſtian Prince, V alentinian who was an Infant ynder the guardian- | 

ſhip of an Arrian mother, had the ſterne of the Empire, he re- 

ſolued therefore to ſiſh in a troubled water, and by ſurreption 

obteyned certaine edicts in fauour of Paganiſme, againſt which 

8. Ambroſe framed moſt powerfull oppoſitions. I will reder you | 

heere the two pleadings in thoſe rermes they were pronoun- | 

ced; to confront the le ofa Poliatian , with the eloquence 

of a Saint, 

1 The vnderſtanding Reader, ſhall heere obſerue two moſt | 
rich peeces of Eloquence : which I haue rendred, rather as an 
Orator then a trãſlator, to giue them the luſtre they deſerue. Iam 
defirous you may ſee in the Oration of Symmachas , what a bad 
conſcience can do, which hath eloquence to diſguiſe truth, and 
how we muſt euer iudge of men rather by their workes, then 
their words. | 


Set. 15. The Oration of Symmachus, to | 
| Theodoſius, and Valentinian the youn- | 
ger, for the eAultar of Victory, exerciſe of 
Pagan Religiõ, & rewenevy of Veſtals, * | 


ACRED MAIESTIES. 


So ſoone as this ſoueraigne Court wholy po- | 
ſeſſed by you, hath ſeene vice ſubdued by lawes, & 
that you through your piety haue razed out the me- | 
ated, mory of paſſed troubles, it hath taken vpon it a=" | 

| „ wh 
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which the fauour of this happy age bath afforded , and diſcha;- « 


Big the acerbities long ty me retayned vpon the hart thereof, « 
th once agayne commaunded me to bring you its complaints & 
in a ſolemne Embaſlage . | 0 
Thoſe that wiſh vs not wel, haue hitherto bereaued vs ofthe _ 
honor of y our audiece, therby to deprive ys of the effect ot your 
Juſtice. But 1 now come to acquit me of two obligations : the 
one, as Gouernour of the Citry ; the other as Embaſſador: As * 
Gouernor, I doa worke which concerneth the weal-publique: « 
and as Embaſſador I preſent you the ſupplication of your moſt « 
humble ſubicts a 
Diſſentions we haue no more among vs, for the opinion , 
is ceaſed, that to become a great States-man, one mult be parti- All the 
cular in his opinions. Pagan Se- 
The greateſt Empire, which Monarchs may enioy , is, to nators a= 
raignein the loue, and eſtimation of their ſubiects: ſo is it alſo greed not 
a matter intollerable in thoſe that gouerne the State, to nourith — 2 
their diuiſions, to the hurt of the publique, and eſtabliſh their Eabaflage 
credit ypon the loſſe of the Princes reputation. 
We are far diſtant from thoſe imaginations ; for all our care 
Uy watcheth tor your intereſt, and for that cauſe , we ® 


_ defend the decreesof our Aunceltors, the rites of our Country, & * 


farall happine ſſe thereof, as a thing which concerneth the glory a 
of yourage , to which you gauea new luſtre, when you publi- « 
kely proteſted never to enterprize any thing vpõ cuſtomes eſta- « 
bliſhed by our aunceſtors. m 

Behold wheretore we moſt humbly intreat you, to reſtore 
the Religion which ſo long hath preſerued this Empire . If we 
will remember thoſe Princes vnder whom we haueliued thogh ® 
diuided in Sect. and opinions, we ſhall find the one hath retey- & 
ned the religion of their aunceſtors , the other not reiected it. « 
And ifauthority of the dead ſuffice not to giue vs exãple of what « 
we ſhould do, at the Jeaſt let vs take it fromthediſflimulation of , 
theliuing , who in tollerating ancient ceremenies haue diſco- |, 
uered, they had no purpoſe to condemne them. 

We at this nt require the Aultar of the Goddeſſe yidery © 
may be reſtored to vs, thereon to offer our ſacrifices . Is there a ® 
man in the world, ſuch a friend to the Barbarians —— = 
wage 
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» Who will oppoſe this deſigne? The experienceof paſſed tymes 
» do teach ys Wiſdome for the future. It is ine auoyd fo many 
» dteadfull prodigies, which menacevs, anqawdatyicld the ho- 
nour to the Name of Viftory , which we haue dehycd to his Di- 
® vinity. /ifery(O Sacred Maicſtics)hath already powerfully tyed 
you, and will yet much more oblige you. It is a worketor the 
S — wicked, who neuet haue had expetience of it's benefits , to hate 
of — the honours thereof: but your worth cannot chooſe, but adore 
machus., that, which ſerues as a fauourable ſupport for your Triumphes. 
„ ichen is a Diuinity,that hath her altars charged with yowes 
of the whole world. The man is moſt vngratetull, who will 
dithonour, that, which he proſeſſeth to defire : and were it 
® not an action of Luſtice to afford venetation where it is due, yet 

® ought we not to be depriued of the ornaments of our Senate. 
» Buffer our old Age ( moſt Sacred Maieſties ) to leaue to po- 
» ſterity the Religion receyued from our Auaceſtors , when we 
» Were as yet, in our infancy. The loue of auncient rites is a mer- 
Conftans deylous tye. The Emperour Conitans , who would haue cut it 
* — off, therein loſt his labour, leauing an example to others to de- 
of Conſig. cline ſcucriry , which nothing auayled him. We who are much 
tine the affected to the Eternity of your Name & Divinity, muſt ſo vie 


great · the matter, that the ſucceeding ages may find nothing, thatre- 


» quires alteration in your actions. 
» Where ſhall we hereafter ſweare to your lawes, and com- 
„ Maunds , when we ſhall find all the aultars demoliched ? Who 
ſhall ſerue as a terror to the dious , ro arreſt their falſehood, 
® if they no longer apprehend the Diuinities, which they in for- 
going times reuerenced ? We are not ignorant that all this great 
» Vniuerſe is filled with che preſence of God, and that there is no 
» place of ſauegard for periuries : yet is ita matter moſt impor- 
» tant, to repreſſe the liberty of crimes , by the viſible preſence, 
» and markes of an auncient Religion. This aultar of Videry is the 
knot of our concord, and the manſion of publique Faith: All 
that, which giueth authority to our Decrees, is , that we pro- 
nounce them after we haue ſworne fidelity to aultars : and then 
» without difference to hane an Aultarſo Religious, where 
» we atother times haue oath: and to prophane it ynder 
» the raigne of Princes, who more enuuſt the ſecurity of their 
w perſons 
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perſons on the faith of their ſubiects, then force of their arme: 3 Canſiang 
But the Empetour Conſtavs ( it is ſayd) hath ſhewed the way vi allyed 
thereof.” Why do we imitate in a Prince, Who hath ſo many w ide 
other pertections, that, which hath worſt ſucceeded with him, — 
and which he heuer had done, it good fortune had made him fee — — 
another to miſcarty before him ? The faults of a predeceſſor, are ſycaketh 
not vnproſitable to a ſueceſſor, who from it will derive proffit: warily, 
and oft times a man layes the firſt ground of his vertues on the & 
vices of another. It is happened, that this good Emperour hath , 
not forſeane thedifcontent which would ariſe from this ation: , 
the matter being as yet new, and without precedent: we who 
now haue other knowledges, then he, cannot haue the like ex- G 
cuſes for our errors. Your Maieſty ſhall find in this Prince, a- 
ions enow —— of imitation, which you may purſue with & 
more glory, and leſſe enuy. Neither hath he cut away any thing a 
of the priuiledges of Veſtall Virgins : he hath repleniſhed the « 
Temples, and miniſteries of the Gods immortall with Nobi- 
liry , and hath beene willing, Coyne ſhould be taken from his | 
coffers , ro defray the charges of auncient ceremonies. Coming 
to Remehe marched through all the ſtreets of this eternall — . 


accompanied with his Senate, moſt glad to behold him; wit 


a fauourable eye he aw the Teples, which bare the titles of our ® 
Gods on theirfortieads ; He hath enquired the originall of his « 
goodly buildings, and applauded the tounders. And though he « 
were of a Religion different from ours, yet hath he not beene Mcaximes 
defirous to make his piety triumph in the extinguiſhement ofof a Pag. 
that of our iunteſtötzs . He hath preſerued for the Empire it's @ 
aunciemt cuſtomes, Mell knowing that in matter of Religion , 
ech man hath hi opinion, his rites, and Ceremonies; athwhich © 
require freedom. EY 

The ſpirit of God, which gouerneth this great world, hath ; 
diſtributed ir's prote ctors to every Citty; and as Heauen harh His ſpen- 
giuen ysfoules, foir euery where decreeth certaine Genius es, Reib un 
and tatall powers for the government of mortals, which oblige an Bt 
vs to regard them morefor the profit we deriue from them, then — a. 
any other confſitleration. All the reaſons, which we heere be- ah a 
low haue of the Diuinity are obſcure, and we cannot know God 
better then in his benefirs , in the memory, and experience of ® 

H proſpe- 


* pro; ities from him detiued. — . 
fantiquity be of power to giue 4 to a Religion, 

L 
why ſhall we not manteyne a faith eſtabliſheo by ſo many ages? 
” Why wall not we follow the ſteps of our fathers,” who haue ſo 
»» happily ſucceeded their grandtathers ? Propoſe to your (clues, 
3» thai Rome at this time preſents it ſelſe before your eyes, and in 

' 22 theſetermes ſpeakethto you. 

Subtile O moſt excellent, andiuſt Princes, who are the true Fa- 
diſcourſes thers of the Country, haue regard to the old age whereynto I 


2» am ariued, in purſuing the piety of my founders : giue me leaue 


2z to exerciſe the auncient ceremonies, ſince they are vſed without 
„ repentance , and to practiſe my ordinary guizes, ſince liberty is 
,; the inheritance of my birth. The Religion of which you would 


- bereaue me, it is that hath vanquiſhed the world; that which 


*? hath chaſed Hanniball farre from my walles , and driven the 
” Gaules from my Capitoll. Haue I then beenepreſerued among 
»» ſo many armies, and perils , to be now at this day diſhonoured 


„by my children? Haue I then giuen Law to the whole world,. 


33 to receyue it in my elder dayes from ſimple Fiſhermen ? l yet do 


„ not know what they will teach me, but I well vnderſtand the, 
,, correction of old age mult needs be tardy , and in much danger 


alſo to become the more ignominious. I honour the Gods of my 
Fathers, the Gods of my birth; I beg peace of them, will any 
man teach me oughtels? Ithink after we haue well diſputed, 
»» we (hall find we haue all, but one, andthe ſame God, but that 
Diunge- ye honour him vader ſundry titles. We all liue ſubiect to the 
— ſame ſtarres, we all are coueted with the ſame Heauen, inuo- 
ſed after · lued all in the ſame world ; let vs ſuffer euery one to ſecke out 
ward by trueth according to his poore induſtry. God is a great ſecret: 
Heretikes. it is no wonder if we endeauour to ſind him by ſo many di- 
Philaſtrius yerſe wayes. 
de Dare But I Jeaue the diſputation hereof to thoſe, who haue more 
bus leaſure, then I. I come not to giue a battaile, but to preſent you 
4 with our humble prayers. I would willingly know whether 
your Maieſties coffers haue been throughly filled fince the ſmall 
”” reven wes haue beene taken from th 5 poore Veſtals, which 
before they enioyed. 
92 They ke 


# 


themſelues fruſtrated of the recompences, which 
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the moſt auzticious Emperours haue decreed them, and in ſo Veſtall 
great a liberality ot your Maieſties, which enricheth all the Blas- 
world, they alone haue cauſe tocomplaine of neceſſity. 

It is not gayne , Which leadeth » but the honour to te- Moving 
ceyue the wayesdue to their chaſtity. Itis to touch the holy wordes, 
veyles , which attyre their heads, to deptiue them the ordinary ® 
priuiledges of their profeſſion. The poore Maids aske nought « 

elſe of you, but a bare title of prerogatiue. So likewiſe their g 
Pont phnenty hath freed them from ſurprize of their enemies: for 
nakedneſſe is that alone, which violence cannot diſarray. The . 
more you haue cut off from their priuiledges, ſo much the more 
haue yourobbed them of the honour of their charges, ſince their ® 
virginity which is yowed to publique ſafety , hath ſo much the ® 
more merit, as it findeth the leſſe recompence. Godforbid your « 
moneys, Which are moſt innocent, ſhould be defiled, with prey « 
drawae from the Veſtals. The reuenewes of good Princes ill * 
encreaſe, rather from the ſpoile of enemies, then loſſe of Prieſts. , 
There is no gayne can recompence the wronge done them by . 
this arreſt. The further off yourdiſpoſitions are eſtranged from 
all maner of auarice, ſo much the more is their condition miſera- ® 
ble, ſince they behold themſelues ſo tormented vnder ſuch great * 
clemency , and fruſtrated ofa happineſſe , which they cannot « 
looſe, but with honour. For were they deſpoiled by Harpyes, « 
we ſhould deplore their miſery in the compaſſion we take of g 
their innocency : butthe — vVhich ſeeth them depriued of , 
their fortunes ynder Emperours ſo reſerued, and moderate, will | 
lay, needs mult there be crime on their part, ſince on yours they 
behold nought elſe, but Sanctity. 6 

Poſſeſſions bequeathed to Virgins by the laſt will of thoſe, * 

Whodeceaſed in the deuotion they bare to their Temples, are « 
ſtill withheld; I humbly beſeech you (oſacted Pontiffes) who « 
fit in the place of luſtice, why make you void the publique Re- 
ligion of your Empire with the ſucceſſion of a particular? Let . 

dying men make their willes with all ſecurity ; ſuffer them to 
depart, wich this beliefe , that they haue Princes not couetous 

to manteyne , What they ſhall bequeath in leauing the world * 
of their abilities. It is your honour, and contentement, to lee « 

. you manage, & likewiſe to « 

1 . | 101 
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'» dcliner dying men from the dittu;bances they may haue vpon 
7 g ihe nullity of their teltaments. Is there any thing in the world 
u; that more concerneth the Rowan right, then the Keman Reli- 
ion ? How would you haue the change of property to be cal- 
® Jed, made ypon moneys, which their ſtate , nor ihe lawes haue 
not put into the condition of vnclaymed, and petiſhable goods? 

„ Legacies are permitted to freed men, ſlaues are not denyed the 

„ petty profits giuen them by wils. Is there none, but Virgins, and 

thoſe virgins fo noble, yea virgins vou ed to the cxciciſe of Ce- 
remonies, fatall for preſeruation of this Empire , mult be depri - 
ued the poſſeſſions, which come to them by lawtull wayes of 

2 inhernance? 

»» What auayleth them to conſecrate the chaſtity of their bodies 
— to publique ſaſety, to lay the foundation ot an eternity tor this 
grifyerh Empire on the ayde ot their prayers, to tye to your ſtandards, 
the veſtals Your armes, and your Eagles the fauour of heauenly aſſiſtances, 
to preſent yowes power full for the whole world, and be be- 

teaued the rights, that are denied to no man? It will hereatrer 
be better to ſerue men, then Gods, fince we defirous to make 
our Empire religious, make it vngratefull. It is not the ſole 
cauſe of the Veſtals which I plead, it is that, of all humane Kind; 
„ forthe diſhonour of their proteſhon,is the ſource of all our coils. 
„ The law of our Fathers hath honoured theſe holy maides , and 

„all thoſe, that are vowed to naultars with a ſmall reuenew, and 

, ſome very iuſt priuiledges. It hath euer been for them main- 
*” reyned, vntill new ordinances were made by ſome Bankers, 
Famine, Who degenerating from the care of their aunceſtors , haue em- 

* ployed the reyenwes dedicated to virginity on the entertain- 

ment of certayne Porters. From thence conſequently came that 

great dearth, the effects whereof the whole world hath felt, 
here leane harueſts haue deceyued the hopes of every Pro- 

„ uince. Let vs not accufe the earth of this diſaſter: for it is inocent. 

„Let vs not quatell againſt heaven, for it is iuſt. Let vs nor com- 

,, plaine the worme hath gnawn the eare of corne, or wild oates 

„ haue choked the fruits of the earth; our ſacriledges have made 

the yeare drouthy, and good reaſon it were, the whole world 
| "* should be fruſtratedofa benefit, it hath taken from Religion. 
Nas there any example of out ynhappineſſe in former times. 
We 


3 
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. we Hould ſay this famine happened by4 certayne teuolution 5. 
ol yeares, tatall in ſuch accidents. Bur here ſhall we find any 
thing like to this in the paſſed ages ? ee 
Where ſhall we find a ſterility fo knotted together by rhe . 
malignity of the ayre ? Where ſhall we find that the people bath _ 
been entorced to haue recourſe, to wild plantes, and accornes 
of thc toireſt Dodo nia. toſatisty their hunger * 
When did our Fathers euer behold a ſpectacle, fo cruell, 
whillt they cherithed the miniſters of Religion at the charge of «« 
the publique? When did they euer ſhake okes, but for hogs?When ce 
did they cuer pull hearbes vpby the roots to ſeede men ? When 
did the fields which tor the moſt part accuſtomed enterchan- 
geably to reſt (as it were) on purpoſe, faile in one and the ſame | 
yeare ? Hath this beene when the people ſhared their prouifions * 
with the Veſtall V irgins? Liberality vied towards Prenſt« graced ©* 
the yeares teuene us, and it rather ſeemed a remedy againit bar- 
renneſſe, then a large ſſe of piety. Now God in the neceflity of «e 
ech one auengeth the detention of a benefit , which he would . 
haue common tor all the wortd. 2 
Some one will ſay , it is no wonder, if we refuſe to enter - 
taynea itrange Religion at the charge of the publique. God for - 
bid your Maieſties ſhould thinke the reuen wes, which were 
heretofore ordeyned for the Veſtals by the common wealth, 
ſhould at this preſent be ſummed vp as the coyne of the weale <* 
ublique. cc 
F FF the common wealth is compoſed of particulars , fobath 0 
it no more right ouer donatiues, then it hath practiſed on parti- ,, 
cular perſons. Your ſelurs, who gouerne all, preſerue for ech 
one what appertaines to him, and Would chat Juſtice might ex- 
tend it ſelſe further, then your pow er. Conſult ( If you pleaſe ) ©* 
with your magnificence; and it will tell you, that what you“ 
hitherto haue giuen to ſo many particulars , is no more a publi- 
que good, for the guifts are no longer theirs , who beſtowed « 
them, & that which was in the beginnynga benefit, by cuſtome 
and ſucceſſion of time, becomes an obligation. It is to affright the ,, 
conſciences of your Maieſties with Panicquefeares , to thinke to 
make you belicue , you giue to our Religion , that, which you 
Annot take hom ii Without iniuſtice. 6 
C I pray 
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I pray God the ſecret alliſtances of all Sec, may fauour your 
Clemency , and that this ſame, which hath ſo longtime ayded 
your aunceſtors , if it can no longer ſtand in credit with you, 
may at the leaſt keepe you in it's protection. We will or your 
»» Maicſties behalſe affoard it all rights, and it towards you thall 
„ continue ordinaty fauors. We demaund nothing new, in requi- 
„ ring the exerciſe of a Religion, which bath preſerued the Em- 
His ſpea · pire for your Father, (now with the Gods ) and who hath bleſ- 
keth of fed his bed by the lawfull heyres of his Crowne. This good 
_ Prince being entred into the condition of the Gods immortal, 
* beholdeth from Heauen the teares of theſe poore Veſtalls, and 
2» well ſees cuſtomes cannot be violated, which he with ſo much 
»» affeRion mainteyned, but by the domination of his authority, 
»» Aﬀordat leaſt this contentment to your good brotherreceyued 
into this celeſtiall company, as to ſee a decree corrected, that was 
, not his one. Couer an act in obliuion, which he had neuer ſuf- 
fered to paſſe, had he forſeene the diſcontent of the Senate, and 
for that cauſe the deputies were diverted , which weſent vnto 
him, when he was aliue, for the feare his enemies had of his 
* equity. It much importeth the publique to take away a foule 
5 — from the aſhes of a good Prince, and juſtify the paſſed, by 
2» aboliſhment of the preſent. 


Sect. 16. The Oration of Saint Ambroſe a- 
gainſt Sy mmachus. 


33 
3» 


T isdrawne from his Reaſons , Conceptions , and 
(as it were) from all his owne Words. 


M Oſt cred Maieſty. 


Although your Minority gaue ys vndoubted ſignes of the 
A grave ſtrength of your ſpirit, and conitancy of your faith, yet the ranke 
Exordiũ. I hold neere to your perſon obligeth me to prevent the ſurpriſes 
of actafty Diſcourſe, which creepeth amongſt ſo many golden 

words, as the Serpent amongſt flowers. 


It is ill the Goucrnous Symmachus hath employed ſo faire a 
tongue 
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tongue on fo foule a ſubie ct. The deceit of his eloquence makes «c 

vs ſulpect the weakeneſle of his Cods : for euera bad cauſe ſes cc 

keth that ſupportin words , Which in Truth it cannot find. Such ,, 

are the ordinary 1 Pagans, when — ſpeake of ,_ 

their ſuperſtitions . Their Orations reſſemble thoſe auncient , 

Temples of Egipt, which vnder golden Tentslodged Idols ot 

Rats, and Crocodiles. But the Scripture teacheth vs rather to 

liue, then talke, and recommendeth the contempt of language, ** 

to oblige vs to ſolidity ot vertues. That is the cauſe, why ( moſt 6. 

ſacred Maieſty) after I haue intreated you to take my diſcourſe «e 

tathet in the weight of reaſons, then number of wordes, 1 will ,, 

anſweare to three points, which the Gouernour ſeemeth to ,, 

compriſe in his ſpeach. The firſt toucheth the Religion of Pa- 

gans. The ſecond, the reuenewes of Veſtals. And the third, the 

cauſe of the Famine we haue felt. = 
I intend in the firſt article ( Rome) which ſpeaketh with her A Gngular 

es full of teares, and ſighes at her hart, demaunding the exer- 78 — 

eile of Pagan ſuperſtitions, becauſe they are ſuch as ſay th the ® 

Gouernour, Which haue driuen Hamball trom the walles, and the his none 

Gaules from the Capitol] . geſt argu» 
It is to publiſh the infirmity of falſe Gods to defend them in ment. 

this manner; and better we cannot refute Symmachus , then by 

ſhewing him armed againſt himſelſe. For I aske, it thoſe Gods are cc 

the protectors of this Empire, why haue they ſo long time ſut- «, 

— Himballto triũph in the ruines of Italy ? Were their hands 

ſo ſhorr, they could Merch them no further,then their walles, & . 

Temples ? As for the Gaules, what ſhall I ſay ? I much wonder 

how the Gouernour doth mention it, ſince it is in effect a thing 

moſt ridiculous, to ſay, that the enemies being in the hart of the 

Citty, all theſe protecting Gods ſhould ſtand idle in their Tem- «« 

ples, in ſuch fort, that all diſtories haue publiſhed, the people of ce 

Rome owed their preſeruation, not from the Gods, or ſacrifices, «, 

which nothing auayled them, but tothe gagling of a Gooſe, „ 

which by good hap awakened the — Sentinels : f it be 

not, that $ , as he is inventive , will ſay, that Iupiter had 

then forſaken his burning Chariots, and Thunderbolts to ſhut ©* 

himſelfe yp in the throat of this Goſling, But as a lye is euer in- 

duſtrious to hurt ĩt ſelfe; did not HImballadore the Roman * 


r 
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,, If it be true, that they allwayes beate Vidteryin their hands, why 
did not Hanniball ſurprize Rome with the aſiſtance of thoſe Gods? 
Or why did not the Romans vanquiſh Hinibaltin al their battails? 
” Why had both the one, and the other oftentimes the worlt F 
» On what fide ſoeuer you turne , you mult ſee the Gods conque- 
„ ted, who cannot deny their impotency, it they felt not their 
„ nullity. 
It 4 not Rome then, that ſpeaketh in this maner as Symmachus 
,, makes it, neuer gaue the him this commilſion : but ſhe ſay es by 
the mouthes of her braue Captaines, 
Rome (Fomans) what haue I done to become a Butchery , and to 
ſpeaketh bee imbrued with the bloud of fo many creatures? Victorias abide 
with Ma; not in the enttails of beaſts , but the armes ot Souldiers. Ic is not 
lefly, the death of oxen hath made me ſubdue Monarchies, but the va- 
n [our of men. Camillus by force of armes diſplayed my ſtandards 
on the Capitoll, which your Ceremonies ſuffered to be taken 
” away. Attilius expoſed his lite for the triall of his fidelity, and 
* (affery of the weale publique. Scipio Affricanus found triumph, 
not among the aultars of the Capitoll, bur in the feild of battaile. 
>» If youdeſit to ſee the goodly effects of your ſuperſtitions, behold 
„ Nero, who was the firſt that drew the ſword of Caſars againſt 
„ the Chriſtians; behold Emperours who monethly make, and 
vnmake themſelues like the Moone: behold thoſe who were 
** themoſt zealous in your cetemonies, whereofthe one hauin 
* ſhametully enthralled the worlds Empire, to forrainers , ind 
„ the other promiſing themſelues great Victories vader the ta- 
»» your of their Gods, haue found ſeruitude. Was not there then 
„ an aultar of F1ffory in the Capitoll ? From whence I pray, 
ceeded ſo many ſiniſter accidents, it good hap be diuinely En. 
ned to thoſe, who obey it ? I much repent me of theſe ba baron 
2» ceremonies (though too too late, ) You that haue made mee, ſo 
»» many times become red with bloud, ſuffer me once to be ruddy 
„ With ſhame, that I ſo lightly haue beene deceaued, to the end 1 
,, may not bluſh to ſee my ſelfe changed with all the world. and 
ell me not I pray you, that I am old. Decrepirneſſeis not in 
*2 yeares, but in maners. It is neuet too late to leatue ones owne 
*® (afety and iris euet ſeaſonable to e e Shame is but for 
1 thoſe, who neither haue power, nor will to correct their vices. 
Come 
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Come and learne a new warfare of Chriſtlans with me, ** 
which in earth beazeth armes, and in Heauen it's conqueſts. << 
From whom ould I learne the mytiteries of heauen , butfrom «. 
ham that made it, and not from man, who doth not ſomuchas \Q 11, 
know all that paſſeth in his one houſe ? Whom would you ,nſweres 
haue me confide in, in the matter of beliefe we ought to have of to the li- 
God, but God bimfcife? How ſhall I take youfor a Maſter, fince berty of 
in the ſeeking to reach me, you conſe ſſe your one ignorance? Sy mma» 
You ſay God is a great ſecret, and muſt bee ſought by many cbus, 
wayes; but he who once hath hiton the ready way, why ſhould * 
he amuſe himſelſe with crooked turnings? You ſeeke him blind- « 
fold , and we find him in the light. You enquirehim with ſuſ- , 
pitions, and minds defturbance , and we find-him in the reue la- 
tion of the wiſedome , and verity of God himſelfe. Ir is ama» © 
litious ſtupidity to thinke we can ſerue this ſoueraigne Maſter © 
in all ſorts of Sets. As there is but one Sun in the world, ſo is ® 
there but one ttuth. It is a —— which is to be made, u 
but one way. All other ſupet are crooked lynes, that haue a 
as many ſemblances, az deſectt. How can we reconcike our Re- , 
ligions, yon adoring the workesof your hands, and we accoun- , 
tmgitan injury done to God, to worſhip the workes of men? 
How ſhall we haue one, and the ſame God, it yowadore Rocks *. 
and ſtones, which ou God inſtructeth vs to trample vnder feer? © 
Fo whom ſhall weentruſt ris verity in ſuch a great diuerſity ® 
of opinions, but to a Man- God, whole wordes were no other « 
then Prophecies; wiſedomes, & verities; his life but innocency; a 
his Sanctny, but vertues ; acbions but power, wonders, and 
miracles in all pants of rhe werb Wales Gower ſpirit bore the + 
Croſſe on the top of your Capitoll? You demaund es of. 
the Diuinity, and Iſhew you the conqueſt of a world, vnder 
the fette of one crucified : the loſſe this action hath of man, the 
more you behold there in the worke of God. * 
Tben ( &1mmuckas ) you vedemaund che aultars of Idols, of — j 
whom? Ofa Chrittian Empetour, whoſe hart is im the hand of e Fps 
God, and 4zmes are ſor the protect ion of faith. Would you have , * 
him employ his chaſt and innocent hands, vvhich he neuer lifred | 
vp but tor th living” God, to-repaire the monuments of s ſalſe , 
Deityf IA whac H nnd you , 'thinthe Pagatr Emperonrs 
I haue 
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Tha reite. 
„„ bayabailuGhappels Ind Temples forvs?-Andthinkeygon, out 
„gteat Ping hath leſſe ae ale for ttuth, then his predeceſſors tor 

| alihqpdl; They haue made allthe patts ofthe world ruddy wich! 
*” our bloug tor delence at their idols: but Godhath bresthed on 
” their purpaſes, and ouerthrowne by his power, what they 
„ would raile by their iniuſtice. Would you that a Chriitian Em- 
„ perour thould ſeeke inthe ruy nes of your Gods, to reſtore for 
„ You, in contempt of his owne-Religion , obiects ot ſinne on 
,, the Aultars? 
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Ap- tunet But let vs a little further ſee the ſequele heereof; They de- 
reply vd maund treuene wes for the Veſtalls, for they cannot otherwiſe 
Da of ſerue their God. Behold how couragious the Gentiles are; We 
Veſtalls. haue imbtaced and maiutayned. our Fayth in pouerty, injuries, 


and perſecutions ,and they ery out their ceremonies cannot ſub- 
, ſiſt without their owne intereſt. It js a ſhamfull thing to ſell vire 
„ ginity, and to fix themſe lues on profit , through the deſpayre of 
ettues, W hat armies haue theſemayds to mainteyne, who haue 
Jugh care of tacit zee? Thi number exccedeth not ſea- 
* uea;whichthey haue chaſeu ambngſi ſo manythouſand, to gard. 
% a mercenary virginity, that ſtill reſerues a right to make expe- 
tience of matiage · Is it fot this they muſt be mytredꝭ for this ſcar» 
„ latięd ? ſos this-endowed with athouland priudedges and en- 
»AUtay ned in mggniioantQarpches; wit a ttaꝝ ne of Frinet ſſes. 
to braue it through the ſtreets of a Citty 2 Behold! the hey vir 
„gins, and poore may dens of HhmmαUF,tl By my conſent let him 
reflect the eye ot his vndetſtanding and body on the Rate of our 
religious women : 19 hall (ge companies reple niſhed vit dow! 
„ nour, iategrity ,.hamalalingile, WO know þdw t6 wicthe: 
»/ guift of visginity, ag it ng hit ſa bee They w ate no attyrei n 
T — on the heads, but a poote veyle which bord w- 
, eth its worth from the ſuſtte of theit chaſtiiy They know not 
_ 1 att oi beam ys — they haue _—_—_— 
all cutiobrics of the ward a Putplennd ſuperſluity ne her dels 
n their houſe ʒ hut tat hat falle, and caſt rice, 'It is Hor their 
” cultom<s.toflauer, Nat ſall at the price oſ honour i and priviled» 
ges the purity of theĩt hodyes, but much other wiſe, they do all, 
2» 43 if their lulfcripgs were to be theregompogee of ein vertues. 


1 | 
14 Neuer will they leut themylteryol n. 
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» re them, who euer hat robbed the ri- 
» ches oſtheit Temples ? Chriftians haue heertofore beene berea- 
, und their ſubſtagcc, which is the marro w of menʒ ot ayre, which 
, i cojumonto alt living creatures, and not denyed to che dead Sy 

ſince the, vety enfaged Sea hath oft times ſenrback the bodyes 
® our Martyrs, to the hauen ( as it were) to giue them bunail. 1 
»» notwithilanding ay not a word, nor do I now accuſe any 
„ man oſcrueltye. For the victory of the Croſſe hath condemned 
„ the whole world. Rut if a piece of land be ſeized from a South» 
„ layer, who contrary to all religion, boldeth wealth giuen in fa- 

uour of Religion, all the world muſt be fummoned with an al- 
arme. If they will poſſeſſe lands by out examples, let the imirare 
the charity we ptactiſe for the publique. Where are the priſoners 
they haue tedeemed i The poore they haue fed ? The baniſhed 
they haue ſuccouted ? Of all our welth we nought reteyne but 
„ Fayth, the reſt is ſpent in the neceffities of men, & they thin ke it 
„ teaſonable to employ it in maſſacre of beaſts, ro feeif they haue 
not che death of Princes, in their entraills. Is not this inſuppor- 


, 


An an. fable? Vet notwithſtãding their Gods (ſayth be) haue reuenged 


werecog - on our heads the iniury done to their Prieſts , by a generall ta- 
ceraing mine. That is it, which hath cauſed ys to eate tootes, and bars 
the dearth te of trees; which hath made ys ſhake oakes , to get accornes, 
3- and enuy hogs their food, fince we yniulify dereyne the ſuſte- 
>» Hance of men. Behold great prodigies, and which neuer happe· 
„ ned to the Gentiles ! To whome doth Symmachns thinke he tells 
* theſe fables? To vs, who knew the Pagans were heertoſote fo 
accuſtomed to cate accorns , that for this only cauſe rhey deifyed 
** their oakes? Is it poſſible their Gods ſhould appoint, that — 
niſhment, which theſe ſame haue ſo ofs bought vvith price of in- 
cenſe, and bloud of beaſtes ? And then what iniuftice were it, 
that for a ſmall handfull of Sacrificers, & Southſayers, who pro- 
, tend to be inteteſſed heerin, theſe eruell Diuinities ſhould rake 
„ teuenge by a getierall deſolation of all Prouinces ? How ſhouſd 
„ chey ſo long ſtand with armes a Croſle in the ruines of fo many 
Temples, who haue ouerthrowne their Idols, to come to con- 
*” teſt wich ys, ypon a ĩuſt retention of the ſuperftuities of a filly 
75 2 Behold now already how many yeares the Pagan 

$c@ hath bee declining, hah any one lens for all this be 
tier 
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river Nibe oerflow — Atop hath paſſed ar gen. Ce *< 
the conquelt of Ægipt hach tojerated ynder the mes ve 
of the Croſſe ? And it theſe Gods haue this [aſt yeare auẽ ged ii eit. 
ininries entorcing ys to feed on accorns, why this preſent yeare, „ 
when the contempt of their nams is much greater then euer, . 
haus they not made vs eatethorns ? The living God be praiſed, 

* who husbandeth good and euill for vs with a moſt wile c&co- ** 
nomy. We haue feene the hillocks ſmyle vnder the bewty of ** 
vines. We haue beheld the earth curled with eares of corne,and . 
yield ys fo plentifull haruefts , that they haue giuen ioy to one, ve 
admiration to others, and fatisfation to the whole world. Yea 6 
wecanſay , the laſt yeare hath not beene ſo barren , but that it © 
hath letr in many Provinces, marks of the fruitfulnefle thereof. _ 
The Gaues haue beene more enriched then euer, the Sclauons 
haue ſould corne, which they neuet ſowed. The Griſons haue 
had ſuch gore that they haue giuen to their neighbours more 
exuſe of enuy then compaſſion, and thoſe who were confident . 
in a great ſcartiey, are made enemies in large fertility. Genoug, e 
aud nc haue try ed the commodities of the fruits of autunme, « 
and in a Word, the yeare hath not beene every where ſo prodi- 
gious , as the eloquence of the Gouernout. _ 

Nay, theſe obiections are more tolletable, but that which we 
cannot endure, nor diſſemble wirh your moſt Chriſtian Maie- 

ſties, is, that the Genriles, out of brauery , dare affi:me, they ol- 
fer ſacrifices to their Gods in your names, and you afford them 
your protections, Who hath giuen them this Commiſſion? Who 4 
makes them account your conntuences fo criminall , as to take 
them for commaundem-nts? That they guard their defenders, ,, 

, Who haue hitherto ill protected them, and that they preſume _ 

not, their Gods being ſo ſeble for preſetuation of thoſe , who 

yield them ſuch honour, ſhould bee able ro ſhield others, Who 

handle them with ſuch contempt. * 

Vet muſt we (ſayth the Gouernour) defend the auncient Re- 4 


ligion. Nothing is elder then the Truth , which hath ſeene the corcer- 
world in it's cradle: but a falſe Religion, the more auncient, the ning the 


rous it ts; fince it is an antiquity of errors, the pre- antiquity 


ſumption whereof time doth augment. Vertues are not meaſu- of Pag. 
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in like maner will conſider the woxkes of nature, We ſballfipd 
the [aff to bethe belt. The weld (as you lay), was noughtgls 
in che begfriiiing, but an aſſembly of licle Atomies. which flying 
m HE aht *Woue one Withip another the web of ehis:greac 
worke: atterwatd it became a confuſed M. ſſe, full ot horroz,and 
dar kneſfe, till ſuch time, as the great workeman came to ſe pa- 
rate the elements, adorne the heauens with lampes, & diſtend 
light ouer the face of this Vniuerſe. Thea the earth diſaray ing it 
 felfe, asfrom a tobe of ſorrow, ſeemed io admire the Sun it fiad 
neuer ſeene. Conſider you not how the day at its birth diſper- 
ſeth darkneſſe, With a litle wy of brighineſſe, which in- 
2 ſenſibly increaſeth till the time it diſcouereth itlelte in the glit- 
2, tering light and feruours of the midday? Behold you not how 
»» the moone, which monthly waxeth and waneth, now ſaemeth 
„ loſt to ys, then ſhewes her ſelſe (as it were) a litle threed, ſtraight 
„ the becomes a well formed creſcent, afterward in the ꝓropotruon 
that ſhe looketh on che Sun , ſhe is augmented, and laſily com- 
poſerh for vs a great globe of light? Know yout nar how the 
earth was before rude , not hauing felt the iron Coulter, hut ſo 
* ſoone as the husbandly labourer, began to exerciſe a; power 
2» ypon it, and cultiuate the barten r tooke ypon them 
3» a much other aſpect? For molliſiing in this tillage all, which 
was wild, they ſpred out vato vs grapes, and hazyeſts., Where 
we before had ſeene nought els, but netiles and bryers. See you 
notalſo how at the point of the firſt ſeaſon, theearthis wholy * 
bare, then in the Spring's progrelle , it beginneth to produce 
certayne ſmall flowers, which ars as the eyes of the meadowes; 
„ but eyes, which ſpring, and eclipſe, in one, and the ſelſe lame 
» day; and the beſt of all is kept to vst ot the later ſeaſon : and we |, 
„ Our ſelues, when we are borne ate nothing els, but a liile Jump 
of fle ſh, which is polliſhed with time, and changed into a more 
liuel y infancy, but ill ignorant, vntill the time our ſoule js em 
boldened by the day, for then we leaue the rudements oſ mayo» 
rity , to become petlect men. Behold the practiſe , which Reli- 
”” gions haue held in the world: all that, which is gone afore,hath 
2» beene in part gioſſe, and carnall, partly deceiptſull, and iy ing. 
„ by the cunning of the Dcui']. Grace in later ty mes hath (ec a 
ſcale on the woke ii beganne fromthe birth of the V * i, 
things 
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things the leſſe auncient , be che periet, we muſt prefer , the «e 
Chaos befote he Sun, accorns, before haruelts , march violets, 4 
before grapes ; and ſay we haue done ill to couet the earth with e, 
Gluer, and change ſheepherds cottages into the gilded marbles , 
of the Capitol. ; 
But they are induſtrious to wound one another, crying vp 
the ancient ceremonies. It this antiquity be ſo recommendaole, ** 
why did Rome yearly change her Religion, as certayne birds do“ 
their feathers? introducing dayly ſome innovation in matter of ce 
ſuperſtitions ,deriued from the fame nations they by their armes ce 
hadcapriuated ? Is it ſayd ſhee will open her Temples to all the 
Mols of the earth, and only ſhut them vp from heauenly veri- 
ties? He now , here ſpeaketh to vs of a victory, which is a guift 
of God, and not ot a Goddeſſe : a guift which is often times 
graunted to the ſtrength of legions, & neuer allotted to the im- 
piety of ſuperſtitions. They will ſet vp their aultar in the mid- 0 
deſt of a ſoueraigne Court, and ſay that (deſpite of vs) we mult 40 
ſwallow the ſmoke of their ſacrifices , heare their goodly mu- „ 
ſicke, andreceiue the aſhes of their prophane victimes, on the , 
forchead ; where we beare the characters of the liuing God. Is 
ix not abſolutely io outbraue Chriſtianity ynder moſt Chriſtian ** 
E mperours? What ſhall now preſently be done at Court by the 
better part aſa be: Sᷣ bat, V hich is Chtiſtian? It will be neceſſaty © 
tharthey eytherintxiuſing vn tau oppoſe your Edicts, if the ve 
vnhappineſſe of the time ſhould make them fauour a requelt {> . 
vnciuill, or by conniuency conſeſſe their ſacriledge. 1 will ,, 
ſpeake freely , it is not an aultat they deſ ie won inthe Ca- 
— — Naith which they pow; Would -icargtrom our 
ars. Ib you colmanhi duch a ſinne, you ο mit it. yi 
The Empervor Conſtant, of malt worthy memory, being as 
yet bura Catechumene, would not ſo much as behold this aul 
tar, for ſeae that by the ſole ſi ght there eh bis Conſacpie might . 
ve poſuedi ho aauſed ie ptaſeni ly to be taken away, and oe 
haſtem to veſtore it, do make them bereafter ſwWeate to your , 
lawes beforethe face of falſe Gods. What need haue we of ſuch * 
an oath ? be denat is aſſembled by your commaunds, and for“ 
vou To you they owe their fidelity, & conſcience, not to Gods, << 
hon of noaccempr. It prefezreth you before hob 2 ö 
29 „7 * , 
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, children, but not before their Religion; then is it atharity much 
greater, then your Empire, to preſetue that piety u hich ſaue 
*" gards your Empite. All heere below inthe affaires of men is 
” moſt yncertaine; all therein is tranſitory; and great fortunes, 
„ which haue the Sun in their face, haue ice vndet foot ; we po 
2» (eſſe nothing immortall but true Religion, which — v2 
„ aboue Monarchs to equall vs with angels. Pompey atter he had 
„ meaſured three parts of the world, more by histriumphes, then 
,, frauailes , is defeated , repeld , baniſhed, and dead, on the fron- 
tiers of the Empire , by the hand ofa halfe man; and the earth 
*” which ſeemed too ſcanty for his conqueſts, was ſerene to faile 
him fora tombe. Cyrus after he had ouercome ſo many potent 
enemies ;after he had equalled his viories to his clemency, is 
„ yanquiſhed by Towyris ; and his bead, crowned with ſo many 
„ lawrels, ſerued as a matter of fora woman, who drencht 
„ it in a leathen ſack filled with humane bloud, ſaying vnto him. 
„ Satiate thee with that, thou ſo much baſt defired . 

| Hamilcar, Captaine of the Carthaginians, one of the molt ſu- 
perſtitious Princes that ever the earth bare , after ſo many Tro- 
” phies, threw himſelte through deſpaire into the fire , which he 
had cauſed to be kindled for the Sacrifice of his Gods , ſeing it 
„ no whit had auailed him. I will not ſay Chriſtian Emperours 
>» ſhall ever be fortunate in temporall affaires : but I dare affirme, 
,z that if we muſt need be aff; Red as men; whenfoeucr we looſe 
,, all, yet never ought we to forſake Religion, as laben, that vn- 
happy Monarch hath done, whe ioyned the ſhipwrack of his 

faith. to the loſſe of his Empire. \ 
ates ft Moſt Sacred Maiefty. Remember yourſelfe that all the men 
42.1: of Of the world fight for vs, and you ſhould'combar for the true 
Lan. Religion, without which, there is neither protection in the Em- 
„ pire, nor ſafety in the world. If there be oecafion to reſolue 2 
matter of armes, make adteſſe to your Oouncell of war, but if 
a point of Religion be handled , you neither ought,” nor may 
determine ĩt withdut the aduiſe of your Biſhops . You ſhould 
»» ſee them all heere aſſembled , iſ the practite of our enemics had 
not preuented them. I anſwere for all, and in the name of all, 
„ implore the piety , and ſuſtice of your Maieſty, that no man 
„ leere may pretend to abuſo your Minority, to the proiwdice of 
your 
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your ſoule. Take heed , how you precipitate any thing in this . 
affaire, without impatting i to the Emperour Theedoſins, whom ec 
you haue hitherto honoured, as a Father. os 
if you do otherwiſe, | wil not conceale that from you, which , 
my proteſſion commaundeth, and conſcience obligeth me to 
tell you. You will come to the Church, but you will find no 
Bilhop there; or if you do, it wilbe but to refit you. What 
woald you anſwere him; when he ſhall tell you, the Church << 
hath nothing to do with your liberalities ;fince you haue ador- << 
ned the Temples of Gentiliſme, you will neuer build the hou- ce 
ſes of Sionzthe aultar of leſus Chrift cannot endure your offerings, ,« 
ſince you haue eretedaulcars for Idols. Your word, your letter, . 
your {ignet , is the worke of your bart, of which our enemies 
make a Trophey, and which yotcannotdeny. Your ſeruice can 
nolonger be pleaſing to the Saviour of the world, fince you 
areengaged to falſe Sieinices Think you to ſerue two Mai- 
ſters? Think you it will be lawfull to entertayne Veſtals, to the «e 
cenremptot Religious women of your name, and beliete? You ee 
haue no-more to do with Biſhops, ſince you haue preferred Sa- ,, 
crificers to the Deuill, before them. What anſwere you to this? 
That you haue committed a fault in a child pardonable . Euery 
age nb jp for leſus Chriſt, and there is no infancy, but is teple- 
niſhed with God, it it render it ſelfe not vn worthy thereof, $i 
Litle Infants heertofore haue confronted executioners, and ** 
borne away the crow ne of martirdome, and you would bettay ee 
our aultars. What will you anſwere to your good brother the ce 
Em Gratian of holy & glorious memory, when he ſhal ſay. ,, 
Ny brother, I never thought to be vanquiſhed by myne ene- 
mies, whilſt [|efrthe Diademe on your head. It hath not grie- 
ued me to dy, ſince my place was repleniſhed with ſo good a 
ſucceſſor. I freely haue Erlaken the Empire, being perſwaded, ** 
the ordinances I made in fauour of Religion, would remayne «< 
inuiolable to IR] theſe are the ſpoiles I gay ned ce 
ouer Deuils: theſe are my titles, and tropheys ; theſe the pledges ce 
of my piety, and monuments of my faith, which you haue, 
fince taken away fromme by your edits. What may an enemy 
do more? You have viola ted, what 1 ſo piouſly ordeyned for the 4 
glory ofaultare; rei Vithing which be who ſo rawontbily a 
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" barearmes againſt me, never hath done. The ſword, which traf- 
fixed my body, did me leſſe hurt, then your edicti: more ſenſible 
” am lof the wound you impreſſed on my Cinders, then that 
” which the Tyrant fixed on my members. The one tooke from 
me the lite ot body, but this bereaues me the life of memory, and 
„ vertues. On this day it is that I looſe Empire, ſince I ſee my ſelfe 
>; depriued of that I allwayes preferred before Empires, & that it 
„ is taken from me after my death, yea by the hand oof a man 
whom 1 infinitly loued. (Brother) If you haue done this of your 
33 2 1 
owneaccord , you haue condemned my faith, and if by con- 
* ſtraint, you haue betrayed your owne: & being wholy dead as 
2» I am, you make me dy in you who are of my felt the better part. 
„ On the other fide, thinke you not but that the Emperour F alen- 
„ #inian, your Father whoſe name you beare, will ſay vnto yo 
Sonne, you haue done me much iniury, ſo to prejudicate ny 
| conſcience , and to belieue I euer had any purpoſe to tollerate 
ſupetſtitions, ſo preiudiciall to Chriſtianity. I puniſhed all eri- 
” mes that came to my knowledge. But neuer haue I heard of an 
5 Aultar ot Victory, nor prophane ſacrifices to be made in a Soue- 
„ Taigne Court, before the eyes of all Chriſtendome. (Deare Son-, 
2» ne) you greatly diſhonour he reſpect, which is due to the me- 
„ mory of your Father, if you thinke he oweth his empire to ſu- 
perſtition, and not to his Religion. I hartily beſeech God (moſt, 
*' Sacred Maieſty) if this affaire be ſo important ( as you ſee} to 
»* your conſcience, to the memory of your Father,the aſhes of your 
brother, your ownereputation , to theiudgement which 
2» ſterity mal giue vpon you, and that, which tranſcendeth all 
»» other (confiderations I the yniuerſall Church, you would now 
„ do, what you will one day repent not to haue done, when we, 
„ {ball appeare before the eyes of the whole Church triumphant, 
to the end your actions may be freefrom reptooſe, as m coun» 
ſels are of repentarice. x 
Who could rei theſe thunderbolts?Spmmechuc reputed at that 
time (as we hade layd ) the | pre ſtates-man ip the Roman EM- 
pire, both for eloquence, and authority, was a hamed of his ſu- 
perſticion, & in pleading for id. n; it eſcaped him, well ſhew ing 
it was nothing, ſince it had ſo litle countenanced a man, who. 


aſcri bed ſo much yato it, which madę An lay, 
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in pleading for Vidory, hath loſt the victory, left 
by him, in the hands of &. Ambroſe , plainly diſcouering, the 
Goddeſſe was very vnrealonable to ſorſake thoſe , that terued 
her, and gratify ſuch as offended her. 


The Triumph of S. Ambroſe in the Con- 
uerſion of S. Auguſtine, 


Sect. 17. Of the Nature & (ondition of this 
Great- Man. 


COME tooneofthe moſtremarkeable actions 
of S. Ambroſe, reſplendent in the conuei ſion of great 
S. Auguſtine, the fruition whereot Heauen,& carth 
haue diuided ; fince this incomparable Man ſetues p 
as a ſupport for the Church militant in the reuolu- — 
tion of ſo many ages, and an ornament to the Church tit iumphãt n 145 
through all eternity. It is none of the leaſt gifts from heauen, that cgauerGhs 
our Ambroſe was ſelected for an affayre ot ſo great importance, . 
that the whole world might find its intereſts there in, and for 
a victory ſo eminent, that were the Angels as capable ot malice, 
as they are repleat with charity, as they haue loued the ſpoyle, 
they would enuy the glory thereof. Happy voyce of thunder. 
which made this Hind to bring forth her yoũg after the throwes P/4/.18. o. 
and agitations of twelue yeares- Happy the Beſeleel, who ſo 
well hath laboured in the Tabernicle of the living God, Happy fr. 1. 
the Dawid who hath ſubdued this Rabbartb ſo manytimes ſhakẽ by 
the armes of great Captay nes. Happy the Alexander, who with .. go. u. 
the ſword of the word hath cut ſo many Gordian knots, as held ; 
this great Spitic in diſtmbance. Iheere defy all the Amphichea- 
rers , Which haue beene in the World, and fo often! maxed the 
bloud of men with that of Lyons, and Elephants . I call choſe 
Spectacles, which ſo many timeshauearreſted the eyes of Geſars, 
I deſire the jouſts, tourpeys, races, chariots, triumphes, & 
maghſficences , may be propoſed,” Which haue diane bloud 
fromall the yeynits 2 
- 


The great 
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that it may be con ſidered whether there were euer combat 
comparabl: to this which I prefent . Where a holy Bitbop 
entted into the liſt agaynſt the 7 Spirit of the world, where 
God fits enthtoned , where the Angels ranged belore the gates 
of Heauen, contemplate ; where three parts of the world expect 
the iſſue of this duellʒ where Heauen applaudeth, the earth trem- 
bleth; where Hell frowneth, the Diuels howle to ſee themſel- 
ues deceaued dftheir prey; Where the victorious ambroſe trium- 
heth , where the vnuanquiſhable Auguſtm y ieldeth, to be con- 
med by his fall. to be rayſed by his abaſing. tortifyed by his 
weakeneſle . «hi | 
Gentle Reader, I intreat you, as my purpoke is no other but 
to enchaſe in this hiſtory of S. Ambroſe, the acts of Eccleſialticks, 
who to him ate ſo particuletly tyed, tharyouthioke it not ſtiã- 
ge if I more at lage diſtend my ſelfe ypon a narration ſo proti- 
table for the ſubu ect, which I create of : I doubt not but the man- 
ner wherein I ſhall vnfould it, will render him holy, new 
to you, 25 his greatneſſe made him honourable, and that its v- 
rility is {till ſeaſoned with ſome particuler bene fit. 
Impedi- That we may heere well obſerue the paſſage of the diuine 
ments in Providence in the direction of mans ſaluation, aud — of 
the con- J. Ambroſe, quickned with the ſpirit of God; It is neceſſaty to 
q | Pi ; T 
uerſioa of conſider the powertult appofitiogs , that ſo long time hin ted 
S. Angu« this Conuerſion, which I teduce to three principall heads, Cu- 
ſliae · rioficy, Preſumption, and Camall Loue. 

It is a dangerous peltilence in matter of Religion to take the 
the — — — ordinarily fixeth it ſelſe on the 
faireſt Spitits , as it is yd the Genthoredes do reſt on the beauti- 

Catioſiiy fuloſt Roſes: A great trayne of V ices is ever waited on by agteat 
and che Curioſity, and he that can Well know them, ſhall find, that to 
deſcrip õ be curious, is, to forſake Innocency, to draw neare to finne (ac- 
— cording toahe eloquent g. A ν“uberb more offenders in 
— priſon. ben learned is Schola ener, the d. fy know what God 
non per it. would haur adden. ir paid u Ice of anes ſelſe, 

8. Zen, Were [a Painter, ot RO traf to zepreſent. to youth the 
4. een Vanity of this paſſiongl would make the Statue thereof on a mo- 
fi) 3-100 ag globe. What can bd mare igconſtant? 1 Would, giue it 
144086, wings; whats lights. $4 would pri all duet wi Fs 
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what more watebſull / 1 would fill it with cates : what more 
indultrious in the diſcouery of fo great a diverſity of things ? 1 
would giuc it a mouth perpetually open; forit is no ſooner filled 
by the eare , but emptied by the mouth. I would lodge it at the 
ligne of Vacuum tor what is more vayne ? I would afford it ipi- 
ders webbes tor attyre; what is more lriuolous? For table, and 
viands, ſmoake; what more ſlender, and hungry? 

would ordeyne tor officers many Lyars, and Impoſtors, 
for ſuch people are it's fauorites. Before it a certayne itch of ge- 
nerall knowledge ſhould goe, for it is the ordinary meſſenger 
thereof. At the tight hand opinion; for it is it, which deceaues 
her. At the left, Tattle, it is that, which inſtructs her. Aſter it I 
would ſet Diſturbance of Spirit, Ignorance, and Miſery; for it 
is it's inheritance in the end. 

Auguftine (as it were) from his moſt tender yeares, made him- 
ſelfe tributary to this falſe Deity ; and inſteed of raking the way 
of true Religion, by the pathes of holy fimplicity, needs would 
he diue into ut by reaſons, and humane ſubtilities, which aliena- 
ted him , as far from truth , as they were of powerto encline 
him to Vanity. 


He had a great wit (as it were) like a prodigy , & it ſeemeth The witt 
that Aﬀrique which produced him, would then bring forth no- of S. Au- 


thing, which was meane. It muſt euer bee deliue:ed of huge 80 
Monſters, or mighty men He not withſtanding, was ouer ſharpe, 
being not as yet in his conſiſtence but teſſembled the glaſſe of a 
Mirror ; which cannot render formes , till it be lea ded. So this 
admirable wit through want of rhe vertue of humilny. which is 
in men as lead in-themittor,ſparkled with'a yayne preſumption, 
which bringing with it no other proffit. made more iNuſiohs in 
eyes, then it left good examples in mã ners. Now to ſpecify the 
qualities of this extellent nature, we muſt confiderit from his 
tendorſt yeares ſince the diſpoſitio makes it ſelſe ſoone appeare 
in children, as the Roſe in his bud. 8 


| augultin beganne (as ir were) 45 ſoone to ſtudy, as to live; His incll- 
for he burned from his younger dayes with a thirſt of know- nations. 


ledge, ſo eminent, that he ſurmounted his age; And fora note 
of bus Curioſity , which alreadytather aymed at ſpendor, then 
vtlity ( litle though he were) he reſſembled the children, who 


t make 
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make themſelues preachers before they can read Nothing was 
he pleaſed with the elements ofa Grammar, which here puted 
too low for his ſpirit. He wouldclymbe without a ladder, and 
ſcorncd to learne ofa Grammarian, how the name of &neas was 
Written; but rather voluntaryly diſputed whether A neas had 
becne at Carthage, or not. Greeke to him was a pill, which he 
| {wallowd not but by conſtraint , and better loued he to ſpeake 
latin by cuſtome, then the rules of Donat. All his delight was to 
know fablcs, and hiſtories; to weepe ouer the diſaſtrous loues of 
poore Dido , and to be angry —— with ſo good a grace, 
that compoſin upon certayne imitations of Vigil, he ta- 
uiſhed his Mailters, & companions in the Schoole; which made 
it well apeare he one day ſhould become more fruitſull in ſtron 
imaginations ( which are the principall pieces of — 
then religious in choice of words, and poliſhed in periods. His 
Father , who diſcouered the riches of this ſpirit , had an ardent 
delire, that he might ſwymme in a large water, for he as yet ſtu- 
died at Oran a petty village of Afrique, hauing not the meanes 
to go to Carthage. 

Want of enhablements is many times a counterpoiſe to the 
height of the ynderſtanding ; but in depreſſing it, he crow ned 
it, ſince generous ſtudies (according to Plentes laying ) are lodged 
at che ligne of Poxerty, and ever Sciences are refined by neceſſity. 
Angaſtine, not then knowing what God would do with him, 
ſought to make a fortune, and ſuch likewiſe was the will of Pa- 
tricius his tacher., who more deſired to ſee him eloquent, then 
chaſt. Behold why the good-man, who had much courage. and 
licle mcanes , ſtroue beyond his hability, to ſend his ſonne to 
Carthage, the moſt tamous Vniuerfity of 4ffrick, As great fiſhes are 
tound in great Seas, ſo 4uguitine had there, where with to ſatisfy * 
the paſſion of his Curioli:y, and meaſuring his owne ſtreng 
with that of others, ſaw matter inough how to make his wit 
be held in eſteeme;to which he already had ſufficiẽt inclination. 

He was not contented to exerciſe himſelſe in eloquence, 
which in all ages hath had much reputation among artes, as the 
fulleſt of noyce , & that which vntolds it ſelſe with moſt oſtentz 
but he chroughly ſtudied Philoſophy , and all other ſciences 
which are of power to make an able man; ia ſuch ſort that there 

was 
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was not then a booke he had not with vndefatigable . 4 
peruſed. The poore young man went like a Torrent whither 
paſſion tranſported him, and where the blaſt ofambition brea- 
thed, hauing the feeling of Chriſtianity in him very taint; for 
much better he loued to meaſure che world in his vanity , then 
— it in the loue of God. Not ( as yet) conſidering the dif- 

erence betwene a good country S wayne, Who at full eaſe en- 
joyeth the fruites of his tree, whereof he knowe;h no other ſe- 
crets; and a Philoſopher, that obſerueth the ten Categories and 
remaines necre almoſt famiſhed, not daring to traſt of any one 
fruit. His Curioſity fayled not to transferre him to iudiciall 
aſtrology wherein —_— much time, ſtill thinking to dif- 


couer lome ſecrets in this 


abyriath of Fooles, which bencr 


knoweth how to inuolue mindes, then giue them ſatisfaction. 
It happened ynto him one day to conferre with an old Phiſi- 
tian, a man graue, and of great capacity; who ſeing him paſ- 


fionatly in lone with theſe bookes of Aſtrology, ſayd: ( Senne) if 


you deſire to tranſcend others in any profeſſion of the world. ra- 
ther take eloquence, in which ( as far as I can ſee) you haue 
greatly proficed, then ſticke on vaine ſciences ynworthy of your 
iudgement. Verily I will herein conteſſe 1 5 olf my 


youth , I haue beene as much addicted to iud 


| Aſtrology as 


euer Was any man of my condition: for Inot onely ſought the 
ſatisfaction of my mind, but the eſtabliſhment off m 
Notwithſtanding I have wholy left it, through a moſt vndoub- 
ted knowledge , that we cannot teſolue on any thing ſolid the- 
rein. Iudge you what you pleaſe, but euer a well redified ſpirit 
will be aſhamed to proſeſſe a Science not ſupported by reaſon, 
and which knewes (as it were) no other trade, but to deceyue. 

» This at that tyme ſomewhat ſtartled him, but ſtayd not his pure 
poſe ( ſo much he loued to deceyue himſelſe, and ſo much he 
relolued to ſind out this ſecret in the end.) But euer as he waded 
further, not diſcoueri ng firme land, he found trouble ina barren 


labour, and mpch,yanuy , where he to himſelſe propoſed ſome 


ſolidity. 
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red him ſo much in contempt of this folly, as 


fag yong map of eminent qual- 
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„ that he was : for the 


curiosity of 


Alttology 


Aſtrology 
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Aſttbſogy ceaſed not to iricite him, as bern bofife da Father 
ai Aſtrologer, a man of honor, bur ſo curious, that he calcula⸗ 
ted the very horoſcope of Cats; and Dogges that were whel4 
ed in his houſe ; yet ſo lirle had he profired'thet er; that at the 
me rymEhis ſon came into the world, a fer bfhirneighe 
bots, being deliyered of a male- child, he foretold; according 
to the rules of his att, that both of them being borne vnder one 
ſame Conſtellation, ſhould runne the like fortune: which was 
ſo falſe , that this Firminas his ſonne being borne of a rich ſami- 
ly, progrefledfarints the honour of the ty mes, whilſt rhe ſonne 
of the ſetuant, hotwithſtanding the favours of his goodly horo- 

ſcope, waxed old in ſeruitude. 

bis young man, Whomade this flatration, though conuin; 
ced by his one experience ; Rill ſuffered himſclte ro be begui- 
led with his proper ertor, ſo difficult it is to take a way this char» 
me, by force of teaſons. Our Angauſf ine by litle and litle, diſperſed 
thoſe vapours , both by the viuaciry of his owne excellent ĩud- 
ement, and the confideration df others — He was likewiſe 
fonlcited to attempt a kind of Magick, much in requeſt among 
the heathen Philoſophers of that apes which was to feeke pre- 
ditions from the ſhop of the Diuell , by meanes of effuſion of 
the bloud of beaſtes, and ſometimes of children. But God who 
(as yet? hel a bridle on this vncollected ſoule, and would not 
ſuffer it to be defiled with thoſe black faries, g aue him in the be- 
ginnyng ſo much horror vpon all theſeprocedings, that a Ne- 
gromancer promiſing him one day to beare away the prize of 
poeſy in a uh gue meeting of Poets, if he would aſſure him of 
a reaſonable reward ; he anſweared, that were the Crownets 
be giuen in thofe games of profit}, of gold Holly celeftiall; he 
would not buy it by ſuch kind of wayes, at the tare of the bloud 
of a fly. Which he partly ſpake thr ſome ſenſe of piety ; 
partly alſo by the knowledge he had of the illuſion, and barren- 
nefſe offuch eden 
His Rel. He was much more trouble ot the articles of Faith {for 
gioo. though from his childhood be was educated in chriſtian Ren- 
gion , vnder the wings of his mother $. Mei; Vet ſuffe- 
ring his mynd to mount vp Vntb ſo any iofries, he had 
gtcatly weakened the ſenſe of piery © And being tiffoirto pes 
: netrate 
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trate all, by the help of humane reaſons, whe he began to think 
on the Chriſtian maximes ot faith, he therein beheld much ter- 
ror, and aby ſſe. He cane to this condition, that not content 
with the God of his forefathers, who taught him holy Coun- 
ſels, and the vniuerſall voice of the Church, he put himſelſe 
vpon maiſtery ; now wholy ready to ſhape aDiuinity on the 
weake Ida of his one brayne. 

Ihe Manichees at that tyme ſwayed in Aﬀrique; who hauing 
founde this ſpirit , and ſeeing he might one day proue a ſup- 
port to their SeR, they ſpared nothing to gay ne him: and being 
vpon change it was not very hard to bring him ii to the ſnare, 
I his Sect (prang from one named Manes a Peifian by birth, and 
a ſeruant by condition, who hauing inherited the goods of a 
Miſtreſſe that he ſerued, from a good ſlaue, which be had beene, 
had he remayned in that ſtate, became by ſtudy an ill Philoſo- 
pher, and worſe Diuine; for mingling ſome old dotages of the 
magick of Perſians , with other maximes of Chriſtianity, partly 
by the help ot his purſe, partly alſo by an infinity of impoſtures 
deriued from his giddy ſpirit; he made himſelſe head of a faction, 
proteſting he was the Holy Ghoſt. His principall folly con- 
liſted in placing two Gods in the world, the one good, the other 
bad, who had many ſtrange battailes. The boch (as he ſayd) 
was the creature of the euill God; and the ſoule, a portion of the 
ſubſtance of the good, enthralled in matter; And followin 
theſe principles, he gaue a phantaſticall body to the Saviour of 
the world, eſteeming it a thing vn worthy of the ( Word) to be 
perſonally vnited to the fleſh , which he held in the number of 
things execrable. Behold the cauſe why thoſe, who were in- 
gulted in this Sect, made ſhew to abſteyne from meate and 
wine, which they termed the Dragons gaul. 

I do not thinke that euer Auguifine fully conſented to all the 
Chymera's of Manes, which were innumerable ; but at the eſt, 
he reliſbed this Sect, in the opinion it had of the originall, and 
nature of the body, and ſoule, and in many other articles, even 
to the belicuing ſ as himſelfe witnefleth) fables moſt ridiculous. 
Great God, = thundreſt ypon the pride of humane fpirirs, 
and draggeſt into the duſt of the earth, thoſe that would goe 
equall with Angell! What eclipſe of vnderſtanding? What = - 
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ſing of courage in miſerable Auguſtine? To ſay that a man whoſe 
eye was ſo piercing, doctrine ſo eminent, and eloquence lo di- 
uine, after he had torſaken the helme of faith and reaſon, be- 
came ſo abandoned, as to make himſelſe a party of the Sect of a 
barbarous , and phantaſticall Slave, who in the end for his miſ- 
deeds , was flayed by the commaund of the King of Perſia; as if 
the skinne of this man could no longercouer a ſoule ſo wicked. 
Behold whither Curioſity tranſporteth an exorbitant ſpirit ! 
behold into what, ſo many goodly gifts of grace, and nature, 
are diſſlued! behold how the Eternall wiſedome beſotteth 
thoſe , who forſake him, to court the lying fantades of their 
imagination ! 
A ſecond obſtacle went along with this extrauagant Cu- 
rioſity, to ſetle him fixedly in error; which was, the Preſump- 
ad tion of his one abilities (an inſeparable companion of hereſy.) 
—— He that once in his brayne hath deiſied Crocodiles, and Dra- 
— ons, not only adoreth them, but will perſwade others, that 
e hath reaſon to ſet candles before them, and burne incenſe for 
them, It is a terrible blow, when one is wounded inthe head 
by his proper iudgement, whoſe ill neuer reſts in the meane. 
We come tothe end of all by the ſtrengch of induſtry ; Stones 
are pulled forth from the entrails of men; the head fs open to 
make {moake iſſue out: but what hand hath euer drawne a falſe 
opinion out of the brayne of one preſumptious, but that of God? 
All ſeemeth greene (ſayth Ariftotle ) to thoſe, who looke on 
the water; and all isiuſt and ſpecious to ſuch , as behold them- 
ſelues in proper loue, Better it were, according to the counſels 
of the auncient Fathers of the Deſart, to haue one foote in hell 
with docibility of ſpirit, then anarme in Paradiſe with your 
owne iudgement, . 


Avguſt.l, Auzuſtime, not to manteyne his fault, would euer miſtake, 
de — and thought it was to make a truth of an error,. opinionatiuely 
ire to defend it. He had that, which Tertulliam ſayth, is familiar a- 
an ro mong heretiques, Swellings, and Oſtentation of knowledge, 
and his detigne , was then to diſpute, not to liue. Himſelſe con- 
ſeſſeth two things long time made him to tumble in the ſnare; 
the firſt whereof was a certayne complacence of humor, which 


eaſily adhered to vicions companies z and the other an 9 


A ſecoad 
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he ſhould euer haue the vpper hand in diſputation. He was as 
alicle Merhyn without hood or leaſhes, catching all ſorts of men 
with his ſophiſmes; and when he had oue:come ſome ſimple 
Catholique, who knew not the ſubtilities of Philoſophy , he 
thought he had raiſed agreat Trophy ouer our Religion. In all 
things this Genus ſought tor ſupereminence ; tor euen in game 
Where hazards ſtood not faire for him, he freely made vſe of 
ſhifts, and were he ſurprized, he would be angry , making them 
till belieue he had gay ned: as a cettay ne wratteler, wbo being 
ouerthrowne, yndertooke by force of eloquence to proue, he 
was not fallen. This ſeemed much better for diſpute, then for 
game. For as he had now flattered himſelfe ypon the aduanta- 
ges of his wit, he was apprehenſiue in this point of che leaſt in- 
tereſt of his reputation, and, had rather violate the law of God 
then commit a barbariſme in —_— thereby to breake the 
law of Grammar, to the preiudice of the opinion was had of 
him. It was a ctime to ſpeake ot Vertue with a ſoleciſme, and 4 
Vertue to reckon vp vices in faire language. When he was pu- 
bliquely to enterprize ſome action of importance, the apprehen= 
flon of ſucceſſe put him into a feauer : ſo that walking one day 
through the Citty of Millas with a long Oration in his head, & 
meeting a Rogue in the ſtreet who flouted him at pleaſure, he 
fetched a great ſigh, and ſayd : Behold, this Varlet bath gone 
beyond mee in matter of happineſle. See, he isſatisfied, and con- 
tent, whilſt I drag an — burthen, through the bryers, and 
all co pleaſe a filly eſtimation. The ardent defire he had to excell 
in all encounters, alicnated him very far from truth, which 
wils that we ſacrifice to ir's Aultars all the intereſts of honor we 
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becauſe this noble ſpirit, bath beene ſerby God, asthe maſt of 
a Ship broken on the point ofa Rock, to ſhew others his ny 
wrack , I think it a matter very behouefull to confider heere the 
tyranny of an yafortunate lor” th » Which longtime enthralled 
ſo great a ſoule, to deriue proffit from his experience. The fault 
of Auguitine proceded not fimply from loue , but from ill mana- 
ging it, affording that to creatures, which was made for the 
creator. Loue in it ſelſe is not a vice, but the ſoule of all vertues, 
when ĩt is tyed toit's obieR, which is the ſoueraigne good; and 
neuer ſhall a ſoule act any thing great, if it conteyne not ſome 
fyer in the veynes. The Philoſopher Hegeſppus ſayd, that all the 
— and goodlieſt natures are knowne by three things, Light, 
eat, and Loue. The more light pretious ſtones haue, the more 
luſtre they reflect. Heat raiſeth Eagles aboue Serpets, yea among 
yery Palmes. Thoſe are the nobleſt, which haue the moſt joue, 
and inclination to their fellowes. Theſe three qualities were 
eminent in our Augufine ; His vnderſtanding was Lightnings; 
his will, Fyre; and hart, Affection. If all this had happily taken 
the right way to God, it had beene a miracle infinnly accom» 
pliſhed : but the clock which is out of frame in the firſt wheele, 
doth eafily miſcary in all it's motions, and he who was already 
much ynioynted in the prime piece, which makes vp a man ( to 
wit) ludgement, and Knowledge, ſuffered all his actions to 
Alide into exorbitancy. As there are two ſorts of Loue, whereof 
the one is moſt felt in the ſpirir, the other predominateth in the 
fleſh, Auguſtine tryed them both in ſeuerall encounters. Firſt he 
was exceſſiuely paſſionate euen in chaſt amities ; witneſſe a 
Schoole fellow of his whom he ſo paſſionatly affected. He was 
aſecond Pil:des , that had allwayes bee ne bred, and trained vp 
with him in a meruaylous correſpondence of age , humour, 
ſpirit, will, life , and condition, which had ſoenkindled frend- 
ſhip in either part, that it was tranſcendent: and though it were 
in the liſts of petſect honeſty, yet being ( as it was) too ſenſuall. 
God who chaſtiſeth thoſe, that are eſtranged from his Love, as 
fugitive ſliges, weaned his Augufine ; firſt couching this friend 
with a (harp feauer, in which hereceaued baptifme , after which 
he was ſomewhat lightned. Whereypon Anguftine grew very 


—— — 


The Prelate. 85 


bare not to ſcoſfe at his bapriſme, ſtill purſuing the motions of 
his profane ſpirit: but the other beholding him with an angry 
eye, cut of bis ſpeech, with an admirable, and preſent liberty, 
Withing him he would abſteyne from ſuch diſcourſe , vnleſſe he 
ment io renounce all correſpondence. He ſeemed already in this 
change, to feele the aproaches of the other world: for yerily his 
malady augmenting, quickly ſeparated theſonle from the body, 
Auguſtine was much troubled at this loſſe, in ſo much that all he 
beheld trom Heauen to earth, ſeemed to him filled with ima- 
of death. The country was to him, a place of darkneſſe, and 
gyddy fancies: the houſe of his Father, a fepulcher: the memory 
of his paſſed pleaſures, a hell; All was diſtaſt being deptiued of 
him, tor whom he loued all things. Itſeemed to him, all men 
he beheld were yaworthy of life, and that death would quickly 
cary away all the world, ſince it tooke him away, whom he 
rized aboue all the world, Theſe words eſcaped him, which 
cafterwards retracted : (to wit) That the ſoule of his companion, 
and his, were expreſly but one and the ſame , ſurnining in two bodies, and 
ther fore he abhorred life, becauſe be was no more, than balfe a man, yet 
world be not dy, for feare the part of his friend, which yet lued in brmſelfe, 


pertib. 

All this well declared, he had great diſpoſitions to Loue, and 
that to what fide ſoeuer his affe&zons rended, they neuer would 
be with mediocrity. It ſeemed now all things,conſpired agaynſt 
him to kindle a coale in bis veynes , which the reuotition of 
many yeares could not extinguiſh. Firſt, as nothing is more 
daungerous to toment this paſſion, then il] example, he lived in 
a place, as contagious for chaſtity as the north wind for plants. Saluiew, 1, 
Saluianss , a great writer ſpeaking of Aﬀrick , which bred S. Au- „ 4 

* guſtine , fayth ; It Was the Country of loues, and that it was as | laws. 
| range a man ſhould be an Aﬀrican without being an Affrican. 


as to be an Affrican, and not laſciuious. Secondly theſe daun - 


Tam no- 


— frequent, which ſeemed to require much retention, found um en- 
iberty enough in the houſe : for the teares of the bleſſed S. Me Due 
#4 , were not (as yet) ſufficient to ſtay the courſe of infolent .. 
outh, fince the Father li le cared 2 for that he having one day Fun, a 
' beheld his fonne inthe bathes, ſpake ſome free words, which 2 8 
ſetued rather as a ſpurs 22 then a motius to eonti- * n, 
23 nency. 
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nency. In the third place, as the eye muſt be open to dire# oe: 
caſions , he therein vſed ſo litle ſtudy , that hauing a ſoule (as it 
were) of ſul phure ( ſo much was it diſpoſed to take fier) he ha- 
ſened to throw himſelſe into the midit ot flames. 

He haunted che — of libertines ; Who are the moſt 
daungerous enemies to Chaſtity, and he being of a humour very 
gentile, and pleaſing, gaue Leue, and reciprocally receaued it; 
and although he had none, needs muſt he counterfeit. When he 
came to Carthage, about the ſixteenth yeare ol his age, there was 
not a ſtreet, where Loue ſpread not his nets. He as yet knew not 
well, what it was to loue, and yet deſited to be beloued, and 

w weary ofliuing in innocency. He hated his liberty, and 
fought a hand which captiued him. He went to Theaters there 
to behold loues repreſented, where he feruently was enamoured 
of the paſſionsof imaginary louers : yea his very eyes hunted in 
the Church after objects of —— by glances too too 
diſſolute;for which he confeſſed to haue beene very particulerly 
chaſtiſed by the hand of God, fince he mingled the ſanctity of 
place, with the entertainment of his prophane actions. This 
vlce red ſoule threw it ſelſe out of it's compaſlle, and tooke wind 
and fyer on euery fide. It ſeemed to him he muſt excell in vice, 
aſwell as in ſcience. He made himſelfe more vicious, then he 
was, toappeare more gentle in the eyes of cuill men, and there 
— for him, nothing more (as it were) in this point but 
one ſhame, not to haue bee ne ſufficiently impudent. In the end 
he fell into the ſnares he deſited, and was inuolued in admita- 
ble labyrinthes, where, euer the end of one loue was the begin- 
nyng of another. 


This life ſocarnall was a perpetuall hinderance to the viſita - 


tions of God. For as the Platoniſts ſay : Starres cannot exerciſe 
their Vertue on the ſphere of fyet.So all the light of good coun- 
{ell had noforce in the flames of ſuch a paſſion. His ſpirit was 
depraued by ſenſuality, allured by the baite of worldly beauties, 
and darkened with the ob'crrity of his blindnefle, in ſuch fort, 
that the light of the ſpirit ot God in him found no place. If 
there bea vice in the world, which tyeth the ſcule to fleſh, 
and makes it ſtupid to the feeling of God , it is this foule finne: 
and al chough ic be not wholy iacompauble with (cience , yet 
nc ue 
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neuer accorded it with the wiſedome of heauen, which is more 
conuetſant in the talt ot heauenly things then in knowledge. 


Sect. 18. Diſpoſutions to the C onuerſion of 
Faint Auguitine. 


1 


T= I Enor p the principall impediments of the Con- 
Ky A verſion of S. Auguftine : but God who inſenſibly, 
25 4 woue this worke, and dra wes good euen from the 
— ewll of his elet, cauſed him to vſe the remedy of 
the Scorpion that ſtung him. For as he purſuyng his ordinary 
Curioſity, plunged more, and more into ſolid ſciences ; he be- 
n by lide , and litle to diſtaſt the doctrine of the Manichees, 
nding it very ſtrange, that a man ſhould make all kind of drea- 
mes, and ſottiſhnes , to paſſe for verities vnder the ly ing ſeale of 
the holy Ghoſt. Thoſe of his faction, who ſaw him wauer , oft 
lent their helping hands, too weake to ſupport him; & know- 
ing their owne inability , promiſed quickly to cauſe the prime 
man of their Set , to come from Carthage, who ſhould diſin- 
gage his mynd from ſo many doubts, and afford him ample ſa- 
tisfaction. a 
They fayled not in their promiſe: fox in few dayes the falſe Pretioſo- 
Biſhop Fauftxs ariued , who was as the ſword and buckler of the poor 
Manichees . He was a man of a faire preſence, had charmes in his — 
tongue, and many attractiues in his conuetſation, able to en- 1 1, 
ſnare the moſt ſubtile ſpirits. Ne inſtanily ſer himſelſe to frame Conf, 4. & 
ſome ſtudied diſcourſes vpon the maximes of his ſuperſtition, 6. | 
which were heard witli great applauſe by the whole faction. 
For indeed he was an Eagle among Partets. Thele men ſuppo- 
ſing, that Auguſtme was fully ſetled, in all theit apprehenſions, 
| and approbations, asked him what he thought of the Biſhop 
Fauſtas, and whether he were not an incomparable man ? He 
very coldly anſwered ; he was eloquent, — throughly able to 
tickle an eare: but his malady day ly encreaſing —. not be cu- 
red by a man, who perpetually ſpesketh, and ſhuttles vp the 
matterzand therefore beſides his goodly ſermons, there was need 
of a particular Conference , V heit he might tully diſcharge his 
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mind. Fauſſus endowed with a naturall curteſy, thinking he had 
to do with a young ſpirit, whom he with words would amuſe, 
accepts the diſputation; where inſteed of finding a Crane , he 
encountted an Eagle, who handled him roughly trom the be- 
inning of the battell. This man made him preſently apeareto 
of baſe gould , and that his tallent was no other, then to be 
an indifferent Gramarian, to haue read ſome orations of Tully, 
the memory whereof were very freſh in him; ſome epiſtles allo 
of Seneca, with a mixture of poeſy:butin the bookes of his ow ne 
Sect, he had very litle knowledge. All that which made him 
eſteemed in publique, conſiſted in a grace of language, which 
proceeding from a faire body, was expoſed with the more exte- 
riour pompe. Behold that which now throughout the would, 
authorizeth an infinite number of _ who axe in the opiniõ 
of ignorant, or the indifferently knowing, as flying fiers in 
the ayre. 

When Auguſtine put him vpon the Solſtices, EquinoRials, 
Eclipſes, the courſe & motion of Starres, wberewith the bookes 
of Manes are repleniſhed; this man then tound himſelfe in a new 
world: but yet was wily; for he reſſembled not the ſottiſh 14. 
nichees, who promiſing eu. dẽce vpon this doctrine, made as ma- 
ny ſlips, as ſteps: heroundly ſayd, his curioſity had neuer born 
him 2 farre that way, and that he better had loued to contemne 
{ach things, then ſtudy the. As for the reſt, the doctrine of Manes, 
depended not ypon the knowledge of Eclipſes, ſince neuer had 
it byn _— Auguſtine perceaued his Doctor was not who- 
ly ignorant, ſince he ynderitood at the leſt how to acknowledge 
his owne ignorance: but was otherwiſe abſolutely diſtaſted, 
with the diuinity of the Manicbees, ſeeing ſo litle ſupport in Tau- 


Confeſ . 4 ſtus who was the prime pillar of the faction: and the ſnare Which 


Ce Jo 


he would make yſe off to ſtay him, was the. begynning of his 
liberty. It was to make a banquetof flowers and ſonges tor one 
allmoſt famiſhed , to ſeeke with wordes to giue ſatblaction. In 
the end aftera long aboad in Aſſru ke, hereſolued to go to Rome, 
not fo much to ſiud verity in its ſource, which (as yei he ptopo- 

oſed not) to himſelſe in the Church of Rome, as to diſſeJue the 
irkſomenes of teaching Rhetorick at Caribe; the youth thereof 
being extremely infolent, His ftzicads propound vaio him — 

is 


c 


— 


The Prelate .' 


his 2 a far other ayre , much different ſucceſſes from his fore 
mer — and another recompence tor his mern; adding be- 
ſides, it was ſweeter cly mate, where yong men held with in the 
liſts of good diſcipline , yielded then May itets full ſatisfaction. 
It was the ſtrongeſt baite could therein be found; fot the 
ſweetneſſe of his ſpitit was incompatible with boldneſſe of the 
ſchollers of Caribage, which wasthe cauſe that ſecretly ftealing 
away from his good mother, who cculd not with her teares 
hinder this voyage, he ſet ſayle for Italy, and came to Rome. Be- 
hold him in thechicte Theater of the world, where he began to 
ſhew himſelfe, and entertayne an Auditory in his Chamber, to 
be knowne & forthwith appeare in publique Courts, w here he 
learned the ſtudents of Rome gaue their Reader good words, but 
the tyme of payment being come, they inconſideratly many ty- 
mes torſooke. the teacher, to exerciſe elſe where the like deceipt, 
which infinitly diſpleaſed him, and ſeeing that by good fortune, 
a Rhetoritian was ſought after for Millan , he handled the matter 
ſo, by the aſſiſtance of ſome Mancbees whome he yet courted for 
his owne ends, & by the ſauout of Symmacbus Pretor of the Cit» 
ty,thatthis charge was ſtayed for him. 
| Behold him then at Millan, where the prouidence of God 
had marked out his lodging! Behold him in the field of battell, 
where he was to be aſſaulted! Behold him in the Amphitheater, 
Where he ſhould hediſarmed! Behold him in the Sphere, where 
he muſt be illuminated. As we haue beheld the ſtrong oppoſi- 
tions, which ſtopped vp the way in the ſaluation ot this great 
ſoule; let vs now ſee the meanes God vſed for his conue:fion. 
Heere is an admirable ſpectacle, and worthy the conſideration 
of noble ſpirits ; fince ot all the works, which Goddoth out of 
"himſclfe, nothing hath ſo much manifeſted his wiſedome , 
bounty, mercy, & power, as the conuerſion of men. We obſerue 
in the effects, and experiences of nature, that one thing draweth 
another in foure eſpeciall maners; which are, fimpathy , mo- 
tion, heat, and ſecret atraction. Simpathy ſay I. or naturall con- 
formity ? So the Stone tendeth downwards into the boſome of 
the earth, becauſe it there finds repoſe. Motion; So the hammer 
driaes the naile , & one man leads another by the band. Heate; 
do the Sun raiſeth yp the yapors of the earth, after it bath ſub- 
| M tilzeds 
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Sled, and heated them. Secret atraction; ſo Amber drawesthe 
ſtraw, and the Adamant wyns the iron. 

The ſpirit of God, ingenious and powerfull in our Conuer- 
ſions, makes vſe of thels ſame foure attractions to draw vs to 
him, Attractions, which are able to gayne the harſheſt, di ſarme 
the moſt ſauage, heat the remiſſeſt, and ſtartle the moſt ſtupid. 
Attraction of ſimpathy, confiſteth in good nature and {ſweet in- 
clinations, which the Mailter-workman giueth vs tor Vertue. 
Attraction of Motion is ſeene in the conuerſation of good com- 
pany, where examples of Piety ſweetly ſtir a ſoule to that which 
is it's good. Attraction of Heate is infinuated by the word God, 
which is a ſword of fyer to make ſtrange diuiſions betweene the 
ſoule and fleſh. Secret Attraction, is a moſt particular touch 
from God, who taketh men by wayes hidden, interior, and ex- 
traordinary. 

So many times we ſee conuerſions infinitly ſtrange. Such was 
that of S. Paul, who felta blow in the bloud of S. Steben, when 
he ſhed it by ſo many hands, as he gaue conſent to the fury of his 

Notable executioners. Such was that of the Iugler Genefius , ynder Diecle- 
conuerſi · fian, who in a full Theater ſcoffingat the ceremonies of Chri- 
ons. ſtians, at the ſame time became a Confeſſor of the Faith and 
Martir of Ieſus Chriſt, Such was that of Mary neece of 4brabam the 
Hermit, who was gaynedto Godin 12 which ſhe had 
made in a Bou dell. Such likewiſe was that of Ir4is a poore maid 
Murtyrol, leruant of Alexandria (who as the Samaritan) going to draw 
Rom. 16. Water, left her pitcher to runne to Martirdome, and ioyning her» 
Meartij & ſelfe to Chriſtians, which were led to execution, bare away the 
une Septid, firſt crowne. Such was that of a Thiefe, who fotſooke his wicked 
life, beholding a young Monke that eate wild rootes. And ano- 
ther conuerted, hauing ſeene Paphnutius the Hermit drink a glaſſe 
Loauset Of wine, who neuer had drunk any before, and then only did 
Aid. de it bya reſignation of his owne Iudgement and proper will into 
doftrins the hands of another, who commaunded it. The Thiete at that 
Parrum ti ia ſtant thus concluded, That if this holy man were ſo enforced 
rel (Hu. by Vertuefor an action ſo contrary to his ordinary life, he him- 
wan. e. ſelfe might well by the help of reſolution , yndertake the ſame 
predominance ouer his paſſions, and of an ill man, become a 
Saint, as he did. Briefly, ſuch was the couetſion of Parentivs, a 
MAN 
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man of quality, who exerciſed a plate of Tudicature in a Citty of 
Italy, tor hauing ſeene a young Swyne-heard, who tanght his 
companion a trick to make his hogs readily runne into the Sty 
which was to ſay to them: Enter bogges into the Sty , as withed lud- 
ges into Hell , Then ſome perceyuing, that theſe beaſts obeyed 
this word without reſiſtance, he freely laughed ; but preſently 
changing all bis mirth into ſerious actions, he ſet himſelf to pon- 
der on the difficulties he found ot ſaluation in the great cor- 
ruptions of luſtice, and was ſo touched that he tooke the habit 
— wherein he ſo far aduanced into Vertue, that he 
became Generall of the order, and viſited barefoote all the hows 
ſes of 8. Francis. It mult be confeſſed there are great priueledges 
of Gods prouidence in ſuch affaires. I am willing briefly to recite 
examples of theſe ſecret attractions, becauſe they are very fa- 
mous ; and [ ſet before you the fower ſorts of Conuerfions, by 
reaſon they will not be vnproſitable to make vs diſcouer the ſin- 
gular Occonomy of Cod in that, whereof we are now about 
do treat. 

The Sauiour of the world vſed all theſe pieces in the couerfion 


of S. 4uguFtine, as we may obſcrue in his progreſſion . For firſt The Or 
concerning attraction of Simpathy , or naturall conformity, God 


It 4s true, that this great man was of an excellent nature , and 


though it were along tyme ſmothered yp in fleſh and bloud, ,,,c_. 
= was it as a Sun ineclipſe, which ſhould one day apeaie in full WL 


iberty, and illuminate the body, which then was it's obſtacle. 
In his moſt tender infancy, he made amarous inclinations to bis 
Creator appeare. For then he had recourſe to prayer, as to a San- 
Quary of his ſmall afflictions: and like a child, placing felicity in 
that, which touched him neareſt, according to his eſteeme, he 
"ardently beſought God, that he might eſcape the chaſtiſement of 
rods, and diſgraces of the Schole. He was of an humor free and 
liberall, gracious, mild, affable, obliging, and full ofcompaſſion 
towards men in want, Which is a good way to repreſent great 
actions of Vertue, and diſpoſe one to receyue the ſpirit of Godin 
abundance. AﬀeRions, with teares of ſwetneſſe and deuotion. 
were to him very familiar, which apeared on the day of his being 
made Prieſt, ſometime after his Conuerſion ;for he ſpared not to 
weepe in that ceremony j where by chance a ſimple man inter- 
M 2 preting 
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preting that this happened ro him through diſturbance, that he 
was not yet a Biſbop, who ſo well deſcrucd it, he came neere to 
comfort him, ſaying : He ſhould be patient; that Preiſthood was 
the next degree to the dignity ofa Biſhop, and that in time he 
ſhould enioy the accompliſhment of his deſire. S. Auguitine atrer- 
Ward related this encounter to his friends, as an example of the 
error of iudgements made ypon mens ations. As for his vices, 
he had nothing therein black or hideous ; for his loues though 
inordinate, were bounded in limits moſt tollerable, aud his am- 
bitions, were not haughty and diſdainfull; but conſiſting only 
in a ſleight yanity to make thew of that which he had either of 
wit, or learning ;a paſſion very natural to thoſe who feele them» 
ſelues endowed with any perfections. Otherwiſe he had no de- 
ligne, pretence, engagements, as haue they, who often couer 
their — intereſts with the pretext of piety , and are euer ready 
toimbrace the Religion, where they find moſt accomodation 
for their temporall affaires. Aaguſtine was ſo tree from worldl 
auarice, that he knew not what it was to make a fortune, or reac 
at welth. Scarſe would he euer learne to carry a key, poſſeſſe 
money in acoffer, and take accompts (as obſerueth Poſridonias in 
in his life) : All his mind was ypon bookes, and all his intenti- 
ons aymed to the finding out of Truth, that he might offer ho- 
mage thereunto , for all that he had, and faythfully ſerue all his 
Lyfe , after he once had well knowne her. Theſe diſpoſitions 
gaue a full paſſage to ſuch as were to treate with him. A 
On the other part, Atraction of Motion, which cometh fro 
ood example, was to him very aduantagious in the perſon of 
Berod, La. his __ Mother S. Monica. And if certayne people, as the Lycids, 
tooke the name of their mothers, as of thoſe, whome they thoght 
moſt contributed to the production of man into the world; 40 
gaſline had — cauſe to take the title of his Nobility from $ Mo- 
duc, who brought him forth mote profitably for the lyfe of 
Grace, then that of Nature. 
This woman, verily was the pearle of women; whoſe life 
The qua had nor great lightning: of extaſies, nor raptures : for all her ver- 
lnies of 5. tues paſſ:d with litle noyſe, like to great Rĩuers that glide alog 
Nala. with peacefull Miieſty : but all was there very inward,as in her 
Who euet was hidden within the better part of her ſelſe. — 
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hath ſhe donein affording a $. Agi to the Church: & wholo- 
euer canaot diſcouer the ſecret vertues of the Sun, let him cont 
himſelte to meaſure it by his rayes. She pretending to conſecrate 
her Vizginity to Aultars, God drew her to marriage, to gayne 
| from hex a DoRorfor bis Church. 

This Saint knew not (as yet) what ſhe did, when in her 
tender yeares by a laudable cuſtome, the roſe from her bed, in the 
deepe ſilence of night to offer her prayers to God, and when ſhe 
ſhortned her dyet at ech repalt to diuide the moity of her life 
With the poore: but the ſpirit of God, which guided her, diſpo- 
ſed her — by theſe actions to ſome matter of importance, 
She was married to a Pagan, and one of a humour very vntra- 
ctable; which the the ſo ſoftened by her long, and diſcreet pa- 
tience, that in the end, he ſet aſide all his y extrauagancies, 
as it is ſayd the furious Vnicorne ſleeps in a maidens boſome. It 
was with her a great conſolation to haue maried an Infidell, 
and after ſome yeares to ſee him dye a Chriſtian, ſaying to God: 
ſhe had receyued a Lion, and reſtored a lambe. All her care ay» 
med only at this ſonne, whom the firſt aw ingulphed in a life 
moſt licentious , afterward by miſhap inuolued in the hereſy of 
the Manichees. The poore mother endured nyne entite yeares the 
throwes of this ſpirituall childbirth, the moſt ſenſibly, that may 
be imagined. What griefe and ſighes in ber retirement? What 
fancies in herſleepe? What prayersin the Church? What almes 
in neceſſities of the poore q What prudence, and diſcretion in all 
her procedings? She fought our all the paſſages into this ſpirit, 
which ſhe could imagine: but ſeeing it was a torrent not to be 
reſtrained by her forces, ſhe peaceably expected the afliſtance of 
Heauen» She deſpaired not ot his malady through feare to cure 
him. She vndertooke not in the feruent acceſſes of his feauer to 
vpbraid his diſorders. She went not about menacing him with 
ker , and cauteries : but did as God, who acteth no ill, but ever 
ſo vſeth the matter. that the euill is extenuated. When ſhe could 
not ſpeake to her ſonne, ſhe cauſed the apple of her eyes to ſpeake 


to God; deploring all night, and watering the aultars not with 4 &- 


bloud of victimes, but that of her ſoule, which were her teares. 


We may ſay, that as the waters, which haue pearles in them, — 
punae tor the maſt part to the South; ſo this holy woman being wggaig 
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Tobin in Affrique, a Southerne Region, became in the abundance of 
Philoſo* her teates, the true fountaine of the South, fit to beare a great 
, pearle, which afterward brought forth for Chtiftendome man y 
millions of pearles. Neuer had the Angell Repbaell ſo much care 
of young Toby, as this celeſtiall Intelligence ot her ſonne , bein 
perpetually in Centinell, and obſeruing the viſitations of Goas 
prouidence. Het Paraliuque was already at the fiſh poole , and 
expected nothing but the Iitirring of the water. Behold ſhe came 
from Africk to Millan, through fo many perils, both ot ſea and 
land, ſuch trauels, and ſufferings, to conclude her deliuerance. 
She found her ſonne much already ſhaken by the ſhocks, which 
theeloquence of 8. 4mbroſe had giuen him. Soone the holy wo- 
man knew it was this great Biſhop, whom God had choſen to 
ſer a ſeale ypon this worke of the conuetſion of a man ſo impor- 
tant: and her ſonne relateth, that from that time ſhe eſteemed 8. 
Conf, 6. e. Ambroſe as a very Angell of Heauen. She was ſtill in the Church 
1, to behold him, cuer ſhe hung on his lips, as the ſources, which 
diſtill from the Paradiſe of God. 

Heere is the attraction of Heate, or rather the Sun that muſt 
on high exhale this could vapour after ſo much reſiſtance, it had 
made againſ the ſpirit of God. Auguitine himſelſe very particu- 

| larly deciphereth how being at Millan, heſaw the Biſhop am- 

In optimnis broſe, known through the whole habitable world, as one of the 
wotus 061 heit men vpon the earth, who ceaſed not to adminiſter to his 
tere. people the word of God, which in it bare corne, oyle , and the 
wyne of ſobriety. This man of God (ſayth he) at my arriuall 

inbraced me, as a father would his ſonne, and ſhewed he was 

much pleaſed at my coming toMille», obliging me with many 
charitable offices. Behold the cauſe , why I began to affect him 

Sermoni e very much: not ſo much yet, as a Doctour of Truth(for I ex- 
ret cuditi · pected it neither from him, nor any other Catholique) but as a 
eru, minis man, who wiſhed me well. I continually was preſent at his ſer- 
ramen bi- mons, In the beginning for curioſity toeſpy & ſound whether 
lareſcew'is, bis eloquence were equall to his great reputation. I was very 
arque mu” attentiue to his words, litle caring for the matter, and I found 
row he really had a ſtyle very learned, and ſweet : but not the cheers 
tulnes, and quaint atractions of Fauſſur, though for ſubſtance of 
diſcourſe there was ao compariſon. For Fauſtxs recounted — 
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and this man taught moſt wholeſome doctrine. Behold the firtt 


apprehenſions, that Auguſtine had touching the ability ot S. am- 


broſe. In the end as he continued to heare him for delight, Truth 
entred through his cares, which were only opened to elo- 
quence ; and hefound in the beginnyng , that our Religion had 
not thole abſurdities, which the Manichees obtruded, and were it 
not true, it might at the leaſt be profeſſed without impudence, 
which he could not hitherto be perſwaded vnto. The old Teſta- 
ment, which with the Manicbees he ſo much had reiected, ſeemed 
to him to haue a quite other face, after the learned interpreta- 
tions of 8. Ambroſe. The chymera's and fantafies, which enuito- 
ned his imagination, were diſſolued at the riſing of ſome petty 
rayes from him. Notwithſtanding it was yet neither day , nor 
night in his ſoule ; Error was below, and Religion had not yet 
the vpper hand. His ſpirit ouertoyled with ſo many queſtions 
by the wiles of Sathan propended to Neutrality, being neither 
hoat , nor cold; as it happeneth to thoſe, who forlake truth, 
through the deſpaire they haue, how to know it, 


Set. 19. eAgitations of Spirit in F. Auzu- 
ſtine vpon his Conuerſion. 


Vr God ſtill enflaming his chaſt deſires, he bent 
himſelt to confider S. Ambroſe, whom he perpetually 
* had for obiect; and ſeing how this man was honou- 
er by the chiefe Potentates of the earth, and how 
he flouriſhed in ſuch glorious actions, all appeared compleat in 
ſuch a life, but that it went on without a wife; he thinking at 
that time the want ofa great burthen to bea mayne miſery. He 
(as yet) proceeded but to the barke of S. 4mbroſe, obſetuing 
onely what was exterior , not penetrating into thoſe great trea- 
ſures of lightes , yertues, contentments, and heauenly conſola- 
tions ſtored yp in the botome of the conſcience of this holy Pre- 


— 
J 


, + 


lat. He had vehement deſires, toſpeake to him ſome what more 


familiatly, to vnderſtand his opinion, to aske queſtions at lea- 
ſure, to diſcouer his hart all naked , and vnfould the miſeries of 


his paſſed life ; and becauſe rr 


— — — ar. 
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» — of great leaſure to receyue the ebbe, and flow of thoughts; 
» which are in my ſoule ; now I found all this in 4mbroſe, except 
x time to heare me; Not that he was difficult of acceſſe tor he was 
euet in his hall expoſed to the ſervice ot the whole world : but 
my vYnhappinefle was, tobe like the Paralitique of the Fiſh- 
v poole, ſtill out gone by others, more able, then my ſelte. Whar 
® diligence ſocuer I vſed, I found 4mbroſe enuironed with a large 
v croupe of men, much buſied, whoſe inficmities he comforted 
to my excluſion; and if any litle time remained for him, it was 
» employed either in repaſt, which was exceeding ſhort , or at his 
» booke. The good Prelate ſtudied in his Hall — * of all the 
» World, where I oft beheld him, and ſaw that in ing, he only 
ranne ouer with his eye one page of a booke, the ruminated it in 
his hart, not at al mouing his lips, whether it were that he would 
® notengage himſelſe to diſcourſe ypon his reading to all there 
» preſent, or whether it were, he did it to preſerue his voice eaſily 
w weakned with much exerciſe of ſpeach, or for ſcme other cauſe, 
w I thought the time was very precious to him, and ſeeing him 
» ſoattentiue, I ſuppoſedit a kind of impudency to interrupt him. 
» After ſo long a filence I went away with the reſt, not having 
oportunity to ſpeake to him. . 
Verily this diſcourſe ſhe wed a merueylous contention of 
ſpirit in S. Ambroſe, and (as it were) ouer much modeſty in 3. 
Auguſtine: for it was a wonder that he who ordinarily liued at 
Millen, in the reputation of a great wit,and was already knowne 


by the Biſhop to beſuch , brake nor the preſſe at one time, or 


other, to gayne ſome houres of audience in an affaire of ſo great 
importance. I ſhould think either that he vſed a forbearance 
too ſhame-faced, and irreſolute; orthat S. Ambroſe , would not 


enter into diſputation with a young man, as yet ſo well per- * 


ſuaded of his owne abilities , before he had cauſed him to ripen, 
and be throughly ſeaſoned by the reſſentments of piety : How- 
ſocuer,n put the mind of Auguftine into great diſturbance. Behold 
» { ſayth he) almoſt eleuen yeares, that I have ſought the Truth, 
» and ſec lam arrived at the thirtith yeare of my age, yet ſtill per- 
plexed. To morrow infallibly it muſt difſolue : ſtay yera litle; 
perhaps Fauftxs will come to Millan, and tell thee all. But how 
® will he tell chat, which he ſhall acuer —ͤ— . 


—_—_ 
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che kcatlemiquer, and ſay all is yncerraine, for every wan man- « 
mynerh what he {iſt It is the property of man to imagine, and , 
the nature f God to- wed 1725 22 Academiques er 
ltantmen) do eau a ſpirit Ann 2 
our feere: on tig (teps of Carholi ue bac, where we 
— — render age; It is not fo oudy, as the Ma- « 
ir , Ambroſe hath already much freed me from er- « 
C_— ; purſue ee teſt. I. but Ambroſcehath no leaſure for thee. « 


Let ys read: where hall wefind neceſſary bookes, and whiete pigurtse 
haue fit time? Fhy ſchollers buſy thee all the mornings; take at ces of 
leaſt ſome howers after noone to enioy thy ſelſe. But when ſhall pe in 


I make the neceſſary viſits of friends, that muſt be interteyned? ? 


and when the preparations formy lectures, and when my re- line, 


wegions? Let allbe loft , ſo I ma ral yp my ſelfe. This life ( ag * 
thou ſeeſt auguſftine) is moſt miſe and death vn certaine. If ® 
it catch thee vpon a ſu in what eſtare wile thou leaue this « 
world? And where doſt thou think to learne, that, which « 
heore: thou haſt negleA:d ? But how if death allo ould con- « 
elude the faculties, and life of the ſoule? It is a madneſſe to think. 
onely on it; ſi ace all the _ and choice of Religion, ,, 
wiſedome, and Sanctity fights forthe immortality of the fe fate * 

We ſhould neuer ſo much employ the ſpirit of Godin ſo great 

eai he hat piuen my Frchad no the life, but that 
of flies and Ants thy euill, is thy ſenſuality. If thou 
wilt find God, thou 0s muten cy ſelfe, and from this time 
forward; bid a long Adieu to worldly pleaſures. Thou art de- 
et yued: when thou haſt left them, thou wilt haue the repen- ce 
= to have —— that too ſoove,. which thou oughteſt not ta. 
àuy me make en honoue able feweat into * 

— — Let vs liue, we have good friends; we may in the 
end haue an Office, a wife; meanes , and all ſort ofcontente- ©* 
ments. There are too miſerable inough thæough- e. 
celfity , hat conſemt ut witty mat EST. ana To con- e 
e nach of the Gholpell, ate not things in- 

I this pooce fpivit it turmoĩld it ſelfe in the retire- 

dens ( 95 9 declared in his Con- 


* wake wn 


wg benummed, — with 
nan eye ue and | , 
and it reflected ſome rayes vpon him; but he found it ſo bigh 
mounted in the throne of its glory , that che ſole afpert , affr ig 
ted him : he meaſured continecy by his ownetorces , not by the 
grace of God. Behold hi he deſpaired of afivgle lite, & thogiu 
Confeſ, 6. © wife was a chayne ſometyme y nhappy butcuer neceſſary. He 
1 Amon liued at that ty me with Alpes and Nebridaus, two noble A ies 
beatom vi- his intimate friends; who followed him, charmed with his do- 
tam time - cttine, and ſweeineſſe of his conuetſation: and from this ty me 
ben illam they propoſed that life to themſelues, which they afterward led. 
wnſedeſ#4. Ie often put them ypon the intention to eſtabliſh a good man · 
ner of life, to paſſe the reſt of theis dayes in the ſtudy of wiſdom, 
Alipius ho was very chaſt, mainiayned this could not be done 
in the company of women, according to an ancient ſaying-of 
Cato, Who affirmed, If all the world were without a woman, 
it would not be exempt from the converſation of Gods. Angufttne 
that was leſſe chaſt, then Alias, and much more eloquent, pre- 
ared. himſelſe to diſpute this queſtion, ſtropg & firmely againſt 
Serpent 19 by 


him, ſo that it ſeemed (ſay th be.) that the © 
his mouth, ſo much be connected together reaſons, and allega» 
tions to mainteyne his opinion, The good Alipizs was much a» 
maz:d to behold ſuch a great ſpirit ſo tyed to flaſh j & as heats 
tributed much toall his opinions. reſpeRing him aʒ his Maiſter, 
it was a great chance he had not diawne him into voluptuouſ- 
nelle through a ſimple yn we of experience . This miſerable 
ſnare ſtayd all his good purpoſes, and needs muſt he breake ths 


to put this great ſoule into full liberty. 4 
Sccc. 20. Three accidents which furthered | 
this (onuerſion. was, 


4©® 1 
#4 
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wajes Luedan fayre coueſpodect, prejeruing to hin — 
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faich; as if ſue had beene his lawtull wite , reſolued to leave him, 
ſaying: That abe bad new fullfuled tbe meaſure of ber fen. That 149 
tine io ibi ks on 4 retreats that the bond dye with thts only griefe, not 


is baxe laares enow is wash the offences of ber youth ſs yurriſiely waited... 
For ihe rait, nener man sbould poſſe fie ber after bum. and that ail ber lones 


sbauld be from this dime forward , jor hum hi made ber z only the rei um- 
mended vaio linm 4 Sonne which 5bs left, praying be wenld chew bimſel, e, as 
« father, and mother vnto it. 

. Auguſtine was much amazed at this ſpeach. Itſeemed his hart 
was pulled away trom him, to ſce bimſelſe ſepaiated from a 
woman he ſo faichfully had loued: and on the oth fide he was 
full of 22 tobchold that he ſhewed him the way which 
8 l not yet feeling himſelfe ſtrong inough to follow 

it was not in his power to ftay het an longer. nor 
—— — ſhe did. His ſpirit was penſiue, and diuided, not 
knowing vpon what to teſolue. After the departure ot this o- 
man. the mother who N not the will of God, ſpeakes 


a very good howſe, 1 5 * and 
Were tw ounger * of maliage pe- 
—— Are x6ar to ſtay for her bat in I. e Apa 
Gund, out new. loues; taking another vnlawfull' woman in the 
place ofher , wbom he had ſolaben. Yerfor all that be defilted 
not from the inquiry of truth, feeling none of all thoſe enga- 
| mou more then, that of loue, which made the ſharpeſt re- 
t bim ; , and ſeeing he could not accoſt S. ambroſe in 
bis great icity of affaires with that _ be wiſhed , he 

to $6 4 Prieſt ol the C 
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to him of matiage 2 he caſt his — n of © 


urch of Millan, ** 
venerable *. Was then in Eu- 


bebe ae 
1 
5 —— | 325 bara wh horght wel dignity, | 

 cxamole to all, of the duty we owe tothg - 


AIM W thisholy man ; 
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had ſtrong 4ttraRines in the fasiliry of his Converſation, and 
ſweetnes of entertainment: ſo that a certayne particular grace 
Was ſeene to ſhine in his face, which was the caule every one de- 
fited to ſpeake to him for his conuerſſe, nor was his cem 
vnpleaſing to any. Augaitme hauing met with this Smpliclaunt, 
whom he called the man of God, throughly openeth his hart 
vnto him, relating alt the diſtorbarices'ot his lite paſſed. Im- 
plicianys molt tenderly imbraceth him, and ſhewes the Port now 
much neerer then he imagined 7 for as he made mention that a- 
mong other readings he had peruſed the bookes of Plato, tran- 
flites by Viftorinus a Senator, and heeretoſore profeſſor of Rhe - 
rorique in the Citry of Rome. TI like very well (ſayth this gobd 
® old man) that you haue rend the *bookes of Plato, rather there 
» che impieties of other Philoſophers, f doubt not but you ane 
» abſerued many paſſag:'s in this good Authour whicty makefor 
» our Religion: but ſiuce youhaue read the tranſlation of Victe- 
» ur, and much eſſeeme ofit, hy do you not imitate hn 
fis eonuetſion ? You moſt vnderſtand that 1 moſt famifiati 
® knew him, ven vr were at k he was a very fearhedl 
„ man, hauing his haires white in the long ſludy of aff 
* ſorts of ſciences, which arty manured, and illuſtrated the 


» of ſaminy yeares , partly in declaming, partly by wri- 
» ting. There was not (as ft were) a Senaror of Rem which-ac< 
» 2 him not ſos hix Maiſter, and he was artiued to ſuch 
1A degree of reputation, chat they erected a ꝗtatue vnto him in 
» von ſideratlon of fs great learning. Who could euer haue hoped 

in the decrepitneſſe whereunts he was come, to ſet lim borne 


ro 
„Church: And 
male a2 
dars of Libanoy , 
9 


— 


blu mote for theGhoſpetl.Len vs go(fayth heYto the Church « 

Fama Chriſtian. I was atthis word, ſo tranſpotted with. joy, , 

I could no ſonger conteyne my ſelfe. I led him tothe Church: 

and cauſed him to be inſtructed in the articles of our Faith, and 

commaunded a name tobe giuen him, among thoſe that requi* * 

red holy baptiſme. When he came to make his profeſſion of faith. & 

fom one ( 0 (l ws _ him) would haue him pronounce « 

in ſeeret. No good old man) in publique: It is no « 

longei fr to 15 of 1 glorious ah action. As ſoorie at he , 

was mounted into an eminent place to pronotince the articles 

of lieffe, all the world which knew him, beganneto cry 
ks! — eu admiration was fo great, the contents" * 

— t ſofenfible; that it ſeemed every __ Y 

would ſhzich him from chenet, to fet him in his Barr. 

On Got ! how you honourthoſe thar faithfully ſerve youP « a 
Behold him now, who inſteed of ty NK omwmuge to thoſe dying « 
Falmes of Rherorique, is faftened ro the tret age ww, 
ritwerpetifherk, and is etern ized wirh a glonous in thr) bs 1 
eftimation of Chriſtendome! Who would not think Nan « 
moft h „by following bis example ro participate in bis « 
ctownes For myne one part I wi confeſſe vnto you! conf... 8: 
(dete Sonne) that at ſoch time as Iuliam the A poſſata, for ad\cop. 4. 
1 — eg e. ing much wir! New er48 
1d it 48 arty man n wer of youth en 

curlotis: but — 1 faith was in queſtion, I moſt 2% 74 
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whate f ſpeed our cotnipatiy. For ſo excel- guiftus, wif 
lent A W to be loft. Ix Were ouer much — 
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ne by the mouth of a ſecular man. A certaine gentleman of 
| Affrice, called Fata, who following the E mperours Court, 
came to viſite him in hs lodging, found by chance on the table, 
the Epiſtles of 8. Paul. This ſame being a man much giuen to 
deuotion , and who knew Axguftine to haue a wandeting ( pitit, 
in the curioſities of prophane boukes, ſmiled, io fee him now 
ſecking out his entertainment with an Apcſile. Augaftine re- 
ied, there was no cauſe of wounder , tot it is now become 
is principall exerciſe. The gentleman ſeeing him in this good 
humor. ſets before him diverſe diſcowles of piety, and among 
others, (ome narrations of the lite of 5. 4ntbony. Wherew nh 4 
gritine, and his companion A were taurched, haui — 
| before heard this Saint ſpoken of. So litle curious were 
they to know that , which could not be omitted but by ſuch, 
as were Willing to be, perperually ignorant of themſelues. The 
other proceeding in his diſcourſe, repreſented to them the com- 
panyes of Religious then in great account, eſteemed by all the 
world as the pappes of the Bride repleniſhed with celeſtiall 
odours, which reamed cuen as far, as the Deſerts , with im- 
mortall ſources, of their milke; and added that they had a Moe. 
naſtery in the Suburbs of Mills erected by S. Ambroſe, M hetein 
were many great examples ot Verve. They heard this mi with 
ſome thame to be ignorant of ſo large a treaſure, eue n at 
their gate , Whilſt they turned ouer the wiitings of many wits, 
which liued in flames, tormented where they are, and 
where they are not. This good man ſeeing they relliſhed this 
excellent diſcourſe , following the point, ſayd : Being one day a 
Trier. with three genilemen my companions . as the Emperour 
® after dinnet beticls the Turneyes; and race of horſes wirhall his, 
Court, it came in our heads to go take the ayre in'certayne gar- 
» dens 2 to the Chex. Lt rg the foure of vs, walking alo 
» ar: iued by chance at a liile Ce re they found Hermirs, 
1 BoD. of thelife of S 7 | reades. 
e. And being 


» admireth it, and in reading, 3s | | 
wh he wihche Lowe of. 


1 His hatt, to chan his courſe of 1; 


do conteyue himſelfe ( ſorepleniſhed Wh | 
6804) 4. confuſion of his one infirmities, oe turned to his 
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all our trauels? Whither tend all our ambitions? Why beare we @ 
theſe artnes? What pretend we with ſo much toyle? To gayne , 
the good tauout of a man. which is more light then the wind, 
more traile then glaſſe , more thin then ſmoaks 7 Oucalas! by 
What perils haſten we to a greater danger! By what lteps mount 
we yp toa ptomontorꝝ of ice, where our foote is euer vponthęe ® 
precipice ! Bchold i may, from hence forward be the ft ind of © | 
God, if | will. He perſiſted, to read this booke, all on fize, and « 
became big with a new life, which he brought forth; « | 
agayne , he cryed out as a man rapt with an extaſy: It Pc « | 
haue broken my bands; from this ſtep, trom this hower , in this 
— lam reſolued to ſerue God, Go( my deage frend) if you 
will not imitate me, at the leaſt 2 not my ieſolution. The 
other teplyeth: 1 am wholy yours; God fotbid 1 forfake. you in ſo * 
faire a Way, by fruſtrating my ſelfe of ſo honourable a watfare; « 
and ſo tich a reward. Behold them from gallants,in an inſtant a 
n Land my aſſociate enquired , for them inthe @ 
meane {pace on guet fide, and about cuening found our ſelues 
in the ſame Cell, Fondemning them that they muſt be ſought 
for, and ſaying it Was now time to end our walk with the day 
445 [tk to the Citty. They ſeriouſly made anſwers, © 
ey had found their lodging, we might do well to go whi- * 
ther Weples'eh but they were throughly determined neuer to ® 
h rom thence N * o 
thought in ginning it was a counterfeyt merryment, « 
but better ſounding it, vpon — whathad paſſed, l in eſſect , 
ſaw they were men wholy changed. We werg aſhamed to leaue _ 
them, and ( ax yet) felt out ſelues much vnable to follow. In 
concluſion we parted with many teares; we dregging ourhares = 
in the duſt, they by ſupereminence lifting the beter part of * 
themſclues to Heauen, We went to beare this newes yntorwo « 
Ladies, their betzothed wines , ho enkindled with the ſame u 
ſpirit, aſſordeda free eonſene therguntg, vo int their virginity a 
to God, at ihe time, whe theit martiage was almoſt on ihe in q - 
of conſummation. | 
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Hits Pontiansr related this, 8. Auguſtine was en- 
AN vj FS chayned to his diſcourſe, and already telt flaſhes of 
ng, and battels in geen of his Con- 
.. *. 16 Which he had much ado to diſſe ble: fe 
5 leemed. that God tooke Him as a fugitive, who was 
ind him, to ſet him in full view befote himſelfe. "He 
ae phe yo this diſcoutſe as a mirrour, foule, croo- 
he papa cat with blemiſhes, and 'vicers. When 
iſon [orb his owne yniworth e, und 
4227 mace Comprar Champions, a holy horror of bis vices ſo 
hich, that he ſeemed deſirous to be 9 — 

from him And in this conflict he Was ſti 
died, before hi owne eyes. The nee theſe e 
flemen, vnueiled bis memory embtoiled "bis yo! 
yeares, when he remembred be hadgreat 4 natſbnstoſeras 
God in the ſtate of Continency — uw ner oc. — 
w n © wil o muc eneſſe, that 
EE then wobtld: not tak RT at dir Ford He much 
w , how theſe meu in one afternoone could teſolus on 


ol ſo ace, & chat he in the ſpace of tw elus 
E 


* bur Ae. the end, he 127 70 conteyne him- 
e no longer, ek re with adbepe dying to 
* bisfairhful _ Mul n 


? 
are raiſed , Eats e 25 e with all our 
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wil ſome al 
portation in this act. From thence he — into 4 girden ( which 
was very _ the chamber where they diſcourſed ) as a man 
diſtempred, knowing well what he had beene , and not as yet 
— what God would do with him at the leaſt — 


had an intention to giue tree liberty to fighes which he could 
with-hold no longer. 4kpms thinking there ſhould be nothing 
concealed from him, ſtep, by ſtep tollowes him, and both in 
priuate began a good worke. Auguitmeſayd in this retirement: 
My God, what binders me that I breake not my chayns to day to put 
my (elfe iato the liberty of thy children ? What Monſter is this? 
Behold my will commandeth my eye to be opened, my hand to 
worke, my foote to walke,this is done without reſiſtance : now 
this ſame _ ) commandeth it ſelſe to forſake a wicked pudle, 
and ſet it ſelſe in the path of Vettue; — ſo much reſiſtance? 
Doubt leſſe it will. & it will not, otherwile it would be obayed. 
I am yet faſtned to the earth by ſome great roote, and to day I 
muſt cut it off, See you not ( 4uguitine ) two meſſengers from 
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God (to wit ) Shame, and Feate, armed with whips, which are 


by thy ſides to wynne thee from the way of thy cuſtomary pleas 
ſures? turne thy tace boldly ,cut off hom henceforth al the knots, 
which haue hitherto entangled thy liberty. Itis done; Bebold 
me fice. I deceaue my ſelſe; 1 am not as yet where I think. Then 
let vs do it now without further promiſe. What is that ? I feele, 
what I do, & do not; notwithſtanding I hold, what is good, & 
recoyle not; | draw ncere, | mount vp; the cauſe why I ſtay is, 
but to take breath. In the end by pure force behold I am there; 
I touch , and almoſt hold the — lo oft defired. Out alas! 1 
ſay. almoſt. For in effect 1 touch not, nor as yet hold any thing, 
Muſt 1 ſo much doubt to dye a death, and live tor life eternall! 
As | was( (ayth he) vpon theſe reſolutions, neere approching 
my happines; if I did ſee behind me, the image of that I left in 
fotſaking the world, I might ſee aby ſſes, and horrors , which 
congealed my hart, and yet notwithſtanding I ſtood faite, not 
proceeding, nor retyring, as a body hanged in the ayre. 

Behold in an inſtant, all the ſenſuall pleaſures ofmy youth, 
which I had ſo cheriſhed , were preſented to my imagination, 
as Nimphes , and Syrens. They ſeemed to pull me by the gar- 
ment, and ſay: Auguftine, What ? Will you forſake vs after we ſo ſweetly 
haue trained vp your youth ? Wherein haue we diſobliged you, but 
in ſuffering you to enioy contentmens, which the law of na- 
ture permitteth ? You now become very hardy in this tranſpor- 
tation of your thoughts, It is aſeauet which po ſſeffeth you, 

| O WI 
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will paſſe away, and you thall be much aſhamed to haue no 
longer made vie of vs. You haſten to go awry, which fall coſt 
you deare , if you take not heede. When you haue done, you 
will beathamed to returne this way back againe, and for teaie to 
be thought a foole, you will live miſerably, all the reſt of your 
dayes. What?can youliue without vs ? Youare not ſo ignorant 
of that, which God hath created for you. You have affection tor 
beauty, and will haue, as long as you liue; Toloue,and not 
enioy, is tobe ſet on the torture; aud there to be voluntarily, is 
to looſe your wits. What? this moment of time heere being en- 
ded, are we yours no longer ? What, ſhall neither this, nor that 
be permitted vs for euet ? Is it enough when one ſayth for cuer? 
What hell is there in the world, it it be not to be depriued tor 
cuer of what we moſt affe? 

Theſe ſhameleſſe Syrens altered not their diſcourſe ;for ſtill 
they battred me with ſuch like words ; but found I had changed 
my cares. Behold the cauſe, why as I then ſhewed my ſelfe very 
reſolute , they much leſſened their boldneſſe. Their ſpeach 
was no longer acommaund, but a requeſt :and when I turned 
my facefrom beholding them, it ſeemed their voice was loſt in 
the ayre, like a languiſhing Eccho,to which proximity affordeth 
no more reuerberation. The more 1 fortified my ſelſe with rea- 
ſons, the more they deſiſted. All they could do was, but to ſpeake 
ſome ſlight words ſoftly in myne eare, or by ſtealth pull me by 
the cloke, to cauſe me to turne my face once againe towards 
them: but I ſtood firme as a Rock, beholding the beauty, and 
ſweetneſſe of the life, to which I feltmy ſelte called by God. 

It ſeemed vnto me, that I ſaw before myne eyes, faire Cha- 

ſity the mother of holy loues, encompaſſed with a large troupe 
of virgins, & chaſt ones, al-white with innocency, and reſplen- 
dent with light of glory. She ſmiled ypon me with a brow more 
brightſome , then the cleereſt ſummers day, and ſtretching out 
her arme , full laden —7 — : Come confidently (ſayth the ) 
.why do you any further diſpute with your thoughtes ? For- 
ſake thoſe Syrens, they too much haue abuſed the lower of your 
age. I will acquaint you with their deceipts, their vanities, and 
infamies , if the experience of a dozen yeares , haue not ta 


you more, they I am able to diſcouet. What el have . 
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the ſpace of ſo many yeares , but till a barren field, which pro- 
miſled fruits, and gaue you thornes, and ill ſauoum, ſprinckled 
with ſome ſlight bloſſomes? As for their words , were they not 
full of promiſes, their promiſes, of othes, and their othes, ot per- 
juries? What illuſions, and phantaſies haue you experienced ? 
Aud if you haue in ſome ſort enioyed them, hath it not beene 
worſe, then your one deſires ? So much was it mingled with 
gaul and attended by remorſe , which made you beate gibbers, 
and tortures with your pleaſures? Mult you purchaſe a hell with 
ſo many miſchiefs , which ſeemeth wide open to receauethe 
deſperate ? Where thinke you to find — out of God, from 
whom all pleaſnres are ? I am not hideous, nor barten, as your 
thoughts (oh Auguſtine) do figure me; I am the mother of holy 
delights, euer fruicfull by the viſitations of Cod. My ioyes are 
gardens, which neuer wither, ſince they tually are wate- 
red with immortall graces . Aske thoſe children , thoſe maides, 
thoſe men and women; Behold of all ages, and all conditions; 
Aske them, if they euer tound any bitternes in my conuerſation? 
You turmoile your ſelſe ypon the frailties of fleſh ; how ſimple 
are you? why cannot you do, what ſuch and ſuch haue done, 
who haue waxed old in Virginity ? Think you they haue other 
fleſh, bloud, and other qualities. then you ? Vouequall them 
in all, except in a ſtrong reſolution to be a ſlaue no longer. 
Imagine you that al this they do is by their owne ſtrength. God 
giues them the will, God graunts the power, God affords them 
the accompliſhment. (Child of difhdence) why do you ſtill 
handle your infirmities ? Cleaue to God, as doth the luy to the 
wall, & feare not, that euer he will bereaue you of his ſupport, 
if you to him remaine faithfull. 

He entertaynd his mind with ſuch cogitations, and it ſeemed 
vnto him, this conſideration at that inſtant drew all his miſery, 
as from an Abiſſe, to repreſent it before his eyes. 

Then was it, the ſecret attraction, which conſiſteth in the 

8 touch of the holy Ghoſt, did manifeſtly appeare. Be- 

old the propheſy of Dauid accompliſhed. Bebel the God of M- 

ieity who thundereth. Behold the voyce of God on the waters , and on the 

great waters , fince it forceth teares to iſſue out in abundance, Bebold the 

voice of God, which cometh wich a ftrong band, fince it onerbeareth all re- 
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fiance. Behold the voice of God, which cometh with mag n ficence ſiuce it 
eperateth ſo glorious a conner fron, Behold the voice of God, wich breaketh 
the Cedars of Libanns , ſi ice it owerthrowe;h all the pride of the world ge- 
bold the voice of God, which deuides the flames, ſince it ſcat:ereth tbe fiers 
of concupiſcence. Behold tbe voice of God, which haketh the dejart , ſince it 
1emouerh from the botome to the top, the ſterthities of this deſolate ſo ule. 
Behold the yoiceof God, which prepareth the Hind for her deltuerance, ſince 
it remoues all the obſtacles. 

He was neere his Alipim, who expected the iſſue of theſe agi- 
tatious of mind, and ſuddenly behold he felt in his hart a tem- 
peſt raiſed, which in it conte yned fier, and water, and ſeeing the 
cloud began now to be diuided with the ardent fighes, and 
fountaines of reares, which he powred forth , he left Alipius the 
Secretary of al his thoughts, to ingulfe himſelf farther into retire- 
ment, and giue free raines to his paſſion. He threw himſelfe vn- 
der a Fig - tree, which 1ſodorgs of Pelluſium holds to haue beene the 
tree of the firſt vnhappines in the world, ſo, as if to wipe away 
this ſtayne, it had then beene the beginnyng of his happines. 
There he made Riuers runne from his eyes, which were waſted 
with his hart in a noble ſactiſice of Loue, and ſeemed willing to 
watlh the victime with the waters of Libanus , betore they were 
burnt in the fyer of Syon. 

There vpon he cried out with redoubled ſighes : My God how 
long! My God how long? No longer remember the (ines of my foolish youth 
bat treat with me actording to the greatneſſe of your mercies, Shall we yet 
ſay, To marrow, To mwrrow ? Aud why not to day? And wherfore is it not, 
time to ging end to a life, ſo exorbitant? I am troubleſome to my ſelfe, nor can 
any longer cure my ſelſe. Muſſ I euer be to Heauen an obiectꝭ of ven- 
ge ance, and td earth an vnproſtable burthen? My God, how long ? My 
God how lang? Speaking this with an abundance of briniſh tea- 
re, he heard a voyce ſweet, and harmonious, which ſa yd theſe 
words ( asit — finging : Tak, and Reade, often repeating 
them. Admiration ſtopped the floud of teares , and he began to 
examine in himſelf, whether ſucha voice could arriue from any 
neighbour place by ſome ordinary means. All which well wei- 
ghed, he found it could not be humane, but that God by this 
yoyce inſtructed him, What he was to do. He went from this 
place, thither where he left g. Paulas Epiſtles with his frend li- 

fix, 
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ur, imagining that as S. Auub¹αε had beene conuerted by the 
reading ot one word in the Ghoſpel on which he caſually hap- 
pened , God might likewiſe worke ſomewhat in his ſoule by 
the words of his Apoſtle. He openeth the booke with a holy 
horrour , and the tirſt ſentence he encountred was that, which 
faid: 1145 time to live no longer in good cheere, feafts, and tbe drunkennes 
of the world. That it was time to line no longer in vuc haſt beds, quarrells 


Rom, 14. 


* un, N on 1c 0« 
yanities, and emalations, but that we muſt be cloathed with (eſus Chriſt at meſations. 


wich 4 robe of glory, us more obeying the flesh, nor the concup:ſcencesof bart. bus, & e 

There was no need to read any further, Benold in an in- bit, 
ſtant the ray of God, which did ditectly beat vpon his hart, and en mm c 
opened to him adeliciousſcrenity. Behold him threughly re- bilrbus, e- 


ſolued. He ſheweth this paſſage to his faithful Alipius, as the de- — * 
ciſiue ſentence of a long — 1 which he had with ſenſuality. — 
And Atipins caſting his eyes vpon the ſubſequent words, tound: e m- 
Receaue bim, who is weak in Faith, Behold me ſſayd he :) It you latione, ſed 
determine to forſakerhe World, take me for your companion. #duimini 
They roſe, and went both to the good S. Monica. Mother ( fayth Pomimnwn 
Atguſtine) you ſhall not need to take the paines to had me out _ — 
a wife. Behold me a Catholique, and which is mote, reſolued | — \, — 
to leaue the world, to liue in continency; The reſolution is — 0 
m ide, and concluded with God : there is no meanes at all to re- feceritis in 
tyre. Had not God with held the ſoule of this holy widdow of concupiſe#» 
Naim, it was alteady vpon her lippes to fly out for ioy ; behol- #5 Yetrs. 
ding this dead ſonne, this ſonne of ſo many teares, to come 
vnexpectedly out of his Tombe, and preſent himſelfe before her Rom. 14. 
eyes With aſpendot of incomparable light. She made bon-fires m 
of ioy in her hart, & triumphed with celeſtiall alactity, bleſſing — — 
God, who had ſtretched out the power of his atme on this Con- fide recypitg 
ueifion, and who by the bounty of a true Father, had ſurmoun- 
ted the vo ves of an afſlicted mother. 
Auguitine in the meane while thought ſweetly to begin his 

retteate fro the Rhetorique Lectures, wherin he was engaged. 
There yet remained but twenty dayes to the tyme ot vacation, 
which had the cotinuance of twenty yeares to a man, who then 
enterreyned far other aſſections: notwithſtanding throgh great 
wiledome and modeſty , he would not breake with exterior 
ompe, by publiſhing a change of life in the Citty of Millan , but 
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ſuffered the time to ſteale away with litle noiſe. When the terme 
expired, he quietly diſcharged himſelſe thereof, and likewiſe 
freed himſelte trom the importunity of Fathers, who paſſionatly 
ſought him to be Tutor to their children for his great capacity, 
he alledging for his excuſe, that the exerciſe of the Schoole had 
brought a difficulty of breathing, & an indiſpoſition of the breſt 
vpõ him, which threatned him with a ty ſicke, if he deſiſted nor, 
T his was very true, but yet not the principall — of his re- 
ſol ution. Behold how this great man auoyded the occaſions of 
oſtentation, and the diuers interpretations he might make to 
himſelſe fora gloſſe of his actions: and although God (as he 
ſayd) had put into his hart flaming darts, and Iuniper-coales 
againſt ſlaunderous tonges , he choſe ratherto take away occa- 
ſion of calumny , then to ſee himſelſe put vpon the neceſſity of 
defending himſelfe; very far different therein from the nature of 
thoſe, who make great flouriſhes, to end them in nothing. 

After he was diſcharged from his profeſſion of Rhetorique, 
herctired himſelfe into the Grange of Verecundus, where he ſtayd 
along time, as yet a Catachumen, leading a moſt Angelicall 
lite, op wholy in prayer, and the ſtudy ot holy letters. From 
thence he wrot to S. 4mbroſe the errors of his paſſed life , and the 
eſtate wherin he preſently was by the grace of God. The aids he 
had contributed to his Conuerſion, unding beſides what 
booke he ſhould read the better to prepare himſelte for the grace 
of Baptiſme. S. Ambroſe witneſſed with him the contentment he 
tooke in this ſo particular yiſitation of God, and aduiſed him to 
read the Prophet !ſay ; but he ſeing he could not yet ynderſtand 
it, did deter it till another time, wherein he might be better pra- 
ctiſed in holy Scriptures. 

In the end, the day ſo many times deſired, being come, wher- 
in he was to be borne a new by bapriſme , it being in the thire 
fourth yeare of his age (as Cardinall Baronizs accompteth 13 
he went from the Grange of Ferecundus , to the Citty of Milla, 
where he was chriſtened by the hand of 8. Ambroſe, and had tor 


mibi era companion of his ——— his faithfull frend Aus, and his only 


itud inge ſonne adeodatus, at t 


t time about fifeteene yeares of age; a ſpirit 

ſo prodigious , that his father could not think vpon it —— 

altoniſhment. I bad nothing therem (ſayth he) my God, but fine fr” 
Ul 
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rell is in you, who ſo well know bow 18 reforme our deformities. Bur all 
was there admirable , tor at the age betweene fittcene and ſix- 
teene jeates, he already ſurpaſſed many gieat, and learned men. 
He allo verified the ſaying ol Sages , aft: ming theſe ſuch ſpark- 
ling wins are not for any long conunuance vpon earth, tor he 
dycd ſome yeares ater his returne into Aﬀiique, leauing a repoſe 
in the father, who alieady apprehended the courſe of this youth: 


and although he grieued to {ce him taken away in the flower of gu- 
his age, yet on the other fide he was much comiorted in the in- virale. 


nocency of his lite, and hope of his immortality , knowing it 
was the will of the gardiner, who had gathered the truit accor- 
ding to his good pleaſure, to lay it vp in ſtore. After this bap- 
tiſme, there were nothing but hymmes, ſongs, lights of eternall 
verities, thanksgiuing, and teares of ioy. 


This done, he muſt take the way of Africa, and they were Thedeath 
now art ĩued to the port of Oſtia; expecting the oportunity ct na- of S. Mo- 
uigation, when the holy, and venerable mother Monica of fifty nica, 


fix yeares of age, and worne with many labours rendred to Na- 
ture her tribute, and ſoule to it's Creator. 

This admirable woman reſſembleth the Arkein the deluge, 
Which after it had borne the whole world in the bowels thereof 
amengſt ſo many ſtormes, and fatall conuulſions of vaiverſall 
nature, repoſed on the mountaines of Armenia. So S. Monica, 
when ſhe ſo long time had caryed in her entrailes & hart a ſpirit, 
as great as this yniuerſe, among ſo many teares and dolours, ſo 
ſoone as ſhe was deliuered of this painfull burthen, went to take 
het reſt on the mountaines of Sion. A litle before her death , be- 
holding heauen from a high window, which opened on the 
garden, ſhe ſeemed there already to marke out her lodging, ſo 
much ſhe witneſled reſentment, and extaſy towards her Sonne 
Aguſtine, who at that time made this admirable colloquy with 
her, couched by him afterward in his Confeſſions. The conclu- 
fion was that ſhe ſayd vnto him. My ſonne , I haue now no more obli- 
ation to the world, you haue diſcharged allthe promiſes of beauen io me, 
and i haue conſummated all the hopes I might haue on earth in ſeing you 4 
Catholigee , and which is more, reſolued to perfection of the life you haus 
embraced. When it chall pleaſe Cod is call me, I am like fruit ripe, and fal- 
lung. that boldeth 8n nothing. 8 
doone 
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Saone after ſhe betooke her to hei bed, being ſurprized with 
a feayer, which ſhe preſently felt to be the meſſenger of her laſt 
hower. Behold the cauſe why ſhe being torified with armes 
and aſliltances, neceſſaty for this combat, tooke leaue of 4ugu- 
ſtine and his brother there preſent , affectionaily entreating them 
to remeber her ſoule at the Aultar, only meditating on Heaven, 
and neglecting the thought of the land of Africa, which the 
had ſeemed at other times to defire , for the ſepulchet of her 
body. 
And as her other Sonne ſayd vnto her : ( Madame, my Mother) 
We at yet are not there, we hope tocleſe your eyes in our owne <vuntrey, and 
bury you tn the Tombe of your husband: This holy woman ſeeing this 
man would ſtill tye ber to the preſentlite , & diuert her from co- 
giration ot death, which to her was moſt iweet. beheld him with 
a ſeuete eye, and then turning her ſelte rowards her ſonne Angu- 
fine; Harken ( ſay th ſhe) what be ſaythʒ as if we abſent from africa, muſt 
needs be the further from God, She often caſt her dying eyes towards 
this ſonne, who was her pretious conqueit, and who in her 
ſickneſſe ſerued her with moit particuler ailiſtances, afhrmi 
that Auguitine had euer beene a good (one towards her, & —. 
he had colt her many ſotroWes, he neuer had forgotten the refs 
pect due to a mother. 
Verily there was a great ſimpathy berweene the ſoule of ſuch 
a mother, and ſuch a ſonne, which was infinitly augmented 
after this happy Conuerſion , and theretore we muſt giue co Da- 
ture , that which belongstoit. The child Adeodatus , ſeing his 
Grandmother in the laſt agony,as poſſeſſing the affections of his 
father, threw out pitritull outcryes, in which he could not be 
pacified. And S. Auguſtine, who endcauoured to comfort the reſt 
ypon fo happy a death, with held his teares for a time by vio- 
lence, but needs muſt he in the end giue paſſage to plaints fo rea- 
ſonable. The Saint dyed, as a Phenix among palmes , and they 
having rendred the laſt duties to her , purſued the way begunne 
directly for Aﬀericke. 
Behold how the Conuerſion of g. 4wguſtine paſſed, & though 
many cooperated therein, yet next ynto God, S. Ambroſe hath 
euer beene reputed the principall Agent; and for that cauſe his 


great diſciple ſayd ot him: Ambroſe is the excellent iawpard of yy 
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Father of the Family, whom I reverence as my true father, for he hath be- laut 


gotten me in leſus Chriit, by the V ertue of the Ghoſpell, and God hath been 


pleaſed to make vſe of bis ſeruice to regenerate me by baptiſme. Whileſt eſt to- 


ſtars, and elements ſhall continue, it will be an immortall glory 
to the Biihop Ambroſeto haue giuen the Church a 8. Auguii:ne of 
whom Voluſianus ipake one word , worth a thouſand: Auguſti 

3s 4 man capable of all the glory of the world. There ts much difference bo- 
tweene hum, and other Biabops. The ignorance of one Churchman alone 
pretudiceth not Religion, but when we come to Brobop Auguitine , if be be 
ignorant of any thing, it in not he, but the law , which is defectius, becauſe 
ibis man is, 4s kyowwng , 4s the law it ſelfe. 


Sect. 22. The affaires of F. Ambroſe vvith 
the Emperours Valentinian the Father, 
and Gratian the Sonne. 


E T vs leaue the particulars of the life of S. 4mbroſe 
to purſue principally out deſigne, which is to repre= 
ſent it in the great, and coutagious actions he enter- 
riſed with the Monarches ofthe world. Let vs not 
hold this Eagle. beating his winges in the lower 
Region of the ayre; but contider him among lightnings , tem- 
„and whirlwinds; how he playes with thunderclaps , and 

euer hath his eye where the day breaketh. 

The State of Chriſtendom ſtood then in need of a braue Pre- 
Late, toeftabliſh it in the Court of great ones . The memory of 
Inban the Apoſtata, who endeauoured with all his power to re- 
ſore Idols , was yet very freſh, it being not aboue ten yeares 


paſt ſince he dyed, and liued yet in the minds of many Pagans of The ſtate 
eminent quality, who had ſtrong deſires to purſue his purpoſe. of Chrk 
On the other fide the Arrians , who ſaw themſelues ſo mightily ſtendom. 


ſupported by the Emperour Conſlam, made a great party, an 
inceſſantly embroyled the affaires of Religion. loumian, a moſt 
Catholique Emperour, who ſucceeded Iulian, paſſed away as a 
ligh / ning, ina raigne of ſeauen monthes. After him Vale inian 
ſwayed the Empire, who had in truth, good reliſhes of Reli- 
P Sion, 
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gion, but withall a warlike ſpirit , and who to enterteyne him: 
ſelſe, in ſo great a diuerſity of humours, and ſects, whereonhe 
ſaw his Empire to be built, much propended to petty accõmo- 
dations, which for ſome tyme appeaſed the euill, but tooke not 
away the roote. He made aſſociate of Empire his brother Valens, 
who being a very good Catholique, inthe beginnyng ot bis 
reigne,(! uffered himſelfe to be deceyued by an Arran woman, 

| did attcrward exerciſe black cruelties againſt the faithful], till 
| ſuch time, as defeated by the Gothes, and wounded in an encoun. 
ter, he was burnt aliue by his enemies in a —— cottage, 
whereunto he was retired ; ſorendring vp his ſoule in the bloud 
and flames, wherewith he had filled the Church of God, 

The aſſociation of this wicked brother cauſed much diſorder 
in the affaires of Chriſtendome , and often ſlackned the good re- 
ſolutions of Valentinian, by coldneſſe, and tolerations, which 
were rathereſteemed the feauer of times, then men. 

S. Ambroſe entted into charge (as is moſt probably thought) 
about the end of the raigne of this Valentinian, and had not much 
occaſion to entermedle with him; yet from his entrance, ſhewed 
he would become a Lion. For ſeing in the State ſome practiſes 
in Magiſtrates, which turned to the preiudice of the Church, he 
| with much freedome, and generoſity complayned to the Em 
| rour; and though this Prince was one of the moſtabſolute, who 

had ſwayed the Scepter, he was no whit offended, but anſwea- 
Tod. lib, red to S. Ambroſe : Ii isa long time, that 1 haue foreſeene your nature, & 
4+ c. 6. the liberty, which gaue you 4 Myter , when it was ſet on your bead. Tet not- 
withſt anding did I neuer oppoſe your election, and though I might practiſe 
the reſiftance, which the lawes allow me, without vſing other authority, yet 
did 1 affoard my conſent, for the deſire I haue to behold « flout man in this 
charge. Do what the lawesof God appointe you , the times are ſicke , and 
| need a good Phiſitian. 

The death This ſo favourable beginning promiſed good effeRs for the 
of Valen. future . But this Prince liued not long after: for hauing already 
giniaa the reigned about twelue yeares in a very harſh manner, he being 

haughty , and exceſſiuely cholerick , it happened that heatin 

one day the Deputies ofa Prouince in Bobemis , who excuſ 
| themſclues vpon certaine incurſions, and roberies imputed vnto 
| them, he encred into ſo violent, and thundring diſtempers, that 
they 
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they laid him on the bed of death; for from the Couneell- Table 
he at that inſtant was — into his chamoer . The veynes of 
his body ſhrunck vp, his ſpeach ſtopped, his members turmoy led 
with horrible conuulfions , and his tace ſpred all ouer with pur- 
ple ſpots. In concluſion he was walted wich teruers of anger, 
more dangerous then the Dog-ſtar, which in fe howers tooke 
hence him who vnder the ſword of the Roma Empire had made 
ſo many armies of Barbarians to tremble, to teach vs, we haue 
no greater enemies, then our ſelues. 
Valentini an left two ſonnes , the one by his firſt wife Sever, 
which was Gratian. The other by luſtina which was Velentiman 
the younger. Let vs ſee, how S. Ambroſe treated with them both. 
The holy Bithop, who had already exerciſed ſo much au- 
thority vpon the Father, reteyned it on the ſonnes, withſo 
much the more priuiledge, as their age. and the necellity ot af- 
faires of the Church required. Yalentmian ſome yeares betore his 
death, foreſeeing (as it were) what would happen, declared 
his eldeſt ſonne Graties , ſucceſſor of his Empire, and trom chat 
time aſſociated him to his dignity. As he wasa Prince very aw- 
full. & who among his ſharp proceedings, ſpared not to mingle 
many {ſweet attractiues, when he vndeitooke an affaire: ſo he 
made himſelfe appeare in his later dayes, as a ſetting Sun in his 
royall Throne, and hauing madea moſt ſpecious oration to all 
his Captaines, and ſouldiers, there then t him, flattering, 
and calling them companions, by way of Court-thip, he exhi- 
bired many large demonſtrations of amity to them: then taking 
his litle ſonne Gratian by the hand, clad in an Imperiall robe, Gratizn 
being then of fourteene, or fifteene yeares of age; he tould them, de Son, 
that this was his Heire, whome they were one day to haue for o Valens 
companion, and who ſhould with them tread ynder foote the 
powers oppoſed againſt the Roman Empire: adding he ihould 
equall his father in valour, and in affection, due to their good 
ſeruices; but ſurpaſſe him in ſweetnes, hauing been made happy 
with a better education, then himſelſe. This young youth ( as 
ſayth his biſtory ) was beautitull, as a Star, for his eyes ſparckled 
like two lightning flaſhes, his face very amiable, & complexion 
with white, and red. Wen the ſouldiers beheld him 
ia thu habit, they began ſoſtly to ſtrike theit targets, and at that 
P 3 ialtaag 
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inſtant the trumpets ſounded with a thouſand acclamations to 
ſalute him, 

This action was the cauſe, that the ſudden death of his father 
made him inſtantly Emperour with his vncle Valens, who yet 
liued, and then by a ſingular degree of friendihip, he diuided 
his dignity with his brother the litle Valentinian , who was not 
yet aboue fiue, or fix yeares old, being then lettan Orphan vn- 
der the charge of his mother 1uſtina. After ward, the great neceſ- 
fities of the Empire made them likwiſe aſſociate Theodoſiu, to the 
Crowne, one of their Fathers chiteſt Captaines. 

The young Gratian , who wasendowed with an excellent 
diſpoſition , preſently put himſelſe ynder the winge of S. Am- 
brrſe to dire him in affaires of his ſaluation, and conſcience, 
which he eſteemed the moſt important of all that might con- 
cerne him. Our great Prelat entred ſo far into his ſpirit , that li- 
uing, & dying nothing was ſoſweet, nor familiar in his mouth, 
as the name of Biſhop Ambroſe. And well to diſcouer the appre- 
henſions of this faire ſoule , and the eaſy entrance it gaue to all 
the formes of Vertue propoſed by this great Saint; you mult ob- 
ſerue, euen in the iudgement ot Pagan Hiſtorians , who neuer 
graced him aboue his merit, that he was the moſt accompliſhed 
Prince for his age, which euer bare the Diademe of Cæſars. And 
if a life ſo precious could haue beene redeemed with the bloud, 
and teares of the faithfull, it had repleniſhed the Church with 
ſanity , the Empire with glory, and the whole world with 
wonders . 

This beauty of body which he enioyed, conteyneda ſpirit 
holy celeſtiall enchaced therein, for it was full of generous vi- 
uacity; and as fyer out of his ſphere ſeeketh it's nouriſhment in 
the conqueſts thereof: ſo he liued by ſciences , and lights, that 
they became tributary by his iudgement , and trauell, as well as 
men by his armes. He laboured much in the matter of eloquence, 

Excellent ſeing it was then a ſtudy (as it were ) abſolutel — for 
gualiries Emperours, to reigne ouer people, and that words were the cy- 
of — En ment, which vnited willes, and armes for the ſafety of the pus 
E. — blique. By good chance, he had Auſonim for Maiſter, eſteemed 
euen in the iudgement of Symmachw the moſt able man of his 
time 5 moſt happy Mayſter of an excellent Scholler, who =_ 


— 
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him change the ſchoole of Rhecorique, for the purple of Con- 


ſull · hip. G ratian was naturally eloquent, nor was it hard to ma- 


nure ſo generous a nature. When he pronounced ſome Oration, 
he had already in his young yeares the maieſt y of his father, con- 
joyned with an admirable modeſty, and a litle acrimony, which 
gauean edge to his actions: the ordering, and inflection of his 
voyce were rarely proportioned. He ſeemed eloquent in plea- 
fing arguments, graue in ſerious, polite in labourious , & when 
the ſubieR required feruour, & inuectiue, his mouth ſpake tem- 
peſts. Thisenforced no diminution to his military exerciſes, 
wherein he was infinitly dexterous; whether he were to runne, 
wraſtle, leape, (according to the cuſtome of the Roman ſoul- 
diers) his agiliry made the world wounder;or whether he were 
to mannagea horſe, or handle armes, the Maiſters who had tray- 
ned him vp, confeſſed he had dainty paſſages, inimitablefor any 
ptactize. The Pagans, who would blame him tor diuerſity of 
Religion, haue neuer ſayd ought els of him, but that he was too 
good an Archer, & ouer feruent in hunting of wild beaſts. That 
notwithſtanding, ſet him in the eſtimation of warlique men , & 
as he was ſingularly affable, and liberall , ſo was there nothing 
to be found in the world more charming, then his nature. 

g. Ambroſe hauing meaſured his ſpirit, much affected him, and 
endeauoured to ioyne the moſt ſolid Vertues, to ſo many faire 
naturall parts zand aboue all perceauing that among ſo many 
Pagans and Arrians, who ſtretched out their ſnares on cuery 
fide to ſurpriae him, it was neceſſary to preuent them. He laid 
in his royall ſoule deepe foundations of faith , and moſt chaſt 
grounds of Religion , to which Gratian ſhewed himſelfe from 
the — — much enclined. There is alſo a letter found writ- 
ten in his proper ſtile, and with his owne hand, where when he 
had heard the learned inſtructions of his Prelate, he demaunds 
them in writing, and becauſe it is an excellent monument of his 
ſpirit, and Religion, I will heere inſert it. 
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The Emperour G ratian, to A mbroſe the 
Religious Bisho p of God Omnipotent. 


Haue a vehement deſire to ſee my ſelſe ynited to 


2. you by corporall preſence, as I euet had you in my 
Fi 2 memory, and as I cohabite with you in the better 
l, de fide* & it of my ſelte , which is the ſoule. I beſeech you 


8 moſt Holy and Religious Biſhop of the living 
® God) haſten vnto mee to teach me what I belieue, before l haue 
® ſufficiently learned. For it is not my purpoſe to argue vpory 
® matter of faith , better louing to lodge God in my hart, then 
» conclude him in my words. My deſire only is to open my ſoule 
Excellent at large to the Diuinity, to receyue it's lights in, the more abun» 
Faythand dantly. God will inſtruct mee ( if it ſhall pleaſe him) by your 
modeſty vyords, fince I conteſſe, and reucrence his moſt ſacred Maieſty, 
ofthe Em ell obſeruing, not to call leſw Chriſt a Creature, or to meaſure 
dare him by the weakenes , which l acknowledge in myne owne 
perſon : but rather I auow, our Sauiourto be ſo Great, that our 
thoughts ( which are almoſt infinite)can add nothing therunto. 
For if the Diuinity of the Sonne could increaſe, I would dilate 
® my ſelfe in it, for augmentation of bis praiſes, ſuppoſing I could 
» not better gayne the gratious fauour of the cel Hall Father , 
» then in gloritying the Sonne eternall. But as I feare no icalouſy 
» on Gods fide: ſo for my part I make no account, to eſteeme my 
» ſelfe ſo great an Orator, that thereby it may be in my power to 
add any thing to the glory ofthe Diuinity by my words . 1 ac- 
* . ary my ſelte to be inſi. me, and fraile, I praiſe God pro- 
® portionably to my forces, and not anſwerably to the meaſure 
olf his porn As for the reſt,l beſee ch you to affoard me the 
»» Treatiſe of Faith, of which you heeretofore gaue me a Taſt, ad- 
, ding thereunto the Diſpuration of the Holy Ghoſt, in ſuch ſort 
„ that you proue his Diuinity by the Scripture, and reaſon. Heere- 
vpon I pray God (deare Father, and true ſeruant of God) whom 

” I adore, that he many — —— you in ſafety. 
„% This Letter, he that will confider it, Mall d to be full of 
much ſenſe; and yerily S. Anbreſe, — 
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that he conſeſſe th never to haue ſeene, nor read at that time we 
like. This good Emperour (ſayth he) wrot to him with his o ne 
hand, as Abrabam, who himſelte prepared the dinner for his 
ſts, not iuing commiſſion thereot to his ow ne ſeruants. He 
wrot holy words vnto him ( asif he had had an eate in Hea- 
uen ) and which is more remarkeable, it was in a time, when he S. u 
was vpon the point of a iourney, to teſiſt Barbarzans , and there» 
fore he purpoſely rooke the armes of Faith from thus great Bi- 
ſhop. For obſerue; this young Eaglet, from the ſecond yeare of 
his Empire found bufines inough ; becauſe Athanaricus King of 
the Gothes entred into Tbracia with a formidable army: and as 
Gratian amaſſed together all his Eaſterne troupes to make head 
againſt him, the Barbarians imagining with themſelues that the 
Weſterne Empire was vnfurniſhed, fell vpon the Gaules, whi- 
ther the Emperour went with admizable expedition to ſuccour 
them, and it was at the time, when he wrot this letter, & moſt 
particularly recommended himſelfe to S. Ambroſe, taking the 
fandard of! Faith from him, to beare it in the front of his flou- : 
riſhing Legions. T his was not without very notable ſucces : for — | 
by relation of Ammianus Marcellinus he bare himſelfe moſt ya- — * 
liantly in this journey ( although very young) vndergoing 7 
toyles,and euer appearing in the head of the army, io encourage 
the ſouldiers by his preſence, which ſo enkineted them that the 
reſolued to confront the enemy, as ſoone as they might, and ſo 
defeated them at Strasbourge with ſo horrible a ſlaughter , that 
of ſeuenty thouſand Barbartens, threeſcore and five thouſand co- 
uered the feild with their maſſacred bodies , leauing young Gra- 
tian to make a harueſt in the chiefe feild of Mars, moyſtened with 
the palmes of his owne ſweates : but aboue all, bleſſed by the 
prayers of great S. Ambroſe. As the Emperour returned from this 
conqueſt, he receyued Letters from the holy Prelat, where a- 
mong other things, excuſing himſelſe, that he had not accom- 
panied him, he ſayth. PPS 
It 5s nor the want of aſſedtion, moſt Chriftian Emperor (for what A® =_ 
Title cã I giue you eyther more true, or moreglorious?)Itis not OS — 
(I ay )the want ofaffection, hath abſented me ſrom your per- broſe to 
ſon, but modeſty ioyned to the decorum of my profeſſion, yet at the young 
your returne I preſent my ſelfe before you, if not with bodily Emperor- 


pace, 


* 
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v pace, at the leaſt with the whole affections of my hart, and all 
» the vowes, wherewith 1 may charge the Aultars; and in this, 
» the duty of a Biſhop principally conſiſteth. ut it is miſtaken to 
ſay, that I came betore you, as it I had beene ſeparated from you, 
hauing perpetually attended you in mynd , marching along 
® with you in your thoughts, bart, and good tauour , which 1s 
the moſt noble preſence I can deſire. I meaſured your iorneyes, l 
went along with your army, | was in your camp day & night 
» with all my cogitations, and with all my cares; | ſtood C enti- 
» nell with my prayers, and thoſe of my Clergy, at your Impe- 
» tiall Pauillion. How much [ was litle in merit, ſs much the 
more did [rayſe my ſelſe in diligence, and aſſiduity. Andrens 
dring this duty for you, I did it for the whole Church: herein 
® do vie no flattery(tor you loue it not) and well know it to be 
» far from my nature, and the place which 1 hold, but God is a 
» witneſſe with vs both, how much you haue comforted my hart 
» by the ſincetity of your Faith, to whom God hath afforded ſuch 
» proſperity , and ſo much glory; I owe this acknowledgment 
z both to the publique, and your particular amity : for you haue 
graunted me the repoſe of my Church; you haue ſtopped the 
mouthes of the perfidious (and by my good will 1 wiſh you had 
Y as well ſhut vp their harts) and this haue you done with mer= 
® uveylous authority, fortitude, and faith, 

This holy Emperour ceaſed not afterward to oblige the 
Church in all occaſions by the fauour of his Edicts, and hewed 
himſelfe ſo openly zealous, that euen he firſt of all the Empe- 
rours merited the title of Moft Chriſtian, giuen afterward to our 
Kings. His Predeceſſors who ptoteſſed Chriſtianity, euer ſuf- 


Zeale and fered their reputation to be diſhonoured with many blemiſhes 
& vertue which much weakened the worth of their actions; but Gratian 
of Gratis vas the moſt royall,and ſincere of them all, for he lo litle com- 


by the di- plied wich the Gentiles , that their Prieſts comming together 


holy 8 


offer him the title and habit ofgreat Ponti fe. which all the Chri- 
b ſtian Emperours had yet for ceremony, and reaſon of ſtate te- 
teyned; this good Prince confidently retuſed it by the counſell 
of S. Ambroſe ; and though the Gentiles were ſo much moued, 
they could not abſtey ne words of menace, he contemned 


all humane teſpects, where the glory of God — 
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As for the reſt , to conſider further the energy of the diſcretion of 
this holy Biſhop , it is to be noted that the faith of Gratian , his 
tender plant, was notalanguiſhing , and idle faith, but much 
etnployed in the exetciſe ot good workes, which Auſonius a 
worldly man,could not ſufficiently admire in his Scholler, wel 
ſeeing he knew much more, then his Maiſter. 

He who obſerued the moſt particular actiõ of the life of this 
Emperour, hath Teft in wtiting , that from the time ot his child- 
hood, neuer did he let any day paſſe, without praying io God 
moſt deuoutly , dayly rendring ſome yow to Aultars , and it.at 
thoſe who knew his moſt ſecret thoughts, gaue aſſurance he 8 
lived in ynſpeakeable purity of hart; and moreouer, was very —— 
ſober, and abſtinent in his ordinary courſe ot life : & foraſmuch 4 ayoag 
as-roucheth/, and concerneth chaſtiry , it might well befay&, Prince, 
that the Auliar of Veſtall Virgins, where perpetually burneda 
ſacred fyer which purgeth'al, was not more holy, then the cham- 
ber of Gratian, not the Couches prepared in the Temple for ce- 
temonies, more chaft, then his Imperiall bed. He bad Pat 
of a mother rowards his 0 ſubiects, & the beginnyng ot h 
Empire was coifſeerared by the comfort of the people or hi 
he much ſweetned the taxes, and ſubſidies, frely cutting off what A uſonius 
was due to his owne coffers; and to take away all cauſe of en- Vo ſ alu · 
quiry in time to come vpon that, which he liberally had e bre mas- 
ted, he commaunded through all Citties, papets, andobliga- — 
tions of publique debts to be burnt. Neuer bon-fier more cleetly 
blazed, then this ſame; Not a creature complaitied the ſmooke 
hurt his eyes. Euery one prayſed the Emperour, beholding, that 
as his benefirs were not fraile and tranſitory:ſo the euils he tooks 
away were neuer to returne. 

How could he, but do well for the publique , ſceing he Way Admira- 
moſt liberall towards patticulars ? He was not contented to Vi; ble charity 
ſite the fick , but himſelfe led Phiſitians along wirh him thither, in av E 
caufing them to miniſter at his charge, and in his one pre- perour, 
ſence, that, which was neceſfary for their recouery. He was ſcene 
after the defeare of the Bathariant (w hib I ſpake of) to runne 
into the Tents of his ſoldiers to enquire the nuthber of the hutt, 
and hiniſelfe with his own victorious hatids', to touch the 
wounds, andeauſe them inftantly 2 taflnibg, and en- 
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couraging the ſurgeons. And if any poore ſouldier through diſ- 
taſt retuſed to take broath, he would fit downe by him, & char- 
me him with ſuch ſweetneſle of words, till he obteyned, that, 
which conduced to his health. He ceaſſed not to comfort the 
moſt afflicted, to congratulate with the moſt happy, toenquire 
into the neceſſities of all the world,cuen to the making the packs 
of a poote ſubiect to be caricd by his owne mules : & all this did 
he indefatigably with fingular promprnes, and alacrity yoyd of 
oſtentation, giuing all, and reproching no man. up" 

Behould the fruits of the good education of S. Ambroſe, which 
well ſtheweth that in making a good man of a great Prince, the 
whole world is obliged. 


Sect. 23. The death of the Emperour Cratian, 
and the flictions of $. Ambroſe. 


ö VT ala, Eternall God, who art elder, then the bo- 
TEES ginrung of Time, and more dutable then the end of 
1 ages |. mult a great guift be io freely ginen to the 
( 9 world to become ſo ſhort? My pen abhorreth to paſ- 
8 ſe beyond the bloud of this poore Prince, in whom 
the earth had nothing to wiſh but immortality. Behold what a 


4 851 it is for the Empire, what ſorow in the Church, and a 
45 | 


hſtone to the Vertuc of S. Ambroſe... | 

bes” Gratian, after the death ofhis father, had reigned about ſeauen 
8 behold a monſter ſtarted vp in England to diſpoſ- 
eſle it's naturall Prince, and caſt fyer,and confufion into the Em- 
pire. It was Maximus, who according to therelatio of Zefimus was 


a Spaniard by Nation, companion of the great Theodofius, and 


**- © " Captaint of the Roman troupes, which were then in Great 
Mew . Brittaine,, oy . ' 
belles, This Wicked man vexed to thequicke, that the Emperour 


— Gratian, had aſſociated Theodofixs in Empire , without euer men- 
his Prin. tioning himſelfe at all, reſolued to enter into the Throne by 
ce , & his fyrann ; incehe could not ariue thither by merit, Neuer Ty- 
wicked fant vſed more induſtry to cover his ambition then did this man. 
Siſpoliis, Neuer hath any ſought mote ſupport from the 8 — 
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ſanctity, and Tuſtice; Vet { beſeech thoſe who make account by 
the like wayes to bring their purpoſes to paſſe, to learne by the 
ſucceſſe of Maximus , that it the arme of God ſuſtayne not an af- 
faire, the more exaltation it receyueth , the deeper ruynes it 
findeth . 

Maximus, then a ſonne of the Earth, who had nothing great 
in him, but the defire of raigne, made himſelfe ſometime an En- 
gliſh man, otherwhile a Spaniard, euer — to that fide, 
where he ſaw moſt ſupport for his affaires. As an Engliſh man, 
he laboured to haue it thought, he had ſome correſpondence of 
affinity with S. Helene mother of great Conſtantine, and he was ſo 
impudent as to take the very name of that tamily , cauſing him- 
ſelte to be proudly called Flanius Clemens Maximus. As a Spaniard, 
he would be reputed the allye of Theodefins, whom he ſa w to be 

werfull inthe affaires, and whoſe force he more feared , then 
oued his aduauncement. As for Religion he well diſcouered by 
effect; that he had no other God but Honour. Notwithſtanding 
like thoſe who prouide oyle to burne inthe lamps of Idols , 
as well as in that ofthe liuing God; he embraced all forts of 
Seas, making his artowes of euery wood, ſo to hit the white of 
Honour, 
Verily, if there be any vice deſeruing the execration of all 


mankind , it is that, which diltendeth ſnares ouer Aultars, and Deteſta- 
whick , ynder colour of piety , and zcale entrappeth men, Cit- ble fly po- 
ries, and Provinces with a kind of theft , which ſeekethtomake ctiſy· 


it ſelfe honourable ynder pretence of piety , and Religion. This 
was very familiar with this bad man: for ſecing many Pagans of 
quality, who bit the bridle , expecting the reeſtabliſhment of 
Idols, he ynder hand enterteyned them with very faire hopes. 
On the other fide he fauoured the Si of lewes in ſectet, 
ſuppoſing theſe men being loſt in Religion, and Conſcience, 
might one day ſerue his turne, though but to fill vp ditches, But 
then beholding the Catholique Church in an eminent height, 
he openly courted it, and that with demonſtrations of reſpe&, 
and ſeruice, which might ſeeme to proceed from none, but the 
moſt zealous. | 
Letters alſo of his were found written to the Emperour a- 
leminjan the ſecond , where he made many declazations of the 
| Q z duty 
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duty he owed tothe Catholique Church, ſo complete, that they 
Bo. as. ſeeme much fitter forthe mouth of a Biſhop, then of a Tyrant. 
337. 3. Heſpeaketh of God like a Saint, ſaying ; Great heed mult be ta- 
ken not to contend with ones Maiſtet, and that Ganes commit- 
ted againſt Religion, admit no excuſe. He talkes of Rome, as a 
Pope, calling it in full voĩce the moſt venerable, and Princeſſe of 
Religion. He ſeemed to ſweat blond, and water in defence of 
Ppiſtol. ad S. Awbroſe vyhoſe Vertue he infinitly feared, it being ioyned toa 
Siricium liberty, which neuer accuſtomed to bow vnder tytanny. Inan 
eod , anno other Epiſtle, where he writeth to Pope Siricius, he telo, how 
leck. 65- going from the font of Baptiſme, he had beene tranſported to 
the Imperiall throne, which being ignotant of the life of the 
children ot God, he eſteemeth an incomparable tauour from 
Heaven , and in recompence thereof promiſeth all ſeruice to the 
Church ot Rome, ſatisfying himſelfe only to excute that, which 
ſhould be commaynded him, without any deſire to enter into 
the knew edge of the cauſe. 

Moreouer, if he ſaw any forlorne Heretiques, who were 
feeble in faction, and much out of ſauour, he ranne vpon them 
with all manner of violence, and then ſhewing ſpiders webbes 
of one {ide filled with litle flyes, and on the other ſide, all choſe 
broken by creatures of a larger ſize, he rayſed mighty tropheyes: 
thinking ſo to piece out his Fortune, by the effuſion of con- 
temptihle bloud. In this maner he cauſed Priſcillian, and man 
other of his Sec, to be put to death. who were Heretiques pol- 
ſeſſed with a black, and melancholy Diucll; and ſuch (as in 
truth) according to the lawes bath divine , and humane well 
deſerued puniſhment, but not according to the proceedings were 
obſerued in their proceſſe, much blamed by S. Martin, and other 
wiſe Biſhops, who tooke notice of paſſions ouet bloudy, euen 

F irtuti- in the Eccleſiaſticks, that ſought after ſpoile. 

bug i O God! itis yerily one of the greateſt ynhappineſſes of hu- 
2 mane life, to ſay that vices keep ſhop neere to Vertues, and often 
Origen, Ba. deceyue with their artifices, the beſt experienced merchants. 
fl. Aber. That is maſt true, which is ſpoken by Albertus the great Maiſter 
tus in Pe- of S. Thomas; Seuerity counter feyteth Iuſtice : Melancholy cal- 
radiſo aui. leth it ſelſe Grauity: Babble, ſtealeth into the name of affability, 
geld. as doth diſſolution paſſe vader colour of free mirth , I 9 — 
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fayth be is an honeſt man; The Couetous, prouident; The 
=conceyted, conſtant; The crafty, prudent. Curioſity bo- 


2 


roweth the title of citcumſpection; Vainglory , of generoſity. 
Preſumption, of hope; Carnall loue, of Charity; Diſſimulation, 
of patience; Publlaminity, of mildneſle ; Indiſcteet Zeale, of fer- 
uour in mater of Religion: and the worſt of all is, Hipocriſy puts 
on the maſque of ſanctity. Yet if with theſe ſemblances, and bo- 


Pretext of 


rowed faces, they only deceyued yulgar ſoules, it were ſome tion 
what tollerable, but itis a thing moſt deplorable , that the ſub- gaugerous 


tile, who haue no other God, but their owne intereſts, by ſlight 
complacences, & petty affectations of deuotion , enſnare noble, 
and Religious ſoules , who meaſuring all by their ow ne inno- 
cency,dayly affoard more ſupport to credulity . A litle ourward 
ſhew handſomely expreſt, rauiſheth men, with admiration, and 
cauſeth Aultars to be rayſed to them, for whom God hath pre- 
pared gibbets. There arealſo many filly Birds, who ſeeing the 
touler with bleare, andrunning eyes,roulea huge paire of beads 
in his hands, ſay, this is a holy man, and full of compaſſion : but 
the more iudiciall, anfwere ; We muſt nor regard his eyes nor 
beads, but the bloud, and rapine which is in his hands. 

Had Maximus beene beheld ypon this fide, he had neuer de- 

ce yued the world, but his plaiſtered deuotions ſerued his turne 
to amuze eaſy natures , Whilſt his ambition cleftmountaines to 
climbe to the Throne of Ceſars. Pope $iricias beguiled with the 
maſque of this falſe Piety, gaue demonſtration of much affetion 
to him; and when he was declared Emperour many Biſhops 
vſed with him at Trier ſundry complements, which to neere ap- 
proched to ſeruĩtude. There was none at that time but our 8. 
Martin, who held a ſtrong power ouer this ſpirit: and the wil 
Maximus, who well foreſaw there was no reſiſtance to be vſed 
againſt a ſtroake of thunder, ſubmitted with all pliantneſſe, and 
poſtures to draw this great Prelateto his amity. He, who heer- 
tofore made himſelte to be petitioned vnto by the Biſhops , re- 
ceyued the commaundements of S. Martin as and endea- 
uoured to yield him all fatisfation, 

One defire only he fixedin his hart, which was ſome one 
time to inuite this holy man to his table, to wipe away all the 
ill reputation of which the moſt oY could not be — 
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but S. Martin conſtantly refuſed it, vntill Maximus ypon a time 
hauing madea thouſand proteſtations of the ſincerity of his in- 
tentions in that point, Which concerned the yſurpation ot the 
Empire, the man of God, whither perſuaded by reaſons, ot mol- 
lified by ſo many prayers, went thither, and vſed there, paſſages 
of — which you ſhall know. 

In this banquet were preſent the falſe Emperour Maximus 
with his Brother, and his Vncle, a Conſull, and two Counts. 
S. Martin tor his honour was placed in the midle, neere the per- 
{on ot Maximus, and when about the midſt ot dinner, the cup- 
bearer preſented a goblet to his Maiſter, he for a lingular reſt 
mony of his affection put it into the hands of the good Biſhop, 
ſeeming to haue a holy ambition to drinke there n after it was 
conſecrated by the touch of his lippes : but S. Martin not vſing 
any other complement, when he had drunke gaue the cup to 
his deacon, as eſteeming him the moſt worthy perſon of the feaſt 
next himſelfe. Maximus , who infinitly ſeemed to be pleaſed the- 

rewith, although he inwardly felt himſelte gauled with this li- 
berty , did ſo outwardly diſſemble it, that be cauſed S. Mariinto 
be applauded through all his Court, proteſting that none, but 

he was worthy the title of a Biſhop, and that he had done at the 

table ofan Emperour , what the other Biſhops would neuer 
haue acted in the houſe of a meane ludge. On the other fide, 

the wife of Maximus, who already poſleſſed the title of Empe- 

reſſe, made herſelfe a Magdalen at the teet of 8. Martin; and al- 

though neuer woman touched this chaſt creature, he ſuffered her 

to exerciſe all ſort of ceremonies towards him, vndergoing a 

thouſand troubles, to rid himſelte of her importunities. This 

ſeemed not ſtrange in the age of threeſcore and ten, and in the 

reputation of ſanctity , Wherewith he had filled the world ;that 

a woman ſhould kiſle bis ſeete: but it wat a thing very voſuall 

to behold a Princeſſe, humbled in the duſt of the earth, to per- 

forme this office, She regarded neyther Purple, Diademe, Qua- 

lity, nor Empire, ſhe had no eyes, but for S. Martin, being blind 

to the reſt of the world. 

After this firſt banquet, Maximus and the Lady went to the 
Saint, and beſought him againe to cake a bad dinner, which the 
Empreſſe would in priuate prepare for him with her . 

55 
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hands, and although he in the beginning refuſed, it was impoſ- 
fible for him to eſcapefrom theſe Saint-like invitations. For theſe 
are ſnates, which catch cagles aſwell as ſparrows. Needs would 
the Queene do all offices in this ſecond feaſt; She plaid the 
Cooke, dreſſed the dining roome, laid the cloth, gaue to the holy 
man water for his hands, was his cup-bearer , and waited on him 
all the time of his meale, ſtanding vpright as aſeruant with her 
mind intentiue on her office. Dinner being ended, the did eate 
the ſcrappes, and remainder of the Table which ſhe preferred be · 
fore all the Imperiall delicacies. Verily we may ſay women are 
violent in their affections, and, when once they go the right 
way, their Vertues haue no meane. I will not ſeeke to penetrate 
the Ladies intentions, Which I ſuppoſe were very good; but 
conſidering the proceedings of Maximus, there is great cauſe to 
think he endeauoured to chatme the nature of S. Martin , which 
to him ſeemed ſomewhat harſh, by his extreme endcarements, 
Yetthe great man endowed with the ſpirit of Prophecy , freely 
told, all that, which ould befall him. 

Behold ſome part of the diſpoſition of Maximus, which I was 
willing to preſenton paper, that it might appeate of what con- 
dition they ordinarily are, who beate armes againſt the obe- 
dience due to Kings, who are the liuely images of God. The Ty- 
rant began a reuolt in England, and from that time determined 
to eſtabliſh the Citty of Trier in Germany, as the ſeate of his Em- 
pire and from thence to raiſe a paire of winges to fly aboue the 
cloudes , which were Italy and Spaine. He choſe for his Conſta- 
ble a man very conſonant to his humour, and of great reſolu- 
tion, who cauſed himſelſe to be called the Good-man, the better 
to calour the wickedneſle of his Maiſter . With this bad Coun- 
ſellout he endeauoured to ſtir vp the ſoldiers, and on euety fide 
draw the warlike troupes to his party. The good Emperour 
Gratianſpeedily armeth to ſtifleryranny in the birth therof, and 
in perſon goeth to encounter his aduetſaty. He bad then very 
freſhly drawne good ſoldiers from the Kingdome of Hungary to 
his aſſiſtance, of whom he made much account. Others ſeein 
that heeſtcemed of them in a ſingular manner were ſtung wit 
jealouſy, and grey cold in their Maiſters behalfe. The poore 
Prince being on the point to wage battell, found himſcltc — 
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leſly, and traiterouſly abandoned by his legious, who dayly 
flole away to increaſe the Army and enge of Maximus. 
This black, and hideous treaſon much amazed the Empe- 
rour , who complained (as the Eagle in the Embleme) that bis 
owne feathers gaue him the ſtroke of death, ſeeing his ſoldiers 
who ſhould haue borne him on their wings deliuered him to his 
enemy, through a neglect, which ſhall make the Romane H- 
ſtory to bluſh eternally. So that ſeeing there was no ſafety for his 
perſon, he ſought to regayne Ita as ſoone as poſſible, accompa- 
nied only with a full troupe of horſe, conſilting of about three 
hundred men. 

Maximus, well diſcouered that he would at any price what 
ſoeuer, haue the — ſpoile of his Maiſter. For he charged this 
Good- man to purſue him with all violence, and not to deſiſt 
till the prey were in his clutches, which he did taking horſes with 
him , who ranne like a tempeſt, and could well endure any te- 
dious trauell. In the end he met with the Emperour at Lyons, and 
fearing he might eſcape, bethought himſelfe of a miſchieuous 
ſtratagemne. For he ſecretly cauſed the Emperour to be enfor- 
med, the Empreſſe his wife was in daunger of her perſon, if be 
ſtayed not ſome while to expect her, becauſe ſhe was reſolued to 
follow him, thinking no place capable of ſafety or conſolation, 
where her husband was not. 

This falſe report much ſoftened the hart of Gratian , who was 
as good a husband. as an Emperour; he therefore reſolued to ha- 
ſten to the Empreſſe, though not without euident daunger of his 
life. There is an vnſpeakeable power in the loue of neighbours , 
which is the cauſe that birds and fiſhes are ofttimes yoluntarily 
caught with twigs and nets, not fearing to put their life in daun- 
ger, where they ſee ſome part of themſelues to be. This Prince, 
who in the extremeſt diſaſters ofhis fortune was full of courage, 
and flew euery where like a flaſh of lightning, to giue order to 
his affaires, at the newes , that the Empreſſe was on her way to 


Pierifoll follow him, was much terrified. Nor was there an obiect of pe- 


ill, which he framed not in his thoughts; Moments ſeemed 


tbe Em- dayes vnto him, and dayesas ages. A thouſand fantaſies of af- 


frighment ſummoned his hart in his ſolitude . There was no li- 


Gratien- uing fox him, if he beheld not his deareſt loue in his armes. She 


Was 


-wass Princeffe of much merit, daughter of the Emperour Con- 
ws, borne after the death of her father; but Gratias faithfully 
loued her though he as yet had no iſſue by her. 

The Tyrant vnderſtanding his game ſucceeded to his With, gocrar. lib, 
made a litter to paſſe a long much like to that of the Fmprefle, 3. cap. 11. 
and diſpoſed his ambuſhes round about in the way. The EM- Sor. . 
pezour perceyuing it a far off, and ſuppoſing his wiſe Conſtantia 7 · . 
was in it, ſpurres his horſe, and flyeth with thoſe winges which 
Loue and Loy gaue him, being at that time followed by few of 
his people. The murderers affailed , and maſſacred him, but he 
ſtill mewing the courage of a Lion, bare himſelte brauely a- 
mongſt ſ words, and halbards , fixing his hand (all bloudy )ona ue 
wall, (as$. Hierome obſerued)] and euer hauing on his lips the menus he- 
name of g. Ambroſe. His body after the ſoule departed , was ta- #:g14, pa» 
ken vp to be preſented to Maximus , as the monument of a faith - e 1 
tull aſſaſſinate. 

O God! who ſhall heere be able to cleaue a cloude, to reade — 
through ſo much darkneſſe, and ſo many ſhadowes the ſecrets of Th 
your prouidence | This poore 4bell butchered by the hand of a 
Cain with a cruelty ſo barbarous, a maner ſo perſidious, and a ſuc- 
ceſſe ſodeplorable ! A Prince, who ſheltred the whole world 
vnder the valour of his armes, forſaken by the molt cruſty ſer- 
uants of his houſe ! An Emperour moſt Religious, ſeparated by 
death from the aſſiſtances of Aultars! A Monarch moſt juſt, giuen 
vp as a prey to Iniuſtice ! One of the beſt Maiſters of the earth 
ſlaine by ſeruile hands, and vſed like a beaſt among the halbards, 
and Courtelaxes of his owne feruitors ! So many rare qualities 
as were in him, leaue nothing elſe to mortalls, but the ſorrow 
to haue loſt them. 

Aman, who deſerued to haue liued ages, torne from his 
throne and life in his 28. yeare, after a raigne ſo aduantageous to 
the Church, and wiſhfull to all the world! O Prouidence! Muſt 
he paſle away, asthe foame glideth on the face of the water? 
Malt he be hayle-ſtrooken, as the Crowne-imperiall (the ho- 
nous of a Garden)in the heightof his beauty? Muſt he wither, as 
N pearles in their growth, leauing them inſteed 

a ſubſtance, nought els, but a ſhell? O God ! What bloud of 
dbeb mult be ſhed in all ages, to __ wa leſſon, which * 


Pirtifull 


death of 
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lelly, and traiterouſly abandoned by his legious , who dayly 
flole away to increaſe the Army and ſtrength of Maximus. 

This black, and hideous treaſon much amazed the Empe- 
rour , who complained (as the Eagle in the Embleme) that bis 
owne feathers gaue him the ſtroke of death, ſeeing his ſoldiers 
who ſhould haue borne him on their wings deliuered him to his 
enemy, through a neglect, which ſhall make the Romane Hi- 
ſtory to bluſh eternally. So that — there was no ſafety for his 
perſon, he —— to regayne Ita as ſoone as poſſible, accompa- 
nied only with a full troupe of horſe, conſiſting of about three 
hundred men. 

Maximus, well diſcouered that he would at any price what 
ſoeuer, hauc the bloudy ſpoile of his Maiſter. For he charged this 
Good-man to purſue him with all violence, and not to deſiſt 
till the prey were in his clutches, which he did taking horſes with 
him , who ranne like a tempeſt, and could well endure any te- 
dious trauell. In the end he met with the Emperour at Lyons, and 
fearing he might eſcape, bethought himſelie of a miſchieuous 
ſtratagemne. For he ſecretly cauſed the Emperour to be enſor- 
med, the Empreſſe his wife was in daunger of her perſon, if he 


ſtayed not ſome while to expect her, becauſe ſhe was reſolued to 


follow him, thinking no place capable of ſafety or conſolation, 
where her husband was not. 

This falſe report much ſoftened the hart of Gratian , who was 
as good a husband, asan Emperour; he therefore reſolued to ha- 
ſten to the Empreſſe, though not without euident daunger of bis 
life. There is an vnſpeakeable power in the loue of neighbours , 
which is the cauſe that birds and fiſhes are oft times voluntarily 
caught with twigs and nets, not fearing to put their life in daun- 
ger, where they ſee ſome part of themſelues to be. This Prince, 
who in the extremeſt diſaſters ofhis fortune was full of courage, 
and flew euery where like a flaſh of lightning, to giue order to 
his affaires, at the newes , that the Empreſſe was on her way to 
follow him, was much terrified. Nor was there an obieR of pe- 
rill, which he framed not in his thoughts; Moments ſeemed 


the Em- dayes vnto him, and dayes as ages. A thouſand fantaſies of af- 


perour 
Gta tien. 


frighment ſummoned his hart in his ſolitude. There was no li- 


uing lor him, if he beheld not his deareſt lou in his armes. She 
was 


nnn, Princeffe of much merit, daughter of the Emperour con- 

ftantics, borne after the death of her father; but Gratias faithfully 

loued her though he as yet had no iſſue by her. 

The Tyrant vnderſtanding his game ſucceeded to his with, gocrar. lib. 
made a litter to paſſe a long much like to that of the Fanprefle, 3. cap. 1. 
and diſpoſed hi ambuſhes round about in the Way. The Em- Soz omen. l. 
pezour perceyuing it a far off, and ſuppoſing his wiſe Conſtantia 7+ .. 
was in it, ſpurres his horſe, and flyeth with thoſe winges which 

Loue and loy gaue him, being at that time followed by tew of 

his people. The murderers affailed , and maſſacred him, but he 

ſtill mewing the courage of a Lion, bare himſelte brauely a- 

mongſt ſwords, and halbards, fixing his hand (all bloudy )ona e 
wall, (as$. Hierome obſerued)] and euer hauing on his lips the menus ye- 
name of 8. 4mbroſe. His body after the ſoule departed, was ta- #:g1a, ps» 
ken vp to be preſented to Maximus , as the monument of a faith - e t 
tull aſſaſſinate. 

O God! who ſhall heere be able to cleaue a cloude, to reade - — 5 
through ſo much darkneſle, and ſo many ſhadowes the ſecrets of * 
your prouidence | This poore 4bell butchered by the hand of a 
Cain with a cruelty ſo barbarous, a mãner ſo perſidious, and a ſuc- 
ceſſe ſodeplorable ! A Prince, who ſheltred the whole world 
vnder the valour of his armes, forſaken by the molt truſty ſer- 
uants of his houſe ! An Emperour molt Religious, ſeparated by 
death from the aſſiſtances of Aultars! A Monarch moſt juſt, giuen 
vp as a prey to Iniuſtice ! One of the beſt Maiſters of the earth 
llaine by ſeruile hands, and vſed like a beaſt among the halbards, 
and Courtelaxes of his one feruitors ! So many rare qualities 
as were in him, leaue nothing elſe to mortalls , but the ſorrow 
to haue loſt them. 

Aman, who deſerued to haue lived ages, torne from his 
throne and life in his 28. yeare, after a raigne ſo aduantageous to 
the Church, and wiſhfull to all the world! O Prouidence ] Muſt 
he paſſe away, as the foame glideth on the face of the water? 
Muſt he be hayle-ſtrooken, as the Crowne - imperiall ( the ho- 
nout of a Garden) in the height of his beauty ? Muſt he wither, as 

ightning cauſeth pearles in their growth, leauing them inſteed 
a ſubſtance, nought els, but a ſhell? O God ! What bloud of 
abel mult be thed in all ages, to _ va leſſon, which *. 


130 The Prelate . 
the reward of our children conſiſteth not in the fauour, & prof- 
rities of the world, but that ſeing in ſuch innocency, they are 
. roughly handled, your luſtice hath infallibly diſpoſed them 
for another life, where they liue conered with the purple, and 
glory of your ſonne, whoſe ſufferings they haue imitated. 

The poore Conſtantia, wite of Gratian, hearing this lamentable 
newes, Was ſeized with ouer whelming ſorrow , and as ſoone 
as ſhe came to her ſelſe agayne. 4h Gratian ( ſaith he) My Lord, and 
deare bushand, I haue then found an euill worſe then your death, 
which is, to haue beene the cauſe of the ſame, Muſt my name be 
ſo much abuſed ? Muſt the loue of a creature ſo caytiue as I am, 

Ambroſ. engage into danger alifeſo important, as yours ? 
in Pal. 61s | began my vnhappines from the day of my birth, being 
meminit, borne after the death of my father Conſlantius; Nature not per- 
Gr = mitting me to ſee him, who gaue me life. That litle age I haue, 
_—_ Y 7 hath not ceaſed to be turmoiled with many miſeries, and vn- 
at, _ certanties, which enforce me to reape thornes in the fortune 
Peccart fu a - pe 
24 ,quim Of Ceſars, where the world imagineth roſes . Yea I ayow 
morintis (my moſt honoured Lord) that this accident hath outgone all 
detri mand my apptehenſions. For although I figured you mortall as a man, 
could not ſuppoſe that he in whom all my charities, and ho- 
pes ſuruiued ſhould be taken from me ſo ſodainly, in a fortune ſo 
eminent, in an age ſo flouriſhing , with a death ſo ynworthy of 
his goodneſſe, not leauing me (at the leaſt) a ſonne in my en- 
— to be borne, of me, as his mother; and which is worſe , 
that I inſtantly muſt ( oh my deareſt Gratian, the ſweteſt a- 
mongſt all men liuing) redeeme your bloudy body with the 
price of gold, from the hands of a wretched ſlaue. My God, I 
conſeſſe I haue no ſtrength to beare theſe calamities ſo violent, 
if you affoard it not. 

The newes of chis death, which flew like a fatall bird through 
all the world, transfixed the harts of all good men. Thelitle Va- 
lentinian teſſented it beyond his age, ſeing himſelſe depriued of a 
brother, whom he ſo faithfully had loued. S. Ambroſe, though 
moſt couragious, felt himſelte (as it were) ſurprized with ſorow, 
and ſadneſſe, not being able to vnloſe his to 
any funerall Oration. All the Court was infinitly 150 hred , as 
it Maximus had already, beene at the gates of Milan 10 finiſh the 
Cala- 


= 


The Prelate . 131 
eataſtrophe of the Tragedy. Iuitins the Empreſſe, mother of yoig 
V alentinian, taking the care of affaires for her ſonne in minority, 
inftantly made her addreſſe to S. Ambroſe, and beſought him to 
vndertake an Embaſſage, and preſent himſelfe before Maximus, 
ſo to diuert the ſtreame of his armes, which came to powre 
themſelues on Ita, and to demaund the body of his Pupill; 
bumbly praying, not to negle him dead, whom he aliue had 
ſo taichtully ſeruad. 


Sect. 24. The Embaſſage of S. Ambroſe, 


VR great Prelat couragiouſly yndertooke the bu- 

fines, fortifying his hait with aſſiſtances of Hea- 
uen, to treate with the murtherer of his ſonne; for 
x one may wel ſay the loue he bare to the dead, equal - 
led that of Fathers towards their children. 

The acti of his firſt Embaſſage are loſt, although the effect 
hath beene ſufficiently publiſhed. Which was the diuerſion of 
the armes of Maximus, ſo much feared by the Empreſle 1uftins. 
But as for the E mperours body, it was impoſſible to gay ne it 
from him; for Maximus ſayd, he withheld it vpon a point of 
State, well knowing this ſpectacle would haue no other effect. 
but to exaſperate the memory of what was paſt, & that the ſoul- 
diers through fury might reuenge the dead body, much aſha- 
med they had betrayed their liuing Emperour. 

This wicked man inſatiable in his defires, and perfidious 
in his promiſes , ſoone repented to haue ſigned the peace, com- 
playning that Ambroſe had with his faire words , caſt him into a 
—— was full of impetuous paſſions, and inceſſantly threat- 

to paſſe into Italy, nor ſhould any thing hereafter hinder his 
intentions, which made S. Ambroſe enterprize aſecond Embaſ- 
ſage, at the ſollicitation of the Empreſſe luſtins, of whom we 
haue a moſt faithſull narration from the pen ofthe Saint him- 
ſelſe, in an Epiſtle , which he wrot to the Emperour Valentini an 
to yield him an accompt of his commiſſion . There he relateth 
how being artiued in the Citty of Tri where Maximw had pla- 
ced his Throne, that he the next morning went to the Pallace 

n R 2 to 
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to ſpeake to him in private. The treacherous man, who with ſo 
many Legious could not endure the counterbuſſe of ituth, de- 
liuered by a Biſhopʒ thinking to filence him, ſent one of the gent- 
lemen of his Chamber, to demaund if he had any letters from 
Valentinian to deliver him, if ſo, he ſhould receyue anfwere ; bur 
that he might not ſpeake to the Emperour himſelfe , but in fulf 
Conncell. 8. Ambroſe replieth, that wasnot the audience, which 
is viſually giuen to perſons of his quality; that he had moſt im- 
portant affaires to handle , which might better be priuatly ex- 
preſſed in his Cabinet, then at the Councell- Table. He prayed 
the gentleman of his Chamber, to let him vnderſtand this re- 
queſt ( which indeed was moſt ciuill. ) He did fo, but brought 
back no other anſwere , bur that he ſhould be heard in Coun- 
cell. The good Biſhop ſayd: that was ſomewhar too far from 
his profeſhon ; but he notwithſtanding would omit nothing of 
his duty, preferring the memory of the dead, and the affaires of 
his living Prince before all the intereſts of his owne perſon. 

He came then to the Councel- Table, where Maximu: ſate on 


Maieſty of his Throne, who ſeeing 8. Ambroſe, roſe vp to giue him the kiſle, 
S. Am- — the cuſtome of that age: but the Brſhop taking place 


broſe. 


among the Counſellors, who very honourably muired him to 
fit vppermoſt, freely ſayd to Maximus: I wounder, bow you offer the 
kife of peace to 4 man of whom you ave ignorant , for were I well knowns 
in the rack I bold, you should not ſee me beere. Maximus amazed at this 
liberty, could not ſay ought els, but, Bizhopyou rein choller. S. Am- 
broſereplieth: I haut more ame, the anger in me to ſee my ſelfe in a place 
where | should not be. Notwihſt. ndingę ( ſay th Maximus) you ibi haue 
learm the way, bauing beene beere once already. It is 4 double fault in you 
(teplyeth the Prelate) to haus ſummoned me twice . Thereupon 
mus. Why came you hither ? To demand peace of you (anfve- 
reth S. 4mbroſe ) which 1 haue required, as of an inferiour, and you now 
inforce me to ſeeks it, as from an 
The proud man, whothought himſelf leſſened, if compared 
to the Emperour Valentinian, was moued at theſe words, and 
cryed out: How equall? By whoſefauour ? By the fauour of God (an- 
ſwereth S. Ambroſe) whobath preſerued that Empire to Valentinias , 
which be gaue him. Maximus at this word entred into violence. It is 
you ( ſay th he) that haus deceaued me, and your goodly Count — 
Wno 
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who vnder pretext to preſerue the — fora Child , I» 
other accommodations forhimſelfe, and for this effect is ioyned 
with Barbarians, to inuite them to paſſe into the Empire. And 
who hath more credit, then I, to cauſe them to march vnder my 
ſtandards, whe I liſt? I haue thouſands vnder my pay, by whom 
I can be ſerued before all the men in the world; and had you not 
ſtopped the courſe of myne armes, with your goodly Embaſ- 
ſage, no man liuing had beeneable to oppoſe me. He ſpake this 
with quick flaſhes of choller, 

The holy Biſhop coldly anfwered : It is dichonorable in you 
to reproch my Embaſſage, and put your ſelfe vpon theſe exty anagancies. For 
ro whom apperrayneth it to defend widowes, and Orphans , if 
not to a Biſbop? That is it, which the law of m Mailer com- 
maundeth me: Judge in fazoxr of the Orphan, and defend the widow , & 
deliver the weaks from oppreſſion. Notwithſtanding I will not giue 
ſo much credit to my Embaſlage, as to perſuade my ſelſe it hath 
ſtayd the courſe of your armes. Wharſquadrons haue I oppoſed 

aynſt you ?What walles ? What Rockes ? Haue I ſtopped v 
4 ge of the Alpes with myne owne body? By my wilt 

d l ſo haue done, I ſhould account all your obiections as a 
glory to me. But you your ſelſe ſent the Count Vider whome 
I met all Mentz, to treat of peace: wherein hath Yalentinian de- 

you, if he haue graunted the peace, which you demaun- 
ded of him? In what hath the Count Nun played falſe with 
you, vnleſſe you terme it deceyt to be taythfull to his mayſter ? 
In what haue I beguiled you? was it then, when you ſayd, that 
V alextinian need not put me to the trouble of this Embaſſage, but 
come himſelfe in perſon, as a Sonne to his Father; and that I 
freely anſwered you: There was no likelyhood to ſee a Prin- 
ceſſe, widdow ofa great Emperour to putherſelfe into the way 
with her Sonne tender of age, & feeble of body to paſſe the Al- 
$ in theextremiryes of winter: & that as for the child, whom 
you defired only to ſee, the mother ſo much affected him, ſhe 
could in no ſor: ſuffer him to be ſeparated from her? Is not this 
the anſwere was giuen to your Embaſſadour in the Citty of Mu- 
lan, when I was then preſent with you ? What deceyt find 
you in this proceeding? Did I euer promiſe you the commi 
of the Emperour, and haue I fayled you in my fayth ? Hane I 
R 3 diverted 
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diverted your troupes ? Haue I ſtayed you Eagles? Where are 
thoſe Barbarians , which the Count Bautos cauſed to paſſe into 
Italy? Verily it he who is a ſtraunger ſhould haue called people 
of his nation to the ſuccour of his Mayſter , it would be very ex- 
cuſable, ſince you, who are ſo much intereſſed in the preſcruation 
of the Roman Empire, threaten vs that you haue Barbarians vn- 
der your pay, whome you can make to ouerrunne vs, When 
you pleaſe. | 

Behould alittle , the difference that is betweene the ſweet- 
nes of Yalentinien , and your menacss : You ate much troubled 
not to haue fallen ypon Ita with Barbarian legions, and /- 
lentinian hath graciouſly diverted the forraine Gaules home he 
had invited to his ſeruice, whilſt you in the meane tyme make 
waſt on the Grizons with your Barbarians: he hath bought peace 
— you with his one money, and you with ingratitude repay 

im. 

Behould your Brother, who is now by your fide, and you 
ſhall ſee an irreprochable teſtimony of the Emperours clemency. 
He held in his Prouince, and hands, that which is moſt deare 
to you in the world.Euery one thought it was reaſon to reuenge 
the aſhes of the Emperour Gratian ypon a neere ally of him, who 
was the author of his death, and yet Vdlentimcan vpon the newes 
of the aſſaſſinate committed ypon his mott honourable brother, 
and in the greateſt feruour of his moſt iuſt 2 » hath ſo mo- 
derated himſelfe, as toſend bim back with honour , whom he 
might with Iuſtice haue bereft you. Compare your ſelfe pre- 
ſently with him, and make your ſelfe Iudge in your proper cau- 
ſe. He hath reſtored you your brother, in perfect health: render 
him his at the leaſt thus dead , as be is. Why do you deny him the 
aſhes of his brother, fince he hath not refuſed your ſatisfaRions, 
yea to his owne preiudice? He hath afforded youaman in like 
degree of alliance, though in quality much different. He hath 

aunted you one aliue ; render him one dead to yield him the 
aſt offices. A Tartarian couerd with ſand a Pyrat, which he by 
chance found dead vpon the ſea ſhore z and you deny vs to bury 
with our owne hands , the prime Monarch of the world? You 
take from a Queene-mother, from a widow - Empreſſe, from an 


Orphan-Emperour, the bones of a Sonne ,a Husband, a Bro- 
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ther , whom you haue depriued ot life and ſcepter. The bodies 
of —— are taken downe from the gallouſe, to put them 
into the armes of their mothers; What hath the body ot Grattan 
done to be bereaued after death the charity of his Allies ? Why 
do you forbid vs teares , which very Tyrantsthemſelues, who 
haue torne eyes out, haue neuer denyed to the afflicted? You 
feare ( ſay you) it may exaſpetate myndes, that is to ſay, you 
feare a death, which you haue cauſed, and which you haue vn- 
worthily procured, euen then, when you might, and ought to 
ſaue it, by al wayes of luſtice, and humanity. And tell mee not 
he was your enemy. You were his, but he neuer yours. For ho- 
ſtiliry comesfrom a Vſurper, and defence from a lawfull Prince. 
Vou do well to iuſtify your ſelſe, vpon this attempt, but there 
is not a man Will belieue your juſtifications, Who ſees not, you 


haue the life of him, whole buriall you hinder ? 


Paulina addeth, that for concluſlon he delt with him as one 
excomunicate , and ſeriouſly aduiſeth him to expiate the bloud 
he had ſhed by a ſharp pennance, 

This liberty of our admirable Prelat amazed al the Coun- 
cell: and Maximw , who neuer thought that a Prieſt in the hart 
of his State, in the midſt of his Legions, in the preſence of his 
Court,could haue the courage to tell him, that, which he would 
neuer endure to heare in his Cabinet, commaunded him ſpeedily 
to depart from the Court. All thoſe who were friends of the 
holy man, aduiſed him to be watchfull ypon the ambuthes. and 
treaſon of Maximus, who found himſelfe much gauled, but he full 
of confidence in God put himſelſe on the way, and wiſhed Va- 
lentinien to treat no otherwiſe with Maximus but as witha couert 
enemy , Which did afterward ap moſt true. But luſtina the 
Empreſle, thinking. 4mbroſe had beene ouer violent, ſent vpon 
a third Embaſſage Domnin , one of her Counſellours, who deſi- 
rousto ſmooth the affaires with ſeruile ſweetneſſe, thruſt them 


vpon deſpaire of remedy. 
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diverted your troupes ? Haue I ſtayed you Eagles ? Where are 
thoſe Barbarians , which the Count Bautos cauſed to paſle into 
Italy? Verily it he who is a ſtraunger ſhould haue called people 
of his nation to the ſuccour of his Mayſter, it would be very ex- 
cuſable, ſince you, who are ſo much intereſſed in the preſcruation 
of the Roman Empire, threaten vs that you haue Barbarians vn- 
der your pay, whome you can make to ouerrunne ys, When 
you leaſe. 

Rehould alittle , the difference that is betweene the ſweet- 
nes of Valentinian, and your menacss : You ate much troubled 
not to haue fallen ypon Ita with Barbarian legions, and V- 
lentinian hath graciouſly diuerted the forraine Gaules w home he 
had inuited to his ſeruice, whilſt you in the meane tyme make 
waſt on the Grizons with your Barbarians: he hath bought peace 
— you with his one money, and you with ingratitude repay 

im. 

Behould your Brother, who is now by your fide, and you 
ſhall ſee an irreprochable teſtimony of the Empetours clemency. 
He held in his Prouince, and hands, that which is moſt deare 
to you in the world.Euery one thought it was reaſon to reuenge 
the aſhes of the Emperour Grattan ypon a neere ally of him, who 
was the author of his death, and yet Valentinian vpon the newes 
of the aſſaſſinate committed ypon his moſt honourable brother, 
and in the greateſt feruour of his moſt juſt 12 » bath ſo mo- 
derated himſelſe, as to ſend him back with honour , whom he 
might with Iuſtice haue bereft you. Compare your ſelſe pre- 
ſently with him, and make your ſelfe Iudge in your proper cau- 
ſe. He hath reſtored you your brother, in perfect health: render 
him his at the leaſt thus dead, as he is. Why do you deny him the 
aſhes of his brother, ſince he hath not refuſed your ſatisfactions. 
yea to his owne preiudice? He hath afforded youaman in like 
degree of alliance , though in quality much different. He hath 

aunted you one aliue ; render him one dead to yield him the 
aſt offices. A Tartarian couerd with ſand a Pyrat, which he by 
chance found dead vpon the ſea ſhore z and you deny vs to bury 
with our owne hands , the prime Monarch of the world? You 
take from a Queene- mother, from a widow-Empreſle , from an 
Orphan-Emperour, the bones ot a Sonne ,a Husband, a Bro- 
ther, 
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ther, whom you haue depriued ot life and ſcepter. The bodies 
of Reprobates ate taken downe from the gallouſe, to put them 
into the armes of their mothers; what hath the body of Gratian 
done to be bereaued after death the charity of his Allies ? Why 
do you forbid vs teares , which very Tyrants themſelues, who 
haue torne eyes out, haue neuer denyed to the afflited? You 
feare ( ſay you) it may exaſpetate myndes , that is to ſay, you 
feare a death, which you haue cauſed, and which you haue vn- 
worthily procured, euen then, when you might, and ought to 
ſaue it , by al wayes of luſtice, and humanity. And tell mee not 
he was your enemy. You were his, but he neuer yours. For ho- 
ſtiliry comes from a Vſurper, and defence from alawfull Prince. 
Youdo well co iuſtify your ſelſe, vpon this attempt, but there 
is not a man Will belieue your juſtifications, Who ſees not, you 
haue the life of him, wh ole buriall you hinder ? 

Paulina addeth, that for concluſlon he delt with him as one 
excõmunicate, and ſeriouſly aduiſeth him to expiate the bloud 
he had ſhed by a ſharp pennance, 

This liberty of our admirable Prelat amazed al the Coun» 
cell: and Maximw , who neuer thought that a Prieſt in the hart 
of his State, in the midſt of his Legions, in the preſence of his 
Court,could haue the courage to tell him, that, which he would 
neuer endure to heare in his Cabinet, commaunded him ſpeedily 
to depart from the Court. All thoſe who were friends of the 
holy man, aduiſed him to be watchfull vpon the ambuſhes. and 
treaſon of Maximus, who found himſelfe much gauled, but he full 
of confidence in God put himſelſe on the way, and wiſhed Va- 
lentinian to treat no otherwiſe with Maximus but as witha couert 
enemy , Which did afterward ap moſt true. But luſtina the 
Empreſſe, thinking 8. Ambroſe had beene ouer violent, ſent vpon 
a third Embaſſage Demuin, one of her Counſellours, who deſi- 
rous to ſmooth the affaires with ſeruile ſweetneſſe, thruſt them 
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Sect. 25. The perſecution S. Ambroſe ray- 
fed by the Empreſſe Iuſtina 


WY (Fo 


EE may well ſay, there is fome Fury, which be» 
eV 5 witcheth the ſpitits of men in theſe lameutable in- 
ABS nouations of pretented Religions, ſince we be- 
Nd Va hold effects to ariſe , which paſleinto humane pa- 
ſions, not by an ordinary way. Scarcely could la- 
fins the Emprefle freely breath ayre, being (as ſhe thought) 
delivered fromthe {word of Maximus, which hung ouer her head, 
tyed to a ſilken threed , when forthwith , Ge diſpoſed herſelſe 
furiouſly to perſecute the author of her liberty. O God ! what a 
daungerous beaſt is the ſpirit of a woman, hen it is yntur- 
niſhed of reaſon, and armed with power f It is able to create as 

many Monſters in effence , as fantaſy can forme in painting. 

Momus deſired the ſauage Bull, ſhould haue eyes ouer hu homes. 

and not hornes ouer his eyes: but luſtin« at that time had brazen 

hornes to goarea Prelate, hauing eyes neyther aboue , nor be- 

neath to conſider, whom ſhe ſtrooke. Authority ſerued as a Ser- 

geant to her paſſion,and the ſword of Monarches was employed 

to ſatisfy the deſperate humours of a woman, ſurprized with er- 

ror , and inebriated with yengeance. S. Ambroſe like a Sun darted 

Herod, lib. rayes on her; and ſhe, as the Ailantes, who drew their bow a- 
4.Soiem o gainſt this bright Star ( the hart ot the world) ſhot back agayne 
ek arrowes of obloquy. As women well inſtructed, and zealous 
are". in matter of Religion, are powerfull to aduance the Chriſtian 
cauſe: ſo when they once haue ſucked in, any peſtilent doctrine, 

they are caprichious to preſerue their owne chymera's. The Mi- 

ſtreſſes of Salomon, after they had cauſed their beauties to be ado- 

red, made their Idols tobe worſhipped: ſo Iuftine, when the 

SeR of A- had gayned credit, as the mother of the Emperour, and Regent 
rigs, in his minority, endeauoured to countenance the Arrian Sect, 

wherein ſhe was paſſionate, that the ſword of diuiſion, might 

le through the fides of ber owne ſonne, into the hart of the 

mpirc, 


The Artians had in the Eaſterne parts beene — 
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der the Empire of Thevdoſius , and many of them were fled to Mi- 
dan vnder the conduct of a falſe Biſhop, a Scythian by nation, 
and named ann,, as their head, bat who for the hatred the 
le of Milan bore to this name of Auxentias, cauſed himſelſe to 
called Mercurinus. 

He was a craſty, and confident ſpirit , who hauing inſinua- 
ted himſelte into the opinion of the Empreſſe, tayled not to 
procure by all poſſible meanes the aduancement of his ſect, and 
among other things , very impudently demaunded a Church in 
the Citty of Milan, for the exerciſe of Arrianiſme, 

lamina, who in her owne hands held rhe ſoule of her Sonne 
Paleminian,as a ſoft piece of wax, gaue it ſuch figure as beſt plea- 
ſed her , and being very cunning, there was not any thing fo 
vnreaſonable, which ſhe did not euet colour with ſome lay re 
pretext, to dazell the eyes of an Infant. She declared ynto him, 
that the place the poſſeſſed neere his perſon well deſerued to 
haue a Church in Milan, wherein ſhe might ſerue God according 
to the Religion, which ſhe had profeſſed frõ her yonger dayes, 
and that it was the good of his Stare, peacefully to entetteyne 
euery one in the Religion he ſhould chooſe, ſinee it was the pro- 
ceeding of his father Yalentinian , which the by experience knew 

To this ſhe added the blandiſhments of a mother, which euer 
haue much power ouer a young ſpirit: ſo that the Emperour per- 
ſuaded by this Syren, ſent out to ſeeke S. Ambroſe , and declared 
vnto him, that for the good of his State, and of his people, 
it was in agitation ro accomodate his thrice honoured mother, 
and thoſe of her Sect with a Church in Milan. 

At this word 8, Ambroſe roared like a Ln, which made it 
om he neuet would yield to rhe execution of ſuch requeſts. 
The peo 


ple of Miles, who honoured their Prelate, as che lively jock 
image of the worlds Saujour, when they once perceyuedthat a Church 
Valentini an, had ſuddenly called him, and that ſome ill affaire was in Milan, 


in hand, they left their houſes, & came thundting from all parts 
to the Pallace : whereat lufima Was ſoinewhat aſtoniſhed , fea- 


ring there was ſome plot in it, and ſo inftantly commaundcd the, 


Captaine of the Guard, to go out, and diſperſe the rude multi- 
rude, which he did, and preſenting himſelfe with the moſt * 
8 te 


— 
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lute ſouldiers, he found noarmed hands to reſiſt him, but huge 
troupes of people , which ſtretched out their necks , and cryed 
aloud : They would dye for the defence ef the fayth,and their Paſtour, 

Theſe outcryes proceeding, as trom men affrighted , terrified 
the young Emperour, and ſeeing the Captaynes of his Guards 
could vſe no other remedy, he bel ought S. Ambroſe,to ſhew bim- 
ſelte to the people to mollify and promiſe them, that tor the bu- 
ſineſſe now treated, which was to allow a Church to the Here. 
tikes , neuer had thoſe concluſions beene decreed, nor would 
he euer permit them. S. Ambroſe appeated, and as ſoone as he be- 
gan to open his mouth, the people were appeaſed, as if they had 
beene charmed with his words; wherupon the Empreſſe grew 
very ĩealous, ſeeing that with the armes of ſanity , doctrine, 
andeloquence, he predominated ouer this multitude, as the 
wynds ouer the waues of the ſea, 

A while after to leſſen the great reputation of S. Ambroſe , ſhe 
determined to oppoſe her Auxentius againſt him in a publique diſ- 
putation : and chough ſhe in her owne Cõſcience, well vnder- 
ſtood, that he in knowledge was much inferiour to S. Ambroſe ; 


confertce notwithſtanding ſhe reputed him impudent inough , & a great 
— talker, to ſtupify weake ſpirits. She perſuaded her (elf, that of ivo 


y the 
Em pr elle, 


things one would happen; eyther that S. Ambroſe, refuſing diſ- 
putation, would leaue ſome ſuſpition of his inability ; or accep- 
ting it, engage his authority. This powertull woman, vnable to 
bow heauen, reſolued to ſtirre hell. She obtayned a Mandat 
from the Emperour her ſonne, by which it was enioyned to 5. 
Ambroſe to be on a day nominated, at the Pallace, to conferre in 
his preſence vpon points of Religion agaynſt 4uzentius ; on this 
condition that Judges ſhould be appointed for both parts to de- 
cide their difference. The Tribune Dalmatius, was the bearer of 
this Mandat, and tould S. Ambroſe by word of mouth, that he 
ſhould haſten to name the Iudges, which he intended ro chooſe 
for his party; and that auxentiu⸗ had allready nominated his who 
were all Pagans,totake away thereby the ſuſpition that might 
be tramed agaynſt thoſe of his Se. 

Hecauſcd alſo certayne words ſilently to flip from him by 
the ſublility of Iuſlina, by the which he aduiſed him handſomly 
to eſcape, and go whither he thought good, it he would not ac- 
cept of this ghallenge. | S. Am- 


1 — — —ͤ— —— — — — — 
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8. Ambroſe had a ſtraunge horror ypon this Mandat , ſeeing 
how the cunning ot a palſionate woman, and the impudence 
of a ſhameleſſe Hererique tyrannized ouer the feeble ſpirit of an 
Infant, enforcing him to demaund this hatefull Conference, 
which ſeemed to be permitted for nothing, but to expoſe the ve- 
nerable Miſteries of our Religion to the ſcorne of Pagans, He 
would by no meanes go to the Pallace to excuſe himſelſe, fea- 
ring he might ſeeme to transferre a cauſe meerly Eccleſiaſticall 
to a Princes Court: but he made a graue anſwere to the Empe- 
rour , which is now extant in his workes , where among yo 1 


. Lib, ep. ti. 
Reſolutis 


things, the Arians condemning his tefuſall, and taxing him of a(3. Ame 
contumacy , for giuing occaſion of iealouſy to the kmperour, broſe. 


vpon the ouer great authority of S. Ambroſe, he ſayth. 
(Sacred Mairihy)) He that condẽneth my refuſal of contumacy, 
accuſeth the law of your Father of iniuſtice; he who was aman * 
molt accomplithed in armes, and great affaires, who ſigned his & 
Faith with the ſeale of his conſtancy, & wiſedome of his Coun- a 
ſels ; for the happines of his State euer witneſſed both by bis « 
words, and edicts, that it appertayned to none, but Biſhops to @ 
iudge of Biſhops. You who are tender of age, litle experienced, * 
nay a Catechumene in Faith, will iudge of miſteries, which you 
haue not yet learned. It this ſeeme reaſonable vnto you, the 
laity may heereafter mount into the Chayre, and haus thoſe for ® 
theyr flocke, whome they haue had for their Paſtours , which ® 
can neuer be done but by peruerting the order of this V niuerſe. a 
God forbid. I ſhould chooſe Iudges of the laity , to make them « 
eyther Preuaricatours of Fayth, or victimes ot the vengeance of , 
of our enemies. It ſufficeth me to leaue my lyfe therein, which I 
forſo long a time haue conſecrated to the defence of the Church, 
and notengage others in the perill. | hold the fayth of the Nicene © 
Councell, from which neyther the ſword, nor death ſhall euer 
ſeparate mee. I am ready todefend it at the Church, not in the « 
Court, where neuer had I beene, but for you; and whereof I « 
better loue, not to know the cuſtomes, then learne the cunning. « 
As concerning this, which I heare, that your Maicſty offereth , 
me peaceably to retyre, where I ſhall thinke good; God bim- 
ſelteknowes with how much endeauour I auoyded the burthen 
your Father himſclte of * memory layd on my ſhoulders, © 
2 Now 
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lute ſouldiers, he found no armed hands to reſiſt him, but huge 
troupes of people. which ſtretched out their necks , and cryed 
aloud : They would dye for the defence ef the fayth,and their Paſtour. 

Theſe outcryes proceeding , as trom men affrighted , terrified 
the young Emperour, and ſeeing the Captaynes of his Guards 
could vſe no other remedy, he bel ought S. Ambroſe,to ſhew bim- 
ſelte to the people to mollify and promiſe them, that tor the bu- 
ſineſſe now treated, which was to allow a Church to the Here- 
tikes , neuer had thoſe concluſions beene decreed, nor would 
he euer permit them. S. Ambroſe appeated, and as ſoone as he be- 
gan to open his mouth, the people were appeaſed, as if they had 
beene charmed with his words; wherupon the Empreſſe grew 
very icalous, ſeeing that with the armes of ſanity , doctrine, 
and eloquence, he predominated ouer this multitude, as the 
wynds ouer the waues of the ſea, | 

A while after to leſſen the great reputation of S. Ambroſe , ſhe 
determined to oppoſe her Auxentius againſt him in a publique diſ- 
putation : and chough ſhein her owne Cõſcience, well ynder- 
ſtood, that he in knowledge was much inferiour to S. Ambroſe ; 
notwithſtanding ſhe reputed him impudent inough , & a great 
talker, to ſtupify weake ſpirits. She perſuaded her (elf, that of to 
things one would happen; eyther that S. Ambroſe, refuſing dil- 
putation, would leaue ſome ſuſpition of his inability ; or accep- 
ting it, engage hisauthority. This powertull woman,vnable to 
bow heauen, reſolued to ſtirte hell. She obtayned a Mandat 
from the Emperour her ſonne, by which it was enioyned to 5. 
Ambroſeto be on a day nominated, at the Pallace, to conferre in 
his preſence vpon points of Religion agaynſt 4uzentius ; on this 
condition that Judges ſhould be appointed for both parts to de- 
cide their difference. The Tribune Dalmatius, was the bearer of 
this Mandat, and tould S. Ambroſe by word of mouth , that he 
ſhould haſten to namethe Iudges, which he intended ro chooſe 
for his party; and that 4xxentias had allready nominated his who 
were all Pagans, to take away thereby the ſuſpition that might 
be tramed agaynſt thoſe of his Sec. 

Hecauſcd alſo certgyne words ſilently to flip from him by 
the ſublility of 1«#is, by the which he aduiſed him handſomly 
to eſcape, and go whither he thought good, it he would nor ac» 
cept of this ghallenge. | S. Am- 
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8. Ambroſe had a ſtraunge horror ypon this Mandat, ſeeing 
how the cunning of a palſionate woman, and the impudence 
of a ſhameleſſe Heretique tyrannized ouer the feeble ſpirit of an 
Infant, enforcing him to demaund this hatefull Conference, 
which ſeemed to be permitted for nothing, but to expoſe the ve- 
nerable Miſteries of our Religion tothe ſcorne of Pagans, He 
would by no meanes go to the Pallace to excuſe himſelſe, fea- 
ring he might ſeeme to transferre acauſe meerly Eccleſiaſticall 
to a Princes Court: but he made a graue anſwere to the Empe- 
rour , Which is now extant in his workes , where among a= — 2. Us 

3 : efolutis 
things, the Arians condemning his tefuſall, and taxing him of „ . Ame 
contumacy , tor giuing occaſion of iealouſy to the kmperout, broſe. 
vpon the ouer great authority of S. Ambroſe, he ſayth. 

(Sacred Mate) He that condeneth my refuſal of contumacy, 
accuſeth the law of your Father of iniuſtice; he who was aman * 
molt accompliſhed in armes, and great affaires, who ſigned his & 
Faith with the ſeale of his conſtancy, & wiſedome of his Coun- a 
ſels ; for the happines of his State euer witneſſed both by bis « 
words, and edicts, that it appertayned to none, but Biſhops to g 
iudge of Biſhops. You who are tender of age, litle experienced, . 
nay a Catechumene in Faith, will iudge of miſteries, which you 
haue not yet learned. It this ſeeme reaſonable vnto you, the 
laity may heereafter mount into the Chayre, and haue thoſe for ® 
theyr flocke, whome they haue had for their Paſtours , which ®« 
can neuer be done but by peruerting the order of this Vniuerſe. a 
God forbid, I ſhould chooſe Iudges of the laity , to make them. « 
eyther Preuaricatours of Fayth, or victimes of the vengeance of , 
of our enemies. It ſufficeth me to leaue my lyfe therein, which I 
fot ſo long a time haue conſecrated to the defence of the Church, 
and not engage others in the petill. I hold the fayth of the Nicene 
Councell, trom which neyther the (word, nor death ſhall euer 
ſeparate mee. I am ready to defend it at the Church, not in the & 
Court, where neuer had I beene, but for you; and whereof | « 
better loue, not to know the cuſtomes, then learne the cunning. a 
As concerning this, which I heare, that your Maicſty offereth , 
me peaceably to retyre, where I ſhallthinke good; God bim- x 
ſelte knowes with how much endeauour I auoyded the burthen * 
your Father himſelfe of * memory layd on my ſhoulders, © 

þ Now 
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» Now I cannot with freedome — my ſelſe in Conſcience, 

» fince the Biſhops my aſſociates cry a loud vnto me, that it were 
ono, and the ſame cryme in my perſon , eyther to leaue, or be- 
way the Aultars. 

Inſtins much moued with the liberty of theſe wordes, com- 
playned in her Pallace that among ſo many legions, there could 
not be a man found ſo faythtull , as to deliver her from the im- 
portunities of a Prieſt , promiſing offices, and ſingular fauoursin 
Court, to any that would lead him into exile. 

One named Buibymius offered himſelfe, who hauing purpo- 
ſely hyred a houſe, neere to the Church, prouided a coach well 
furniſhed to cary away S. Ambroſe at his coming from diuine ſer- 
uice: but neuer was it poſſible tor him to pertorme his promiſe, 
by reaſon of the great preſle of people, which per ly enui- 
roned their Paſtour; but much otherwiſe this milerable vnder= 

taker, the yeare being turned about, the ſame day whereon he 
reſolued to execute his deſigne vpon the holy man, after he had 
ſhamefully beene diſgraced , was banithed, and caryed away in 
the ſame Coach he had prepared for 8. ambroſa: as it is ſayd , Fe- 
Tillus author of Phalaris his Bull, was the ſitſt that hanſelled itz and 
Hugh Ambriot , who cauſed the Baſtille to be built, was the firſt 
that went into it, in the quality of a Priſoner, there to end his 
dayes. Another named Caligenims a Groome of the Chamber to 
the Emperour , threatned 8. Ambroſe to cut off his head with bis 
owne hands the holy man anſweared: If God permit thee to executs 
what thee ſaye#, you will aft but what the Eunuches do, and I chall enduro 
that, which ordinarily the Bubops ſu ſſer. 

Sometime afrer, as if Heauen had ht againſt the Prelats 
enemies, this wicked man, although an Eunuch, being accu- 
ſed of ſome impurity by a Curteſan, paſſed the dim of (ſword , 
which he would haue drawne againſt his Biſhop. 

In the end the Empreſſe reſolued to play out the reſt of har 
game, andexerciſe the whole extent of her power. She obtey- 
ned bloudy Edits, which the her ſelſe compoſed to ſatisfy her 
owne paſſion. She armed her Auxentias , as the inſtrument of her 
fury. She cauſed it to be publiſhed aloud, that all Eccleſiaſtickes, 
who would not deliver the Church, which was in queſtion, 
mould be held as criminals of treaſon , She cauſed * of 
Intolent 


Genebrar 4 
Chronic, 


inſolent fouldiers to runne vp and downe the ſtreets, and caſt 
terror into the minds of the moſt confident. That was the time, 
when the bruit of perill, wherein 8. 4mbroſe was, being ſpred 
through the Citty , vninerfally drew all the people to the 
Church, each one endeauouring to make a bul warke for him of 
his owne body, and neuer forſaking him eyther day, or night. 
Tribunes , and Captaines were diſpatched rohim , who ſigni- 
fied the Emperours pleaſure, which confiſted of three Articles. 
The firſt was, he ſhould ſpeedily deliuer the holy veſſels, and all 
the moueables of the Church . Theſecond , he ſhould leaue the 
place queſtioned , inthe Empreſſes diſpoſe. The third, that in 
all haſt he muſt go out of Milan, and that he ſhould haue free li- 
berry to trauell whither he pleaſed. The Biſhop made anſwere , 
Thatthoſe holy veſſels were the inheritance of leſus Chrift, and 
as the Emperour had not abandoned the ſtate ot his aunceſtors 
to Tyrants: fo 4mbroſe would neuer betray the patrimony of his 
Mailer. Were gold, and filuer demanded which were his owne 
roprieties, he would make no difficulty to afford them, but as 
port good of the Church, they were ſacred pledges, which 
the Emperour had no right to require, nor he to giue. Then, for 
the Church demaunded, It was the houſe of God, which bis pre- 
deceſſors Dionyfius , Euftorgius , Myrocles , and others had coura- 
jouſly defended, and conſarued, not to be profaned by Arrians, 
t reuerenced by Catholiques. Moreouer , for that which con- 
cerned his banifhmenr, it was athing now incompatible with 
his life, for he morefeared God, who had giuen him this charge, 
then the Emperour that would take it away ;and that if Palenti- 
nian were ready to do, that, which an exorbitant power permit» 
ted, Ambroſe was bent on his part to ſuffer , —— a'good 
Paſtor ought to endure for his flock, yea ſhould his body be torne 
- meal vnder the rack of perſecutiõ, yet his ſpirit ſhould re- 


Stout Re- 
ply es. 


maine faſt fixed to the aultar. The hiſtory of the Vyne of Naboth 


was then read in the Church , and one parte of it which there 
paſſed in figure, was here expreſſed in verity. The deniall of S. 
Ambroſe being din the Pallace, the Souldiers had com- 
maundement to inuade the Church on euery fide, like a Towne range 
d. Neuer was a ſpectacle beheld more entermingled with p<Racle, 
terror & piety. The Church _— was the as a 2 
3 e 
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the Lord of Hoſts , which marched berweene the battalions vn- 
der the conduct ot the burning Pillar. There was nothing with- 
out, but ſouldiers, launces, pikes, and (words; within, but 
prayets, ſermons, hymnes, and canzonets. One while this admi- 
table Prelat offered ſacrifice at the Aultar, with great effuſion of 
reares; then he mounted into the Chaire to encourage, and con- 
ſolate the people; preſently he introduced the — 2 of plal- 
mes; anone , he gaue anſweres to the Emperours Deputies. He 
trauailed indefatigably, and appeared as another Ia Macha- 
beus, ſometimes in the head, ſometimes in the ariere, and ſome- 
times in the midit of the Army. He was in his Church like the 
Patriarch Noe in his Arck, confident in perils, peaceable in tem- 
peſts, immoueable in all violences conſpired to his ruyne. The 
people by his example in the tumult of the whole Citty , and 
deluge of roring waters, were in this Tabernacle of peace, as 
ifthey had enioyed the Antipaſts of Heauen. All were diuided 
by companies to pray, and watch, as ia Heauco the Quires of 


Angels. | 
Fhegood mother of S. Auguſtine was then by chance in Mi- 
lan very tar engaged in the buli nes. for ſhe was, as a Mary ſiſter 
of Meyſes, who ſerued as an example to all other women. At 
that time it was, when God, more and more to comfort his faith- 
full creatures diſcouered to S. Ambroſe the ſacred bodies ot S. Ger- 
, and Protaſius, who heretofore had beene martyred for the 
faith. When theſe holy reliques were ſeene to be drawne out of 
yaults ſtill bloudy ; euery one was enflamed with an incredible 
zeale for defence of the Religion, much like the Elephants in 
the booke of Macchabees ,' who were ſtirred vp at the fight of the 
juice of grapes. There was nothing, but lights, muſicall conſorts, 
exultations, and triumphes. 
The miſerable Empreſſe, who cauſed all things that paſſed 
to be hourely related vnto her, was now come to thecondition 


of rage. Nothing was heard in the Citty , but prohibitions, me- 


naces, penalties , chaines, and impriſonments. In the end the 
Prouoſt was ſent to S. Ambroſe to perſuade him, that he at the 
leaſt, would allow a Church in the ſuburbs to ſatisfy 1yftins, and 
appeaſe the (edition. The people prevented his anſwere, and 
cryed out aloud, that could not be — 3. Anbreſe itretched = 


— 
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his hands, and ſhewed his neck, ſignitying he was ready to re= 
ceyue fetters, and {words, yea to be ſacrificed on the Aultar, ra- 
ther then deliuer vp the Aultar. They went to take this Church 
in the Suburbs by torce : the people ranne thither to ſtaud ypon 
the defence thereof. The Emperiall Enſignes thereon already 
fixed, in ſigne of poſſeſſion, were abuſed cuen by litle children. 

It is a ſtrange thing that Heauen, earth, and all the Elements, 

men and women, great and ſmall, noble and ignoble, raunged 
themſelues on S. Ambroſe fide. Yea the ſouldiers themſelues who 
were ſet to take poſſeſſion of the Church, where the holy man 
was, entred therein, which at the beginning gaue occaſion of 
much terror to the moſt timerous: but they litting vp their pea- 
ccable hands, cryed out aloud : they were come to pray with 
the Catholiques, and not exerciſe violence on any man; letting 
alſo the Empetour know , that the Church belonged to him, as 
to a Catholique Emperour, there he ſhould pray, there receyue 
fauours from aboue, there be in the Communion of true Chri- 
ſtians . If it apperteyned to Heretickes, it would no longer be a 
place, where the Emperour ſhould feed on the Lambe, which is 
neuer eaten, but in the true Church. His wicked mother ceaſed 
not to bewitch his mind, and breath in his eares, that Ambroſe 
aymed at his State: for which cauſe a Commiſſary was diſpat- 
ched tothe Biſhop , who roundly tould him, he only de ſired to 
know one thing of him : Whether he would yſurpe the Empire, 
to the end he might heereaftet be treated withall, as with a 
Tyrant? 

S. Ambroſe made anſwere, that his tyranny was infirmity, & 
his armes prayers and teares, which made him powertull before 
God. That heeretofore Prieſts had given Kingdomes, but not 
vſurped them. That there were ſome Emperouts, who had de- 
fired Prieſt hood, but that Biſhopsneuer had aſpired to Crowes. 
That Prieſts had often felt the {word of Tyrants, but Tyrants 
themſelues had notat any time ſeene the (word of Prieſts, vn- 
ſheathed againſt them. Let Maximus be asked, whether he were 
a Tyrant, tor he was very well able to make relation of ſtrange 
things. His tyranny was to ſerue the Emperour at the Aultar, 
and to be ſacrificed it God ſuffer, in ſeruing him. It well a 


red this was to runne his head againſt a Rocke, to think of ſuch 
| an 
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affaire. The E fearing t his authority 
— the advite of ſome — ry — 


ſayle, leauing all matters whole and entire. S. Ambroſe who then 
in the Church explicated the hiſtory of lena, much wounde- 
ted, how the tempelt being ccaſſed, he in an inſtant came out of 
the Whales belly. 


Set. 26. Maximus paſſeth into the Ita- 
ly 0 


o V need but to caſt a litle earth to ſeatter an army of 
SS antes, to breaketheir Oeconomy, and ſport, making 
dem rather to thinke vpon flight then the pleaſure 
oc cheir pillage : ſo whilſt Iuſfina with the Arrians was 
ſtill employed in Riots, and Practiſes, how to be reuenged on 
S. Ambroſe , making vſe of the innocent ſpirit of her Sonne, and 
authority of the Empire to ſatisfy her reuenge, God rayſed an ac- 
cident which made her thinke of other matter. 

Domnin her goodly Embaſſadour who departed from Maximus 
loaden with preſents , and fayre words, litle thinking thereof, 
was preſently wayted on by an army of the Tyrant, who had 
in him, as much feruour, as fyer , and more infidelity, then Ice. 

So ſuddenly fell he ypon Italy, that it was a great chance, he 
had not taken the Mother , and her young ones ypon the Neſt, 
All which the Empreſſe luſtina could do, was - ares to ſaue 
her (elfe with her ſonnes, and daughters, to ſet ſayle on the ſeg, 
& paſſe to Salonichi, a Citty of Greece, much renowned, were it but 
in 8. Paule epiſtles. 

Maximus finding no reſiſtance flowed like a Torrent ouer 
the fay re fields of Italy, and made furious hauocke ; though to ta- 
ke aw iy the blemiſh of the bloud of the Emperour Graman, and 
to gayne the reputation of a good Prince, he ſhewed in the end 
ſome moderation. 

Itis verily a miracle of God, that he hauing been treated with 
by g Ambroſe with ſo much liberty, as we haue ſayd before, and 
holding ſtill the bloudy ſword in the ruines of Italy, in a ryme 
whea he might haue done any thing, which his paſſion —_— 
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hee ſo bridled himſelfe, thar he not only abſtayned from wron- 
ging che holy P relate, but for his (tke vſed the whole texticary 
01 Mill iche more humanity,” It feemed the Citty of Milla 
vndeuthe influences of its Paſtour, had the vertue of thoſe ſacred 
Fotreits, which tamed wolu:3: [ttyed yp the throate of a raue- 
nous wolfe, and made him coutt his prey. Yet though ſhe were 
awithourperill, he was not voide of teare, ſeeing ſo many armed 
troupes roundabout her, and fmefling the ſmoke of thoſe fiers, 
which waſted'her neighbours.” Then was the tyme, when the 
admirable Biſhop , ated things likewiſe woithy of his perſon, 

For all the Cittizens wanering and almoſt ready to leaue the 
Citty deſolare, to ſaue their lives, he by his eloquence, and au- 
motity, held them back ſo well, that he ſeemed to haue enchai- 
ned them. This ſcourge (ſayth he) proceedeth from our diſorders ; let Amb 
ys ceaſe to fine, and God will giue oner to aſſlict ys. It is 4 folly to fly from . — 

your Countrey . If you drſire to be ſafe, fly from your finnes . The armes of pru * 
Maximus will bane no power ouer bulwarks of ſandbity. Beſides (as it is & Chari « 
ſayd )he is bad, who is good for none, but himſelf. The chari- ty of 5. 


rable Prelate, not content to conſolate, and confirme his owne, Ambroſe , 


but ſeeing that all Ie was filled 'with extreme miſeries, not 
onlyſpentall the means, which he had to comfort them; but 
employed therein the very gold and ſiluer veſſels of the Church, 
for which cauſe the Arrians ſought occaſion to calumniate him, 
diſpoſing themſelues to condemne vertues, fince they could find 
no yice to lay hold on. 

The holy man anſwered, that, which he afterward couched | 
in his offices. It is the eſſect of a moſt ardent charity, to compaſſionate Offic, lib. i. 
the miſeries of our neighbours , and to ayde them according to © 7 . 
out power, yea aboue our power; I rather chooſe heerein to be 
accuſed of prodigality, then inhumanity ;there is no fault more 
pardonable, then that of bounty. It is a ſtrange thinge to fiad, 
men ſo, cruell, as to be troubled, when they ſee a man redeemed 
from death, an honeft woman delivered from the violence of 
Barbarians, Which is worſe then death, or poore forſaken In- 
fants ,drawne from the contagion of Idols, which they are for- 
ced to adore with menaces of death. Let our enemies murmur 
as long us they pleaſe, but I more affect to keepe ſoules for God, ; 
then to treaſure vp gold: 


Whilſt 


— 
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' Whilſt all this paſſed in 1:aly , Iheodeſus came to viſite luftine, 
and her children at Sabxichi, who failed not to preſent all their 
complaints, and ſollicie him to vndertake the warte _ 
Maxnmus , but he therein at firſt thewed himſglfe. very cold; the 
caufe wheteof ( that we may not diſguiſethe truth)is pattly tou- 
ched in Zozimus, although Theodoſms was a very great Captaine, 
as one who atiued to the Empire by his owne merit: notwith- 
ſtanding , veing his fortune now at the height, he was pleaſed 
to taſt the repoſe, and delights of the Court, ynder the ſhadow 
of his owne palmes, and not conteſt againe with any man, ſea- 
ring thehazard of warres, and the ſippery foore of felicity. Mo- 
reouer Maxzmns , Who defyed the force of all the world, played 
the fawning dog before him, and ſent expieſſe Embzfladors to 
draw him to ſome agreement, This ſo wrought , that when the 
offended Empreſſe founded an Alarme, Theodoſeus endeauoured 
to pacify her with faire promiſes, and good hopes, ſaying; no- 
thing muſt be precipitatedʒthat Maximus would become durifull, 
That it was better to giue him ſome bone to gnaw on peacta- 
bly,tte enkindle a warre, which would neuer be extinguiſhed , 
bur with Rivers of humanc bloud. | 
But the Lady infinitely vexed, purſued this affaire with all 
extremiry , and was much diſpleaſed to ſee, that he who held all 
his aduancement of her husband, her ſelſe, and her children, 
ſhewed ſome remiſlnes in ſo vrgent a neceſſity. She bethought 
her ſelfe of an excellent ſtratageme, which was to enflame the 
warte with the fier of loue. The Empetout Theodeſius had loft his 
Wife Placills, and was much enclined to a ſecond mariage. 
luſtina, who heeretofore had enioyed the ſhort ryranny of 
beauty, making two Empetours Maxeniins and Valentinian the 
elder, tributary theteunto, was ao longer in ſeaſon to affoard 
that, which might very eaſily winne Theodofias : but the had a 
daughter named Galla, then in the flower of her age, and a per- 
ſect image of the mother; ſhe determined to pierce this man by 
the arrow of the eye, of this Princeſſe, which was moſt eaſily 
done, for the tooke her along with her to diſſolue this hart of ice; 
and caſting her ſelfe at his feete, humbly beſought him by the 
ſeruice he heertofore had vowed tothehouſe of great Yalemiimian, 
by rhe ruine of her Orphans, and by the bloud of poore _ 
| . 
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ed Gratiay, whome he had aſſociated in Empyre, to take the 
mattet in hand, In the ſame proportions, as ſhe yrtered thoſe 
words with great feruour, the daughter compoled herſelte to. 
weepe With a good grace, and cuen as teares in ſuch perſons haue 
a ſhhong ſpurte in them, Iheedeſus be holding her, felt he ound 
ot Term, when he bebeld Lavinia in the like cale. He quickly 
zooke the Empteſſe, and her daughter vp, promiſing all alli- 
ſtance, and from that time plainly diſcouering that he was po- 
wertully touched. He alſo failed not in ew. dayes to require. 
Galls in matiage, which the mothet promiſed him. as ſoone as, 
ſhe had irreuocably engaged him in the War the ptetended. The 
matiage was haſtily enough ſolemnized, and from the feſtiuall, 
hall, they paſſed into the field of Mars. Maximus, who ſa w Thes- 
diu entertay ned his Embaſſadors With words, not giuing them 
any abſolute anſwere, much doubted. the affaire, and bent bis 
whole farce ypon detence. He did all which humane prudence 
may, that hath not the eyes of God, He ſet his Geod-man the 
furtherer ofall his treacheries to ſea, commaunding him to gard 
the Arch-pelagus with a great Fleet. On the other part, he ga- 
ue Comm ſion to his brother Marcelinus to hold the paſſage of 
the A with a ſtrong Army, He himſelſe with the mol re- 
ſolued troupes, deſcended into Scluuonia to preuent his enemy. 

Tbeodoſas aduettiſed of all this, atter he had molt particule:ly 
inuoked the aſſiſtance of the God of Hoſts, he —— on 
the way to caſt the lot of the worlds Empire. 

Neuer was there a more proſperous war. It ſeemed the An- 
gels of Heauen, led the Emperour by the band; & that the bloud 
af Gratian ſo traiteroully hed, rayſed Furies in the camp of Maxi- 
mus, The encounter of the two, Armies, Was at Sifts, Where 
thoſe ot the conttary party, accounted themſelues ſtrong, having 
the River for bulwark, which ſeparated them hõ aproaches, te 
tible to theit treachery» But the braue (oldiers of Thesdoſius, no- 
ching amazed, although already much M ea ied, and full of Cult 
with the lang iorney they had made, taking occaſion by the 
forlocke, ſpeedily paſled the Riuer, and furiouſly charged the 
enem n 

| els wicked men, were ſoaſtoniſhed toſee themſelues ſur- 
prized by ſuch an action of *. that ſo ſoone as ay x 
2 2 
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Ooer- ken a view ofthem , they turned their backs Maximus hardy for 


M 


throw of a black miſch ieſſe, and remiſſe in a field of batiell, thametully 
mus, abandoned his Armyz inſtantly the earth was couered with ho- 
dies, the Riuer filled with bl aud. and good ſucce fle reſesued a 


part to the elomency of the victor, Fbeedofins putiuod h is tormune, 
and grapling idr u u Who was no ablet man, then u 
brother, deteated{him, remuning now very nt fromthe vis 
ctory be bo away in the virſt battell - And ata the ſame tune 
he had notice that Maximus Was retyted into Aguilete, he, who 
deſired to Cu! away the toote of war, Went thithet With his army 
to beßege it. The luſties ot God ſought powertully againit 
this Cain, and the' time wascome, is which with tis bloud he 


muſt waſh the ſpots of his crime. God, who in 
holdeth ſome conſotmity with the Gane, would: 


uniſhments, 


as this mi- 


ſerable creature had ſtirred the military men agaynſt his Prince,. 
he ſhould be betrayed by the ſame ſouldiers, in whome be, all 


his hopes hadrepoſed, - 


It a ſtrange thing, that theſe people abhorring the wicked 
neſſe of this man, tooks; ſeyzed, and ſhamſully deſpoy led him 
of the very habilliments, and markes of Emperour, Which he 
had arrogated to himſelfe; then ty ing, and binding him like a 


Galley-llaue, they prefented him to 


It was the exiremity of vnhappineſſe, which 


ht befall 


him, to ay , that inſteed of meafuring with his dead body the: 
place he ſhould hauedefended(liuing) with his {word in hand, 
he was vſed as a King diſarrayd, to let him be ſeene by all the 


d,asa (| = 
9 world, as a ſpectacle of infamy 


inter innu- 
meras ma- 


Theodoſius beholding him ſo humble, had ſome pitty of him. 
and reproaching him tor his treachery, demaunded , Who cau- 


ſed him to enterprize this Tragedy? He being a Coward , and a 
nus fertur priz' geay 5 

a morts, flatterer, anſwered in ſo humble termes, that he diſcouered to 
Pacatus » haue had this beliefe, that his defigne no whit diſpleaſed his Ma- 
ieſty; in other things, excuſing himſelfe with great ſubmiſſion, 
and making it appeare , he was a true louer of his life. He neuer 
had ſo good an opinion of his wiekedneſſe, as to hops for an or- 
dinary death, yet ſeeing that the Emperour changed colour, & 
ſpake to him in a ſweeter tone, he was in ſome hope to obteyne 
lyte , when the vnworthy ſouldiets haled him, and tote him in 


pieces, 


—_ 


— — 


— 


* 
2 — 
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, ox as ( pthers haue written q deliuered him to the han > 
= vdo cht off head. 4 S; 
At the ſame iy me Theodoſius diſpatched Count drbegeſtas , to 
ſeize on his Söne, who Wasa young chile, as yet bred ynder the 
wing ot = — — — ——— A to hy, called the Vir 
Fra; ailfeady declared him ben ſodaynly he 
was takers ; andmaſſacre@7to 'accertipaity m father. If I 
The Gen mn his AdmirAt; viideiftandiny the aan 
diſcoaficure of affaires , voluntarily drowned himiſe 
ung the hand of a hangman which would nor hatie ayled dion, 
burallihe warer in'the ſea was trot fafficient, to Wa a. 125 
flayme ot his Mxyſter bloud from tifsfoule e, Face tlic ere 
mes neuer can free it. my 
” Debold the iſſue of Macimwvaſter the rapine or "__ or — 
- Beholdto what the deſignes of the wicked tend ; Who 
vader pretext of Religion feeke the aduauncement'of their tem- 
porallafayres.Behold to at es, and * humane. 
— cies, —— make vie of God, as ofa ma 7 tir wie- 
Ae fadlly reduced, Notda ſtroke Frhunder, which 
—— nd it, but noyce, and ſtench. O 
beſtial. and bewitched men, who hauin ng fo good leſſon of the 
luſt ice of God, written with the bloud, & fweat of ſo many mi- 
forable lacrifices, purfue ft ill the fame tracks, eons 
likemisfortune! 8+, much er eating 


with this man (vo deceyted horas Jas with one ex- 
communicate, — to be fo much as ſuluied by him, Who 
vowed ſo many feruices at his fete ; and freely for- telling the 
miſery ſhould beſall him, if he ap peaſed nc not the celeſtiall ven- 
geance wh a ſincerorepentance. | 


qi! 
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Seck. 27. The affliction of $. Ambroſe,wpen 


the death of Valentiniaa 
NE: Polorumyhath/ard. tha Sceptergare,made of glaſs. 
ſe, Crow nes of perfumed thorpgyapd be wayes.of 
Great men are all of 1 ce, bordered with-precipices, 
hath ſayd no leſſe, then truth. It is verily, a thing 
A moſt ſtrange, that the N e ot;Pallaces 
tremble oper crowned heads, & that in zbe heat oftealls, the. band 
of Heayen,. ilihly on the walles, figureth the (enmnceof4beiri 
death. ia ihe meane time we eſpera tly loue the vyanit ies of the: 
world : nothing is thought on, but to ſet, oui foote on mens 
throates, that we may the more eminently bo ſeeng, to dra the 
bloud of this Vamerſs out of it's veynes , to cyment vp the tuy- 


nes and tye our ſelues to a miſerable wor d, which da) ly ſalleth 
«pieces cyen in our oτ]e hand.. 42th] 
The poote Venti, Was reltored to the throne by Theads= 
ſaw, after the death of Maxima. and had only paſt three or ſoure 
yeares in N rrangutg diſpoſing himſelſe to good, ac- 
cbtding to the Iatitude at his one hart, and giving way to be 
wholy gouerned by the en of 8, Ameſe, hom he heer- 
Wie periccuted. Wheo ahold imtakanamayarabedge 
ofone and twenty yetes, by a howible treaſon, which.did( asiz 
were) myngle hi bl ud, wich that, of his brother Gin. 
The good Pringe paſſed into France, being then at Nienna neere 
Lyons, accompanie Y {re the'Count Abe a French man by 
nation, who had fiued yill then in ngular gegg reputation for. 
he was a man of worth, hauing a well compoſed body , a quick 
ſpirit, a generous behauiout, and much practice in the exerciſe of 
armes, which had ſo dignifiedbim, that he held the prime place 
in the Empire, to the which he had rendred good —— He 
was yery well beloued by ſouldiers; for beſides his, excellent 
ati h# Bare an irreconciliable hatred to auarice, and apeared ſo 
licks curious to enrich himſelfe , that being ſo great a Captaine 
as he was, he would be Maiſter of no more then an ordinaty ſol- 


dier. This ſeemed commendable in him, but he was ſo def] — y 
proud, 
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proud, and cholericke, that he would haue all things caryed ac- 
cording to his owne counſels, much offended with the leaſt con- 
tradiction, and accounting himſelſe ſo neceflary , that nothing 
could be done without hinm mn 4 2, 7 

On the other ſide the young Emperour, Who was icalous of 
his authority, ſeeing that through his preſumption, he tooke tos 
much vpon him, he in all occaſiõs ſought to depreſſe him, hicii 
the other ill diſgeſted , but he continuing in this arrogant and 
harth diſpoſition, / aleiitinien violently moued, did retoluc to be 
rid of him, 152 1 1245 

' Behold why one day, as Arbegsſius approached to his thrane 
to do him reutrence, he looked awry on him, and gaue him a 
ticket by which he declared him a man diſgraced, and depriued 
of his charge. He furious, as a dog who byteth the ſtone throw ne 
at him, after he had read the ticket, tote it in pieces in the pres ẽce 
of the Eniperour, through extreme impudency, andcryed out 
aloud: Tow gaze me.not the charge, which 1 hold, nor is it in your power 
to take it from me. This he ſpake , preſuming of ſuppori from the 
ſouldiers , whom be had euer eſteemed. From this day forward. 
he ceaſſe d not to make his diſtaſts appeare, and to bend his ſpirit 
to a miſchieuou: reuenge. There was by misfot tune at that time 
in the Court one named Exgeniasy who was accounted of good 
aduiſe, but cold and timerous, that heertofore had profeſſed Rhe- 
torique, & acquired a good tallent in ſpeaking. Arbogaftus fuppo- 
ſed his owne boldneſſe, would make an excellent temper with 
the coldneſſe of this man, and hauing along time much confided 
in him, he made him an ouerture to ſez ze on the Empire, which 
he at firſt refuſed . Butthe other hauing promiſed him the death 
of Valentini an, and his ſword tor defence, gaue conſent to a moſt 
enormous aſſaſſinate. 

All men were amazed, that the poore Emperour in a fatal] 
morning, waz found ſtrangled by the conſpiracy of Exgentzr,and 
Arbegaftus, ayded by the Gentiles, who deſired nothing, but the li- 
berty of Paganiſme. 3th ; | 

This newes brought a moſt ſenfible affliction vpon 8. 4m- 
broſe , for the Emperour was aſſured, that the Biſhop came to 
Vienns expreſly to entreat his returne into Itay, which hauin 
vndeiſtood, he reckoped vp ihe dayes i and expected daf 
Wit 
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with ynſpeakesble impatience. But S. Ambroſe, who would noe 
by importwaity th ruſt himſelte intu vanccetiazy affaucy, . as by 
through charity was yaw latig tobe wantiaq; in ne - har: 
uing vnderſtood that the Emperour was — vpon his retutne. 
deterred this yoyage,, which Nad beene mold requiſite to binder 
Arbeg aſlus, ouer whom he bad a great power, Halantinian aduerti- 
fed ot this delay, wrot to him, & earneſtly pre ſſed him to come, 
adding he meant to zecepuebaptiſme at his hands, for he was 
(as yet) but a. Cztechumen . The good Proel at hauing teceyued 
the Emperours letters, ſpeedily vndertooke the jorney, wing a 
expedition ,- when at hi coming to the Alpes, he heard the de- 
lorable death of the poore Prince , which made him returns 
kack agayne, and wath (as he ſayth) his one ſteps in his proper 
teares , Moſt birterly euery moment bemoaning the — of his 
deareſt pupill. | | 


Miners of * The ptouidenceofGod was very manifeſt in this death x for 
Valenti- Valentiman was drawne from Empires of the world in a time, 


when he ſeemed now fully ripe for Heauen . It is an admirable 
thing, how the direction of 8. 4mbroſe, whom in his latter dayes 
he only affecte d, had metamorphoſed him into another man-In 
the beginning he was thoughtto be oucr much delighted in tour. 
neyes and horſe-races: he ſo tooke away this conceit of his, that 
he would hardly permit theſe (ports inthe great feſtiuall enter- 
teynments of the Empire. | 
The Gentiles, who made obſeruations on all his life , had no- 
thing to reproach in him, but that he vxceſſiuely delighted in the 
ſlaughter of * beaſts, whom he cauſed to be ta kon, and fed 
for his pleaſure, ſaying is diuerted him from cares of rhe Empire. 
He to (atisfy all the world, cauſedinſtantly all thoſe creatures to 
be killed, and diſpoſed himſefe to attend the affaires of his Coin- 
cell, with ſo good iudgement, and ſo great reſolution , that he 
ſeemeda Daniel in the midſt oſ tho aff; of Elders. Theſe en- 
uious people hauing watched him ſofar,azto obſevae him at the 
Table, obiected, he anticipated the houre of his ropaſt; yet he 
ſo addicted himſelſe to abſtinence, that he was feene in teaſts, 
rather ſeemingly, then oſfectually to cate: for ſometimes in en- 
tertayning others he ſaſted, tempering deuotion, and Charity 
with aGnguler diſcretion. In the end to giue — 
mnie 
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infiaite Chaftity , it wastold him, there was in Rewe 2 Female 
Comedian, endowed with a fingular beauty, hauing actra- 
tives , which rauiſhed all the Nobility, This vnderſtood , he de- 
puteth one expreſly to bring her to the Court: but they being 
paſſi onatl y in loue with her, corrupted the meſſenger, ſo that he 
returned w ithout doing any thing. The Emperour rechargeth, 
and commaundeth that the with all expedition be brought. It 
was fo done, but ſhe being arrined at Court, the moſt chaſt Em- 

tour would not ſo much as only ſee her, but inſtantly ſent her 
back againe, ſaying: That if he being in a condition which gaue 
him the meancs to ſatisfy all his pleaſures, and in an age, which 
ordinarily vſeth to be very ſlippery in matter of vice, and which 
is mote, not maryed, ab — — ynlawfull loues ; his ſub- 
iect: might well do ſomewhat by his example. Neuer ſeruant 
( ayth $.4mbroſe ) was more in the power of his Maiſter, then 
the body of this Prince was vnder commaund of the ſoule; nor 
Cenſor more diligently examined the actions of others, then he 
his one · 

Though all theſe diſpoſitions infinitly much comforted the 
holy Prelate, and namely the feruor he expreſſed at his baptiſme 
two dayes before his death as sking euery inſtant if Biſhop Am- 
broſe were come : notwithſtanding his hart was trans fixed to ſee 
him taken away in a tyme, when he went about to make him- 
ſelfe moſt neceſſary for all the world. His death was generally 
bemoaned by all men, and there was not any, nay not his ene» 
mies, Which for him powred not out their teazes . 

It is ſayd that his filter wife of the Emperour Theodo 
at the newes of his death filled the Court with inconſolable 
mentations , and dyedin child-bed, which came by exceſſe of 
griefe; for which Tbesdeſius was pĩttiſully afflicted. | 

The other ſiſters of the Prince, who were at Mile», ceaſed 
not todiſfolue into teares , before the eyes of g. Ambroſe, who had 
no word more effetuall to comfort them, then the aſſurance 
that his fayth and zeale had purifyed him, and the demaund he 
made of m 25 mp had conſecrated him, to the end they ſhould 
no longer be in payne with the eaſe of his ſoule. 

The good Biſhop tooke a moſt particular care of his obſe- 
quies, and buriall, where he made a funeral} oration found yet 

V among 


S. Am- 
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among his workes. In the end remembring his two pupills : 6s 
( layth he) O you moit happy, go, as you are, out of the deſart of this 


— ſpea world, dwell now in the euerlaſting delights of God, vnited in 
eth to 
the ſoules 
of his tw 


pupils . 


heauen , as you haue beene on earth. If my prayers , haue any 
force betore God , will not let a day paſſe of my life, that I re- 
member you not. | will not make a prayer, wherein I inſert not 
the names ot my deareſt pupils Gratian, and V alentinian. In the ſi- 
lence of the night the apple of myne eyes ſhall be waking , and 
full of rearesfor you, and as often, as I approach to Aultars my 
ſacrifices thall mount to heauen in the odour of ſweetne ſſe. By 
my will( deareſt childien ) if I could haue giuen my lyfe for 
yours , I ſhould haue found conſolation for all my ſorrowes . 
Then turning himſelte to his ſiſters, thoſe mournfull Turtles, 
whome this good Prince had ſo paſſionately loued, that in con- 
fideration of them, he deferred his owne mariage, fearing leſt the 
loue of a wife, might diminiſh his Charity towards them, the 
good Biſhop thus ſpake ynto them, 

My holy daughters, I will not bereaue you of teares ; this were to be 
ouer ignorant in the reſſentments ot your harrs. I wiſh that you 
bewaile your brother, but bemoane him not, as loſt, he ſhall 
liue more then euer in your eyes, in your breſts, in your harts, in 
your imbracements, in your kiſſes, in your memory, in your 
prayers ; not ſhall any thing draw him from your thoughts: but 
you ought now to conſider him with a quite other viſage, not as 
a man mortall, for whom you were evez in feare, but as an An- 
gell in whom you dread nothing; An Angell, who will aſſiſt, 
comfort, and hould you day and night in his protection. 


Sect. 28. The Tyranny of Eugenius, and no- 
table liberty of F. Ambroſe. 


wo 


H 11 $T Eugenizs, drawne from the Schoole to the 
Throne of Monarchs, to ſetue as af; pecious game 
for the fortune of the times, changeth his Ferula 
into aScepter, and makes himſelte an Emperour, 
like the Ice of one night; thefaithleſſe man, who 
had beene a Ctuiſtjan, ſhutting vp his eyes, then, from all con- 
fidezation 


— 


— 
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ſideration of piety , and only opening them to the luſtre of 44 
vnexpected greatneſſe, made himſelte an arme of towe, forſa- 
king the direction of God, to find ſupport in humane policy. 
He let all his hope in the Sword of Arbegaſtus, and Counſell of 
Flauianus, a gentleman of prime quality, and much verſed in iu- 
diciall Aſtrology , who promiſed him, a golden Fortune, if he 
would leaue chriſtian Religion, to readuance the worſhip of fal- 
ſc Gods, towards which Eugen, blinded with his preſumption, 
diſcouered great inclinations. 

He chole the Citty of Milan, to begin the webb of his wice 
ked es , Where 8. Ambroſedid not deſire him, not through 
feare of his armes, but for the horror he had conceyued of his a 
eriledges. Thefalſe Emperour fayled not to write to the holy 
Biſhop to require his friendſhip, which he would make vſe of to 
ſupport his authority: but holy 4mbroſe ihewed ſo generous a 
contempt of his letters, that he daigned not ſo much, as to make 
anſwere, vntill ſuch time that being informed how Bagenia: yn- 
derhand fauoured the ſet of Pagans, hauing already allowed 
them this Aultar of Victory, for which ſo many battayles had 
beene fought, he wrote to him a moſt couragious letter ; where 
not touching his election, nor affayres of State, as then not wel 
knowne, he reprehendeth him for his impiety, and ſayd amõg 
other things: 1 owe the retreat, vbich I made from Milan not attending 


Jon, tothe feareof God, which thall perpetually be the rule of my ations. Epiſt ; 
The grace of our Sauijour ſhall euer be more precious with me, Ambroſ. 
then that of Ceſars, nor will I at any tyme flatter a man to betray 4 Rg 


my conſcience. I wrong no perſon , if | render to God, that, 
which is due to him; and I profit all men, when I conceale not * 
a truth from great ones. I vnderſtand you haue granted to Pa- * 
that which conſtantly hath beene denyed them by Catho- « 
ſave Emperours. God knoweth all the ſecrets of your hart. It ce 
is very ill to iudge if you vn willing to be beguiled by me, think . 
to deceyue God, who ſeeth all that is to be done, euen to No- 
thing. The Gentiles , whoſo much haue importuned you to ſa- 
tixfy their paſſion, taught you to be yrgent to make a good refuſal _ 
of that which you cannot giue, but with committing ſacriledge. : 
I am no Comptroller of your liberalities , but an interpreter of 
your fayth. Giue of your treaſures, what euer you thinke 
V3 Ienuy 
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» I cnuy no man: but you ſhal not giueany thing ofthe rights of 
» God, which I will not zeſiſt with the vtmoſt extent of my po- 
® chrift;you will find few that make account of theſe diſſimulau- 
| ons; cuery man heereafter will. regatd not what you do, but 
| ® what you haue a will to do. As or my part, I enter not now 
® into conſideration of your eſtate, but if you be true Emperour , 
» you will begin with the-ſeruice of the diuine Maicity : This 
» it, which I cannot hide from you, becauſe my lyte, and flat» 
tery are two things incompatible, 

As for the reſt, the Emperour Theedofixs , ſeeing the tyrany of 
Eugenia in a readineſſe, well toreſaw neceſſity mult needs put 
armes into his hands to be managed by piety . Whileſt the in- 
famous Een made (laughter of beaſts, amuſing himſelſe on 
the conſideration of their enrrails, from thence to iudge the e- 
uents of warre; the braue Theedoſuus ptoſtrated himſelſ betore the 


already encamped on the Alpes to hinder the paſſage of his ad- 


of lupiter and Hercules ſo beſſ iall was this man. 
The Emperour ſeeing he needs mult fight 5 commaunded 


the trenches of his enemies, which he quickly did, 
— very freſh-,- and hauing a notable aduantage of place taken 


finite loſſe on the Emperours part; for it is thought that G n. 


fully opinĩonatiue to force this paſſage of the Alpes, loſt there 
about ten thouſand men, which were killed like tiyes : ſo that 


his army. 


the whole buſineſſe ended, after ſo great a ſlaughter of his ene 
ne. 
| gow 


wer. You make a goodly matter to preſent offerings to leſus- 


Theodo- Aultars of the liuing God, couered with hairecloth, imploring 
fius ma · the aſſiſtance of Saints for his ſuccour,and-all the praycrs of (ous. 
keth the les the moſt purified, which at that time lived ithm Mona- 
— ſteries . He departed from Conflentineple with theſe: aides, cau- 
7: fing the Standart of the Croſſe to march before him Eugenras was | 


uerſary, and had partly beſet them with Statues of falle Gods , as 
Gaynes Colonell ofthe Gothes, who led the yanguard to breake + 

the they being 
y them, ſuſteyned the firſt aſſault, with much reſolution, and in- 


who was a valiant Captaine in his one perſon, yet too w il- 


needs a retreat muſt be made, very ſhamefull tor Tbeedeſus 
Eigenius, whoſe head was not made for a diademe, thinking 


— 
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how to glotiſyhir victory, then foreſee hivdeferite', The ſage 
ouronabeothe fide, ſeeing his Arty growne very thin, 
and the cout ag of his fouldiers wauering, mote ſhedfaftly made 
hisaddrefe'ro God. He was ſeene vpon rhe toppe of 'a Rocke 
on the earth, and crying aloud : My Ged, you know; that R emars 
Ii ibe nameef your Sonne enterprise this were, and haut oppoſe the kable pie 
armeref the Croſſe agaynit mfidelary . If in mee there reſſ any blame I be- ty of The- 
— — pow on —— and not ab den the odoſins, 
ca Reign, we become 4 reproach to Infidels. 
62 night God ſor h ĩs aſſurance ſhewed him th vi- 
fion of rwo Apotiles S. Ieh, and S. Philip, who mould be 2 
indeed they were) the eonductouts of his Legions. T be net 
mornings abom breake of day, he tanged his forees in battay le 
array, and charged Exganiny (who was not as yet —— — 
from his druncke profperity :) And when he ſaw that i ho 
had the — — —— — ſomvyhat featfully, temem - 
bring the vſage of 3G—T— OO | 
ot aomirable-confidence; tothe lighted? from his hotſe, and 
marching on foote in the head of his Army ctryed out: here is © 
the God ef Tbeodſiunꝭ At this Word the ayde of heauen was fo pro- 
pitious, that a furious whirlwind wa rayfed, which petſecuted * 
the enemies of Theedoſius;<afting'2 huge cloud of Gut inte thelt C , 
eyes / & returning all their on dates backe to | 1 
in ſuch ſort, that as it is confeſſed by Claas ( a very obſtinare beodofij, 
Pagan) it ſeemed the good Empetbur that ſame da y, ha# the 
windes and tempeſts at commaund . and that he had nothing to 
do, but ſay the word, to make them obedient to his ſtamdatts. 
Heauen fought for iu beloued Theedoxizs, and all the powers of 
theaire were in armes to ſauourhivictorie. The ſouldiers at 
this inſtant were all changed, ſo much hope had they in their 
harts, and ſiet in their courages:- + 
Bacuriur one of the Emperours greateſt Captaines with his 
enflamed Legi6s, brake hehe ranks; "penetrated the ſtron- 
| reſiſtances , and gayned the Alpes: Exgensns, his people de- victory of 
ted (as mea fallen trom the — could not ſufficiently Theodo- 
admire this alteration. The di among them diſpoſed ſius over 


had the ayre, and win-" 


they beare armes againſt a man, 
3 Ibo: 


themſclaes to treat of peace. 22 mat neuer would Evgenin?, 
be in bib pay. * 


—— ———— 
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Theedofius fortified them with his clemency all diſpofitions' 
by a moſt remarkeable myracle of God , who exerciſeth bis 


wer, as well ouer harts as windes, were changed in an inſtant, & | 


that, which is admirable, the moſt faithfull to Exgentus promiſed 
the Emperour to put him into his hands, which they performed: 


for they weatto take this miſerable man, who ſate on his Thro- 
ne, entertayning his goodly imaginations, and crying : Bring bim 


Alia: ( ſpeaking ot Theedoſias, ) when they laying hold of his col- 
ler, and moſt ſhamefully binding bis hands: If i you ( ſayd they) 
that we mutt bring aliue to Theedofius, and that inftanily. "They cuſſed 
him vp like a beaſt aſtoniſhed, and preſented him to the Empe- 
rour , Who hauing reproached him in preſence of all the world 
for his impiety, and treachery , cauſed him preſently to be put to 
death, to make an end of his 2 Empire. 

The wicked Arbegaſius, who had at other times beene ſo 
happy, when he followed the Counſels of S. ambroſe, ſeeing the 
ill ſucceſſe of his deſignes, became ſo enraged, that himſelfe thruſt 
two ſwords through his one body, being not able to endure 
life, nor light , which ſeemed to vpbraid him with his crimes , 

Some hould that Flawanss died in the throng, that he might 
not ſuruiue his owne ſhame : others think he eſcaped, and 
Theodoſius extended his ordinary clemency to him. 

Briefly behold thecourſe of the tyranny of Exgemas, ſtill more, 
and more to verify the oracles of S. Ambroſe. The Emperour came 
to Milan, where he caſt himſelfe at the feete of the holy Biſhop, 
attributing theſe yiRtories to his wiſedome , Counſels, and Ver- 
tue of his prayers. f 


Sect. 29. The differences of S, Ambroſe with 
the Emperour Theodoſius, & his Death. 


Hiloſophers ſay, that there are foure things, which 
diuert thunder, to wit, wynd, rayne, noiſe, & the 
light of the Sun. And behold a thunder-clap arre- 
+ ſed by 8. Ambroſe with the wind of his mouth, 
the holy rayne of his cloquence , the noiſe of his 
voice, and reſplendent light of his molt vnſpotted life. 


—— 


— — 
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Tubes verily was a great Prince, but as it is as difficult 
to be on earth, and not participate of earth, as that the Moone 
being diſtant by ſo many thouſand leagues, yet ſeemeth to beare 
the marks therof on the forhead; fo is it very hard to be in Court, 
and not teſſent the manners of the Court, and ſoules eſteemed 
the moſt tempetate not to haue ſome blemiſhes appeare on the 

face. This braue Emperour was naturally enclined to choller, 

which was enkindled by the breath of thoſe, who cõuerſt with 

him, nouriſhing himſelte with the food of ouermuch credul 9 


For this cauſe he had two great conteſtations with . Ambroſe, 
| which eminently manifeſted the authority of the holy Biſhop, 
| The one was for a Sinagogueof le wes the other forthe mur- 
ther committed at Salonichs. The matter tor the lewes was, for 
that one of their Sinagogues was burnt in the Eaſt, at the ſoli- 
citation of a Biſhop, with which Theodoſius offended , as if it had 
imported much preiudice to his Edits, he cauſed a carefull In- 
utfition to be made, and adiudged the good Biſhop , who was 
yd to be the authour of this fiet, to rebuild the Sinagogue now 37g 
turned to cinders. F. Ambroſe although he had a peaceable ſpirit, gue bus 
and that he in his Dioceſſe had neuer vndertaken the like, auoj- ded. 
ding popular commotions, as much as he might, which euer 
tranſport affaires into ſome exceſſe; yet could he not tollerate 
the rigours vſed agaynſt Chriſtians, on this pretended iniury, 
but he very — wrot thereof to Tbeodo ius, as it appeareth by 
the letter, which is yet found among his workes : ſome wordes Ambref, 
whereof behold. Mybfe paßeth away in many cares , wherein I am en- . ſy 
gaged by obligation of my charge: but I muſt auow that I neuer teſ- 4, 2. 
ſented any thing moreliucly , then to ſee my ſelſe (as it were) 
accuſed of ſacriledge before your Maieſty. I beſeech you patient- Grave 
ly to harken to me ʒ for if I be vnworthy to be heard by you, I wordes of 
cannot be heard of God for you. You do wrong to commit your C Ambto- 
prayers, and yowesto me, to be caryed to Aultats; if — deny . 
me the audience of yourcares : you declare me by the ſame ſen- *® 
tence, vn worthy to beate your complaints to the cares of the li- 
| uing God, It is not a thing to be done by a good Emperour, to 
take away the liberty of peach, nor fora good Biſhop to con- *e 
ceale a yerity conttaty to his Conſcience, All that which Mo- «« 
naichs haue in them moſt amiable, is, to loue liberty , * an 
8 - 
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the tonges ofthe {ouldiersbutby.a ought 
1 they to cheriſhit in the mouthes of Bi . There hath ger 
beene a notable difference berweene good, and: euilh Princes, 
*-which cauſeth that the one de ſires the liberty of their ſubiecta cc 


® the other loue nothing ſo much in then, as ſla uery · Ood con- 
® maundeth ys to beate his word to the fac o Kings, and natbe 
v aſhamed of laſtice. I do not intrude through importunity , but 
» preſent my ſelfe of duty. That which I do, + do tos your -gaod, '$£ 
» in conſideration of your ſafety, It I detiue not the eſſect, which 
I pretend, yet euer will I better loue to be by your Maiaſty eſlaa 
b. med troubleſome then vnptoſitable, or infamous. Y ow-haue cõ- 
maunded enquiries ſhould be made of theſe Who haue burnt 
® the Synagogue of the ewes , to inflight puniſhment, and chat 
the Biſhop by whoſe ſolicitation this ſier hath beene kindled , 
» ſhould be condemned, to reedify the waſted buildinges. What 
» haue you done (O Emperour) in impoſing ſuch a commaund , 
» Which by neceſſity will make of a Biſhop , oyther a preuarica= 
» tour, or a Martyr; although neyther the one, nor other be pro- 
» per for your tyme ? I deſite a Biſhop may be found ſo ſeruent, as 
to burne 2 8 of leues, and for that cauſe you haue 
® Jeputed for him a Commiſlary, to the end, that if he obey your 
„ commaunds , he ſhould betray his owne la; and if he refiit, 
» make you to do that, which the Nero t, and Domitians haueaRed. 
» Behold to what this affaire will come, if you take not heed. 
» For my part, I propoſe to my ſelfe , that the Biſhop will rather 
» <ncline to matter of Martyrdom, then of treafon:he will ſay that 
|» >< bath ſtirred vp the people, ſounded the alarme. rakenthe fla- 
M in hand, and that he will expoſe himſelfe for his 
® whole flocke. O happy lye, which ſhall ſerue others for abſo- 
® lution, and him for a Crowne ! 
» But vv hat need is there to enquite into the abſent? Bebold me 
» preſent, behold me auo wing the act. I publiſh , and proteſt, if 
1 (needs you will haue it ſo) I my ſelſe — 2 
» now in queſtion, that there might no longer be a place, w 
1 leſas ſhould be denied. And do not tell me, that I haue not 
© burnedany in myne owne Dioces; Heauen hath done it ſorme, 
FHeauen hath preuented the negligence, which I then thought 
' ® co beteaſonable. And if men haue in it ſecunded tho will d Hen 
den, 
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uen, would you ſend one of your Counts to pumĩſh them, and « 
rebuild the Sinagogue of the lewes at out — that ſo the @ 
hand ofa Captaine, which carrieth the Standarts of the Cree, , 
may not henceforth beare them , but after he hath beene defiled 

With a lacriledge indended againſt the Croſſe of Chriſt. on 

Wee haue heeretotore ſeene on the front of the Temple of I- 
dols, how they haue beene built of the ſpoiles of Cimbrians, but © 
we ſhall heereafter read ouet the portall of Sinagogues, that they « 
were made with the bloud of Chriſtians, by he commaunde- « 
ment ofa Chriſtian Emperour. The lewes paſſionatly deſire to , 
ſee Chriſtians at the chaine, and they ſhall find a Chriſtian Em- 
perour miniſter of their Furies. You will make them triumph 
ouer the Church of God; you will cauſe them to put our teares, 
and aſflictions among their dayes of Feſtivals, and the victories ® 
they will gayne vpon vs, with thoſe they haue had from the a 
Amorrheans, and Cananc an. 

He purſued this ſubiect with great vigour, of ſtrong tea- 
ſons , and good words, and ſeeing the Emperour made no rec- 
koning of this aduiſe giuen in particular, he tailed not M 
to promiſe, to ſ of it in — — Sermon he made, o 
the waking-rod of leremy; where deſcending ypon the hiſtory of 
Nathan, who reproached David for his finne, by conſideration of 
the benefits he had recey ued from God, he a long apoſtro- 
phe to the Emperour Theodoſius, to him applying the word of 
God, I haze then made thee Emperour of 4 prizate man , I haue ſubiectei 
barbarous Nation: to thee , 1 haue afforded thee ifſue to ſucceed in thy Em- 
pires , I haue graen thee peace, I haue put thyne enemies feitered into thy 
bands, I haue opened land , and ſeasto thy Legions, I bane sheltered thee vn- 
der the buckler of my protein, I haue diſaduantaged the Connſels of t 
Auerſaries to make thy emterprizer proſperous , I haue rendred thee dre 
full to people, mar bing thee on the forhead vth the 1 ayes of my Maiefty that 
thou mat reedify the Sinagegue of the Lewes. 

He ſpake many things in the like termes, with ſo much 
ligening , thunder, and tempeſt, that Theodofius was holy ama- 
red, nor could ſay any thing els ro him coming from the pulpit, 
but, Bichop you haue preached to me today. Sacred Maielty ( anſwereth 
g. Ambroſe) tt is for your good. It is true ( replyeth the Emperour ) 
I did ill to gine this : Aud for that (ſayth 5. Ambroſe) I will 
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not go to the Ault ay to offer the pledge of our ſaluation for yon, till you haus 
revoked this Edicl. 1 from this preſent rewoke it ( {ay ih I heodofins.) On this 
aſſurance,which you giue ( anlwereth the Bithop ) I will offer ſacrice. 
As for the other conteſtation ofs Ambroſe M ich ſbeodojuas , 
which was concerning the murthet of the Theſſalonzans: ot one 
part the mater is ſo notorious, that it neede th no declaration, but 
on the other it is ſo important, that it were a crime to let it paſle 
vnder ſilence. 

The Thef«loniansin a popular commotion , flew a Captaine 
of the Emperous, who had cauſed a Coach-man to be impriſo- 
ned. Thenewes reported at Court incenſed all men of armes, 
who thinke, wearing (words , to haue right ouer the bloud of 
propte: Theodofius could do no otherwile , but ſhew himſelſe of- 
ended with this death. For the Emperours then thought the 
ſouldiers were as neceſſary for their fortunes, as feathers for birds. 
As the thunder already rored in the cloud, and the thunder-ſtro- 
ke of the Imperiall Eagle menaced the miſerable Citty, tainted 
with this murder, S. Ambroſe came thither very fitly, who much 
ſweetned the affayres, and wholy diſpoſed the Emperour to cle- 
mency. But as it is the wind, which worketh all the miſchicte 
on the Sea, this element being of its owne nature very peace- 
full: ſo they are ill officeis, who often cauſe the diſturbances 
which happen in the liues of greatmen, although their good na» 
tures very frequently affoard them inclinatiõs toſwetnes. T heſe 
Captaines, which poſſeſſed the eares of the Emperor, ceaſed not 
to breath and murmur ſo ſtrongly.that after the departure of S. 
Ambroſe, they rayſed fier and tempeſt. Theodofius giueth freedome 
to the ſoldiers for the reuenge they were to exerciſe vpon the 
Citty of Theſſalonica ; they who were willing to drowne al their 
paſſion in bloud, bethought themſelues of a wicked, and barba- 
rous inuention , putting the poore people into a large publike 
place, encloſed with rayles, commonly called the Cirque, where 
ordinarily games were preſented, diuulging they had an admi- 
rable ſpectacle to ſhew for entertaynement of the Burgeſſes of 
the Citty. Curioſity of its nature is euer credulous, and he that 
bath the image of pleaſure in his head, regardeth the bayte. not 
conſidering the hooke. Theſe vnfortunate men ranne by heapes 
to take place in the morning very early; they were entertayned 
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in the beginning with certayne fopperies which they beheld 
with much ſatisfaction, clapping their hands at euery word, & 
crying Vizat Rex, when behold from the rayles, where tournea- 
ments were expected, horſemen couered with ſteele were ſeene 
to iſſue out, with ſword in hand, who ſet vpon this multitude 
encloſed, as in a pit- fall, and made a lamentable ſlaughter of theſe M*Vacre 
filly heepe. The bloud itreaming among ſo many outcryes, and ich. 
hortible images of death, was a hideous ipectacle, euen to thoſe 
who were out of dager. As a coale enkindled euer gaineth more 
and more, eating out his way; it was not know ne Whether a- 
ny reſiſtance redoubled this fury, but going out of the compaſſe 
ot the Cirque , they ranne all the Citty ouer, in ſuch ſort, that 
in the ſpace of three houres, there were numbred about ſeauen 
thouſand bodies ſlayne in the market place. 

O you Great ones, whome God bath ſet ouer the heads of 
men the higher to behold the images of your owne miſery, and 
not to cruſh and rent them in pieces; what Ocean will ſuthce to 
waſh your mouthes , when to content a vanity ef ſpirir, you let 
words fal, which carry along with them the maſſacre of mortals. 
The ſea is leſſe furious, a thunder- clapleſſe dreadfull , the gall 
of Dragons, and poiſon which ſwelleth vp the neck of Aſpicks 
is much more tollerable,then an inconfiderate word proceeding 
from the mouth of a great man, which vnlooſeth the hands to 
violence, and ſhuts them vp to Tuſtice« In three houres, behold 
a poore Citty deueſted of Citizens, and peopled with dead bo- 
dies, which is a deſart Land encompaſſed with a Riuer ot bloud: 
ſo many women calling vpon their husbands, and ſo many litle 
children erying for their fathers among the dead, who had voice 
no longer to anſwere. 

Theedofius neuer to himſeſſe propoſed this miſchiefe, but his 
word falling into the hands of men cf war, fleſhed in reuenge, 
could by no meanes be recalled. 

When S. Ambroſe being in the company of other Biſhops, 
heard the newes of this pititull tragedy, it drew ſobbes from his 
hart, and teates from his eyes. The Emperour tormented in his 
Conſcience, cauſed ſecretly the opinion of the good Biſhop to 
be ſounded, and inſtantly knew that he, who in matters of much 
lighter importance had not hue him, would handle him 3 
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this action according to his demerit. Whereupon he immediatly 
by letter denounced him excomunicate , and that it he camets 
Milan, he could not otherwiſe entertayne him, but as one exco- 
municatez His ſinne hauing reduced him to that ſtate , that the 
very fight of aultars, would be a crime, vnleſſe he reſolued vpon 
a perfect pennance. 

Theodofins in this matter well diſcouered his mind was good. 
Some other, beholding himſelfe in condition of a power to di- 
| ſturbe the Church, would haue reſiſted the rod with moody ex- 
| trauagancies , and imperious menaces; or admit he would haue 
taken more temperate wayes, he had ſought the meancs of dif 
penſation from the ordinary rigours of a publique penance, for 
reuerence due to his perſon : but this good Emperour knowing 
his malady ſtood in need of a good Phiſitian, made choice of the 
moſt ſeuere, and neuer had any reſt in his ſoule till he ſaw S. 
Ambroſe, much bettet louing to be reprehended by him, then fAlat= 
tered by another. He came to Milan , and taking the ready way 
to the Church, the holy Biſhop cauſed ſpeedily , all the gates 
to be ſhut , and went out of the Circuit ofthe ſacred place, to 
encounter him, and at the firſt meeting, ſpake to him in this 
manner. 


Brave It is not credible (ob Emperour ) that you ( 45 yet) know the enor- 
wordes of Mity of the murder y ou haue committed. As choller at that time 
S. Ambeo. blinded you, ſo now the opinion of your greatneſſe, and rayes 
ſe to The. of your Diademe dazeleth your eyes ; yet ought you to reflect 
odofiur, on the earth, from whence you were extracted, and to which 
» you muſt returne. It isfit you thinke , the Purple which couers 
» your body cannot defend you, from putrifaction and wormes. 
The ſtare wherin you then ſhallbe oughtto ſerue for a counter- 
poiſe to the eleuation of that, which at this time tranſporteth you 
out of your ſelf. You command ouer men, who are ot the like 
® nature with your ſelfe, who are deriued from the ſame elements. 
» who haue equalled you in birth, and ſhall alſo paralell you in a 
» Tombe. God hath mode you man, and Emperour, to vie them as 
men and ſubiects; and they by your commaundement are worſe 

0 ® teated. then the moſt ſauag: beaſts, 
| With whateyespretend you to behold the Church of the li- 
| ning God who is your ſoucraigne Maiſter ? Haue you any =_ 
| | ca 
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then thoſe, which are poiſoned with the gall of your anger?With « 
what feet will you touch theſe marbles, which are not made, 
but for the teete of the taithtull? Shall it be wich them, which go n 
vpon (laughters? What hands will you extend to Aultars? Have 
youany other then thoſe which, yet diſtill the bloud of thoſe ® 
vnfortunate victimes ? Date you with thoſe hands, to take the * 
body of the Sonne of God? Dare you to lift his bloud to that « 
mouth, which hath denounced the ſentence of this maſlacre? « 
Retire, Retire, add not crime to crime. Take about your neck the , 
yoake of pennance, which is the only remedy of yourevills. 

Theedofius amazed at this liberty, made no other anſwere, 
but that Dau had beene a great ſinnet, aſwel as he; but ſo ſoone 
as he opened his mouth, the Bithop replyed : Well then, ſince & 
you ſpea ke of Dauid, imitate him in his pennance, as you haue « 
in his ſinne. 

I hereupon the Emperour departed, and went to his Pallace, 
touched with an amazed griefe, where he endeauoured punctu- 
ally to performe the workes of pennacce, impoſed vpon him by 
the holy Prelate. He already bad paſſed about eyght moneths in 
this eſtate, when the teaſt of Chriſtmaſle being come, he terched 
many deep fighes, and ſhed abundance of teares , bitterly de- 
ploring his condition, for which cauſe R«ffinus , who was at that 
tyme the chiete tauorite of Theodofius , and atter that cut in pieces 
vnder the raygne of his children, perceyuing it, asked him the 
eauſc of this vnmeaſurable ſorrow. T he Theodofixs redoubling his 
fobbes: Ab Ruffunt y ou are merry (faith he) & ſee not where the 
euill woundeth me. Haue not I cauſe to bemoane my miſbapp 
With bitter teares , ſceing the aultars , made euen for ſlaues, and 
beggers ,cannot endure me, and needs mult I be cut off, as a rot- 
ten member from the ſociety of men, and Angels? For Im not 
ignorant , that what is bound on earth by the mouth ot Prieſts, 
ſhalbe bound in Heauen. 

Ruſfinas, who then thought himſelf as ſtrong as Heauen,ſayd, 
if there were nothing els but that which afflicted the Empe» 
zours mind, he would quickly affeard a remedy. Theodoſins re- 
plyeth, you know Biſhop Ambroſe ; but I know neyther thy 
credit, nor induſtry can oughtauaile me. Rußans notwithſtan- 
ding inſiſted procciting he _— inſtantly perſuade the _ 
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what euer he pleaſed. Hetayled not to tynd out the Biſhop, but 
the Saint gaue him a very ſharp reprehenſion, aduiſing bim ra- 
thet to drefle his owne wounds then intercede for others; for he 
partly ynderſtood, that he bad a hand in this fatall Counſell . 
Ruſſ uus yet not withſtanding, plyed it all that he could, and en- 
deauoured to charme this man with fayre words, ſaying finally 
for concluſion he would immediaily accompany the Emperour 
to the Church. S. 4mbroſe, who was euer very ſerious, anſwered. 
If be come thither 45 4 Tyrant, I will ſtre ch out my neck,but if in quality of 
4 Chriſtian Emperour , I amreſolued to forbid him entrance. Ruſfinus 
well ſaw the Bithop was inflexible, and went in haſt to aduiſe 
the Emperour, not yet for this day to hazard his approach io the 
Church. He found him on his way, as a man diſtracted, that had 
the arrow in his hart, and haſtened tor remedy; and he ſaying he 
had dealt with the Biſhop : It is no matter ( ſayth Theodoſins ) let 
him do with me, what he pleaſe, but I am reſolued to reconcile 
my ſelfe to the Church. 
$. Ambroſe aduertiſed, that Theodeſius came, went out, and ex- 
Mebicula pected him at thedoore ot a litle Ile, ſeparated from the body of 
iaculatoris the Church, where ordinarily ſalutations were made. Then per- 
ceyuing him enuironed with his Captaines. Come you (oh Em- 
perour ſayth he) to force ys Ne ſayth Theodoſius ) I come in the qua- 
lny of a moſt humble ſeruant, and beſeech you, that imitating the mercy of 
the Maiſter whom you ſerue , you would ynlooſe my fetiers; otherwiſe my 
life will fayle. What penance ( replyeth the holy man) haue you done 
for the ex1ptation of ſo great a ſinue ? It ts ( anſwereth Theodeſius ) for 
vou to appoint it, and me to per forme it. 
Then was the time, when to correct the precipitation of the 
Edict made againſt the Theß lo ni ans, he commaunded him to ſuſ- 
pend the execution of the {entence of death for the ſpace of thir- 
> dayes ; after which hauing brought him into the Church, the 
Adbafie faithful! Emperour prayed, not ſtanding on his feet, nor knee» 
pauimento ling , but proſtrated all — the pauement , which he Ma- 
an mea, tered with his teares , tearing his haire , and pittifully pronoun- 
Viufice ms cing this verſicle of Dauid : My ſoule is faſtened tg the pauement, quic- 
ſecundum þ en me according to thy word. 
Verbucns Wiea the time of Oblation was come, he modeſtly lifted vp 
. himlclfe, bauing his eyes ill bached with teazes , and ſo went 
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to preſent his offering; then ſtayed within thoſe rayles , which 
{eparated the Prieſts trom the Laity , attending in theſame place 
to heare the reſt of Maſſe. S. Ambroſe asked him, who ſer him there 
and whether he wanted any thing. The Emperour an{wered : 
He attended the holy Communion : of which the ſage Prelate 
being aduertiſed, he ſent one of his chiefe Deacons, which ſer- 
ued at the Aultar, to let him vnderſtand, that the Quite was the 
place of Prieſts, and not of the Laicks, that he inſtautly ſhould 
go out, to ranke himſelſe in his order, adding, the Purple might 
well make Emperours, not Prieſts. Theodoſius obeyed , and an- 
ſwered, that what he had done was not on purpole, but that 
ſuch was the cuſtome of the Church of Conffantinople. Vea it is 
alſo remarkeable, that returning after ward into the Eaſt, as he 
heard Maſl: at Conſtintinople on a very ſolemne feſtiuall day, af- 
ter he had preſented his offering, he went out of the Quire, he- 
reat the Patriarch Nectarius amazed, demaunded of him, why his 
Maieſty retired in that manner? He ſighing anſwered: I in the end 
haus learned to my coſt, the difference betweene an E mperour , and a Bi- 
bop Toconclude | haue found 4 Maiſter of Truth, and to tell you myne 
opinion, | do acknowledge amongſt Bishop, but one Ambroſe worthy of 
that Tul. 

Behold an incomparable authority, which was as the rayes 
of his great Vertue, and ſanctity, from whence diſtilled all that 
force, and vigour, Which he had in treating with al men. 

I imagine I hicherto haue expoſed to the bright ſplendor of 
the day, the principall actions of S. Ambroſe, and ſo to haue or- 
dered them, that all ſorts of conditions may therein find matter 
of inſtruction. It hath not beene my intention to diſtend them 
by way of Annals, but hiſtoricall diſcouiſes, properto perſuade 
Vertue; So haue I not beene willing to charuge this paper with 
other particulat narrations, which may be read in Paulmus , So- 
zomen, Ruffinus , and which haue exactly beene fought out by 
Cardinall Haronius ſuteable to his purpoſe. I conclude, after I ha- 
ue told you, that Paulinus his ſecretary witneſſeth, he writing 
by him a litle before his death ſaw a Globe of tyer, which en- 
compaſſed his head, and in the end entred into his mouth, ma- 
king an admirable brightneſſe reflect on his face, which held 


him ſo tapt, that whilit this viſtoa continued, it was im — 
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ſible for him to write one word of thoſe , which g. 4mbroſd 


dictated. 
As for the reſt , hauing attay ned the threeſcore and fourth 


Death of yeare of his age, he was accounted as the Oracle of the world; 
S. Ambro- for they came from the vtmoſt bounds of the earth, to heare his 


ſe. 


wiſedome, as that of Salomon, and after the death of Theodofus, 
Srilicon , who gouerned all, held the preſence of 8. Ambreſe ſo ne- 
cellary , that he eſteemed all the glory of the Romane Empue 
was tyed to the life of this holy Prelat. In effect, when on the 
day of holy Saturday, after his receyuing the Communion , he 
had ſweetly rendred vp his ſoule , as Moyſes by the mouth of 
God za huge deluge of euils ouerflowed Ita, which ſeemed not 
to be ſtayed, but by the prayers of this Saint, Let ys (1 beſeech 
you) paſle ouer this death in the manner of the Scripture, which 
ſpeaketh but one word of the end of ſo many great perſonages; 
and let ys neuer talke of death in a ſubiect, wholy replenithed 
with imortality . Oh what a lite, what a death, to haue borne 
bees in his firſt birth on bis leppes, and at his death, globes of 
light in his mouth ? What a lite to be framed from his — 
{ as a Samuel) for the Tabernacle, not knowing he was deft» 
gned for the Tabernacle? What a life to preſerue himſelfe in the 
corruption of the world, in a moſt yndefiled Chaſtity, as a foun- 
taine of freſh water in midſt ofthe Sea? What a lite to ariue to 
honour, and dignities, in flying them, and to haue ennobled 
all his charges by the integrity of his manners? What a life, not 
to haue —— Vertue, before he praRtized it, and to become 
firſt learned in examples, betore he ſhewed himſelfe eloquent 
in wordes? What a life, ſo to haue gouerned a Church, that it 
ſeemed a Copy of Heauen, and an eternall patterne of Vertues? 
What a life, to haue borne on his ſhoulders all the glory of Chri- 
ſtendome, and all the moueables of the houſe of God ? What a 
life, to haue ſo many times trampled the head of Dragons vn- 
derfoote, and rendred himſelfe the Oracle of the world, andthe 
Doctor of Monarches ? And what a death to dy as in a ficld with 
palmes, planted by his hand, manured by his induſtry , and wa- 
tered with his ſweates? 

What a death to baue built himſelfe before his. death a Tombe 
ſtuffed with pretious ſtones of lo many goodly Vertues? — 

02 


— XX IE 


The Prelate. 16g 
death, which hath made it knowne that S. Ambroſe was borne for 
all the world, and could not dye without the teares of all the 
whole world ? Since aseuery one had his intereſts in the life of 
this Prelate ; ſo he found in his death the ſubiect of his ſorow ? 
What a death to dye with theſe words in his mouth: I am nejther 
ashamed to haue lined, nor feare to dye, becauſe we haue 4 good Marfter? 
What a death toreturne to Heauen as the Doue of the deluge to 
his Arke , bearing wordes of peace, as an Oliue braunch in his 
mouth ? What a death to ſee vice trodden ynder his feete, Hea- 
wen all in crownes ouer his head, men in admiration,the Angels 
in ioy,the Armes of Go laden with recgmpences, for his merins? 

Prelates, who pleaſe your ſaluss with Myters and Croayers, 
would to God this incomparable man, as he is the ornament of 
your Order, might be euer the modell of your actions. And if 
yourdignities make you beas Mountaynes of Sinai, wholy in 


lebe rAames, and ſhundgt-ſtrokes, let the of 
lite, . . by 7 _ 22 
tag eſſe v uri Wr 
2 of l eb 2 i . 4 nw 
fountaynes in the doctrine and charities, you ſhall diſtribute to 
the whole world. 
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SOVLDIERS: 


BRAVE and couragious No- 
. bilicy,whoſe Aunceſtors haue fi- 
8 ed the Standarts of = Croſſe, 

n vpon the Land of Infidels, and 
Fe e — Monarchies with their 
bloud ! To you it is, Iaddreſſe theſe lines, for 
you it is, my Pen laboureth, excited with a ge- 
nerous deſigne it hath to honour — profeſ- 
ſion. Heere it is, where preſent the true figu- 
res of valour; Heere diſplay the palmes, and 
crownes which enuironed the head of your Fa- 
thers; Heere 1 do reſtore the valew of faire and 


glorious actions, reſerued for your imitation. 
Enter with a firme footing, and a confidẽt cou- 
„ rage 


— 


17 Tur Devicarony, 
rage into this Temple of Glory; Perſuadiog 
your {Ehres , that there is gocbung ſo great in 
che world, as to tread falſt Greatneſſe vnder 
Note, and deify Vertues. Vorldly honour is 
the feaſt of Gods (ſayd an auncient ) where the 
ambitious are not inuited , but in quality of I. 
xions, and Tantalus es, to ſetrue there, as Buf- 
fons : but that, which conſiſteth in valour, ioy- 
nod to integrity of manners, ought to be the 
Obiect of your affectious, the Rocompeoce of 
your labours, and Trophey of your memory. 
Reflect only with a fauorable eye on this poore 
endeauour which 1 coMſccrarc'to your benefit, 
6caffoard by your vertues, effect to my praicrs, 
andatcomplishment to my writings, 
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| THE SOVLDIER. 


| "Set. 1. The Excellency of VV arlike Ver- 


| ue 5 


F we proſeſſion of armes were, as well ma- 
= naged, as it is excellent and neceſlaty in ci- 
ulll life, we could not haue eyes inough to 
S>| [SD behould it, nor to ſufficient topraiſe 
RD) SHs it: 8 alt our [ſpirit ſhould ariue to the 
4x - J higheſt top of admiratĩõ, it would euer find 
xx wanders in this ſubiect, not to be attayned. 
Mee ſeeme to heare tho Scripture ſpeake, that God himſelſe God of 
# affeteth the glory of armes, when hecauſeth himſelſe to be ſur- Hoſts . 
| named the God of Hoſts, and when the Prophets repreſent him 
vnto vs in a fiery Chariot, al- enuitoned with burning Legions, 
at which time the Pillars of Heauen tremble vnder his teete, 
the Rockes are rent, abyſles frowne ,.and all the creatures of the 
Vniuerſe thake ynder the ĩnſupporta ble ſplendor. ot his Maieſty. 
In effect this great Monarch of beauen, and earth, ceaſeth not to Towne 
make war z and if we will conſider his. cocenings , we ſhall = — 
find , it is more then fifty ages, ſince he hath layd ſiege to are- - 
bellious Cirty , which hath for ditches , Abyſſes of iniquity; for 
* walls and rampires, obſti for towers, & bulwarks, moun- 
taines of Pride; for armes, ſtancg againſt divine inſpirations; 
for Artillery, tumult and inſolency; for houſes, dennes of hipo- 
criſy ; for Pallaces, Labyrinthes of diſſimulation ; for tribunall 
& barre, impiety; for Temple, 775 will; for Idoll. ſell-Ioue; 
. 3 


for 
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174 The Souldter . 
for Captaine, blindneſſe; for Souldiers, exorbitant paſſions; for 
Counlell, Folly; and for Conſtancy, erſe opinion. 
The b This Citty in a word, is the Hart of man, againſt which Cod 
af — dayly wageth warre, to giue vsliberty by our captiuity, aduan- 
cement by our fall , greatneſſe by out abaſing , and lite by 
death, which maketh ys dye, to all dead things, to liue tor im- 
mortality. God would that we fight by his example , not onely 
with ſpiritual] armes, but ſometimes with materiall: and it is a 
Ambrof, thing very conſiderable, that Abraham the firſt' Father of all the 
Offic.ib.1, faithful. was a warriour z ſince S. Ambroſe reckoning vp all his 
cap. 24+. titles, according to the Scripture, ſheweth he was a good Re- 
Fide pri- ligious man, a good Luſticier, a good Captaine, a good hoſt, & 
mus ,iufli- a good husband. Vea alſoit is a paſſage much more admirable to 
ie prect- ſay, What Clemens Alexandrinw hath obſerued , that the firſt Army 
— of the faithfull which euer was, marched, not thinking theron, 
— A vnder the figure of the Croſle, & the name of Sauiour, although 
Horus now it were about two thouſand yeares, before the birth of the Meſ- 
avarus,do- fi . The fourtenth Chapter of Geneſis teacheth vs, that nine 
mi hoſ pita- Kings came into the field with their troopes, to fight, foure a- 
s, Yxori gaiuſt five. Thoſe of Sodome, & Gemorrha, were there in perſon, 
ſauuu. who like effeminate Princes turned their backs at the firſt encoũ- 
ter, and in flying fell into pits of Sulphure . Their defeat gaue 
leaſure to the Enemy to pillage all the Countrey : Where poore 
Let, the Nephew of abrabam, was taken, hauing by miſhap, 
choſen his habitation in a Territory, fertile in wealth, and ini- 
uities. 
N The newes coming to the eares of Abraham, he ſpedily armed 
his houſhould Se ruants, who wete to the number of three hund- 
red, and eighteene, & with Shepheards aſſaulted Kings, whom 
he valourouſly vanquiſhed, bringing backe his kinſman, and all 
the booty, which his enemies had taken. Behould the firſt bat- 
taile renowned in Scripture where this braue Doctot of Alexan - 
dria before alleadged; very well ſubtiliaeth and ſayth, that the 
number of 4brabams Souldiers is repreſented by three Greeke 
letters T. I. H. whereof the firſt ſignifieth the Croſſe, and the 
other two the name of Saviour, God being deſiious, ſo to con- 
ſecrate the firſt armes of belieuers by the Myſteries of his great- 
neſſe; to declare, that the warfare which is well managed, is 
his 


Warriors 
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1: Worke and glory.Likewiſe we do not fynd that the name of 
Sun, hath beene giuen in holy Writ to a liuing man with ſo 
much luſtre, and applauſe as to a Souldier, and the beſt of Soul- 
diers, I ſpeake of Sampſon, which is ſo much, as to ſay( Sun) in 
our language; where it ſeemeth the Scripture leadeth ys by the 
hand to — vs acknowledge that military profeſſion, which 
is ynder good direction, ſo much excelleth the ordinary voca- 
tions of men, as doth the Sun the ſtarres. For letters, yea the elo- 
quence, and arts which are ſet out with ſo much luſtre in the 
eſtimation of men, are couered vnder the wings of military Ver- 
tue, as very well the Roman Oratour hath acknowledged. We 
do not tead, that euer the Sun ſtood ſtill to heare the gracefull 
words of an eloquent tongue, nor to behould the Theaters, and 
Amphitheaters of the Romans, nor the Olympique games of Gre- 
Cians ; nor all the other obiects of admiration, which are in the 
induſtry of men: But wee do well know from the Oracle of 
Truth, that this great Starre, admired by all the world, immo- 
uably ſtay ed, as — , by the voyce of a Souldier, the illu- 
ſtrious leſue, at that time, when he ated fo many braue feats 
of armes z as iſ it would admire his pro weſſe, and enlighten his 
conqueſts. 


Sunnes - 


And what is there alſo more admirable in the world, then The great 
to ſea a man,couered with ſteele, who curuetteth on a genetous veſſe and 
horſe, and haſtneth, his head bowed, to throw himſelſe through excellency 


the battallions , all briſtled wich launces & (words , through ſo 
many musket-(haty, ſo many haile- ſhowers of iron,and ſo many 
dreadfull Images of death, which he as freely defieth, as if he 
were immortal, and as litle ſpareth life , as if he had a hundred 
to looſe ? What a ſpectacle to behold him in a furious conflict, 
Like a thunder holt in the cloude , which forceth his priſon , and 
breakes all; reſſſtance, flying vpan wings of fire, and the whir- 
biig-oare of thunder, 10 tak the height of rockes? 

; What an affrightment. to ſee him in another poſture ſcaling 


a wall, allbordered with armes, and terrours,and haſtning into 
daunger with the ſame pace, and viſage, as another to a teaſlt ? 
det ſupport, and whatconſolationdor poore people ( whome 
<A holtiliaywoul butcher, as We ordained to [la 7g 

y e- 
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ter) to petceiue a baue Captaine, with a 
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176 The Houldirr. 
uering the malignity of thoſe forces, conſpired to the ruine of 
Innocents , and by the ſplendour of his armes changing all the 
ſtormes into calmes ? 

O what a beauty is it to receĩue wounds in thoſe combats, 
fro whence floweth more glory , then bloud !O whargreatnes 
to reape palmes in midſt of fo many chornes ! O whats felicny 
to behold his battailes attended by fo many laurel-, congratula- 
tions, and applauſes of the people, preſerued by this military 
vertue! How can all be in this profefſion , but glorions , (eei 
death it ſelfe the terrible of rerribles, ſhewerh aface all ſmiling to 
thoſe , who are buried in their yalour , 28 in the true tombe of 
——_— h holy Hiſtories do likewiſe deſcribe theſe 

** It ſeemeth holy Hiſtories do likewiſe deſcribe t t 
ef bi- Captaines with ſome delight, when they make ther — — 


ſtory to the warre; ſo they tel vs of a ud Marhabers Eĩ hang put on 
praiſe Cap his armes appeartd like a Gyant, and that he in the battell was 
tenen ſeene like a roaring Lyon, ſecking out his prey. So they deſcribe 
1 — in the ſecond of Kings the pro we ſſe of Dauid, and other valiant 
N men, who Houriſhed in his tyme with moſt particular Elogies « 
So they depaint vnto vs in a very admirable manner the ſtrigth 


and ſtratagems of Gedeon agaynſt the Madianites. | 
Valour is matter of aſtoniſhment , which tranſporteth all 
ſpirits both great and ſmall , witty and dull to honour its quali- 
tyes. Ariftocle the politeſt iudgment, which hath beene informer 
ages ſo much wondereth at this watlike force, though farre di- 
{tant from his profeſſhon , that he 4 an lent Mymne' 
in prayſe of it, which is yet to befoũd in Diogenes C ] : Where 
he calleth it a vertue molt painefull for Mortals , but the fayreſt 
ornamentof Ciuill lyfe ; A Vertue, which hath fuch attract ius 
beauty, that the moſt generous harts fecke for death with Miſe to 
enioy the luſtre of its gloty. If then this valour haue ſuch ut 
Rion , conſidered onely within rhe firnirs of nature, how will 
it be if once aduaunced by the aſſiſtance of grace , and vermes, 
_ take all from jt, that is harſh, to —— ——. 
of a true, and ha ieſty ? Is there ing more y 
the whole world en to ſce a — furnithed with 


qualityes of piery prudence, inſtice, Merker Fre, , bo= 
N Aileen en Tweete difpoſi- 
uon, 


nelty, and with graces, wich are in 
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tion, as Stars ſowne in the azare of celeſtiall globe: ? Oh Nobi- 
lity , if you knew your one excellency , and could contornle 
your life to your dignity, What luſtre, and ſupport would you 
afford to Chtiſtendome? It was the faich of a Souldier , and of a 
Souldier iſſued from Paganiſme , which the mouth of the living 
God hath exalted aboue all the piety of the Iſtaelites, when he 
ſo highly commended the Cevturion of the Goſpell, for acknow- . 
ledging , the Sauiour had as much power outer mafadies, and 
things inſenfible, ava very abſolut Captaine ouer his Souldiers, 
It was a Souldier, whome 8. Peter by the revelation of the An- 
gell did firſt of all conſecrare to faith , as the firſt fruits of Gen- 1. 0. 
rliſme. They are warriotits which ſo often repleniſh our Marti» 
rologes with theirnames , ou memories wich theiryeneration, 
and mouthes with prayers offered yp to them. Theſe harts haue 
at all times beene capable to teceiue ſeeds of moſt noble yerrues, 
and now a dayes they are ſuffered to putrify in negleR, ordure, 
and brutiſhnes, Oh Nobility, deceiue not your ſclues; in the ac- 
knowledgment of the badges of your profeſſion , nor flatter 
your ſelues vnder a fallemaique of valour. 1 Will heere repre- 
ſent to you the pallace of Military Vertue, agd ſhe w the way 
you muſt walke in, to ariue thicher, not ſuffering your ſelues 
to be ſeduced by Chymericall fantaſies, & illuſions of greatnes, 
only big-Wolne with ſmoke , and which when they haue 
promiſed to make mountaines , produce nothing, but rats, aud 
YErMine» 


* 


Sect. 2. The entrance into the Pallace of Va- 
lour: & the illuſions of Salmoneans, &. 
Rodomonts. 


HE ingenious Delben, who hath compoſed all 4- 
riſtotles morall Philoſophy in excellent Tables, figu- 
reth vnto vs at the entry into the Pallace of val our, 
an enraged Miſtreſſe, called Audarionſner, which ſe- 
duceth an infinite number of Salmoneans, or Rodo- 
worts, ynder colour of Vertue. * true, ſhe ij dumbe inthi peed 
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of painting. but 1 haue reſolued to ſhe w ber , full of life in this 
Treatiſe, and diſcouet to you, the (ly practiſes, and damnable 
maximics, which ſhe makes vic off. to deceiue the ſpitirs of this 
age; to the end, that the knowledge of euill, may With more fa» 
cility furniſh vs, tor application of Remedies, , 

Suffer me here (on Reader) to ĩmitate the great g. 1þdore, 
whoihe more natively 19xcprelent the hortour of vices, makes 
them diſpure againſt vertues. putting into their mouthes all their 
lewdmaximes.. Affoard me the liberty , that I may maniteſt the 


.diſorders ,-whichare at this day in the corrupt Nobility by the 


mouth of one Rebſaces, a wicked Souldiet, who vndertaketh to 
giue precepts to youth, and dictate molt pernicious Counſels, 
Which Gall alter ward bs teſuted, by the Chiilian Souldier. 


Note, and behold the damnable precepts of 
Rabſaces; the falſe Sow!ater, vvhich con- 
taine a true Satyre of the manners of the 
depraued Nobiltty- x 


Mois to your felfe, that this daungerous Maiſter goes 

before the Nobility , which ſecketh after the glory of Armes. 
and that he taketh by the hand a young man, whomr he ſees 
apt for his impreſſions, & theweth him, inſteed of the irue Man- 
fion of AF titude, a Pallace all of winde, built vpon quickfGlues, 
where palmes and laurells grow like the fruits of Sedome , which 
fly into aſhes, when we thinke to touch- them. Therupon he 
hotds' theſe diſcoutſes with him, wherin you ſhall roo well 
know,the manners and inclinations predominantin theſe petty 
$4lmoneans ot this age. 

Syr, behold your ſelſe in the Pallace of Valour, and I am ke 
home you ſearchtor. I purpoſely preſent my ſelſe before you, 
to receine you With open armes, and dictate ts from my 
ups, which thall make you to equall the glory de 


Oh... | 
I affixme the tyme hath beene, — 


The Couldtey , 1y 
the ſword from the Aultar, to employ ir fox-the honourof Aul- 

tart, and liued in the exerciſe of Armes, as in the Temple of the pi. vie. 
God of Hoſts : but theſe kind of actions are more found in aun der of the 
cient hiſtories, then in the maners of men that liue at this pre- Nobiliry, 
ſent. If thou wilt be a Souldier of the tyme, I wiſh thee to ba- Great im- 
come a petty Cyclope, and know very litle what God, or Re- Piety. 
ligion is, but to ſweare hy the one, and prophane the other. I 

ſhould teare leaſt this Devotion may not ſoften thy courage, 

which is eſteemed atthisday, not to be of temper good enough, 

if it haue not much impiety. Thy oathes ſhalbe thy Sacraments, 

thy milteries, the catale of the wicked ; the Table, thy Aultar 3 Lig 4 
the diſhes, thy Sacrifices ; and thou walt accompt thy od, as ich and 
a Deity, which thou ſhalt beare hanging at thy girdle, without infamous. 
further ſearch. If needs thou mult for Ceremony go to Church, 

paſſe along, as if chou weatlt to a dauncing, free trom apprebea- 

fion ofthe diuine Maieſty, for that may IO melancholy : 


and when you are there without any diſtinclion of prophane, 
orſacred , diſpoſe y out ſelſe to laugh, and gette vpon al occa- 
fions ,'Which are preſented: for indeed we mult pleaſanil paſſe 


away this litle ill time. You ſhall ſer your ſelſe into divers po- 
ſtures, which ſhall ſauour much of a lugler, to keep the decorum 
of men of thy Conditio;and if there be nothing to be talked on, 
norieſt to be broken, at leaſt thou ſhalt 9 bead on euer 
ſide, and make thy eyes, and thoughts hunt after obiefts which 
may pleaſe the ſenſe, I well know , * is( taken accor- 
ding to the modell of auncient piety). is held for a great Sacri- 
ledge . But thou art very capable of it ; andif thy countenance 
deceiue me not, thou wilt neuer be one of thoſe ſcrupulous ones 
who thinkethe Churches are made for nqthing, hut pea flo... . Difor- 
Thou ſhalt learne in gaod time to lye, ſweare * The 
flaunder , and blaſpheme : for it iz very ordinary, Rhetorique in tosgve of 
the mouth of our S Amn, . Go not abaut te (earch into old blaſphe- 
Hiſories,as Charles he VII l. who-hewed through the Alpes,co- Ty, and 
quered the Kingdome of Naples, and made Conftantinople with it's Alumny. 
Ottomans, totremble with the onely ſhaddow of his Name, yet 
durſt not ſo much. as ſwweare by his Faith , We are no longer in 
ſuch kind of times, men now ate ſo accuſtomed to lye,that needs 
mult oathes mount by degrees vp to the clouds, to allurea truth, 
rat Z 2 alchough 


— 
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although with extreme ſwearing it is taken fora ly. And wers 
thete no othet fnſdn of ſwearing , but to make an able man, 

' rice you cxiſtrot be valiant with your arme, cut through con- 
© fidently wh 0 fern er that brags,8 Rodomantadoes may 
neuer dry in thy mouth, no more then water in huge Riuers. 


| Af thou v Ar hane one of the greateſt vertues ot the tymes, 
„ Dilor- choirthuſtbe frowatd, and peeurih, and ſpeale 8 


« * 


det. duels; ot chulfenges, & alignments of the place, & that aſſoone 
— hall PR ſome; — man of yatour, that you 


ot duels, 27 you much deſite one — to ſec him with ſword in hand, 
and that you haue heretofore ſeene others, ouer whome you 
haue had great 2 Sweare in good earneſt, that ſuch a 
2 er bu wrongs but that you will euict reparation 
— Hi Alec hu bibud : &ſpute, ſwagyer,toll tales, make 
artels arife aboùt a pianes pint. preſſe to be +ſecond to this 
nj andtharman , but euer engage others , 1 as 
your = |, draw 1. —— . yep ve from the ga 
eve , — in ſetting 
if * Lon't ae 9 — as Heteti- 
Ge Unie you ſh not 40 mutt amiſſe. Fot all va» 

bur no = ” bendetlythit way” 

Left abe 5d. hon art 8 mmm to Kill, or be killed bra- 


10 ie eras: t 0 fom*+ duels were permitted in 
* war, againſt enemy, anch edeputed in the view, | 
a fer o C of bath party, Who beheld them with 


mich ole ma Fabre Cheuabier B ard, os and atme 

of French wartare, flew Alphonſiu de goto - or a Span yard in the 
fiz1d of battayle before the eyes of both armies, who beheld this 

* ſpeRatle. This made the Souldier vety con dent to enter into 
5 Ie wich „ re in preſence of his Cxptayne agaynſt an 
. adittfary of anather Hin. Where ſh il v now a dayes fiad 

| the like yalour? Of neceſſity, night, priuate places, & vgly cor- 

; | ners muſt be ſonght our, to fight a duell: yea Heaue thee to cõ- 
| ſider what a goody ſpectacle it would be, fone from a Thea- 
ter might be Id che countenance of theſe Rodomon ti, moſt vio- 
N lent in Words; you ſunguld ſee them tremble. wax. pale, quake, 

: | be amazed, troubled , and in the end be ſlayne, like wretched 
| | ſwine ; but mi i nat honeſt , we therfore mult find out — 

. 8 
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) fcarfe to cover the cowardiſe ot theſe clandeſtine combats. 
; The mote a man is ignoble, cowardoas , or ynhappy , ſo 
much the more ought he ſeeke out fuch kind of duells ? I fay 
| ignoble, though I am not ignorant it hath beertofore beenethe 
trade of llaues;ʒ but opinion hath made it now a way for Gent- 
lemen. Behould , why thoſe, who find themſelues to be of baſe 
| extraction, do the more ſeruenly feeke out ſuch occaſions, as if 
they (hould therby blot out their ignominy . I fayd cowardous, 
for it is to become confident in a baſe buſineſſe, where lackies, & 
butchers, may be maiſters. I fay yahappy, for it is the meanes 
to conſumate his miſery, without hauing many witneſſes : needs 
malt the deſperate find ſome gate to eſcape from life; as would 
entaged bealts from a liſt, by leaping ouer the railes. In the end, 
when thou ſhalt dye in this combar, rhou haſt nothing to looſe, 
but a Wicked ſoule. And though thou art moſt wretchedly ſlayne 
our Salmonians will fay , you dyed in the bed of honour , & that 
ſufficeth to be valiant to the world, 

When thou art in the wars, thou ſhalt be a kind of Bar. iges 
rien, in ſuch ſort y that the Peaſants thall take thee to be more, = _ 
then an army of 'Hunnes , or Tartars. If thou haſt any com- Ty ranny 
maund, thou ſhalt march al puffed yp with vaine glory, & make in ware, 
thy ſelfe knowne by the diſaſters of the poote. It you becalldd 
on to put your hand to your purſe, thou ſhalt pay thy hoſteſſe 
with threau, and thy Souldiers with impunity of crimes. Thou 
ſhalt endeauour to lengthen out the war as long , as thou canſt, 
and if thou couldeft kill peace it ſelſe, it ſhould ſuffer, trans fixed 
through the body with thy ſword, as the 82 enemy of 
worthy actions. Thou ſhalt not hazatd thy ſelfe to go much a- 
mõg musket- ſhots , vnleſſe thoſe mus keti be charged with pow. 

derof Cypreſſe, as in Author of this time hath told ys, where 
piſtolets were throwneinfteed of bullers: | 
Trouble not thy ſelſe to number vp thy wounds; thou ſhalt 
euer more eaſily reckon them, then thy crimes. As for that which ,, Ditor- 
concerneth the vice of impurity, I ordeine no more limits to thy ger, 
luſt, then health to thy reaſon . Heretofore men affected to be- Impurity 
come berrer , and a yonge Cauallier, who made loue toa Lady woſt di- 
by the lawfu!l wave ofan honeft marriage, ſhewed himſelfe folute, 
| Yertuousto be beloued, ſuch correſpondence was there then, be- 
| Z 3 X tweene 
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tweene loue and yertue: men alwayes endeauoured to lodge 
their affections in a good place, to become honeſt by the imita- 
tion of their loues, which 1s the moſt pleaſing way, that may be 
found to innocency. All was treated with ſo much honour,that 
the leaſt ſpot of blame was apprehended much more, then death: 
at this day matters go not ſo. If thou wilt tollow the courſe of 
times, & the proceedings of SalmoneZs, thy pleaſures ſhalbe with- 
out order, asthy Auarice without meaſure : thou ſhalt make a 
Trophey of diſhonour. Nor ſhalt thou haue other ſcope in thy 
loue, then vice; nor other meanes , but thoſe, which thy bru- 
tiſhnes ſhall prouidg thee. Thou ſbalt make no difference be- 
twyeene the bed of married, that of Virgins, and women proſti- 
tute ; and when thou haſt ſeduced an vahappy maid, thou ſhalt 
vaunt it, as if thou hadſt gained a Citty. 
| | For this bony ole ic is fitthouentertaineſt bravery, thy belly, 
g. Diſor · and game, for theſe wilbe the furies moſt familiar to thy humour: 
der, Perpe thou ſhalt take the moſt Coſtly Ruffes out of the ſhops of Mar- 
— wit" chants to couer thy ſtench with gould & Scatlet, and thou ſhale 
* holdall the beſt Artiſans in to ſerue theg, When thou mult, 
pay thy debts thou (halt reuenge benefits, by force of iniuries & 
cloſe yp thy infidelity, with all ſortes of Ingratitude. If thou haſt 
ſuwbiects thou ſhalt vie them, like lanes, and gouerne them with, 
y- Difor- all rigour , excerciſing violence on their bodyes, and rapine on 
— der their goods: one 0 feed thy dogs, the other thy horles, the 
— other thy ſeruants, which ordinatily are petty Tartarians, whoſe 
ment of in ſoleney foſtered by the Maiſters, & Lords, doth all which may 
tboſe vn · be expected from a ſeruile ſoule, that hath authority in it's hands: 
deryou, yea thou ſhaltendeauour tomake good men beleiue, that What 
thou haſt done is for their preſeruation ;' as was ſayd to the poore 
ſheepheard, from whome the (acrificers of Hercules had more 
ſheepe , then would haue ſerued an army of wolues. Thy table 
notwichſtanding the teares and neceſſities of the publique, ſhall 
euer be aboundaat in delicacies , & for thy recreation thou ſhalt 
play thy gould with a full hand, although it be the bloud of ſo 
many men, to whome thou art beholden · Thou ſhalt be the 
chicken of the white hen, and needs muſt the riches of the weal- 
| | thy, the induſtry of trad{men, the vertues of innocent, euen hun- 
[ ger it ſelfe, and the miſeties ol themolt wretched , be wibutaryes 
to thy riots. | ; I wiſh 
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I with, that exteriourly thou appeare with an open viſage, 8. Diſor: 
a ſmiling countenance, à very honeſt deportment , but be thou der. Perf 
inwardly full of Cauteries, and be thy hart al wayes repleniſhed d iouſnes. 
with more ſtaines, then the moſt ſpotted skinne of a Panther. 
Thou ſhalt ſell thy ſoule to ambition, and to aduance thy for- 
tune, ſhalt neither hearken, to God, Angell, Conſcience, nor Abomins. 
vertue thou ſhalt haue no regard, tothe perſon eyther of father, bie ma- 
mother, brother, or ſiſter, but the meaſure of all thy amities ſhalbe 2**%* 
thy owas interſtes. Thou muſt not thinke any thing vnjuſt, 
wha it halve for thy one accommodation, nor be thou ſctu- 
ulousin matter of conlciẽce; of what fide ſocuer profit accrew, 
it hath euer a good ſauour. Thou ſhalt, to ſuit with the tyme, 
beare a mind more blacke , then the Abiſl= , and to ruine an in- 
nocent , thalt not ſpare ſuch treacheries , and treaſons, as haue 
heretofore beene accounted moſt horrible: but the cuſtome of 
the age, which is ſo natutalized in vice, cauſeth that we now 
ow familiar with monſters. Thou ſhalt raiſe gayne out of all, 
if thou canſt; and let there not be a vice, that yields thee not tri- 
bute. Thy words ſhalbe full of cunning, thy cunning of promiſ- 
ſes, and thy promiſſes of winde. 
Finally thou ſhalt liue in Chriſtianity , as a Taniſſary at the 
Ports of the great Turke ; and for recompence, when thou ſhalt 
end thy dayes , which cannot continue very longe, thou ſhale 
directly go to the Paradiſe of Mabomet, with thoſe great lights, 
$ardanapalns, Epicurns, Baue, and Selymres, 
Behold the infamous, and peraicious diſcourſe , which this 
wicked Mailter held with this younge man : wherein you may 
obſerue a true Satyre of the lives of many, whoentitle themſel- 
ues Noble, although their manners are far worſe, then theſe my 
words, and that the imagination of a writer cannot fo much 


faigne , but they in their prophane actions will expteſſe much 


more. Let vs now behold the Pallace of true Valour, and take an 
antidote againſt the poiſons of the times. 


£ | Sect. 
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Sect. 3. The Temple of Valour, & /age Pre- 
cepts, giuen by the Chriſtian Souldier, to 
refute the manners of the tymes. And firſt, 
That Picty helpeth Valour. 


H E Souldier purſuing his way , entreth into the 
Temple of Valour, where according to the excel- 
lent conceyts of the paiorer before mentioned, he 
beholdeth on the frontiſpice of thePallace a goodly 

©: tower of Chriſtall, adorned with lights, as the Glo- 
be of glaſſe, in which the Perſians heretofore bare the Image of 
the Sunne: or elſe by the imitation of that huge Pharos of Alex an- 
&nz, which englightened the ſea on all tides, to guide veſſels to a 
fate hauen. This was expreſly ſet downe to ſignify the great, 
and diaine lights of wiſdome, which are io a true Chriſtian va- 
lour. This Pallace ſeemed wholy built of Rocks of the colour of 
Iron, ſtreamed with litle veynes of bloud , which well ſhe w ed 
it was purpoſly done, to 3 the inuincible courage ot the 
pupils of this vertue. The Hals were wholy hãged with prow- 
eſſe. and victories: and inſteed of Columnes it had great Statues 
of the moſt yalourous menof the world, who flouriſhed in the 
reuolution of ſo many ages. Valour bare ſway wirhin it, who 
fate not on gilli-flowers, not roſes, but encompaſſed with thor- 
nes and ſufferings, euer armed, and ſtill with ſword in hand, 
with which it cut of an infinite number of monſters, and chaſed 
away all Salmoneans from his houſe. 

In this Pallace was the braue Eleazr , who, as ſoone as he 
from far perceiued this young Souldier, he cauſed him to draw 
neere, and ſpake to him in thoſe tearmes. 

(Sonne I doubt not, but you found at the enrrance into my 
lodging a wicked Sorcerer, who hath by the eare empoiſoned 
you: It is neceſſaty youcleanſeir, to make your ſelfe capable of 
the ſingular precepts of valout and wiſdome, which I am now 
preſently to affoard you, ſeeing you for this cauſe are come hi- 
ther into my pallace. It hath beene tould you, that to _ goo” 
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Souldier, you muſt become a lule Cyclope, without any feeling Refutatis 
ot God, or Religion: for deuotion were but to weaken your of the . 
warlike bumquss.. Thoſe, who haue ſayd this vnto — Diſorder. 
tould nothing new. It is an ould ſong, which they haue drawn 
out of Ml, who thinking to make a Prince, haue made a 
wild bealt, and yet would make ys belieue, it wa man; but 
it u ſuch onely , as beate their eyes on their heeles.. Let ys not 
letue our ſelues with this Philoſophy of ſſech, which maketh 
valour, and deuation , as two — ible. Verity I ge piety the 
nat about to requie of you ana , en „ and ceremo- firft vertue 
nious pict y, that is out of the limits of your profeſſion. I Would of a Soul- 
haue youa Souldier, and nota monke: bur I affure you, that the dier. 

ime vertuje ol art Miluaty is, tobaue govd — & pure 
— touching the divinity; then to practiſe ſatableneſſe thers Renſone 
in by offices, and exteriout actions of piety, When | fpexke this, * bich 
I am ſo ſtrong in reaſons, that I dare ta uke our enemies them bur that 
ſelues for Lludges. Bebould che ſubtile Machiavell, who ypon the ff fee 
Decads of Thins Liuiaus, ſhe we Religion is an admira ble inſtru- je of mili- 
ment of all great actions, and that the Romans made vie there- tary Ver» 
of tocſtablihtheircaty, purſue their enterpriſes , nd pacify tu- tue. 
mults, & (edicions, which refe in the reuolution of ſtate. Becauſe 
it was (ayd he) more conſcience to offend God, then men: be- Cap. 13. & 
licuing his power ſurpaſſed all humane things. So we fee, that 11 
all ——— would forme, cheriſh, or aduance 2 ſtate, although 
they had no true Religion in-theirſoules, haue taken pretexrs 
as Lycurgus, Numa, Serterics, Iſmael the Perfban, and Mabomen.'s de- 
maund ot you therupon (my Souldier )itby the teſtimony of 
this man, made our aduetſary, falſe belieles haue bad ſo much 

wer vpon minds, that they haue rendred them more doei- 
ble to vertue. more obedient to Souetaigaity, more'adnenterons 
to vndertake things difficult, more pationt to rollerate matters 
diſpleaſing. more coutagious to ſurmount theſe, which make 
oppoſition; If (I ay) the ſole imagination of 2 falſe diuinity, 
accompted to punith miſdeeds, and recompence yalour with a 
temporall ſalary, was powertullinough to make Legions fly, all 


couered with [ron — ſo many potils: muſt we not ſay 

by the conſeſſion of our very enemy, that a true Religion, as. 

ours is, Which promiſeth ſo many rewards to yertue, & puniſh- 
Aa ments 
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ments for crime, not for a tyme, but for all eternity, if it be once 
well engrauen in harts, ſhall produce ſo many worthy effects be- 
yond thoſe of other Sects, as truth is aboue lying, reality aboue 
nothing, and the Sun aboue the ſhaddows ? | 
From whence thinke you do ſo many neglects grow, but 
from coldneſſe in Religion: for how can a Souldier, but be va- 
liant, when be is confidently perſuaded it is the will of the li- 
uing God, that he obey his Prince, as it he beheld a Divinity v- 
pon earth ;and that burying himſelf in the duty of this obediea- 
ce, being well purifyed from his ſinnes, he takes a moſt aſſured 
way to beatitude? How can he be, but the more couragious ha- 
uing receyued abſolution of his finnes, by the vertue of the $«- 
crament , ſince by the Conſeſſion of all Sages, there is nothing ſo 
perplexed, rimerous, ſo inconſtant, as a conſcience roubled 
With the Image of its one crimes? How ſhould it ſpare a tran- 
ſitory lyfe, hauing a firme beliefe of immortality ; ſince the wi - 
ſeſt haue iudged , that the valour of auncient Gaules, which was 
admired by the Romans ,. proceeded from no other ſource , but 
from aſtrong perſuaſion h the Druides had giuen them, tou- 
chingthe immortality of our ſoules? How could he be, but moſt 
— if he ſtedfaſtly beheld the eye of the diuine prouidẽce 
of God perperually vigilant for his protectiõ / How could he be, 

but molt feruent , if he did but figure the Sauiour of the world at 

the gates of heauen , with his hands full of rewards ? See you 

not that all reaſons combat for vs, as well as experience ? I wil 

not flatter Chriſtians vnder pretext that I call my ſelſe the Chri- 

ſtian knight, nor ought I to betray my cauſe vnder the ſhadow 

of modeſty: let all the auncĩent, and moderne hiſtoryes be read, 

let military acts be examined, and courages poiſed in a iuſt bal- 

lace, I chalenge the ableſt Chronicler to preſent me any yalour 

out of Greeke, or. Roman hiſtory, where the moſt admirable 

roweſſes are to be ſeene , that I do not ſhew them perpetually 
paralelled, yea ſurpaſſed by the courage of Chriſtians. Whe I read 

The actes thoſe hiſtories of elder tymes, I behould Grecians that triumphed, 
ws. for haying vanquiſhed Xerxes; who to ſay the truth, was a flagg 
leading an army of ſheepe, neuer, was any thing ſeene ſo per- 

lex:d. And although there had beene no oppoſition, this great 

y compoſed ofa laſy ſtupiſyed army, was onely ſtrong to 

tune 
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ruine itſelfe, I ſce a young: Alexander, who to ſpeake truth, was 
of an excellent nature, { taough the molt iudicious obie tue great 
errour in his carriage ) he oft tymes being taſh, and many rymes 

| inſoleat; but it was well for him he had to do with ſuch groſſe 
Nouices, whoſe eyes were dazled with the ſimple glimmer of a 
| ſword ; for had he come to encounter the armes ot Europe, his 
| Laurels doubtles would haue beene ſeene to wax hoaty in the 
Northerne ſnowes. I ſee the Romane Ceſars, who inuade, or 
thoſe which ate already effeminated by their proper vice, or ſuch 
as are wanderers , and diſunited , not to haue an afluicd (tate to 
reſiſt their enemies. My eares are perpetually beaten with the 
acts of Cynegirus, who hauing both his bands cut off, bit the ar- 
mes, & ſhips of his enemies with his teeth; of one Otrjades, who 
wrote his victory with his owne bloud; of one Sergius , who 
| fought fourc times with the left hand , which Fay oblerueth in 
his — a prodigy; of the one- eyed Horatius, who defen- 
| ded a bridge againſt the army of his enemyes ; of a Maide na- 
med Clelis , who paſſed ouer Tyber on hotſe backe; of one Si- 
cinnivs , that had beene in ſixſcore combats , & bare away thirty 
{ix ſpoiles of his enemies, with five and fourty wounds at diucrs 
tymes. | 
| 11 will not extenuate their proweſſe, nor take away from 
them the honour they deſerued ; for to ſay there was no valour, 
| nor vigour in theſe auncient courages , were to proceed againſt 
common opinion. But we now a dayes ſee many Ariftarchuses 
in the world, who haue ſpirits ſo retrograde, that when. we 
— of brute beaſtes, they highly plority them aboue men, as 
it they were of the race of Vliſſes his Souldiers, who as Fables tell 
vs were turned into hogs: ſo when we come to compare the va- 
lour of Chtiſtiãs, with that of Infidels, they ſind nothing, which 
on our part may giue them content, ſo much haue they eythet of 
malice, or ſtupidity. 
Let me dye, it in the ſole life of Captaine Bard, warlike p;ow-ffe 
achiuemers may not be obſerued , which in mannage & valout of Chri- 
| ſurpaſſe not thoſe of Alexander's and Pompey's : and he that would ſtians. 
number all the Heroique actions with haue beene performed in 
our warres , ſometymes by filly Souldiers, ſomerymes alſo by 
Chriſtian women, might as ſoone reckon the ſtarres in the Fir- 
AAa3 mament. 
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mament. And had I now yndertaken to make a ſimple enu- 
meration, of great Captaines, with hate flouriſhed in Chriſten« 
dome, it would weary pens, fill bookes, & confound readers. 

| would willingly know, whether Conſtantiue going out of 
an Otatory, where —_— with the Bithops betore be bid ſo 
many battailes, was leſſe valiant, againſt Maxentius, Maxiumenur, 
and Lixiams: I Theodoſtus in recommending himicttefo particu- 
terly to the prayers ot Monkes, haue the leſſe done his deucir a- 
gainſt Maxima and Exgenius ? Whether Herdflras were the more 
remiffe for carrying the Image of om bleſſed Lady in his hands, 
when he ſubdued Cofrrs king of feria in three pached barrailes? 


Wherher Clodoucus did the leſſe good, when he cauſed bis ſtan- 
| darts to matctr vndet the conduct of the prayers of S. Martin? 
| Whether Charles Marte were weakned in his deuotions, when 
| at the onely battaile ot Towers, he cut in peeces three hundred 

threeſcore and fitteene thouſand Saracens, with the moſt hideous 
ſlaughter, that euer was ſeene? Whether Charlkemaine in being ſo 
firmely tyed to aultars, felt his arme to file agaynſt the Lom- 
bard: , Saxem, and Moores © Whether the fFwyord of Godfrey of 
Boufflon , after ſo marry actions of piety , were the leſſe keene, 
when it cleft the Barbarians at a blow, from the crowne of the 
head to the girdleſteed, and gliſtered in azure al- couered with 
rayes of Palmes and Laurels? Whether Belbſariusin being a good 
Catholique, did the leſſe charge the Gothes And whether Simon 
Momfort in taking his \word from the aultan were the leſſe dread- 
full to the Allien Hereriques ? 

Aſſuredly, there is nothing ſo ſtrong , nothing ſo inuinci- 
ble, nor trium phant, as a valour, with marcheth ynder the lawes 
of Chriſtian Religion . The Turkiſh nation, which ſeemeth to 
be bome to brandiſh the ſword , and haue ampletranſcendency 
in matters of armes, ſeareth not fo much the Perſian ; and Tarta- 
rian ſtandarts , as the banners of Chriſtians . And Beroniuc in an 
| —_ dedicatory of his Annals, We the wrote to fourth Henry 

the Great of famous memory, obſeruerh , that they hould ĩt as a 
fatall Propheſy among them, chat their Empire ſhall neuer be 
deſtroyed, vnleſſe itbeby the hands of Freachmen . H they haue 
obteyned yictories againſt Chriſtians info many warres, it hath 
euer beene our diuiſions that haue dilarmed vs, our ——_— 
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that haue deuoured vs, our Apoſtata- brothers, who haue be- 
trayed ys, our Infidels who haus acquainted them with our in- 
dultries & armes, our mutuaHy quarrels which. haue waſted vs, 
our ſia nes, that haue chaſtiſed ys, the hand of powerfull God 
which hath excited the Seracensto purify vs vnder ſome colour 
of tẽperance & iuſtice, thoſe lands which ours had defiled, by ſo 
many ordures and facriledges, for other wile there could not be 
any torce in the world, able to teſiſt Chriſtian Princes, were 
they well vnited. | 

Wee know it by the ſucceſſe of the battaile of Lepants, and 
the proweſle of George Caſtrivth, called Scanderbag, who with 
a flying campe defeated ſeauen Generals of the Turkilh army, 
in ſeauen great battailes, wherin he ſlew two thowiand men 
wich his owne hand, and in the end made Amarath ſtarke mad, 
to ſee himſelfe defied, beaten, and maimed by a petty Lord, and 
with ſo ſmall numbers. What could this braue courage haus done 
had it beene aſſiſted with men, gould, and armes, anſwerable to 
his merits ? Are you not then very ridiculous (ah Soldier when 
to be accompred valiant, you play the Cyclope, and ſaate ſeaſt 
deuotion might weaken YOU courage? Accuſe not your Reli- 
gion, fot it is holy : accuſe not deuotion, for it is innocent, Ra- 
ther accuſe your owne impiety, your owne neglect. your owne 
vn worthyneſſe of ſpirie, & your one baſenes, that is it, which 
enfeebleth you , and cauſeth that you are onely valiant to play 
the braſt. No man looſeth courage, but he that neuer had it, and 
no man hath it, ifhe beg ir not of the true God of Hoſts , Where 
ſhould weſeeke for light, butof the Sun; for water, but in Ri- 
uers; and heat, but in fire ? And wherethioka you to ind true 
ſtrengch, but with the God of the ſtrong? Themore you: ſhal- 
be vniced to him, the more able ſhall you be; not, that he will 
euer giue you, ſtrength of body, as to Mil, that you may beare 
an Oxe : but in ſeruing him, you ſhall haue from him the cou- 
age of a man, who hath his roote in reaſon, his increaſe in pie- 
ti y. and his Crowne in true glory. 
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Sect. 4. Manifef proofes , vvhich declwe; 
that Piety and Valour, are not things in- 
compatible. 


T is an intollerable thinge ſo ſee certaine young 
Roarers, who thinke to make themſelues eſtee 

yaliant by profeſſion ot Impiety, and haue (as it 

were ) but one ſhame, with is not to be ſhameleſſe 

at all, as if we had neuer ſeene, nor as yet was euet 

heardin the world, of Souldiers furniſhed before God, and men 

with great, and divine vertues, who faile not to be, as coura- 

ious as Lions. Let vs not ſeatch out Saints of the Martyrologe, 

| et vs only behold among a thouſand, one man, whoſe life was 

very latly printed, written in a low ſtile , I meane the Maribel 

Monſieur Boucicavt, who flouriſhed in France ynder Charles the fixt. Theſe 

| Godefroy perry Rodomonts, who make boaſt of duels ( meerecowar- 

— ice couered with an opinion of courage ) durſt not behold this 

| | this. writ. Captaine without doing that, which heretofore was done to 

| ten by an the Statues of the Sun, that is, to put finger on the mouth, and ad- 

| auccient mite. For not to.ſpeake of his other acts of proweſle, itis he, who 

Authour . was preſent at that furious battaile, which Batazet the Turkiſh 

Emperour waged againſt the King of Hungery ; where there 

| The mar- were many French men, the Duke of Burgendy, then called the 

ſhall Bou- Count of Newers, being there in perſon. 

cicant. The hiſtory faith, that the Turke comming to fight with 

a dreadfull forces , began ſo furious a charge, the aire being thic- 

_ — ned with a blacke cloud of arrowes, that the Hungarians, who 

FE a, Were reputed good Souldiers, much trembled at this afſault, and 

Souldier. fled away. The French, who euer had learned in all battailes 

to yanquith, or dy. ynwilling ſo much as to heare any (peach of 

the name of flight, pierced into the Turkiſh army, notwith- 

ſanding the ſtakes, and pyles fixed in the earth to Be „as hin- 

detances, and attended by ſome other troopes , brake the van- 

Kada Turkes, by the counſell and example of this braue 

| 3 Whergat Bajazgt, much amazed turned his backe, at 

| e which 


——_ 
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with tyme it was tould him, there was but a very litle handfull 
of French men, who made the greateſt refiſtance, and that it 
were belt to aſſault them. He who kept his battalions very freſh 
returneth, and came to fall ypon theſe poore Souldiers, now ex- 
tremly =_ Neuer did angry Lion exerciſe ſuch violent force 
amongſt the lauelins of hunters, as was then the proweſſe ſeene 
to thine in thisgenerous Captaine. For he hauing no further 
purpoſe, but to ſel] his owne skinne, and thoſe of his compa- 
nions,as deare as he could, ſo negligently betrayed , he with the 
French Caualry, and ſome few other people, who ſtucke to 
him, did ſuch feats of armes , that it was thought twenty thou- 
ſand Turkes were ſlaine in the place; Inthe end this prodigious 
multitude , able to weary out the moſt hardy, although ir had 
beene but to cut them to peeces, did ſo neerly encompaſſe our 
French, that the Count Neuert, with Marſhall Boucicant, and the 
moſt worthy gan—_ were there taken priſoners. 
The next day 


brought before him, to drench himſclf in bloud and vengeance, 
which he ſo paſſionatly loued. 

Neuer was ſpectacle ſcene more worthy of compaſſion : the 
prone Lords, who had done wonders in armes, able to moue 
ygars, were led( as it were) halfe naked, ſtraitly bound with 
cords and fetters; no tegard being had, eyther to their bloud, 
which was noble; nor youth which was pittifull, nor their be- 
hauior moſt ratiiſhing; theſe Saracens (vgly and horrible asdeuils) 
held them before the face of the Tyrant; who in the wincke of 
an eye, cauſed theirthroats to be cut at hus feete, as if he meant to 

carrouſe their bloud. | 
The Count Nexers, with two other Counts of Ewe, and 
Marche, had now their heads vndet the Symitary, and their lives 
hung but (as it were) at a threed , when Bajazer hauing heard 
by his interpreters, that they were neere kinſmen to the King of 
France, he cauſed them to bereſerued, comaunding they thould 

fit on the ground at his ſeete, where they were enforced to 

hold the ntable burchery of their Nobility. 
The valiant Marſhall Boucicant in his turne was produced, 
couered with a litle linnea cloth, to ———— — 
| t ©JG 


after this diſmal! batraile, Baiazet fitting ynder Horrible 
a pauillion ſpred for him in the field, cauſed the priſoners to be ſpeRacle, 
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dyes of fo many valiant men: he who was wiſe & particulerly 
inſpired by God in this ax ua „ made aſigne with his fins 
rs before Bax t, who vnderſtood not his language, as it he 
would declare himſelfe the kinſman of the Count of Newers , 
who beheld him withan ey ſo pittitull, that it was of power to 
rent rocky barts . Baiazet being perfuaded by this ſigne that he 
was of the bloud Royall, cauled him to be let apart , to remaine 
a priſoner ; where he afterward by his great prudence endea- 
uoured the liberty of thoſe noble Gentlemen, and his 6wne. 
I cannot thinke theſe petty Nouices of war will compare them- 
ſelues to the valout of this man, accompliſhed with ſuch herot- 
gue proweſſe. | : 
Piety of a - Let Vs come ( if it pleaſe you ) to conſider him at leafure, 
er, Whether he were of the number of thoſe, who, proſeſſe them- 
ſelues wicked, that they may ſeeme valiant. He was a man, who 
in tyme of peace, whilſt he gouerned the Citty of Genoe , dayly, 
heard two maſſes, with ſo exemplar deuotion , that he neuer 
ſuffered any man to ſpeake to him in the Church; where he 
ſayd the office with ſingular attention, for which he accommo- 
dated his company, that you ſhould neuer ſee, the leaſt action of 
vncomlineſſe in diuine ſeruice, which he did not ſeuerely pu- 
nich. But the Hiſtorian addeth, that who had beheld his people 
at Maſſe, would rather thinke he ſaw Religious men, then Soul- 
diets. Noble-men are of power to bend their families to what 
they pleaſe, were it not that through ſoftneſſe of ſpirit they many 
ty mes giue way to the torrent; and contenting themſe lues to be 
good, make all the reſt naught by the eaſineſſe of their natures. 
I (peake netheere to you of a Canonized Saint, a Hermit, a 
Religious man, a Prieſt ; I ſpeake of a Marſhall of Francs, of a 
moſt axdent wariour , 
Notable Bchald I pray, whether Piety be mcompatible with armes. 


deuotion This braue Captaine happily made his will, diſpoſing of all his. - 


of a Soul- deuotions, his affaires, and charge; ech day he executed ſome 
dier. part hereof , doing all the good he could during bis life, not ex- 
pecting the caſuall portions of others piety , as thoſe, who cauls 
the torch to be carried behind , to light them, when they haue 
loſt their eyes; and indeed neuer do well, but when they are in a 
I ²˙o»- — 
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med himſelſe very particuletly of the neceſſities of the baſhtull 

ore, ſet their names done in his Regiſters, as the tareſt pieces 
of his Cabinet, appointed on euery fide his almes, to poore Re- 
ligious, to widdowes, to Orphanes, to needy Souldiers, name- 
ly to thoſe, who through inability of old age, & ſickneſſe, could 
labour no more. He viſited Hoſpitalls, giuing according to his 
meanes, round ſummes of money to furniſh and accommodate 
them; if he walked in the ſtreets, he euer had charity in his hands 
that himſelfe might giue all, that he could, for he therin tooke a 
fngular contentment: and never was he ſeenc to be ſo metry, as 
when he had diſtributed good ſtore of money, this was his hun- 
ting. his game, his delight. 

He bare a ſingular deuotion towards the Friday, in memory 
of the paſſion of our Sauiour; and whilſt he was able, did cate 
nothing on that day, but fruits, and pulſe, abſteining from all 
that, which had participated tothe life of beaſts , — cloathed 
himſelfe lik wiſe with a molt ſimple habite, defirousto ſhe ex- 
teriorly ſome taſt of the reuerence, which we owe to the bloud 
of the ſonne of God. Beſides abſtinencies commaunded, he ordi- 
natily faſted the Saturday, which is dedicated to the memory of 
the bleſſed Virgin. He neuer fed at his repaſt, but on one diſh, & 
though he had great quantity offiluer veſſels, he cauſed him- 
ſelfe to be ſerued in pewter, and earth, being glorious in pu- 
blique , and in his particular, an enemy of worldly pompes, 
and vanities. 

I leaue you to thinke , how much this kind of life is alĩena- 
ted from the curious Nobility, to whom we mult dayly giue ſo 
many priuiledges, and diſpenſations,thatit ſeemes for their ſake 
to be needfull to create another Chriſtendome , beſides that, 
which hath beene eſtabliſhed by the ſonne of God. A man 
would ſay, to ſee how they pamper their bodies, they were deſ- 
cended from heauen, and that thither they ſhould returne, not 

paſſing through the ſepulcher ; for they deify it , and to fatten 
and guild adunghill couered with ſnow , ſport with the bloud, 
and ſweat of men. 

Superfluity of taſt being ſo well repreſſed, all wentin true 


cultome 


Sage gos 
. — e 
meaſure, in the houſe of this good Marſhall: his retinue was yery — 


well entettained according to his * had a very ſolemne ly, 
B 


To pay 
his debts. 


& ſingular 
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cuſtome by him Religiouſly obſerued, which was ſpedily to pay 
his debis, & as much as he might poſſible to be engaged to none. 
It is no {mall vertue, nor of (leight importance, it we conſider 
the Nobility at this tyme, ſo eaſily ng fed in great Labyrinths 
of debts , which dayly encreaſe like huge balls of ſnow that fall 
from mountaines, and which require ages, and golden mynes 
ro diſcharge them. 

Is it not a moſt inexcuſable cruelty before God and men, to 
ſee a buſy Merchant, a needy Artificer , euery day to multiply 
his iourneys, and ſteps, before the gate of a Lord, ora Lady, who 
beate his ſweat, and bloud in the playtes of theirgarments? And 
inſteed of giuing ſome ſatisfaction ypon his molt juſt requeſts, 
it is tould him, he is an importunate fellow, and he many times 
menaced with baſtonadoes, if he deſiſt not to demaund his owne 
goods? Is not this to liue like a Tartarian ? Is not this to degrade 
ones ſelfe from Nobility, Chriſtianity , and Reaſon? Is not this 
to thruſt the knife into the throate of Houſes, andgntire Fami- 
lies? Alledge not vnto me, that it is impoſlible for you to pay at 
that tyme, what is demaunded: why well forſceing your one 
impotency , haue you heaped yp debts, which cannot be diſ- 
charged? Why do you not rather admit the leſli ning of your port? 
Why cut you not off ſo many ſuperfluous things ? Are not your 
ſianes odious enough before God, but you muſt encreaſe them 
with the mar:ow of the poore?From:hence ariſeth the contempt 
of your perſons, the hatred of your name, the breaches , & ruine 
of your houſes. This man in well paying his debts was ſerued, 
and reſpected of his officers, like a litle deity: there was no need 


+ doubt, nor to make a falſe ſtep into his houſe, neuer would 


he ſuffera vice, or a bad ſeruant, were it to gaine an Empire. 

Blaſphemyes, oathes, lyes, ſlaunders, games, quarrels, and ſuch 

like ordures were baniſhed from his Pallace, as Monſters ; and if 
he found any of his family in fault, he diſmiſſed them, leaſt they 
ſhould infect the other; yet not ſcandalizing them, nor diuulging 
their offences. At the table he ſpake litle, and did voluntarily 
entertayne himſelſe with example of vertues, in the liues of No- 
blemen, not opening his mouth to diſcourſe of his owne pro- 
per actes, but with fingular Sobriety. In his marriage he demea- 
ned himſelſe moſt chaltly , and had ſuch a hortout᷑ againſt im- 


purity, 
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purity, that he would not ſo much as keep a Seruant, who had 
a luſttull eye. 

Behold the cauſe, why paſſing one day on horsbacke through 
the itreets of the Citty of Genoa , as a Lady preſented her ſelſe at 
her window to combe herhaire, and one of the gentlemen of 
the Marthals trayne ſeeing her treſſes very bright, and beauti- 
full cried out, Oh what 4 goodly bead of bane | ſtaying to bebold 
her. The Lord looked back on him with a ſeuere eye laying: 1t is 
not well done; it is not fit, that from the houſe of 4 Gourrnour, \s wanton 
eye should be ſeene to glaunce. 

In this point, & all the reſt which concerned the commerce, 
and repoſe of Citizens, he rendred ſo prompt, and exact iuftice, 
that it was a prouetbe amongſt thoſe of Genos , when any one 
was offended, to ſay to him, who had wronged him: If you 
will not right me , my Lord Marsball hall. The other vnderſtandin 
it, oft tymes rather choſe, to ſubmit himſelſe to right, then — 
acondemnation , which was incuitable. He ſo by this meanes 
gained th opiniõ of the people, that the inhabitants of the 
Citty ſent to the King, beſeeching he might cõtinue the gouern- 
ment to the end of his dayes: which hauing obteined, it ſeemed 
to them, they had drawne an Angell from Heauen, t ofix him 
at the ſterne of their Common wealth. 

At the tyme that the Emperour of Conſtantinople ( then diſ- 

ſlefſed of one part of his Empire by the great Turke) came 
into France, to demaund ſuceour, and had obicined of the King 
tw¾elue hũdred men, defrayed for a yeare : many widdow-ladies 
were ſeene at the Court, who complained of iniuſtices, and op- 
pteſſions by them endured after the death of their husbands; 
wherby this good Marſhall was ſo moued with compaſſion, that 
with much fredome he inſtituted an Order of knights tor the de- 
fence of afflicted Ladies, which he ſurnamed the Order of the 
white Lady, becauſe they who made proſeſſi on of it, bare a ſcut= 
chion of gold enameled with greene, and theron the figure of a 
Lady in colour white: thus ſought he by all occaſions to do 
good, and ſhewed himſelfe a great enemy of idlenelſle, the very 
moth of myndes. He ordinarily roſe early in the morning ,and 
ſpent about three houres in prayer, & diuine ſeruice: at the end 
whereof he wentto Coun > which laſted till dinner * 
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After his repaſt he gave audience to all thoſe, that would ſpeake 
with him vpon their affaires, not failing to behold his Hal dayly 
full of people, whome he ſpeedily diſpatched , contenting every 
one with anſweres {wgetand reaſonable; from thence ke retired 
to write letters, and to giuethat order to his officers which his 
pleaſure Was ſhould be obſerued in 9.2 affaite: and if he had 
no other Employment, he went to Veſpers. At hig returne he 
tooke ſome paines, then finiſhipg the reſt of his office, ended the 
day. The Sundayes, and Holy Dayes, either he went on foote 
in ſome Pilgtimage of deuotion, or cauſed the life of Saints, or 
other Victories whe read , dayly more, and moreto diſpoſe his 
manners vnto ycrtue . When he matched in thefield he had an 
admirable way, not tg oppreſſe any of his company, nor would 
he permit, euen in the land of an enemy, that, the leaſt diſtur- 
bance thould be giuen to Ecclefiaſtickes. 

Behould you not heerea life worthy of a French Caualier ? 
Oh Nobility , this man was not a petty Royſter, who makes 
boaſt to fightin a meadow ; but a Souldier , who during the 
wars with the Engliſh kept the field of batraile, three times, 
thirty dayes together againſt thoſe braue Souldiers , who would 
oppoſe him; from whence he went out, all ſparkling with glory 
and wonders. 

I would here willingly add a Bertrand of Gueſclin, Count of 
Longueuill, and Conſtable of France; whole lite Moxnſiear Me- 
nard hath giuen vs, written by a pen of that auncient age,in old 
language: you ſhall ſee a man, who after he had ſolemnly de- 
dicated in the offertory of a Maſſe his ſoule, body, and armes, 
at the aultars, fought fix or ſeauen tymes hand to hand, exerciſed 
ſtrange feats af battell and armes; ſtood in the midſt of combats, 
cold, and confident (as in his chamber] being otherwiſe turi- 
ous, ſtrong, and ſtout in the preſſe, You ſhould ſee a man ſage in 
counſayles, prompt in execution, whonie an enemy found neer 
at hand, when he thought him thirty leagues off. A man in all 
things els free from fraud, or diſſimulation, cheerfull, curteous, 
obliging, and liberall of bis owne, employing his moueables, 
and the iewelꝭ of his wiſe, for telieſe of poore Souldiers. Then 
you may iudge, whether to be yaliant you may liue in the Court 
of a Chriſtian Prince, like a licle Turke ? where is you iudgmet? 
and where your reaſon? Sect, 
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A Do affure my ſelfe ſome will not forget to tell — — 
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that to be valiant men of the rymes, you muſt be „on of 
” OT outragious in flauaders, in blaſphemies in auda- Rodomõ- 
22 55 clous Words, ih duells, challenges / Which are the tado's, & 
SITE mighty valours of this age . Well chen (my Soul- Does. 
| diet) following thiscourſe you will learneto ſweare , & blaſ- 
pheme- I ſpeake not how great this crime is, nor how much you 
render your tongue punithable in diſpofing it to this language 
of denifls: dut I will ſay one thing, which is very certaine, thoſe 
which ſeeke for glory out of yice, haue not alwayes beene made 
eminently proſperous. All which you may do in purchaſing hel 
by theſe execrable oathes, wilbe to acquire the gaodly qualities 
ota baſe clowne. 
And as concerning Duells, I yndoubted]y hold, that if this 
infamous Souldier, who hath abuſed you, were willing io ſpea- 
ke the truth, which his confcience would dictate to him. he ta - Authors 
ther giues it you for an honeſt couenure ofcowardice, then for of cuels. 
| true yalour. The world is no more ſo doltiſh, as to meaſure cou- 
rage by the modell of Moores, ſlaues, and horte-boyes, who were 
the firft executours of theſe butcheries, 
How would you haue ys petſwaded. that a confuſed maſſe 
of thele petty mutiners , that haue nothingels in their monthes, 
but theſe Duels., may be yaliant men? Wee are not ſo ignorant, 
but that we well know , Courage neuer makes 'alliance 
With ſeruitude, and effeminacy. And the moſt part of this kind 
of men, are ſeruile ſpirit ho ſubmit to an infinite number of 
ſhameful, and rannicatl lawes, for a litle ſmoake . They are Laſineſſe. 
bodyes withere | with lazineſſe, who are many rimesentangled 
\ in their garters, and ſtand in need to haue ringes for winter, and 
| ſommet to change according to the ſeaſons « 
IT bey feare the launcet of the Fargeon. they cry out aloud : 
fora ſleight feuer, and will needs be tended like women in child- M 1, 
bed. Imagine with your ſelfe, what yalour can be herein were 4. 
they beaten; and ſtampt into pow der in a mortez. A hundred of 
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ſuch like Rodomonts would not make vp one halfe ounce of 
warlike fortitude, Bay there is a litle deſpaire, and rage, which 
boileth in a paſſionate bart to counterfeit vertue. God forbid we 
ſhould take chaffe for gold, hemlocke for parſley, or an Ape for 
a man. We know valour by report of great Captaines, reſteth in 
maturedeliberation,and coolenes, as in it's true element: when 
I behould one of thele filly braggards, who haſtneth to the field, 
for a baſe feare of ſome ſhame , or pon ſome liuer- heat. Which 
Daell like tormẽteth him, I make as much reckoning of it, as it I ſaw an an- 
to the cir- gry Hen, Do you thinke Sichem was acouragious man for endu- 
cumciſion ring to be circumciſed tor the loue of Dina? My opinion is, it was 
of oichem an act of much cowardice to permit himſelte tobe cut with a ra- 
zor in the moſt ſhamefull part of his body, to pleaſe a ſilly fe- 
male lew, who when it was done, had great cauſe to turne this 
painfull ſacrifice into ſcorne and laughter, This poore Courtyer 
Ts to ſatisfy ſome wily wench , fora fooliſh imagination of point 
of honour, haſteneth to be cut a peeces in the field : vn happy 
man, he thinketh to marry Dina, and findes Proſerpins : he pro- 
poſeth to himſelfe a worldly glory, that may rancke him, in the 
number of the valiant , & meeteth a bloudy death, which at one 
| blow killeth body and ſoule. Let me dye, if it be not the poo- 
Bn reſt thing to behold them in ſuch aduentures. For if one did ſee 
them, they would make thoſe burſt with laughing at their idle- 
f neſſe, who had a deſire to bemoane their miſery. I haue drawn 
Id from this maſſacre, ſuch as were more amazed then a bridled 
| ooſe, and more ghaſtly , then a dead man toute dayes after his 
1 erall, taken from his ſepulcher. Theſe filly creatures endured 
1 all this to make a wretched bruit runne yp and downe in Paris 
| that they were in the end beaten, and had with ſo many could 
| ſweats of death done that, which, their Lackeys, who are ſom- 
it | what more ſtupid, would a hundred tymes with more willing- 
4 neſſe of hart haue yndertaken. Behold you not, who is worth 
= eyther of compaſſion, or contempt? Since youflatter them wich 
'' a pretext of courage, Which you enforce them to purchaſe ata 
i coſtly tate. When you applaude ſuch actions, and tell how braue 
's a combat was performed behind the Charterhouſe, & that both 
ofthem came thither with much reſolution, youare men guil 
of bloud: it ſhould ſuffice you, to haue your iudgments ſo dull, 
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in the eſtimation which ought to be made ypon yalour, without 
rendring your tongues ſo tragicall . Their trembling {words 
would become yery lazy toconſummate the miſtery ot furies, if 
your words armed not deſpaire, to play out the reſt of the game. 
Perhaps you will ſay, you know thoſe that are beaten in 
Duell. who notwithſtanding were valiant in armies. I deny not 
this. I affirme not, that a valiant man cãnot be beaten in Duell; 
but I deny, that he is valiant, ſimply ſo to be beaten in Duell. 
Dauid had beene an adulterer, and became a Saint; but it is not 
for hauing beene an adulterer, that he was a Saint; nor ſhal any 
one haue the reputation of yalour among vnderſtanding men, 
for committing a crime. For if this Duell were euer an infalli- 
ble marke of courage, I demaund whertorehaue we ſcene thoſe, 
who haue ſhewed themſelues moſt importunate to prouoke o- 
thers to combat, moſt fiery to haſten thither, moſt factious to 
be herein opinionatiue; and in the meane = , when they ca- 
me to bearearmes, where they muſt witneſſe true yalour for the 
ſeruice of their Prince, ſuch encounters haue happened , where 
they ſo deſpairingly ran off, that they haue paſſed through for- 
reſt two leagues ouer, and not ſeene a tree in it, ſo much af- 
frighted they were. It is not neceſſary to name them (happily ) 
they are already too much renowned in the Hiſtoryes ot the ti- 
mes. And yet you will make much account of theſe goodly 
ſwaſhbacklers, Aſſure your ſelte the moſt part of thoſe, who ſhew 
ſuch boyling fury in theſe barbarous acts, are as Lunatiques, poſ- 
ſeſſed with an euill ſpirit : you would be amazed to ſeea litle 
irle ſo ſtrong, that there muſt be twenty men to hould her. 
ro whence I pray hath ſhe this force, but that the hath the de- 


uill in her body? Andtell me, a young Gentleman, who many of the poſ- 
times hath father, mother, wife, children, honours, riches, plea- ſeſled. 


ſures in his life , would he go ypon cold bloud to depriue him 
ſelfe of all this ? would he contemne the ſacred Edits of his 
Prince, now very latly renewed by the zeale of our great Mo- 
narch? would he deſcend with open eyes into hell, if he had not 
fome blacke ſpirit of the A biſſe, which dreggeth him to the laſt 
miſchief? He doth that, for a ſleight countenance, an extraua- 
gant word, and a Caprich of ſpirit, which he would neither for 


God, the King, nor the whole world, We may well ay this is 
the 
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the malady of inferior houſei and y ou take it for yalour? A poore 
Cocks-combe ( forſooch ) called a Second, who putteth into 
iſe at the diſcretion of a crackt btaine, all that, which is 
molt deare vnto him in this world, and what he hopeth in the 
other, going to be the victime of death, ox the murtherer of a 
man, whome he neuer ſaw, ot knew ; or if he haue ſeene, or 
knowne him, ſo fat, = — loye, ot honour him, __ 7 play 
all thixgoodly prize,it he were not po with an euil ſpirit? 
Yet you —— Why do you not rather wonder — the 
countenances, the twindges, and diltorted mowings of the poſ- 
ſeſſed ? I begin to perſuade: you to reaſon (ſay you my Gallant) 
you are an enemy obthis race of Cadmus , deriued from the teeth 
of Serpents, and thinke not theſe potty wranglers of the times. 
with all their letters, and challenges haue any valour . But if a 
braue ſpirit be yrged to fight, by ſuch kind of men, ſhould he re- 
fuſe it? Verily there are mayne differences in Duels, in the cau- 
ſes which make them, & the proceedings of ſuch as execute them. 
If you muſt needs go to Duell. paſſe thereunto, as Daxid in fight 
of an army, — ot your Prince. or your Captaine, 
againſt ſome Guliab, who hath-deficd you. Go thither with in- 
tention to defend the honour of your nation, and to weaken the 
contrary faction . Behold, whois worthy . If you muſt go to 
Duell, go thither when your King, or Lord ſhall commauad 
you to accept the combat} to end ſome notable warte, and ſtay a 
eat effuſion of bloud, by the hazard ofrwo champions, He- 
old, whois glorious. But if you ſtaſten thither ypon ſome Cbi- 
mara of ſpirit, which you quality with the name of — 
ſome —— word, to which you frame an interpretation 
apainſt your ſelfe, fora cold countenance , aſurly brow , fora 
deſire which you haue to become pledge of the follies of ſome 
fellow, witleſſe, and a ſlaue to his owne pallions , if you haſten 
chither for the loue of ſome vnchaſt woman, to whome you ſa- 
crifice humane bloud , how can you be excuſable ? For if you tell 
me your honour is more precious, vnto you, then your wealth 
and life, and thetfore, that as the law of nature permtiteth you, 
to defend both your riches, & body at the point of your ſword, 
againſt a robber, & a homicide from home you cannot other- 


wile diſengage your telfe ; youhauethe Game right for i de- 
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ſence of your tatio, which is in man, as the apple in the eye. 
I caſo p — ſo ſurpt ĩaed ypon the . „ by — 
aſſaillant, who ptouoketh you, threateneth you, and thurſteth 
his (word into your fides , if you vſe not a lawfull defence, it is 
not then ſayd, —— are bound to fly, with {ome kind of ig- 
nominy -Nay I will ſay beſides, that if true honour were in- 
tereſſed in tefuſall of a challenge. he that ſhould accept it, might 
likewiſe according to the lawes of Conſcience ſeeme ſomewhat 
tollerable. But from home ought we to deriuc this eſtimation, 
and iudgment of trae Honour ? Is it from certaine ſleight brag- 
ds. and witleſſe people, who haue ſould therfſelues to pal- 
Nas , eternally to renounce prudence ? Behold goodly iudges 
of honour! Behold who well deferueth to preſcribe ynto ys the 
rule, and prize of the moſt precious thing in the world! If we 
deſired ſincerely to eſtabliſh the iudgment to be made of the 
int ol Honour, we ought to ſearch into the reſolutions of the 
Church and Ciuillians : but theſe kind of people are ſuſpected 
dy you, as being alienated from the — ot armes. Let vs 
uire it in the mouthes of wartiours. Was there euer abrauer 
Souldier then the late King of moſt famous memory? And hath 
there likwiſe euer beene a Prince more dextetous in armes, and 
more fortunate then he, that now raigneth ? Since their Edits 
condemne Duels, both in thoſe who challenge, and ſuch as are 
challenged, although much different in their proceedings; what 
do we need any other — — to decide the point of — 
But Kings, and Princes Soueraigne (ſay you ) notwithſtan- 
ding their Edidts, approue thoſe by word of mouth, who ſhew 
courage in ſuch like ations, Whodare reproach them with this? 
Who dare to tell them to their faces, that they belye their Edits 
by their particular iudgments ? Who ſees not ſuch words ate 
urpoſly iauented by thoſe men, who ſeeke for pretexts to their 
F114 liberties ? Why theſe Edicts, dictated by reaſon, agreed yn- 
to with iudgment, ſupported by luſtice , prouoked by piety; ro 
the writing ot which leſw Chriſt would contribute his one 
bloud ,to\{pare the bloud , and with it the ſoules'of ſo many, as 
arcloſt,and whome to ſave gaue yp his owne life? Where ſhould 
we learne the rule of honour, the iudgment , and will of the 
Prince, bat in Otacles, , conſigned 
wc te 
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to the memory of all ages ? I entreat you trouble my head no 
more with theſe daſtardly Combats, and deteſtable maſſacres;let 
this be no longer, but for the infamous, and melancholy bloud- 
thirſtets . One Bacher ynderſtanding that a Turkiſh Captaine had 
called his companion into Duell. What (ſayth he) are there no 
more Chriſtians? And haue not we cauſe to ſay, are there po S- 
racens, nor Moores, and other Inſidels, to turne the Edge of the 
{word againſt our entrailes ? 


Sect. 6. Againſt the ill mannage of Armes. 


RO M hence is it likewiſe, that you are taught ĩn 
time of war to play the licle Cannibal in armes, and 
to caſt nothing, but fire & bloud from your throat, 
that menaces may march before you, and hauock, 
and deſolation after. Barbarous( as you are) do 
y=u_ think becauſe you haue a ſword by your fide, you are ther- 

ore a maſter ouer the life, and bloud of mortals? Neuer was iron 
drawne out of the entrails of the earth, eyther againſt wilde 
beaſts ot men, who are worſe then beaſtes; and you employ it 
to torment innocent people, whome you ought to protect vn- 
der your winges. It is a ſtrange thing, that men ho are made 
for the ſupport of men, and who are not ſtronge, but for defence 
of the feeble, are now adayes more pernicious, then wolues, 
haile, Serpents, inundations, fire, plagues, and famines . Behold 
that, which maketh warfare odious, behold that which diſgra- 
ceth an honourable profeſſion , behold that which powereth - 
pon the heads of great ones who countenance ſuch actions, the 
cups of Gods anger, mingled with gaule, worme-wood , and 
poiſon of Dragons, 

The teares of poore labourers, widdowes , and Orphans, 
which are ſcene to beenforced by thoſe ſame, who entitle them- 
ſelues frends, with cruelties, thatwould juſtify the Saracens, and 
Moores, ceaſe not to mount to the throne of God, to aske ven- 
geance on thoſe, who to ſatisfy their ambitions, glut their a 
rites, and fiſh in troubled waters , enkindling wats — 
temerarious, and yniult ; not regarding the diſorders , which 
| ordinarily 
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erdinatily ariſe from theſe wicked Counſels.Oh God, it is a vi ry 
great matter, that a man can make a hundred thouſand ſwords 
to be vatheathed in an inſtant , which haue no eyes to (ee, 
where they ſtrike , nor handes to pull them back, when they 
once haue receiued motion. 
That a man, who hath but one life, ſhould expiateſo many 
deathes , ſo many violences, ſo many outrages, as are commit- 
ted by the vnbridled Souldiers! Much courage mult be neceſſa- 
rily vſed, to make military diſcipline be obſerued,and if theſe ſu- 
rious corruptions cannot be hindred, it were better to abandon 
the charges, and commaunds, then tocyment them yp with the 
bloud, and teares of ſo many miſerable ſacrifices. 
The braue Belliſarius , who was one of the moſt excellent 
Captaines in the world, hauing cauſed two Souldiers to be em- ſugtice of 
led for ſome crime, ſeeing others ro murmur at it : Kno ſayth Belliſarius 
e ) I am come to fight with the armes of Religion, and Iuftice , without and Aure - 
which we can expet3 neither victory, nor happmes . I defire my Souldier: lianus, 
thould haue their hands cleane to Kill an enemy. Neuer will | ſufſer any man 
in myne army, that bath fingers crooked, or bloudy, were be m armes 45 ter- Procop. i, 
rible as lightning. Force 11 of no worth, if it baue not equity for Companion. : de 
Heare a Souldiet ſpe ake, he might perhaps haue learned the ſa- a 
me leſſon from the Emperour Aurelian, why wrote to one of his, 
Lieutenants My friend. I theu wilt be a Captaine, nay if thou wilt line, 7,» 
conteine thy Souldiers im their duty . I will not, that a peaſant ſo much as — 
complaine that he bath beene wronged in the valew of a Chicken , nor that 
any bath taken 4 grape from bi: vine without bus permiſſion . 1 will mal 
bim gin an account euen to agraine of ſalt, er a drop of ojle vniuſtly ex- 
ated. I deſire my Souldiers should be rich with ſpoiles of enemies, and not 
the teares of my SubieRts, | would haue them carry their riches vpon their 
ſwords, not inte their Cabbins . 1 would have them chaſt in the houſes of 
their bofles , and that there be no ſpeech of any quarrels. And is not that 
ſtrange which Marcus Scaurus writeth to haue ſeene Regiments, 
encamped round about a greac tree laden with fruite , and the Excellent 
Souldiers to depart the next morning, not doing ſo much wrog, diſcipline, 
as to take one apple from the Maiſter of the place? And who 
would not be amazed at that which Lampridiw ſpeaketh of Alex- 
ander Senerus, that his Souldiers marched to the Perſian war, Ike 
Senatouts, and that the Countrey Pealants loued them, as their 
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brothers, and honoured their Emperour, as a God? Ts it nota 
mamfull thing. that Infidels muſt teach ys a leſſon of modeſty, 
and that this Alexander, who had learned a leſſon from Chri- 
ſtians, which was nottodo that to another, which we would 
not haue done to our ſelues, obſerued it ſo exactly euen in the li- 
berty of armes, that he thereby became (as it were) euen ado- 
red by his ſubiects ? And in the meane time we behold Gentle- 
men, Who neuer hauing wanted good precepts, exerciſe ty tã- 
nies on their ſubiects, both in peace and war, ſuch as Sti, 
and Arabians would abhorre to do. War cannot now adayes be 
made, but that it ſeemes Attila with his army is raiſed vp, once 
more to pillage France. It is not enemyes, they ſeeke to far riſe, 
but purſes; and they are euer criminall enough, who haue ſome, 
though but ſmall commodities) to looſe. I know not where to 
ecke ferthis ynhappineſle , to ſinde it in it's ſource . The Soul- 
dierexcuſeth himſelfe ypon neceſlicy,the Captaine complaineth 
of payment, the one filcheth , and the other quarelleth , whilſt 
the diſorder is immortall. 

O braue, and yalorous Caualliers , ought not you herein to 
ſecond the good intentions of our great King, and baniſh ſuch 
infamies , not onely from France, but even from the memory of 
men If youdeſireto ſee, how you are to beate your ſelfe in war, 
I will not go about to ſeeke out a S. Martin for you. Behold a 
man, Whoſe lite not long ſince hath beene publithed to ſetue as 
a modell for the Nobility : we y et touch him (as it were) with a 
finger. For he died ynder the raigne of Francis the firſt, having 
ſerued three Kings in their Armies, the ſpace of two, and thirty 

ears. It is the valiant Terrail, otherwiſe called Cheualier Bayard, 
— in Daulpbine. I willingly make vſe of his example; both 
becauſe one of our moſt warlike King, the ſonne of Francis the 
firſt , would needs be knighted by his hand, to witneſſe the ho- 
nour he bare to his valour, as alſo, for that I ſee therein many 
noble paſſages , which reſſent the vertue of a true French Soul- 
dier. He was a couragious Captayne of excellent direction, ya- 
liant, and magnanimous, of whome was ſayd, that he had the 
aſſault of the wild bull, the defence of the bore, and flight of the 
wolfe. I ſet afide his warlike deeds, I take ſome of his yertues , 
which 1 here will make vſe of. This royall courage had no other 
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in armes, but the glory of God, the ſeruĩce of his Prince, 

e honour of his profeſſion: whereof we hade an ample teſti- Military 
mony ,in a ſhort Elogy, Which his Secretary made ypon him, vertucsof 
faying ; that after theſe two, and thirty yeares ſeruice, he dyed a braue 
(as it were) as poore as he was borne. Much is ſpoken herein, & kr _ 

I thinke Bayard more glorious vnder this Title, then if he had 599/917, 
borne the Dutchy of Millan on his backe . He had the true piet 
of a good Souldier : For encry morning he prayed to God moſt 
deuoutly, and would not permit any man ſhould enter into his 
Chamber, during che tyme of his deuotions : he was ſo obedient 
to thoſe, who commaunded in the army, that he neuer refuſed 
any commiſſion impoſed ypon him. Yea well foreſeeing, that 
the laſt charge enioyned him, by the admirall Bonniuet was moſt 
daungerous, and( as it were) —.— yet he went thither, ſa- 
crificing his life tothe commaundements of the lieutenant of his 
Prince, that he might not digreſſe from his ordinary cuſtome. 
There was he there ſlayne, by the moſt generous maner of death 
that might happen to any Captayne of his quality. He was a 
lion in armes, who with a _ + company of men, ſelected b 
him, and trayned to this Profeſſion , wrought ſuch admirab 
effeRs, that there was not a battayle wonne, of which he was 
not euer the principall cauſe. Neuer was any man more terrible 
to an enemy in the conflict; but out of it, it was ſayd, he was 
one of the moſt affable, and courteous men of the earth. He was 
ſo illa flatterer of great men, that to gaine a Kingdom he would 
not be drawne to ſpeake any thing, but reaſon. His practiſe 
was tohonour the vertuous, ſpeake litle of the vitious, leſſe alſo 
of his deeds of armes, neuer to ſweare , do fauours to all who 
—— it, as willingly, as if himſelte were to receyue the be- 
nefit; to giue ſecret almes according to his ability, in ſuch ſort, Maruey- 
that it is written, that he beſides his other acts of piety, marryed lous con- 
at the leaſt a hundred young maydes. Behold of what elements iempt of 
his ſoule was inwardly compoſed. As for the manner of his car - Money 
riage in the warre, he as lie cared for money, as the durt of 
the earth, and defired not to haue any, but to giue. Witneſle 
an act of great liberality , which is related of him. He by fayre 
law of armes tooke a Spaniſh Treaſurer, who carryed with bim 
fifteene thouſand ducats; one of his Captaynes named Tardien , 
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ſwore, enraged with choller, that he would haue part of the 
booty, becauſe he was in the expedition. This good Captaine 
ſmiling ſayd to him: It is true, you were of the enterpriſe , but 
are not to ſhare in the booty; and were it ſo, you are vndet my 
charge, I thertore will giue, what I thinke good. This man en- 
tred into more violent fury, and went to complaine tothe Ge- 
nerall, who hauing well conſidered the buſines, adiudged it 
wholly to Bayard. He cauſed his Ducats to be carried to a place 
of fatty, and commaunded them to be ſpred on a Table, in pre- 
ſence of all his people, ſaying to them: Companions, what thin- 
ke you? Do you not here behold fine lunketts? Poote Tardies, 
who had beene put by his pretenſions, by cxpreſle ſentence of 
his Captaines, looked on this money with a ĩealous eye, and 
fayd: If he had the halſe of it he would all his life be an honelt- 
man. Doth that depend on this, faith this braue Spirit? Hold, I 
willingly giue, that, which you by force could neuer obtay nel, 
and ſo 22 at the ſame inſtant ſeauen thouſand ſiue hundred 
ducats to be told out to him. The other. who in the beginning 
pers. — it was but a meere mockery ; when he ſaw it to be in 
earneſt , and himſelſe in poſſeſſion of that he deſired. He 
caſt himſelfe on both his knees at the feete of Bayard, hauing 
aboundant teares of joy in his eyes, and cried out, Alas my Mai- 
ſter, my friend, you haue ſurpaſſed the liberality of Alexander, 
how ſhall I euer be able, to acknowledge the benefit, which [ 
at this time do receiue at your hands ? Hold your peace ( ſayd 
this incomparable — I had power I would do much more: 
and therupon cauſing all the Souldiers of the garriſon to be cal- 
led, he diſtributed the reſt of the Ducats, not keeping one ſole 
Deneere for his oe vſe. 
I aske of you whether this ſame were not a hart of pearle, 
wherin there could not one leaſt blemiſh of auarice be found ? 
Yea alſo when he paſſed through the coũtrey, euen in a land of 
conqueſt, he payd his expence . And one ſaying vnto him, Sir, 
this money is loft: for at your departure from hence, they will 
An execs). ſet this place on fire . He anſwered, ({ Sirs) I do what I ought, 
lent a& of God hath not put me into the world to liueby Rapine. 
Cheualizce Purſuing this courſe, he did an act at the taking of Breſiia a 
Bayard. Citty in Ita, for euer memorable, which I will here deduce ( as 
it 
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it were ) in the ſame termes, as it is couched in his hiſtory. Which 
is, that being ſet in the head of the Perdu's , he firſt entred , and 

aſſed the Rampire , where he was grieuouſly hurt in the top of 
bis thigh, with the thruſt of a pike. So that the Iron ſtuck in the 
wound, he nothing terrified, ſaid to Captaine Molard ; I amſlayne, 
but it is no matter, let your men march confidently, the towne is wonne, 
Hereupon two Souldiers bare him out of the throng , and ſeing 
the wound ſtreamed forth much bloud , they pulled off their 
ſhirts, and rent them to bind vp his thigh; then in the fuſt houſe 
they hit vpon, they tooke a litle doore of the hindges, and layd 
their poore Captaine ypon it,to beate him the more calily.From 
thence they went directly. to a great houſe , which. they ſuppo- 
ſed to be very conuenient, for his accommodation. It belonged 
to an honeſt Gentleman, who was retired into a Monaſtery, to 
auoidthe fury of Souldiers. For the Saccage of this City was ſo 


dreadful, that there were reckoned as well of Venetian, who de- 


fended ir, as Burgeſſes to the number of twenty thouſand (layne. 
The Lady ſtayed in this houſe with two faite daughters, ho 


had hidden themſelues, in abarte yader hay. As they knocked * 
at the gate the mother _— herſelfe v ith veſolution. o bh * 


it, & beholdeth a Capraineal-bloudy, borne vpon this plancke, 
ho preſently ſet guards about his lodging, and demaunded a 


— 


lace to retire vnto. The Lady leadeth him into the faireſt cham- 
; where ſhe caſt her ſelſe at his feet , and ſayd: {Sir y I offer this _ 


bouſe ynto you , & all Su it for bell known is yours by the law of 
Armes. | ohely beg of you, yau will be pleaſed to ſane me, and mine bonouy, 
and that , of tos pre mayds ready to marry, which iy bunband, and 1 
baus bad betweene ys. The Captaine anſwered: Madam, | do not kyow 
whether I daall eſcape this wound, or no: Bus I faitbſully promiſe you i 


1 line, there chalbe no intary done to jou, ner your daighters, ng more then 


to miu one perſon. Onely keep ibm in your Chamber, and le; them, nog 
be ſcene; ſend for your husband, and aſſure your ſeife pon haue 4 gucil. who 
u de you all courteſy poſitble . I be Lady much comforted to heare 
him ſpeake in that manner, obeyed; and employed all her care 
. him good entertamment. S he preſently perceived tbe had 

ged an honeſt man, when ſheſau the Duke ol N,, the 
braue Gaſton de Foix General of the Army come dal 10 vit him. 
and that theſe men ina Citty of Conqueſt, ſpake of paying — 
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all they had taken. The good Holtes weited on him, as an An- 
ot Heaven, ſo much honour, and yerwe (aw the to ſhine in 
hum. When he was cured, and that he ſpake ot diſlodgiug to be 
preſent at the battaile of Ragenne, where his General pallionatly 
deſired him, the Lady, who accounted her ſelle, as his priſoner, 
with her husband, and children, confidecing it het gueſt would 
rigorouſly vſe her, he might draw ten, or twelue thouſand 
crownes from her;reſalued to giue him a preſent, & comming 
into his chamber, with a ſeruant of hers, who carried alitle ſteele 
box, the preſently threw herſelfe at his feete, but he readil 
raiſed her vp againe , not ſuffering ſhe ſhould ſpeake one word, 
till ſhe was (cated by him; at which time the made this (peach 
welb obſcrucd by tic of Bayard, 
» © - ( Sir )chefauour which Ged-hath afforded me in the taking 
» *f this Citty, by ſending you into this houſe, which is wholy 
» yours, hath not beene leſle, then the preſeruacion of the life of 
my husband, mine-owne., and that of my daughters, with their 
honour, which: they ought to eſteeme more pretious, then life. 
„ Bolides your people haus lined with ſuch cemper heere in my 
® houſe, that being not able tocomplaine of any iniury, I hause 
» cauſefor euer to commend their modeſty. 
»  { Sir) tam not ſo ignorant of the condition, whereunts 
» the miſery ot war hath reduerd vs, as not very well to (ce, that 
mij trysband, myſelfe, and children, are your priſoners,and that, 
Al the goods in the houſe, ate at your diſcretion to be GIS 
of, to yourgood hiking . But knowing the nobleneſſe of your 
gart, which is incomparable, I am come moſt humbly to be- 
v ſoech you, to take pitty on your poore Captiues, and to vie vs 
v according to your accuſtomed libcrality.. Behold a poore pre- 
v ſont , which. we offer, entreat ing ic may be acceptable. In 
» king this, [be toobe the box outoſ the hands of her ſeruant , and 
opened it before the qood Captaine, who ſaw it to be full offais 
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good , 45 you haue done in the good entertainment ] haus here receiued; In 
what place ſoeuer I hall remaune, while God giuet me liſe, you shall haus 
4 Gentleman ready, at your commaund. As for your Duckęts, I will none, 
I render you thanks , take them vp 4gaine. I baxe euer loued better, people 
of honour, then crownes, and thinks not, hut | go as well ſatisfied from you, 
45 if this Citty were at your diſpoſuion, and you thereof had made me 4 

reſent « 
th She againe proſtrating herſelfe, on her knees, and the Cap- 
taine lifting her vpanſwered ; No (Sir) I should think my ſelſe for 
ener tbe moi ynhappy woman of the world , if you accept not this preſent, 
which i nothing in co mpariſon of the infinite oblig ati I owe to your worth, 
Well !( Gayth he) fince yougiue it with ſo gold awill, I accept it for your 
ſake; but cauſe your daughiers to come hither ſor | will bia them farewell. 
T heſe good creatures had ſo charitably aſſiſted him, during the 
time ol his infirmity in the preſence of their mother, many mes 
touching the Lute, wheron they played very well, for his re- 
creation. They fell at his feete, and the eldeſt made a ſhort ſpeachy 
in her mother language, to thanke him for the preſeruation of 
their honour . The Captaine heard it, as it were weeping, for 
the ſweetne ſſe and humility, he therin obſerued, and then {ayd- 
Ladies, you do that, which I ought todo, which is to giue you thankes for the 
many good belps, you haue afſoarded me, for which | find my ſelfe inſiniily 
obliged: you know men of my profeſſion are not readily furnished with han- 
ſome tokens to preſent faire maidens with all, But behold your good La- 
dy mother, hath giuen me tuo thouſand fiue bundred Dackets : tal each of 
vou a thouſand,as my Guifi ; for ſo | amreſolued it shalbe. Then turning 
to his hoſtes : Madame (ſayth he) I will take theſe five hundred to niy 
ſelfe to diſtribute them among poore Religious women who haue beene ran- 
ſacked ʒ and | recommend the charge therof to you , for you better, then any 
other pnderftand, where there is neceſs1ty. At this ty me the Lady tou- 
ched to the quicke with ſo great a piety ſpake theſe words, cou- 
ched in the Hiſtory in auncient language. O flower of Chiualry, to 
wheme no other may be compared: our ble fed S auiour, and Redeemer le- 
ſus- Chr:ft , who for ſinners ſuffered death , and paſsion , both beere in this 
world, and in theother , rewardyou. The Gentleman of the houſe, 
who at that tyme heard the courteſy of his gueſt, cameto thanke 
him with bended knee, making offer of his perſon & his whole 
eltate. The yong Gentlewome, who were skiltull at the needle , 
| Dd made 
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made him a preſent of rwo dniceſers, wotth with rhreede of 
gould; and filnet; and of a purſe of erimſon Sartyn , very richly 
wrought. He vety gracibuſly receiving them: Belv(d (ſay th he) 
1 bunt more then ten thoaſand comes: and inſtantly ; he put the bra- 
celeu on his armes ; and the putſein his pocket, aſſuring them, 
whilſt theſe guifcs laſted j he would weare them for ther ſakes + 
Thereupon he mounted on hoſebacke , accompanyed with his 
true friend the Lord D Aubin, and abbut two ot three thouſand 
men : che Lady of the houſe, the dzwghters; and the whole fa 
mily. as bitterly deploring fis departurty a3 # they ſhould haue 


ut to the ſwWord. b 

| — ol you; if the ſtarteꝭ were to deſcend from hex- 
uen, herber they might find more lotie, and reſpect ? Where 
be theſe fly Fencem who are &s Cmmets of fyer ; and bloud, 
to beate murder, — — „and poyſon into honfes ? Who 
make the pillars of baiſdings to tremble with the force of blaſ- 
emies ; who load whole families with mmiuries, wound:, and 
darres; — m rauage te Hatpies , fed With humane 
bloud ? ſhould they do rnothingelfe Al rheit life , but heape wp 

mountaynes of gouid and filger, theycould not #rrine to the le 
part of the contentment, which this good Captayne emoyed. 
Who ſonght no other recompence From his great actions, but the 
ſatisfactton of his conſcience , and thi glory to haue done well . 
Thisist{ O Noblemen)thatharts are gayned to e atrown 
of immortality : Thus i Heauen dbliged , And Exrth tribcha - 

ry to Vertues. 


Sect. 7. Againſt ſenſuall Lone , and Im- 
Purity. 


Ma v well ſay that among all the qualities of a no- 
wo blentth, thete is hot any hath a ſweeter odour, then 
— » Which repreſſeth the voluptuous 

| p pleaſures of the body. Let no man fatter you, in 
5 the paſſion of Love, as if it were a ptime vertue of 
profeſſion. Belieue mie, it is the wortne which gnaweth all great 
ations, the ttvth which edteth all thi Vigeur of ſpirit , the 
ſtaine 
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Raine, which defileth all che faireſt orpaments of life, the Labi- 
rig ch, which hjndereth all generous deſignes , the rocke, which 
wjacketh all veſſels, the guife , which deyoursth bodyes , 
and ſoules. 


The wife Secretaries of nature haue obſerued, that all crea- Divers 
tures, which haue the breath of fire, haue the tayle ofa Dragon. Kinds of 
Neuer likewiſe do wee fee carnal loue po wertully enflamed, but loue. 


that it hath produced ſome ſerpentine, hideous, and diſaſterous 
iſſue.· I afficme, fire penetrateth into the marrow of the totall na- 
ture of the vniuerſe, but bath effects very different, accordi 
to the ſubiects, where it teſideth. It otherwiſe ſcorcheth in hea- 
uen, otherwiſe in hell, other wiſe in the bodyes of beaſtes, other- 
wiſein ſulphur , and Gun · powder, and ſuch like bodyes able to 
receiue it's action . It fireth the ſtartes in heauen, with a flame 
full of luſtre, and honour. It tormentetb the damned in hell, it 
_ entertaineth the life of creatures . It waſteth all bodyes , dry or 
oyly, to reduce them eyther into aſhes, or {moke- Take my com- 
anſon , and ſay with me, there ate Louers, who bume as 
cauen, others as hell, others as bodyes well compoſed , others 
as oyle and wood. 

The t. Iouers, haus theardours of Heauen, who entertaine 
chaſt, and ſpiritual} loue, for things diujne. Theſe ate pleaſures, 
which the ĩealous ey cannat eſpy. the flaunderous tonge cannot 
bite, bad report is notaccuſtomed to defame; which £quals haue 
no cauſe to enuy, nor can Tyrants, armed with. horror of fo 
many torments, finde the meanes bow to teare it trom Martyrs. 
When we loue God, we find him in all things, we ſpeake to 
him by all things, we ſerue him by all thing :and in all we feele 
the ſeruices done to him, haue their recompence. We talke to 
him, as well in the whales belly, as in the Mamingfurnage; wit- 
neſſe lena, and the three children, ho foundchappsls whaly 
built in the enttails of fiſhes, and flames; becaule the loge pf 
God(the wiſeſt architect of the world) had framed ſuch for them. 

The ſecond louers burne as hell, who liue perpetually in 
ſtinking. wicked, and infamous concupiſcences, in darke , ex- 
traordinary and deſperate paſſious. who ate in ſenſuality, as in 
an abifle, fetrered which a cha ine of ſeruitude, neuer ha- 
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Ihe z. are, as body es mixed, who entertaĩne eonĩugall. ho- 
neſt, and moderate ami ties; ſuch as are found in good marriages, 
which are vſed according to God in all honour, and Sanctuy. 
Thoſe ot the foutth order, enkindle one another, as ſo many 
litle bodyes, that dayly miniſter fuell to the fire, waſting ſpirit, 
fleſh, and meanes, in certaine friuolous, and giddy loues, w hich 
after much yſe, make men of vapour, athes and {ſmoke . You now 
a dayes ſhall finde, that affections purely coniugall are very tate, 
and celeſtiall Joues, much more ʒ but euer where there are ma- 
ny men, who burne like hell, or piich. 

There are foure fortes of loue, which greatly offend, and 
ſtill maynethe repurati of a good Souldier : the one is the loue 
of ſenluallity; the other of tantaſy;the third of ſetuitude, & the 
fourth of fury. On what fide ſocucr youturne your face, aſſure 
_ ſelſe (Sir) you ſhall finde nothing beautitull in this ygly 

eaſt, Loue of ſenſuality , which ſubſiſteth only in volupiuouſ- 
nes of body, is a brutiſh, baſe , and wandering loue, which is 
euer employed to ſpy out, andtradefor fleſh , bauing no other 


+ defigne , but to ſatiate an vnworthy concupiſcence, more vnſa- 


tisfied, then fire, the Abyſſe, and hell. If nature had created you 
ſome Muſtapba to grow fat ina Seraghe, and that you had neuer 


Senſuality heard ſpeach of good, or honour, it were tollerable: but to ſee 


abraue Souldier, well borne, and bred to paſle his life in laying 
ſnares for chaſtity, to ſearch out of both ſexes, ſuch as make tiaſ- 
fique of the ſinnes of others, to traine vp a wicked ſeruant to be 
the meſſenger of your paſſions, to promiſe, (weare, ſorſweare, io 
ſeduce poore forfaken maides, to caſt them from neceſſity into 
diſgrace , and from diſgrace to deſpaire , how can it bee but abo- 
minable ? 

Thinke you the earth is made to be repleniſhed with your 
ſin nes; andcharitiesto be inſtituted, to ſupport your crimes ? It 
is idleneſſe, that ſerues as a ſtorehouſe for your paſſions, and your 
remiſſnes which doth not ſo much as youchfafe to ſeeke out a re- 
medy. If you be teſolued to lead ſuch a life, giue vp your ſword, 
for you dis honour ĩt. It is no reaſon, that it alone ſhould retayne 
the virginity, which all your other members haue loſt. Y ou can- 
not well ſerue two miſtreſſes en, and Bellona, ſince they are ſo 
different: and go not about to propoſe to your ſelfe, that Sampſon, 


Dawd, 
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David , and Ceſar , made them well accord together: beleeue me 
hen they came to be laſciuious, they ceaſed to be valiant, ( 
It was neyther with the looking-glaſſe, nor combe of Da- 
lila that Sampſon flew a thouſand Philiſtians, but with the ia w- 
bone ot an Alle. Whilſt he preſerued himſelfe from women, he 
Was a Sun, anda thunderbolt: a Sun to enlighten his nation, a 
thunderbolt, to deſttoy the Philiſtians. So ſoone as a woman had 
ſnaued him, he of a Sun became a cole, of a thunderbolt ara 
pour; and of a man, a lame iade , who from the ſeild of battaile, 
Vas ſent to a Mill, nolonger hauing eyes, but to deplore the di- 
ſaſter of his loues with teates of bloud. When Dauid in the liſt 
ouerthew the Giant, he had not then receined the wound from 


Berſabe's ey . But after he had ſeene her at the fountaine, his eyes 


ceaſed not to caſt forth louds, and loue dryed vp all bis Laurels, 
that they had very much ado to wax greene againe in the water 
of ſo many teares. Hould it alſo for yndoubred, thai Ceſar being 
in the ſnowes of the Gaules thought not of commirting adulte- 
ries at Rome ; the buſines of war, tooke from him all the taſt of 
lJoye, & neuer did he ſubmit to the imaginations, of a beaſt, till he 
retained no more deſignes worthy af a man. Volupmiouſnes ne- 
uer acteth any thing great, but hath deſtroyed all that is great... 
And when God is pleaſed to ouenthrow Empires, he chuſeth Sol- 
diere, who haue chaſt hands, to chaſtiſe the effeminate. So A- 
baces vãquiſhed Serdanopalas. So Alexander, who would not locke 
vpon Queens, his priſoners, hut withan eye af chaſtity,defeated 
the Perſians, B ondſlaues ta luxury. So the Gorbes, gayned the Eu- 
pire ot Rome, as ſayth Salaam: God being willing to purge the 
earth , which the Romans had defiled, by the armes of a nation, 
more chaſt then thẽſelues 3 It being teaſonable. that thoſe hould 
cnioy their goods. who would haue no ſhare in their vice. 
The loue of fantaſy is more ſottiſh. then malicious, ot ſor- 
did . There be Caualliers , who peiſwade themſelues they are 
the braueſt men of their age: and that all Ladies, who ſometi- 
mes loue vapour, where it, is not to be loved , mult of neceflicy 
haue loue in ſore for them. They enter into ſo great vanityes, 
as they caſt their affections, ypon none, but p tinceſſes. or emi- 
nent beautyea, eſteeming the reſt ol the World too baſe ſot the 
entertainment of their aſſections . They reſemble thoſe birds of 
TH Dd ; Egipt, 
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Egipt, who will not build their neſtes, but ypon Palmes , nor 
wall they loue, but in a high place. Of his quality were Exdimion 
and the Emperout Caligw/s, who in the end diſtaſting all the u o- 
men in the world, transferred the ambition of their loues aboue 
the ſphere of fire, ſuppoſing they were hardy inough to take the 
Moone in marriage, One would not belecue hots of this 
paſſion, if we had not by experience ſeene men of molt baſe ex- 
traction, with much content to entertaine-theirthoughts v 

the loues of the Queene of 4ntwcb, and Sicily, tranſporting them- 
ſelues with ioy , whenſocuer it was told them, they were ente- 
red far into their gracious fauours . This is it, which maketh me 
ſay, that we in two things know the greatneſſe of our ſoule : to 
wit, thatit can frame a world to it's knowledge, as God bath 
created one in nature; and yet can lodge the thoughts in fo high 


a place, that the pooreſt begger of the world can entettay ne a- 


fection, for the moſt eminent perſon of the earth, The rich, who 
doas it were forbid the vſe of elements, cannot deny loue, but it 
is a groſſe infirmity to loue out of the Sphere of your power, that 
which you can no more enioy, then the Moone in the heauens, 
If we will loue aloft, let ys loue him who hath made vs. When 
once we haue paſſed far into his hart, we ſhall findall the great- 
neſſe of the world much lower, then our ſeete. 

If you(my Souldier)entertaine theſe fantaſtique loues, I from 
this preſent will fend you to the Srrophgda-1 , with thoſe, 
who ſearch for the hand of glory, the Philoſophers Kone , and 
Circles Qgadrature; and who oft times diſtill the money outof 
their purſes with chat litle braine, which is left them, through the 
ame Limbeck. 

I feare you rather haue the loue of ſeruĩtude, and makea 
Goddefle of a piece of fleſh, to which it is your glory to ſacrifice 
yourliberty; being ſo blind, as to kiſſe the fexers of your ſlaue- 
ry, inſteed of ing rem. Vetily it is a pittifull thing to ſee a 

man burne in Ice, and congeale in fire, hauing the colour wan, 

the viſage meagre, the eyes hollow, the cheełes ſunke, the ſpi- 

rit giddy, the teaſon vncollectod, and the hart holy ſeaueriſh, 

for the loue of a creature, ho fl outeth him. To ſee a man, who 

walketh in his ſolitude, and ereepech like a ſpectre, not knowing 

whether he be ofthonumber of the Liuing, or dead: mg = 
: 


2 


and — 
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keth, wfiteth , who pryeth, hopeth, who feareth, laugheth, 
ſigherh, waxeth pate, bluſheth, defireth , deteſteth, dieth, riſeth 
agaitie; ſinketh into an Abiſſe, & then toucheth the heauen with 
a fingtr , who playeth a Comedy of a dozen Perſonages in one 
houre, and h through more Metamorpboſes in one day, then 
Ouid in three yeares. 

Oh wharta miſerable thing is it, ſayth the golden Mouth of 
Conſt antmople, to ſceke to be coſted in aſhes, and lo deſpetatly loue 
a b*4tty, Which is onely faite in the fantaſy ol a ſeaueriſh braine, 
and of whichin a ſhort time the moſt lickerous wormes would 
fcotne to make their Dunghill. 

Oh my Souldier, let ſuch a frenzy neuer enter into your hatt; 
you were better ſeruea Turke, or an Arabian, then ſuch a loue. 
It hte worme, which bites while ſhe liueth, and after 
death makerh her infection to be felt. 

Why go you about to Idolatriae a woman ? Haue you not 
— inough at home, but you mult needs ſeeke it abroad ? 
withdravy your ſelfe in good tyme from this captiuity, gay ne 
the haven before the ftorme ſurprize you; for if you once be 
engaged, there is heyeher arme, nor care can ſetue to bring you 

> apaine, Is it nota comely thing, thinke you, to behold a 
Souldfr, who hath a {word by his fide, to hew monſters, to 
Tſecke to play the cocks-combe, in queſt of a wily wench that ex- 


- ercifeth the moſt infamous tyrany onerhim., that ever was heard 


off? it ivſayd, Omphels rooke the Diadem from a King named 
Hercules ali ferher ſuppers on bis head 4 That Dionjfiw the Ty- 
rant, wrotethet mons of his Kingdonee, with his band, 
that Mirrba, ca ot ſigned them, at her pleaſure; That the 
King lib marcus tyed the ſtrings of Pincss's ſhooes; I hat Thomi- 
Noc les eauſtd himſelſe to be purged, and let bloud, with his cap- 
tine Miſttoſſe. Ne that ſhould ſee all the ſollies of theſe entiaun- 
eed lovers, mi ht obſerue an inſinite number of mattes much 
more ſtrange . 

In ſeruimg a ſeotufull peece, who makes you dye a thouſand 
tymes a day, —— oſtt ymes hope for no othet thing but euer 
ro ſerue, and if you comt to the end of your pretentions, brag not 
fo much; you perhaps aue nothing, but that which ſeruants or 
petſons more vnwyrthy, haut obteined before you. T his well 

deletueth 


— — — — 


deſerue tir to bettay your honour, & to commit ſuch filly actions; 
but if you open Jbur eyes, to ſee we end ob this goodl y itage 
play, you ſhall do as thoſe; "who cauſed themſeluesto be thaued, 
when they eſcaped a ſhiptacke? you would not let ſo much as 
a haire remaine vpon that young head, which iufleted it (elite io 
run at liberty after ſuch ſottiſh loues , 
If you plunge your ſelfe further into this paſſion , you ſhall 
Loue of find fury, which tyeth cords , which mingleth poiſons , which, 
furys ſharpneth ſwords; which openettiblack Cauernes, which er- 
ecteth Gibbers , which kindleth coales, which prepareth racks, 
which produceth all, that may diſcouer the proceedings ot an 
entaged Loue, which maketh an arrow of all crimes, to hit the 
marke it ay meth at. h | 
Were I in your place, I would teare from my hart the ſleigh · 
teſt cogitations, Which occurred by this folly , as cankers, ver- 
mine, and ſerpents; and I would ride on poſt , if it were pollible 
beyond the elements with purpoſe to auoide ſuch encounters» 
All the braueſt Souldiers haue made boaſt of Chaſtity. It was 
the trophey of Cyrus, to whome God for his cauſe gaueall the 
kulauit © treafures of Aſia; It was the triumph of Alexander who in tecom- 
— — pence had the conqueſt of the Perſians; And the Emperour Iulian, 
mum whomade profeſſion toimitate him, although he had renoun- 
ced all the Sacraments, would never forſake Chaſtity, which he 
had learned amongſt Chriſtians : ſaying, this vertue made beau- 
titul liues, as Painters faire faces. But not to ſeareh any further 
into the ruines of Antiquity , looke what our Bayard did v pon 
this point: behould an admirable paſſage, which I will relate 
in the ſame words as it is expreſſed in his hiſtory. 
They had cauſed a young maid to be conueyed into his cham- 
A Royall per, which was one of the taireſt creatures of the world, and in- 
— = deed the was endowed with an Angelicall grace, but that her 
du. eyes were ſwolne with exrremity of teares. When the Captaine 
ſaw het : How now fairemaid ( (ayth he vnto her) what haus you? 
Why come you bither? The poore creature fell on her knees, and 
ſayd. Alas Sir, my mother bath commanded me 1 should do hat you would 
haue me; yet 1 am 4 Virgin , and neuer bad I any diſpoſition to do ill. were 
it not, neceſſity enforced me therunto;, for my muther , and my ſelfe are ſo 
poore, that we perish for hunger: and I with to God, I were dead ,bifere 5 
en. 
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comms this ach or 41 leaſt has i S, a0 (he mamtber oft nh nueyds . 

The noble Lord touched torhoquicke with the wordes of this 

creature, anſwered her, hauing teares in his eyes : Ferily; pretiy 
Soule, I ill not be ſo wicked, as to take tba from you. which you ſo fayth- 
fully baue kgpt for God. Thereupon he cauſed her to be veiled co 
vering her with a mantle, leaſt ſhe mightbeknowne; he lighted! 
vtorch, and not recommending: her toany other, conducted 

het himſel ſo, to reſt in tho houſe of his kinſwWoman. The next 
day he ſent for the mother, and ſayd to her: 47e net you A withed 

woman, to betray the honour of your daughter, which ought to br more 

rare ymo pan, then lyfe? you deſerue a pumidoment ſo much the mere ri- 

geren, an that I ynderſtand you are 4 Lady: for in doing ibis, you wrong 
Nobiluy, The poore woman wholy confounded ; knew nor 

what els to anſwere, but that they were as poore, as might be. 

Ia there no man ſay th he unh. requires her in marriage? Tes tray fayth 

ſhe ) aw boneſt wan « neighbeur of mine, but be demaundeth foe hundred 
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florens , and I am not worth the one balfe of it. 


Then the braue Bayard drew oui his purſe, and fayd, hould ; 
hrere are two hundred crownes, which ate of more value then 
fix hadred florensof this countrey, tomarry your ter with 
all. I add alſo thereunto a hundred more to cloath her, and 2 
hundred torelicue your pouerty; but my will is you diſpatchit 
in three dayes:all which was accordingly done with an ynſpea- 
kable ioy of the mother, and daughter, which made them liue 
then very honourably. 

O Nobility! I preſent not here vnto you a Hermit, it is a Cap- 
tayne z it is a French Souldier, who was compoſed of no other 
fleſh, bones, not bloud, then you, while he in the meane ty- 
me performeth an act of a Religious man, the moſt mortifyed : 
he exerciſeth the libe rality ofa K ing he equalleth therein, and 
as it were ſurmounteth the heroicall deeds ofthe greateſt Saints. 
It is true, that . Nicolas ſaued the honour of Virgins, contribu- 
ting thereunto his gould and ſiluer; It is true, that in doing it 
he generouſly triumphed our couetouſnes in temporall goods: 
but he ſerued not in this action, as a ttiumph to himſelfe; which 
gp = + the choyſeſt piece of eminent vertues. Behould a Ca 
lier, who yanquiſheth both auatice, and loue, thetwo moſt dã - 
terous Rockes of the world. N ο n uUdeth his purſe, in 

Ee a fortu- 


a fortune not the beſt accommodated; which meriteth not the 
leaſt applauſe : But Bayard commaundeth himſelſe, in a flourith- 
ing age. in a vigorous body, in preſence of an obie,ſo amiable. 
I beſcech you let vs no longer ſay, that Chaſtity is only found in 
cloiſters , it is euery where , where the feate of God is, wheze 
generoſity or reall vertue is. | 

What can ſo many wretches anſwere to this, who fill the 
world with ſinnes, the Nobility with diſgraces , their bodyes 
wich diſcaſes , their name with infamy , and load ſo many poore 
abuſed creatures, with myſeries and deſpayre ? What can ſo ma- 
ny ſpruce Gallants anſwere, who braue it through the ſtreets, & 
make oſtents, in borrowed feathers, and in habits, being indeb- 
ted ro the Mercer for their ſtuffe , & to the poore Taylor tor the 
faſhion, paying neither for the one, nor other? True lack-dawes 
of Eſope, who Th that all other birds chould aſſemble to pull 
their plumes off, which they haue ſtolne co entertayne their va- 
nity » 

What will heere anſwere ſo many gluttons, and gameſters , 
ho eate, and rent vp the entrails of men by their bloudy riots? 
Is it poſſible, that this Souldier ſhould haue foure hiidred crowns 
which was then a huge ſome, to giue, in one only almes ; and 
thoſe who in a brauery talke of nothingels, but piſtolets, the bel- 
ly & gaine, haue not adenier to throw to a poore body? | will 
alſo ſhew you an eſſentiall yertue of your profeſſion, which is a 
certaine mixture of honeſty, luſtice, & loyalty due to the King, 
the weale publique, your Conſcience, euen towards your enc- 
mies themſelues, in the example of this admirable man, iuſtly cal- 
Icd, The Captaine without fault. 


Sect. 8. eAgainſt the perfidiouſneſſe of In- 


tereſts. 


Hen r is giuen to you for the accompliſhment of 
theſe goodly precepts, a great vertue of the tyme, 
which is to betray faith, aultars, and all that, which 
precip in nature, or magnificent in religion, to 
uangs your fortune, Without any ſeare at all to 

| uample 
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trample on the throats of your moit taithfull freinds, that you 
may go diretly to the Temple ot honour, or the riches of the 
world. ( Poore laniſaty) think you that to be the ſhorteſt way? 
Haue you neuer learned; that ii you take fidelity out of the 


world, you pulldown the principall Aultar ot the Temple, the 


Sanctii of humane harts, the Commerce of men, the repoſe of 
lite, the knot, and band ofall felicities?Periury( ſayth an Oracle) 
hath a ſonne without name, feet, or hands, and who wandereth 
vp and downethroughoutthe world, and crutheth in peeces the 


heads of the perfidious , euen to the fourth generation, You in coud N 
the ſubſequent diſcourſes, ſhall beheld the goodly ſucceſſes of cram, 


ſuch proceeding: I for this preſent tell you, to ſtrengthen theſe 
precepts, that were Faith, and integrity baniſhed from che reſt 
of the world, they would be found in the hart of a French Seul- 
dier. Our excellent Bayard, from whome I more affect ſtill to 
deriue this modell, then from any other, made it well appeare 
in an affaire, where the lite of the moſt Eminent man of the 
Church, was intereſted, He was at that time in 1taly, ſent by the 
King to aſſiſt the Duke of Ferrara, againſt the army of Pope la- 
liw, — much oppoſite to Frakce , although ſo many other wor- 
thy Popes hartily loued our nation . See the cauſe, why he ſent 
to the Duke, one Mounſieur Aug uſtine Gerlo, a gentleman of Milan. 
a traytor, and tations, to perlwade him to fotſake the French 
alliance, with intention, to deſttoy them, & that in recompence 
be would giue him his neece in marriage, and make him Cap- 
taine Generall of the Church. This Prince would not in any 
Wiſe vnderſtand him, but handled the matter ſo by his policy , 
and aduantagious promiſſes, that he gained this Auguitine , who 

aue him his hand, t iat he in few dayes would deltroy the Po- 
pe, by the help of a miſchieuous morſell, which he could eaſily 
giue him. The Duke of Ferrara ynderſtanding theſe propofitions, 
went to find out the noble Bayard in his lodging, & made a long 
diſcourſe to him, of the euill diſpoſition of Pope lulius, and the 
entetpriſes he had. both on his life , and that of all the French- 
men of purpoſe to enkindle him for revenge. Then be purſued 
his opportunity, and made ouerture to him of the treafon of this 
wicked Gerls. Bayard beheld him, & (aid; How Su? l could never 
haue imagined, chat a Prince ſo generous as you, would conſent 

| © 2 2 
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wo The Soldier . : 
to ſuch a mſſchieſe: ant had you done I 
Forenight i iA bane giuen the Pope no ticeof it. How'? anſwered the 
Duke , be would haue done as much ether is you , or me. It. is no aer 
{ replyeth Bayard) this treachery drfpleaſethme . The Duke ſhaugd 
* his ſhouldiers; and fpitting on the ground: Mawnſiaur Bayard 
( Eyth he ) 1 woild Thad killed all mine enemieſ in this ſort: but ſiuse au 
diſlike it, the matter mall reit. and you and | both may haue cauſe to repent 
it. Wesball not if is pleaſe God, (reply eth the good Souldier)) buril 
pray you put this gallant into my band:, that would de this goedly prece of 
Seruice ; and if | do not cauſe him to be banged in an home, let ms ſap- 
Ply bis place. 

The other excuſed it, ſaying he had giuen him aſſurance of 
his perſon. Behold you not a btaue ſpirit? See you nota man of 
a Royall Conſcience, and of an honeſty in all things like toit 
ſelſe ? Where are theſe petty ſpirits of the byſſe, more blacke, 
then ſpirits, and internall furies, who haue neyther loyalty for 
their Prince, nor Common Wealth, buras it may concerne their 
owne intereſts, who ſwallow treafons as big as Cammels , ro 
gayne a fly? They would make truth it ſelſe to lye, were not 
their iſſues, euer tragicall, abominable, and hideous. 


Sect 9. Short ,and notable Inſtruct ions. 


* 5 * Souldier) follow theprecepts, which the great 
N Uh S. Anguitine gaue to Captaine Bomface. Obſerue Faith 
es vertuein Ames, which neuer will be proſpe- 
J Nu rous on earth, if they be not fortified with: bleſ- 
— fang; trom Heauen. Beg of God with Dauid to deli- 
uer you from your neceſſities, which are your paſſions : ha doch 
nothing to ouercome viſibleenemies, that haue power our bo- 
dyes, who ſurmounteth not the inuiſible, bandyed againſt the 
health of our ſoules. Make vie of the wotld, as a thing borrowed; 
do good with it's goods, and become not bad. They are goods, 


7 


ſince they come from God, who extendeth his power over all 


things both celeſtiall, and remporall. They are goods, ſince God 


iues chem to good men; but they are not alſo great goods, fince 


them to the wicked . He takes them. away from the 
ver- 
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The Soulthet . 2. 
vertuous, to try their vertue, and trom the perueſſe to chaſtiſe 
heir erimes. It is true, ſtrength, health, victory, honour, wealth 
are indifferecly the ſtrare of all men; but conquoſt ouer paſſtons, 
vertues, ſaluation of ſoule, immortality of body, glory, honout, 
eatirude,are the proper inheritance ot ſaints. Loue theſe goods, 
deſire them, feeke them, with all your endeauour, do almes deeds 
to get them, faſt as much as yout forces will permit: all heere be- 
lo] paſſeth away, but good workes. 

Tinte, when you goto the warres, that the ſtrength of 
your body is a guifrot God , and that it ĩs not fit to atme againſt 
your Soueraigne May ſters proper benefits. Keep fe; euen 

«with your enemies, make peace with all the world voluntarily, 
and warre for neceſſity to acquire the good of peace · Be peaceful 
euen in armes, ſot ſueh men are called the Childres of God . Il ir 
de neceffary to kill an enemy ĩn n let merey be Al waies e 
ercifed in the latter end of the combat, principally , when there 
is · no further ſeare of Rebellion. Adorne your manners with con- 
iugall chaſtity, ſobriety, and modeſty z ĩt isa ridiculous thing to 
"conquer men, and be vanquiſhed by vicesʒ to eſcape the ſw ord, 
pon = ouer throwyne by wine. if you want meanes, feake ir not 
ot earth by wicked practiſes, but ſecure rather in heauen , that 
litle you haue by the exereiſe of good workes. 1 
Fly theſe Rockes of Nobility, Which vve haue hithetto ſpo- 
kenagainſt, and aboue all, bridle preſumption, choller, the ton- 
gue, and Senſuility. e ER 
' They ate ſlaves, ho cannot keepe in the midſt, betweene 
ſetuĩtude, & Empire, where eyther chaynes muſt be had to mai- 
ſter them, ora Throne erected to honour them. Preſũption, i 
afford it entrance, will make you of a man 2 Baloone, fil- 


led with- winde ; a ſcar-crow of honour; a temetatious thing. 


void of courage; an vndertaket without fuccefle; a phantaſtique 
'withour thame , which in the end thall become durthenſome t© 


'itfelfe, and odious to all the world. Choller, and folly are two 


ſiſters, whictthaue Th all things the ſame qualityes; or if there be 
any difference, it is that the one with more fury maketh havock 
in an inſtant; and the other ptoduceth her effects with more lea - 
fare, and cheetfulnes: whitf you are ſubiect to thispaſſion, no 
man can confide in you, 1 ol ĩudgment. 3 
LE 3 wen 
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then to wethercoeks inthe point of ſtability: you will haue all 
other vices in ſeed, and perpetually liue in the ſorrow ot time 
ſt, diſturbance of the preſent, and vncettainty of the tuture. 
As for the tongue, it is , that. which conteineth all the good, or 
euill of man ʒ it is the needle of the great Dial} ot the ſoule, that 
muſt ſhew all the howers. It is the trucheman of our thoughts, 
the image of our actions, the interpreter of our wills, and the 
rincipall key of conuerſation. He that will now a dayes liue in 
the world (ſayth the famous S. Nazianzen)muſt haue a veile ouer 
his eyes, a key on his eate, a compatle on his lips. A veile ouer his 
eyes, not to ſee, ot in ſeing to diſſemble many things; a key on 
his eares, to ſhut them vp againſt ſo many ſolly es, and ordures, 
which proceed from bad mouthes ; but a Compaſſe on the lips, 
to mealure,and ſquare out, all his words wi h diſcretion. So ma- 
ny ſecrets vnneceſſatily diſcouered, ſo many intamous ſlaunders, 
ſo many inconſiderate tales, ſo many frivolous promiſſes, ſo ma- 
ny impudent lyes, ſuch periuries, and execrabie blaſphemies, ſo 
many diſaſters which oft happen tor a ſleight ſpeech,dayly teach 
vs, that words haue no handles to hold them by, and better it 
is to trip with the foote, then the tongue . 


Senſuality, it you powerfully reſiſt ĩt not, from the ſiſt 


reflections. which reaſon may preſent, will make you a thing 
of nothing. The three ſpirits wine, loue ,and game, will fetter 
you with a prodigious ſlauery . You will become a living Se- 
pulcher , a tombe of ſurfers and ſlaughters, a Gulte of calumhies 
a meere hobgoblin without repoſe, which ſhall continually ha- 
ue cards, and dice in hand, to beteaue you of your purſe, and vn- 
deritanding, ſo to make a ſpoile of your goods; a Frenzy of your 
reaſon, anda perpetuall Feauer of yout life. Your, condition 
ought not to make you pretend power ouet men, it you ſeaſona- 
bly enterpriſe it not ouer your o ne paſſions. Beware how you 
enter into the liſt of ſo many noble ſpirits, there to diſcouer your 
weakneſſe, and to add nothing to the luſtre of the honcur of fo 
many worthy aunceſtors : bu: to render your ownecrimes, the 
more remarkable, ſhew your ſelfe herein a reaſonable man, and 
endeauour that all your actions may be as lines, Which grove 
from the center of wiſdome, to be- produced with all felicity. 


Remember thingspaſtareRity the preſent . foreſee thoſe io come. 
| Aboue 
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Aboue all, learne toſeta true eſtimation vpon euery ing in the- 


world, and ſuffer not your ſelſe to be ſurpriſed , by the il uſions 
of ſo many obiecs, which when they haue charmed the eyes, 
and ouerthrownereaſon,leaue nothing behind them, but forow 
to haue done ill, and impotency of doing well. In converſation 
take the meaſure of your ſelſe, and the like of thoſe with home 
you deale, to husband , and accommodate your ſelſe reaſonably 
to all the world; yielding to cuery one the reſpect, which his 
merit ſeemes to require. T he exerciſe of Dcuotion will not hin- 
det you fromthe endeauour, how to become an able man in 

our profeſſion; from being honeſt, ciuill, diſcreet , affable , li- 
Geral, obliging, ſtout, couragious, patient, which ate the prin» 
cipall qualities of a Courtier. 

Itis not defired, that, to be deuout, you ſhould haue a ſpirit 
drowZzy , ſluggiſh, ouerwhelmed, nor that through ouer much 
ſimplicity, you make profuſion ot your ſelſe, in an age, where 
bounty ſeemeth to be the prey of inſolent ſpirits . Wiſdome will 
teach you neyther tointrude, nor powre out your ſelſe; to dil- 
ſemble through vertue, that which ought to be concealed ; to a- 
dopt your ſelte to companies, and — to belieue nothing 
lightly, nor topromiſe , not decide any thing without conſide- 
ration; to — in certaine things not ill, becauſe you haue 
begun them; not to be harſh , nor too much complying, ſince 
the one reſenterh of brutiſhnes, the other inclines to flatiery. To 
propoſe to your ſelſe the good, and euill, which may ariſe trom 
an affaire, to moderate the one, and tollerate the other. Aboue 
all honour the King next after God, as the ſource of all greatnes, 
& the fountaine of the molt noble lights, whichrefle& on No- 
bility. Honour him with perfound reſpect, as the lively Image 
of God. Loue him fincerely , ſerue him with all fidelity. If you 
be employed in affaires, and gouernments, endeauour to per- 
ſiſt therin, withconſcience and honour, which are the two man- 
ſians of a great ſoule. | 

If you haue merit without employment, and recompence, 
ſay not therfore, that allis loſt. Itis a good buſines to be well at 
reſt, to manure your ſpirit, to enable your ſelſe with reading, & 

cable cõuerſation, to gouerne your houſe, Learne nothing, 
ut what you ought to know. Search that, onely which you 
may 


= 


Fidelity 


to the 


Ring. 
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— lie do a plate, where you cannot 

ſtay with | wichour ruine. 

So many great Monarchs, ſo many Princes, Lords, and ya- 


lorous men, who come trom Courts, and che proſeſſion o 


— to enter into che Temple of Plety aſſure vs, ibis liſe ĩs ca · 


ol Saints, and that no man ought to defpaire' of vertue, but 
who renouaceth it. It the breuity of this Treatiſe would per- 
mit, I would willingly ſet betore you, a Da, a le. a0 Bx 
chias, a eur, Si Lewis, «a Hermguj̃ Hey, 4 Stephen, 
«# Caſumire, a Godfrey 'of Bullion , alan, an Edwardgan E 
av» Amiden: | would make you fee flouriſhing Squadrons of 
Martyrs, drawne from warfare, amongſt the which you would 
admire a Maurice, an Exuperine, 4 Sebaſtien 4 Marius , Menn, a 
Olynpiader , 4 Meli, 4 Leonttus , 4 Mau, e tuljan , an Abdon, 4 
Sennen , «Valews , &Priſcus,4 Marca, « Marcellinas, aSeurrinas, 4 
Philoronacs , 4 Philoctemon,, andſo may ſuchlike, In the end L 
wou ld thew in ti latter men worthy of all honour, emi- 
nent in'armes, endenobled with fiogular piety; but I now con- 
tent my ſelte to draw from Baſebiu, Theedoret , Nicephorus , Zoxi- 
, Secruν,, Corn t, Ced rem, and aboue all Cardinall Bare- 
mas, the life of great Conflentiwe, who hath beene the vet — 
man Chriffies Princes, and hath witneſſed eſpecially af: 


ar me, a maſculine Piety, and a great example of San» 
te 
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WII I ſhew to Chriſtian Nobility it's ſource in the 
ife of the prime, Gentleman 7 Sue we * we 
tig eatnes, and dignity we ſhall not 

ee er een: Noble, then 
he Who firſt ot all among Emperours , deſerued the 
title af * maze truly Great then he, who ſo happily 
engraffed the Empire of the Vniuerſe on the tree of the Crolls; Greatnes 
or moreiuſtly Honourable , then he, who cymented h honour o Con» 
with the bloud of the lambe. It is the admirable who ſlantine. 
ſo peiſe ly allied Valour to FI Monarch 10 k 
wildome of the Croſſe to the gouernment world, the nai» 
ſes and Thornes of the paſſion, roche Diademot Kings, and de- 
lights of the Court, that he hath let: matter ofmedicatonor the 
wiſe, of profit for Religious, of imitation far Monarches , and of 
wounder for thoſe, who adqiire pothing yogor . 

Behold a meruey lou Theater ofthe prouidence of God. 
whereunto I would willingly inuite, all thoſe ſpirits, repleat 
with humane 2 , and deueſted of heauenly Maximes, who — — 
are onely great by t | 


Theater 
of the di. 


e greatneſſe of their Ruine, to ſee how the nidence. 
breath of God demoliſheth the Towers of Bell, to raile the 
walles of Sian; how the ſubtil are ſurpriſed in thaĩt Merge 
the ſcience of men becometh blind in ids proper lights ; how 
the vigour ofthe world is ſlaine by it's owne bands ; how ſtabi- 
lityis duerturned by the ſuppotts it cheſeth; how the ſpirit of 
fleſh at ynawares.contribueth , to plag the Croſſe on the top 
of Capitals, and heads of Monarches, by.the ſame wayes whers 
nn oy. of e 
e a Conftentine, bred (yp very young in the 
Coun of Diedetien ʒ who — gende to — py a 
e@ 


Thai Kauldier. 


to Chriſtianity : but God ſurprized him therein , as Moſes in the 


ConrrotPharar, came of perfecumom, ta calme the 
tempelſs dt fe ink, cq und Idols, and ſayſe the CHurch, on 
the tuines of G ® \ a | 


(Reader) ſtay alitle on the er of this Hiſtory, and — 
„ hold hq the Etern ouidgnce led this yopng Conſtantine by 
$9 4 men like mnt ras, to humble the Great ones bf the 
earth before his face, and to giue him bidggn veaſures; to take 
from him ſo many barres, and impediments, to open for him ſo 
many gates of, iron, and; to cauſe lo many Kings to turne their 

faces, and affoatd him their place. | 
There was at that tym twelue Heads which already eyther 
wore the diad ine, ot thought themſelues capable of ii. Dioclenã. 
and Maximian held the hig heſt place: They Had choſen torſuc- 
ccſſours , Galerius, and Cunſt antius Clorus , father of our Confſf anti- 
ne. Galerius had made two other Ceſars, Seuerns & Maximinis. Ma- 
 xentius ſonne of Maximian, violendy drew vpon himſelſe the 
Pytyie by miige force: Kc fhfioufly oppoſed him to gaine 
it. Cin. „Palmtiut Hannibal, brothet; of Conftattine by the 
tathers ide. bete ld this good game, and might well hope to 
haue ſome part therein A legitimate ſonnes of Theodora, 
home Conftantius Clorus had eſpouſed when he reiected S. He- 
lena. 'Conftgntine ſaw himſe lie chefurtheſt off, in diſgrace'of his 
Mother, yer did the annojtirment of God make choyce of him, 
diſperſing all the reſt by ſuch, and ſo diuers wayes, as we ſhall 
afterward behold, to place him in the throne, only abſolute, & 
independent, and to eſtabliſh him with a long continuance of 
1 and a large poſterity, had it purſued the way, which he 

traced. 5 | 

"Hot Conſider ; whatthen was the ſtate ofthe Church, & view 
— te the wonder of the powerfull hand of God. Diocletian had vn- 
Church dertaken to raze ſrom the memory of men, the name of Chriſtia- 
vader Di Nity ; and being an imperious ſpirit, who would (as it were) 
ocletian. that the Heauens, and elements, ſhould obſerue no other courſe, 
bur that of his will, andengaged very far in this affaire, bare 
himſelfe with ſuch exceſſe of cruelty, that for about three hun · 
dred yeares , that the Chriſtians were peſeeuted, there had no- 
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Then was the ey me, when in full aſlembly of publique ga- 
mes, which ordinarily. were, preſented as A, the.cryes. ol an 
innumerable multitude were heard, wha to flattex the ge ſigne 
ot the Prince. hideoufly proclaimed two and twenty ty mes, 
Chriſtiani tollantur ( Auguſte ) 
Chriſtiani non ſint. 
Let the Chriſtians be taken away (O Empereur,) 
Let the Chriſtians — „nl 56h 
Then was the tyme , thardreadiull:Editsofahe netſecu- 
tion were affixed on euery place, tit the cant was couered 
with bloud, and maſſacres y and ſlaughters diſpetiad , as ĩt at 
in all the parts of the habitable world. Chriſtians were accomp- 
red as the regs of mankind, the ſeorne oſ the earth. and obiect 


of all crueltyes. Some were ſhut vp in Caues, not daring to ap- 
peare in publique, excluded from commerce and ſociety of men, 


depriued of neceſſities, which nature would haue to be com- 


mon to all the world, they not being permitted todraw water 
from wels, ot to buy a handſull of het bes in tha market „ ynles 
they preſented incenſe to Idols, purpoſly fixed in publique pla- 
ces . Others crept vp and dovvne in the deſerts among wild 
beaſts, ſometimes roaſted with heat of Summer ; and ſometimes 
congealed with cold of winter, tearing vp with their nailes the 
graſſe, which they mingled with their teares , before they cateir, 
Others wete led into T heaters, Amphitheaters, and Tribunals 
of iudges , where old men of fouteſcore, and a hundred yeares 
of age wereſeent, Ladies very honourable, molt render mai- 
dens, and litle children, brought into the flaying houſe, there to 
dye, before they knew what it was toliue. 

All the rottures which the Bafiris, and Mezentias's knew not, 
were then inuented. and exorciſed on the borlyes of Chriſtians: 
there was no ſpeech but of Rackes:; Combes of won, Moulten 
lead, boyling Czuldroms; bur how roctuſh men vader preſſes, 
as in the time of Vintage; bat of ſhutting bodyes vp in yellcls, 
armed within with counterpointed nayles, and rouling them 
in this mouing priſon downe che deſcent of -hils; but of annoyn- 
ri — and hbney, and expoſing them to waſpes, 


ihe 
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the fete in their wen es, to ſosue as a ſpectacle for luſtfull eyes; 
Ati not ciedibe ſdeb horroms could enter into che has a 
men, Withort be pH αοꝭWr impretiioa of maligne ſpiits; yet 
Diccterin thouglt it H & great pot ot ſbato and the true mca- 
nes, irtecobetably to bydith CMüiſtianny. 

Behold the cauſt why lie ſpared none, yea not pardoning 
euen his neece Suſanna, not his wite Sereve) wherme he cauſed to 
fecle the edge ofmeſworg ; far qroty ding Chriltianizy ,. M was 
defied the Martyrs ſh but. is was impoſſi- 
He, fen — —— rockoned vp ſeue n- 
teen thouſand, andthe refit carried be like ptopottionu ie Chri- 
Rinne prepared chenmſeluts tatherto dy, then to keep any ſur- 
ther tecord of them. Ihe Empet ou allo cauſed all holy bookes 
to be exactly fought ont, to: ci tem 10 the flames, thin- 
kingthet was a ee our Religion: but 


i is i thing extremly Ls , & an inuincible argument of 
the Diuiniry of out Faith, that norwithſtauding all thele endea- 
uours, the Church was like the burning Buſh, which deriued 
glory tromic's proper flames. Ihe increaſed ynder the ſword of 
| ion, botrow iu henotnamenis ſrom ignominy, her ri- 
ches from loſſes, and lie rom her cwmbe. 

It ſeemed that cuery drop vf bloud, which diſtilled from 
bodyes of Martyrs, was a graine of ſeed to make others ſpring, 
which in the end weatied e recutioneis, blumed the edge of 
ſwords, wore.cut all the inſtruments of torture , yer Diccletian 
for all this nothing moll tt. 

A man would wonder, from whenae he ſhould conceiue 


of Diocle· ſuch hatred againſt Chrittianity: but he that will conſidei hisna- 


tian, 


ture, and ordinary proceedings, hall find, that beſides the ſug- 
geſtions of Hell, he hadinclinations, di to ſuch crucltics. 
He was borne of very baſe bim, nurſecl vp in bloud, addicted 
to the Religion oſ the Gewiles, (fat as to abe himſelie the moſt 
ſuperſtitious. Mhiiſt honboad in Fran, a5 yet a Soul- 
dier, a Druid w ho much intermedled: with divination , ſoretold 
him, he ſhouldariue at the Empire, when he had kilked the fatall 
Bore : he being ofa ſpiricambiious , and credulous went pur- 
polly on hunting. &ordinarily chaſed bores, to fee if a Crowne 
would ariſe gomrheirbloud. But thas wasmet it, which Er 
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euill fpiritpretended to him. There was at the Co a Lord, 
named aper, as mut to layas the bone, tather · in · la w to thek m- 
perour Naamerianss , a man — „ and factious, whe gte 
fome yeares poſſeſled humſe ſie of the Roman Kmpic, bycrime 
and —. Dioc lerian, aduentured to kill him, not — for 
hatred (as he ſay d) as tor defire to fulfil the propheſy of the Druid, 
and he hauiug thught his fword through his body, being already 
arived to the Higheſt degrees of wattare, and well beloued of the 
Souldicrs, was proclaimed Emperout, © > 4th 

This ele ion made him greulyeſteeme the falſe Religion 
of Pagans, and to take deepe root his fuperttgion ; which 
was much auginemed by the Prieſts of Idol 105 
Chriſtians, who perſuaded him, the Gods that had given him 
the Empite, demaunded of him my requitall the extirparion of 
.Chriſtanity „ and chat his hand at fatall to cut, and burne the 
heads of the Hydta, Which his predeer ſſoss could never deſltoy. 
This afforded him matter ot yaniry, which he very eaſily appre- 
+ hended, and it being alſofottly whiſpered in his cares , chat the 
Chriſtians had a plot vpon his eſtate, and promiſed themſelues 
intheir prophecyes am euerlaſting Empire; he grew moody cucn 
ro rage, employing all manner ot engines, to giue counterpoile 
to their jon. Befides he being eur de r0u3, to appeare ex- 
actly abſolute in bis commannds, and eſſectuall in his enterpri- 
ves, thought he maſt never giue ouer perſecution, till he had bu» 
ried the memory of the Can name and he voluntarily ſuſ- 
fered himſelte ſo to be flattered vpor this fubiedt , that no man 
could do a thing more acceptable , then to tell him, that he had 
extinguiſhed the Wicked ieet , and eſtabliſhed the honour of the 
Gods immortall. Cokmnes alſo, and monuments were dedica- 
red to him with this infcriprion, enten Cbriſt i yb:que delers , 
which witneſſed , theſe honours were yielded him, tor having 


through the world from the ſupeiſtition of Chrift : but 
his conſcience ſuggeſted the comrary, wherwith his ſpin fierce, 
and cruell was horribly amazed. 


O God! we may welt ſay , there is neyther force nor coun» 
ſell can oppoſe your deſigue · > your diuine Prouidence, ſhut yp 
in a cloud, roareth ouer crowned head, in a momẽt ouerthrows= 
eth che rr ans built, one vpon 
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another; & Makes the ſilly wiſdome ol the greateſt politiciang 


the midday. HAST 
Diocletian, who 
gious man of the world ;vpo 


like an O wic vnteachered, and aſhamed at ihe ayes. of 


was reputed the ſubcileſt and moſt Sound- 
ma ſuddayne teſolued to forſake 


— the Empire, and to hide himielte in ſome grot, like a beaſt, ti- 
ite merous and wretched. Heabandoneththe Sceprer, and pui ple, 
to retire himſelſe into a liile county -houſe, and with his oWne 


hands to manure a garden. 
This gaue matter inoug 
Reaſons. could — 


h of ſurmiſeto all the world , which 
etrate his intentions. It was belieued by no man, 


that he did it for humility,for theſe apprehenfions found no pla- 
ce in the hart ofa man, who cauſed aimſclte ro be adored, and 


reſeated his ſhoves . embrodered with precious ſtones, to bo 
Liedby them, who came ta ſalute him · He notwithſtanding 


publikely profefled, that he addicted hituſelt to this like, through 


a generous contempt , ot the yanitics of the world, being full 


ſatiated with honours of the earth, and hauing accomplithed 

the hopes of the moſt ambitious; that he knew what the fortune 
of the Ceſers was, and that Djadems were charged with more 
thotnes, then pearles ; that there was, but one way to content= 
mentof life, with was to deſpiſe what others adored; and pur- 
fuing this, he wrote a letter toa freind of his, whoperſwaded 
him to reaſſume the Empire : If you bad ſeene the Letrice, which 
grow in my Garden, planted with nune vwne bends , you would think me 


100 excellent a Gardener, to become 4 tiſer 


mperour 
T his man would needs play the Phil olopher, which he had 
neuer learned, and endeauour to colour this — which he 


had made, with apparences of Vertue; but the mo 


vnderſtan- 


ding iudged it was the diſeaſe of Timon, and a melancholy enta- 
ged. tha: had tranſported him into this retirement. He was ex- 
tremly confounded , to haue drawne bloud out ot all the veines 
ol the earth, to ſtiflea Religion which flouriſhed in it's proper 
ruines , It ſeemed ynto him, that a million of (ſpirits of the dead, 
emcompaſed his bed, to require from him an accompt of their 
liuesʒ he began to apprehend ſomething diuine in this Religion. 


which he had ſoou 
hectible puniſhment in the 


perſecuted , and wichall to feare a 
reuplution of theaflyres of his eſtate, 


Behold 
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gehold the cauſe awhy r 
made him voluntarily to bimſelie, as a man ead aq be 
t he ſhould haue a bettet 


drowyned , belieuing ſtill, t 
worth of the puniſnmenu of — the petſan ola — 
ner, then in that of an EMpetour. Heamicipat his pyni 
ſeruing fore xecutioner to himſelſe. & le auin ang ali 
ſeemed ( a it were) as taſt tyed to him, as ſouls, to 
(being g yeraliue)an honourablerecompence to the pm Ke 
e had ſo ynworthily offended. He perſuaded Max/tyanw per- 
taker of all his crimes, to be alſo the companion ot bu tottune, 
and both of chem retired, leauing in their places Galerzw,. and 
Co nſtantim, the tather, ofout — 2 giuing the 
Empire to him. Who had already broug t forth a ſonnę, that 
ſhould ruine all, that, which theſe —_— built, * 
Let vs now behold his extraction, aud qualities. beginnin . 
from the aduantages ol his Birth ; and let vs find in his ume the 
wicked Hermit in the dation of his Caue. | 


Sect. 11. The N obility of Con ſtantine; 


taught, bow to make lillies : and I may ſay. when 


Nazarias obſerueth, that he was deſgended, from the Empe- 


your Flauiu1Clantins, a Princeſo renowned, that it was ſayd the Nobility 


moderation ot 
Antoninus were 
ſultained one of the moſt furious incurfions of Barbariam, which 
euer was vpon the Romane Empire, for he in one ſole battaile 
defcated three hundred, and twenty thouſand, and deſerued a 
ſtatue of Gold, which won cgecbed lor him in the en ha- 
ning raigned onely two yeargy,, 

Canis Clerys the fathes * ei +. Was as 

Ih, 


the Roſramengh thorns ; for he . Pao 
Sie: 


us Caſar, the vertüue of Tien, and piety of ofC 


I js ſayd when nature made the wild lilly, ſhe allo Ph 


5 ſhe created the Grand- father, and patent of great * > 2 
Conſtantins, he then the, worke of a perfect wn 
Empe;our, which ſhea erward finiſhedii in the per- ji. facere 
fon of this Monarch, whoſe life we write. dier 


bled togeatber, to harbour in his hart. He tune. 
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Ernpevotiry, who made the world thed tearerof blond, with a 

werties, remper, and contmency,, that France , and England, 
where he ordinarily refided , loved bum as then Bacher. 'I bat, 
which gained him the good will of people, was that he tendred 
himſelte affable to ali the world, and thoughtaouealuce grea- 
ter, then the {oue, and good will of his ſubiods., | | 

He was a capitali e of Extorfions ; and leuics of vn- 

Notable juſt — bis houſe, 
moderail- then to ouercharge thoſe, which other Gouernout had oft ti- 
— mes ſo ill entreated. PTR 
He being (as yet) but nominated for the Empire, Diocletzan 
vnderſtanding his ments, whether he would teach him 
* frugality , or that he feaied leaſt the bright luſtre of che — 
of Con antin might eclipſe him, one day reproached him wi 
his pouerty , and ſent Embaſſadours to him expreily to ſee his 
— — husbandry, & exhort him to heape yp treaſures, as well as other 
palig Ceſars. Hedefizous to appeare magnificent at thismecting, Ipake 
but one word, to giue the people notice, that he wanted money. 
It wasa acle to behold ,bhow ali the world tan to 
him with full hands, euery one offering him, what he had, with 
aloue ſo cordiall, and ſo prompt _ that nothing might 
A indic- be ſayd to be more affectionate . He in few houres amaſſed to- 
Sus expe» geather great treaſures , which he ſhewed to theſe Embaſſadours 
ngeats ot Divcletizn, who were much amazed therat. But the braue Prin- 
ce after their ture, reſtored all, which had beene preſen- 
ted ynro him; ſaying he loued better to ſee riches in the coffers of 
his ſubiects, and to retaine their loues for himſelfe, then to haue 
all the tre aſures of the ladies in his houſe, without triendſhip. 

It was verily a faite, and generous leſſon, which he caught 
the great ones of the earth, who through exceſleof auarice, heap 
togeather all that, which they muſt forſake, and in great aboun- 
dance of wealth hauea maine want ofrwo things, which ought 
to be etarnall. to wit, Loue, and Truth, - + 

Cut antius did all this, by wayes of moralt vertues: for al- 
though ho had very good: inclinations to Chriſtianity , he was 
no Chriſtian by proteſſion —. fo ſtraitely affociated 
to the great — there yet becauſe the accidents of 
time, and place might permit it, hetrecly made vſe of Chriſtian 

Officers, 


Fi/ebius 


Off een, indging Hoſt would be mott loyall in his fernice;who A lodicial 
were molt conſtant in Piety. And tor this purpoſe Exſebias: ad- try all. 
deth , that he being one day deſirous to małe triall of the faith of 
Chriſtians, which Mere ot his traine, commaunded them to fa- 
crifice to Idols; which che molt faithfull conſtan thy retuſed, re- 
ſoluing rather to forfake Count, and life then to be traitors to the o be * 
— oftheir Religion. Others yielding to the ſtreame of ytbfull to 
the times, and hope of —— fauours, ſhewed themſelues ſo- the Kin 
me what more pliant to his will, which he having perceiued diſ- oe mul 
miſled them a; ſuppoſing they might well be perfidious to be len all 
their Prince, ſince =_ had diſloyall to their God. And as Gods 
for the reſt hauing highly commended them, he afforded them 
extraordinary pteterment. 

One would wonder from whence ſuch ſincere affetions 
ould ariſe, in ſo ill education, as he found among perſecutors Helene 
of the Faith. But formy part, I thinke we ought to impure this 
change, nextafter God, to the holy & couragious Helena, whome It is the 
he eſpouſed in his firſt marriage, and who was mother of our ad- ®Pin'd of 
mirable Conſlantina This incomparable Lady, that ſought the — 
Croſſe with more induſtry, then others do Empires , hath en- — 7 
grauen her praiſes , with an adamantine pen, in the memory of j Zi; Pod. 
all ages ch. . 4. 

It is ſtrange why certaine moderne Grecians , as Nicephorus, cap. 20. O. 
and others, haue beene ſo defirous to attribute to Grece this crea- — 
ture, ſo that ſtriving to make her a Grecian, they haue made her 101 
an outcaſt. I haue not ſo much leaſure in this treatiſe, as to amuſe — any 
my ſelſe, in recounting, and refuting their fabulous narrations, 11 — — 
being naturally an enemy of men affeRedly eloquent, Who mantm- 
haue no other profeſſion, but to lye in good termes. peroure, 

I ſpeake that, which is the more probable, agreing with Of HH 
what is written by Cardinall Barenius, whoſe opinions ate or- Tut in 
dinatily moſt ſincere. Helena was an Engliſh woman by nation, Die biftore 
daughter of one of the beſt qualified men of this great land, who — - 
lodged in his houſe the Lieutenant of the Roman Empire. Zo- | wy — 
mus the hiſtorian , who could neyther loue Conſtantine, nor his cf no- 
mother ( mortally hating Chriſtianity )reprocheth her, that ſhe ther opts 
wasno Lady, andſpeaketh as of a woman of baſe extraction: nion. 
but we may well (ay, that his hiſtory, when he ſpeaketh of _ 
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full Princes, hath mingled much gall with bis inke . Certayne 
it is , that Helens being a ſtranger, could not be in the Roman 
Empire, ot reputation equall to ſo many Princeſſes of the Court 
from home Conftantius might at that tyme expect alliance, yet 
was very honourable in her owne County; not ſo much by 
Nobility of bloud, as that of faych, wherein in my opinion, the 
already was inſtrufted; there being many Chriſtians in Englad, 
vnder the Empire ot Diocletian. For | hold with S. Paulinut, that 
ſhe hath beene the firlt Rliſtreſſe of her Sonne in the Fayth, 
and that we thould not haue had a Conftkaniine, if God had not gi- 
uen vs an Helena. Princeps Principibus Chriftiamseſſe meruii, non tam 
ſus quam Helene matris, ſay th this great Biſhop. 

Conil antius at that tyme , Gouernour in Great Britaine for the 
Roman Emperour, being lodged in the houſe ot her Father, 
did caſt his eye vpon Helena who was endowed with an abſo- 

— lute beauty: ypon which (as we may coniecture) ſhe was af- 
tet ward called Helens in the Emi. e, this name being not other» 
wiſe familiar wi hthe Engliſh. With this eminent comlines of 


| 


ray imprinted by God ypon her torehead ; as he did heeretoſore 
to the yertuous Hefter, to make her amiable to all the world. It 
is true, Which Eaftatins a Greik: Biſhop layd , that beauty which 
hath no grace, is a bayte floating on the water, without a hooke, 
to be taken, and tocatch nothing: but when theſe two things 
do mcete, they cxeiciſe much power ouer harts. 

And at that ty me Conftantius felt the eyes of Helena, had made 
more impreſſion vpon his ſoule, then could the {word vpon his 
body: & being a Prince of a ſingular cotinency, ſo highly pray- 
ſed by the Pagans thẽſelues he would not require the daughter of 
his Hoſt, by any other meanes then thoſe ot a lawtull marriage, i 
which Zeſimus hath not wholy denyed , in this point, more re» 
nige. ſpectiue, then ſome Cræcians, of Chriſtianity. The Father ſee- | 


His mit- 


ing the honour done him by his hoſt , made no difficulty to te- 
ſolue thereupon; and the prudent Helena, with as much caſe , 
condeſceded to the will of thoſe, to whome ſhe owed her being. 
She entred into marriage forthe vniuerſal good of the Church, 

to which the ſhould bring forth a Conſtantine . Her firſt care 
was, to {often the wailike humour of her husbãd, by the tem per 
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of ſweetnes, & goodnes, which ſhe gaue him in ſuch ſort, that in 
ſo great a rage of thedding of Chriitian bloud , which then tai- 
gaed, he kept his hands the reſt of his dayes moſt innocent. 
The marriage was as the ſacrifice of Iuns, where the gall of 
the offering was neuer preſented . There was ſo much loue on 
both ſides, that the ſpitit of Conftantius lined only in that of Hele- 


na, and Helena as the flower of the Sun perpetually follow ed the Ineonſti- 
motions of this bright ſtar, togeather with all the good diſpoſi- cy of mens 


tions of het husband. The young Conſtantine borne in the ſame 
Britane, ſeemed alſo more firmely to knit the knot of theſe chaſt 
loues , when behold an obſtacle , which interpoſeth. Conſftan, 
rigs is ſent to ſucceed in the Empire, and is declared Ceſar by the 
Emperour Maximianus on this condition, that he ſhould forſake 
Helens his wife, and matry Thesdors the daughter-in-law of the 
ſame Emperour. An Empire is a meruailous flaſh of lightning in 
the eyes; it dazlethand ſhuts them vp from all other confiderati« 
on. This good husband, who had ſo much affectiõ for his deate 
ſpoule,ſulfers himſelfe to be wonne by the ambition, and cafi- 
neſſe ot his nature, which bowed much to the wils of thoſe, M ho 
ſeemed to with him well, and by the luſtre of the purple presẽ- 
ted to him. Maximianus, would needs play the Tyrant as well o- 
ver loues, as men, and plotting marriages, placeth his daughter 
in the coniugall bed of Conil an ius. to plant him in thethrone of 
Caeſars . 


8. Helena, of more worth then an Empire, vnderſtanding vue o 
the newes , bare this alteration with great conſtancy, not com- 5 Helena. 


playning , eyther of the chaunce, force, ordiſloyalty of Conſt an- 
tis: but accounting it an honour, that to refuſe her, no other 
cauſe was found, but the good fortune of her husband. She more 
feared, then enuied Scepters , and wat hidden in herlitle ſoli- 
tude as the mother of pearle, ynder the waues , breeding vp her 
young Cenftantine in ſuch ſort , as God ſhould direct her. Conflan- 
d int touched with this admirable vertue, lived in body with 
Theodora, & in hart with his Helena. He gave contentment in the 
Eaſt, to a man Imperious, and ſerved the ty mes. to haue his wil 
another day: But he was in the Weſt , in the better part of him- 
ſclfe. Beſides when he was abſolute, and that he muſt needs de- 
vide the Empire with Galerjzs bis Colleague, he voluntarily re- 
Gg 2 ſigned 


. 
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ſigned thereft of the world vnto him, to haue France, Spaine, and 
his Ile of England, where the moity ot his hart remained, 
Love of [tis a very hard matter, long toreltraine an honeſt, & laws 
Conſtan- full loue. It is ſayd when Sicily was torne frum ita. by an ar- 
tius and me of the Sea, which interpoſed ir ſelfe athwart , Palme - trees 
S. Helena. were found by the violence of waters rent aſunder ; which in 
figne of loue ſtill bowed the one to the other, as proteſting a- 
ainſt the Element, which had ſeparated their loues . The like 
— to Conſtantius, and Helens; the totrent of ambitions , & 
affaires of the world, hauing pai ted their bodyes, could not hin- 
der the inclinatiõs of their harts , Conſtantius returned into great 
Britayne, there to liue and make his tombe: tor he in the end 
dyed in the Citty of Torke: and as he being on his death bed was 
asked which of his children , he would haue ſucceed him, fince 
de ſids Conftantine, he had three ſonnes by Thesdera: at that time 
forgetting this ſecond wife. & her off pting, he ani wered aloud 
Conft antinum Pium, I will haue no other ſucce ſſour, but the Prows 
Conſtantine, which was approued by all the army. 

Thus God the Maiſter of Scepters , and Empites, willing to 
reward the modeſty of the yertuous Helens, layd hold ot her 
bloud, to giue it in the end, the Empire of the world; leauing 
the Sonnes of Theodora, to whome Maximin promiſed , all the 
greatnes of the world. 


Sect. 12. His Education, and Qualities. 


> GREAT Orator hath heretofore ſayd (ſpeaking of 

Conſtantine ) that he appeared as much aboue Kings, 

| Kings aboue all other men. It is the Elogy, which 
zwiter WER NS afterward S. Gregory gaue to our Kings. Verily he 


ante elit, 


was accompliſhed, with a ſpirit and body, in fo high 
— a degree of perſection, that there — — to ſee him, 
num regua and to iudge him worthy of an Empire. Nature ſometymes en- 
rern pro- cloſeth great ſoules in litle bodyes ill compoſed, as Fortune like- 
feclò veſtri wile hath placed Kings in Shepheards Cottages. It is a diſgrace 
cui nen ex deſerning ſome compaſſion, when a great Captaine is of ſo illa 
c. Pielence, as io be rale ſos one of his and be made to 


. 


— 
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cleaue wood, and ſet the pot ouer the fire, to prepare his oM ne 
dinner; as it hertofore happened to Philopomen. = os 
ö Conſtantine tooke no care for falling into ſuch accidents. It p 
ſeemed ( as EKumeniwlayth) that nature from aboue had beene di- Copſlan- 
$ patched, as a haue Harbinger, to ſcore out a lodging for this tive, * 
| great ſoule, and giue him a body ſurable to the yigour of his ſpis 
rit (ſo well was n compoſed, ) He was of a ſtature ſtreight as 2 
; Palme, of an aſpect ſuch, that the Orators of thattyme called it 
. diuvine;of a port full of Maieſty; his eyes ſparkled, like two litle 
ſtarres; and his ſpeech was naturally pithy, ſweet and eloquent; 
. his body ſo able toi E exeiciſes, that he amazed the itron- 
| geſt; and ſo ſound, that he had no diſeaſe. In theſe members ſo 
well proportioned, raigned a vigorous ſpirit, very capable of 
N learning, if the glory ot Armes, had not wholy uanſported him 
| 
| 
, 


into actions of his profeſſion. 
Hu father well enformed of his faire qualities, cauſed him 
to come into the Eaſt, where he tooke a tincture oſ good letters, 
at the leaſt ſo muchas was needſull for a warlike Emperour,and 
| applied himſelte aaa the exerciſe of Armes, whezin he 
appeared with ſo much admiration, that he Was already bebeld 
with the ſame eye, that we would an Achilles, or an Alexander, 
were they aliue againe. 
Diecletian , who had not as yet forſaken the Empire, would 
haue him at his Court, to worke him trom apprebefion ot Chri- 
ſtianity , to which he might be already diſpoſed, and dia him 
to the hatred of our Religis. It was a moſt dangerous ſchole tor He was 
this young Prince; for education ordinarily createth manners, bred inthe 
and we are all (as it were) that, which we haue learned to be Court of 
in our younger dayes. Conflantive notwithſtanding gathered Diocletian 
flowres in this gatden- bed, not taking the breath of the Serpent, 
which was hidden thexeunder..tHe ſoone learned from Diocletian 
military hp Bas ea to gouerne S ouldiers, good husbandry 
in reuenues, authority to become awhull : but he tooke nothing 
eyther ot his impiety, or malice, This Barbarous man in the be- 
pinning paſſionately loued him, and would perpetually haue 
im by his ſides; but when he ſa that paſting through Paleiimne , 
| and other parts of his Ki e, the younge Conflauine was 


more xelpeced gtheay higukelte , fo much bis cariage, eſpecially 
Gg 3 dem: 
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compared to the harſh countenance ot the Emperour , had emĩ- 
nence in it, he began to grow into ſuſpition; and (at it is ſayd Y 
deſited ſecretly to be rid of him. But Conſtantine preuented the 
blow, retiring vndet an honourable pretext, to the Court of Ga- 
lerius, the aſſociate of his father Conil antias, who moſt willingly 
left this ſonne with him in pledge, therby to hold ſome good cot. 
reſpondence with him. 
Conſtan- This Gdleriu, was a creature of Diocletians , who had hereto- 
tine at the fore declared him Ceſar, yet itill reteyned ſuch power ouet him, 
Court of that when he had dupleaſed him, he made him run on foote at- 
Galetius. ter his coach, not daigning ſo much as to looke ypon him. He 
in the beginning very curteouſly enterteined the S on of his faiths 
full triend, affording him all manner of fauours, but in ptoce ſſe 
of time he conceyued a ſtrong jealouſy, beholding in this young 
Mars, more excellent parts, then he had done in all the Coutts 
of the world beſides, 

Exceſſe of vertues ſtand in the accompr of crimes, with ma- 
ligne eyes, ſo as to become culpable,one muſt render himſelfe an 
able man. Galerius reſolued to overthrow Conftantine for thole 

ualities, which made him amiable to all the world; and not 
inking it ſafe to take him away by maine force, he made war 
againſt him, like a Fox, perſecuting him in that manner, as ſo- 
metymes Saul did the inuincible Dazid . He found by chaunce, 
that a King ot the Sarmatians made an incurfion on the tertito- 
ries ol the Romane Empire, and ſhewed himſelfe ſo furiout, 
that none durſt encounter him, more then an enraged beaſt G4- 
lerius gaue commiſſion to Cenitantine to giue him battaile, thin- 
king it was a molt honourable pretext to be freed from him, and 
that he had a reaſonable excuſe with Conftantias the father, when 
he ſhould ſhew him his ſonne dead in the bed of honour. The 
young man, who ſhut yp his eyes to daunget, and only ope- 
ned them to glory, went thither readily: and all ſucceeded fo 
proſperouſly , that he not only brake the troopes of the Sarma- 
tiens, but alſo led this King along enchayned to Galerius . This 
man, who receiued not ſo much ioy to ſee an enemy at his feete, 
as ſorrow for the proſperity of a friend, yery coldly commended 
this encounter, and determined with himſelſe to inuolue the 
vertue of Cenſlamine, in other battay les; ſtill ſceking in 3 
* Ou 
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It was at that tyme a thing very ordinary, to make con- 
demued men, to tight with ſauage beaſtes, in an Amphitheater, 
therby to giue contentment to thoſe, who are delighted to be- 
hold ſuch ipectacles . Galerius called for a combat of Lyons , and 
ſaw it with Ceaſtantine , who was very impatient to ſee thatſuch 
as yndertooke the aſſault ot thoſe beaſts performed it in his opĩ- 
nion ſo coldly . He therfore had a defire to aduenture himſelſe 
therin. Galerim, who obſerued him ouerſtrong tor men, thought 
he might find his tombe, in the belly of Lyons. Behold, why yn- 
der ws. of with holding him, he thruſt this younge Vertue 
further on, already much enkindled with his proper flames. Ihe 
valiant Prince deſcendeth in perſon into the liſt, andaſlayleth 
the Lion, home he flew with incomparable ſtrength, het u- 

on ſo loud acclamations, and ſo extraordinary applauſes, were 
raiſed through all the Amphitheater to the honour of bi aue Con- 
tine, that it alone was lutticient, to make the treacherous Ceſar 
burſt with anger. 

Enuy is a miſchieuous vice, it reſembleth thoſe mountaines, g 
which ſeeme deſitous to throw their burning entrailes, againit Eovy 4 
flowers, which bloſſome on their tops; as the Envious dart 
gall, and flames, againſt thoſe men, who bravely bloome ouer 
their heads. 

Galerius made the ſonne of his freind raigne in harts, by the 
fame wayes, where with heendeauoured to depriue him of life, 
and ſcepter. In the end he ſtill perſiſting in his wickedneſſe, and 
not ceaſiing to prepare new ambuſhes, ſome men of good vn- 
derſtanding aduiſed Conflantmeto withdraw himſelſe from the 
malignity of this wicked ma, which he did, forſaking his Court, 
without leauetaking , & ſpedily returning into England, where 
at that time his father expected him with much impatience . Zo- 

fimus ſayth that in this voyage be tooke the Poſt-borſes, which 
beſt fitted him, and maimed all the other to take from his ene- 
myes the meanes of purſuit, 


Set; 


— 
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Sect. 13. His entry into the Empire. | 


T was in this reuolution of tymes, that Divcletian, 
and Maximian hauing diſpoſſeſſed themſelues of the 
Empire, & that Conil ant ius hauing ſwayed certayne 
yeares with a moſt proſperous, and peaceable go- 
. yernment, dyed at Torke, a Citty of England, to the 
greatgreife ot the Welt, which he had ſo prudently gouerned. 
Conitantine by good chance was there; and nominated by his fa- 
ther for the Empire, a liile before his death: which judgment 
was approued with ſuch conſent ofthe Souldiers, and all the 
people, that he had ſcarcely as yet wiped away his teares, when 
the purple was caſt on his ſhoulders, and he ſaluted Emperour. 
The good Sonne, whothoughton nothing, but to render the 
Laſt dutyes of his piery to the memory of his Father , found this 
troubleſome, and would haue declined it by all meanes: but a 
ue Orator hath ſayd in his Pngirigue, there is no horſe ſo 
wift, which can ſteale trom mortalicyes a man, whome the 
prouidence of God purſueth with Empire in hand. He is con- 
ſtrained to yield, though through modeſty, he would not be ab- | 
ſolutly pronounced Emperour, but contented himſelſe with the 


Lui te title of Ceſar, welltorſceing he was to haue many great aſſanes 
G vpon his hand, before he could be peaceably eſtabliſhe d in his 
ut A710" throne. The firſt ſhock he had, came trom two Kings of Germs- 
_— ; d Ga, who paſſing the Rheine with h 
pere, quem . to Wit Aſſicar, and Gaiſus , who ng the Rheine with huge 
ſequebatur troopes, endeauoured to ouerwhelme the Gaules, thinking to 
Imperium, ſurpriſe a younge Emperour, (as yet) vncollected in the vncer- 
Bumenius. tanty of his affaires. But he nothing amazed ſpedily encounters, 
defeats , and takes them, leading them enchained in a triumph, 
wherupon ſucceeded an accident, which I ſhould rather attri- 
bute, to the humour of Diocletian, then that of Conſfantme. For af- 
ter he bad taken his pleaſure vpon theſe two Kings, he delivered 
them ouer to wild beaſtes, in a combat, which he cauſed to be 
Conſtant, preſented, for the entertainment of the people. And although the 
. Oratorsof his tyme, much 9 — this in him, as an act ot 


Iuſtice, tor the great ſpoiles they both had made, * 
ing 


— | 
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ding hauing regard to the quality of the perſons, this proceeding 
cannot be excuſed froma cruelty , neuer made familiar to the 
manners of Chriſtians. This ſttonge war dre v along With it ci- 
uill wars, Wherin the powers of the earth, encountered togea- 
ther, with incredible teruours, and terrible events, Behold' a 
merueylous game, anda great ſpectacle of the yanityes ofthe 
world: you ſhall ſee ſeauen Princes, who aſpired to the Monar- 
chy, drawing ech one to himſelſe, a piece of the Purple, which 
they rent, in pulling ;and deſpoiled themſelues of it, in ſeeking 
toput it on. 
The moſt fiery of them all. who would ſwallow the whole 
earth, could not haue ſo much as five foote to couer his body 
Maxentius, the ſonne of Marias companion of Diocletien, a man 
loſt in conſcience and reputation, condemned by the judgment A wonder 
of his owne Father, who thought him vnworthy to ſucceed in full ſpec» 
in the Empite, vnderſtanding that Conftantins was dead, and that tacle of 
they had choſen his Sonne, the young Conſtantive, borne of an 15, uf 
Engliſh Mother, entreth into deſperate furies , and being then — 
at Rome, ready for the purpoſe, cauſed himſelfe to be declared Em- : 
our, by the Souldiers, whome he had gained alluring them 
y the meanes of large promiſſes . Galerius, who after the death 
of Conſſ ant ius, & the retirement of Diocletian & Maximian, thought 
himſelte the neereſt to the Monarchy, laboureth ſpeedily to hin- 
der the tyranny of Maxentius ; and hauing already made two Ce- 


ſars to ſucceed, to wit Severus, and Maximinus, he diſpaicheth Se- 


ger With all diligence, to ſuppreſſe Maxentins: and as this Sexe- 
rut Was now gone out of Millan, bending towards Rome, with 
Legions of Africa» Souldier, Maxentias preuented him, defeats 
him, as well by treaſon, as force, takes him, and cauſeth him to 
be vnworthyly ſtrangled. Galerizs —_— incenſed with this 
outrage, would needs fall vpon the Weſt, all tull of lightnings, 
and flames; but the diſtruſts of the ſafty of his territoryes ſtayed 
him, and made him create another Ceſar, named Licinius: after 
Whoſe nomination he ſuruiued not longe, for he dyed of an in- 
curable V icer , Heaven reuenging his mis-deedes, by a horrible 
malady , and an enraged death. After his deceaſe theſe two Ca- 
ſart, who were both of his fation, Licinius, and Maximinur, be- 
held one another, with a icalous eye, and made thew of conte- 

Hh ſtationz 
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ſtation; but Maximinus dying at Tharſus, of a very ſuddaine death, 
decideth the difference by an irreuocable reſignation. 
Marini In the meane tyme aximian, Who deſpoy led of Empire, 
the aun. before he had a will to reſigne it, as yet teteined bloud ſpaiklin 
cient com · in the yeynes, like a younge man: and ſeing they had lifted his 
panion of Sonne, to the Throne, whom he had ever reputed a man of no 
Diocletia worth, he burnt with icalouſy , and burſt wich anger. He ther- 
would fore haitned to find out his old Hermit Diocletjen, in his grot,and 
— = endeauoured to perſuade him by all meanes poſſible to xcafſume 
Empire & the Empire. 
bis Oratis Shall we endure(ſayth he) great Auguſtus, this youngſter ſo 
vpon that to inſult proudly ouer the patrimony ofthe Vniueiſe, and make 
ſubieck ſport with the Maieſty of the Romane Empire ? Your authority 
_—_ tranſported me to a reſolution, to which (that I may (peak 
— of * neuer had any great inclination : but I patiently bare 
Mr bg it whilſt I ſaw Galerius, and Coniſ antius, in the Gouernment of 
which Zo the Empire, who ſeemed two heades very fit for a Crowne. But 
fimus ma- now behold my Maxentiut, to whoſetruſt I would not haue cõ- 
keth to mitted the houls of a filly Burger of Rome, to gouerne it; behold 
paſſe for 2 young Brittan, and another | know not who, true muſhro- 
_— mes ſprung vp in a night, that would diuide berweene them Eu- 
by note. Vepe, 4ſt. and 4 ſfrica. God knoweth what I ſpeake is not through 
ble equi- ambition, but ſeeing the houſe of our fathers, and our owne all 
vocation , on fire, it is yery good reaſon , we bring water to quench it. 
reading Whatdoyou herein this miſerable grot? You are not made for 
Cont, it, the cternall Prouidence, which ſhould haue fixed you on the 
for ci. gouetment of the world ( ſo neceſſaty are you forit) is aſhamed 
to ſee you among beaſts, and peaſants. To ſpeake freely, you 
„ haue goneawry,and it is very ill interpreted; your great cou- 
„ tage hath euet better hitherto, loued to erre, then auo w a fault: 
„ and I ſtill was of yout opinion, while tyme permitted; but at 
this preſent , when the world runs all into confuſion expec- 
ting no reparation, but from pus hands, with what water can 
»” you waſh the ſtaynes of the bloud, not of one man, nor oftwo, 
but ofa whole world: which hall ſtick ypon your forhead. and 
2» of all poſterity , if to obey a fantaſy of ſpirit, you ſuffer the Em- 
55 pire to be loſt? Thiake you whe theſe young men ſhalbe May- 
Rers, you ſhall enioy this grot in ſafty ? You haue too much cou- 


rage, 


The Solder. 1243 
rage, and Tyranny too much diſtruſt. to leaue you ſo much, as 0 
lie, when it can yncontrollably take it from you. Let vs go cc 
* and reaſſume the Diadem; we ſhall no ſooner ſtampe „, 
with a foote, but we ſhall make all the world follow vs in a- 
mes , for our ſeruice. If you ſtill affect this kind of retirement, : 
you ſhall rhither returne agayne , when we haue pacified all- 
but ( belicue me) an Empu is a ſhirt, neuer to be put off, but 
with the skinne. ce 

Theſe perſuaſions were very mouing : notwithſtanding 
Diocletian, who concluded all his wiſdome in the obſtinacy of his 
reſolutions, replyeth. | 

Maximian, I abſolutely renounce, all the freindſhip, which 


— 


is berweene vs, if euer you ſpeake to me of ſuch affaires. What A brave 


leuity haue you obſerued in my proccedings to wade me to fel of 
this change ? I _ before the Gods immortall , I will neuer Di * 


returne to the Gouernment of the Empire, no more then to my 
mothers wombe . Miſerable man that you ate, haue you yet fo 
litle experience ofthe vanity of worldly things, as to preſer a 
ragge of Purple before your liberty? I do not know, what con- 
tentment you may take in gouernment , but for my part, I con- 
feſle to you, I then ſlept on thornes, and fed on gall . I neyther ce 
enioyed day, nor night retirement, nor trauell; nay not ſleepe ce 
for my ſelfe, ambition depriuing me of things , which criminals ,, 
find ynderferters , & which nature is pleaſed ſhould be common . 
to all the world. | muſt live by exterior ſhe wes , countenances. 
and ſmokes ; and if others once did, what I would haue them, 
they made me a thouſand times do, what I would not. It isſayd ©* 
a Planet, which hath it's exaltation in one ſigne, finds euer its *< 
counterpoiſe in another. If I had any good ſucceſſe on the one ce 
fide, I was euer paid onthe other, with ſome diſcontent. My 
defires were infinite, and though I ſeemed very potent, I neuer 
had the hundreth part, of what I wiſhed and verily I knew, , 
not my ſelfe, what I would haue, ſo many defired'l, which day- 
ly taught me mine one impotency. What a goodly delight 
haue we to couer the earth with armes, and the Sea with veſſels, 
and ſetch out a great circuit to ſeeke out a felioity, which we * * 
neuer finde? What liberry, to liue a ſlaue of «be world, v0 paſ⸗- 
ſeſſe the world ? What riches to begge cuen from theſweat of 3 * 
Hh 2 


Peaſant, 


2 
red ou reſolution, in ſorſaking the Diademe, will be the firſt, 


» Peaſant, to entertaine rior? What tranquility, to liue perpetually 
in torment 2 Your conſcience knowes, it is true, which 1 (ay: if 
youand I will entermedle with affaires, according to the obli- 
gation of our charges, what care muſt there be for reuenewes? 

® What trauaile for military matters ? What watching tor Lultice? 

® What noiſe ypon the complaints of ſo many Prouinces, powred 
out at our feete W hat feare of ſurprizes? What diſtruſt of friends? 

» What deadly ſweats tor treaſon? What anxieties, and what ap- 

» ptehenſions of fo many lamentable euents, which happen to 

others before our eye: if we teſigned the care of affaires, to two 
or three men of our Cabinet, they diſturbed one another, and 
ſould ys to their ambition. vnder colour of ſeruice . In the end 

® the cauſed vs tocarry the ſeeming Scepter , of all their follies, 

and made vs accountable for all the hauock , iniuſtices, and mi- 

» ſeries of humane kinde. Is not here cauſe inough to defire ſuch 
v ſlauery?If you and I, had bodyes of whales to cloath , and ſto- 
v macks to be fed with huge ſommes of gold every houre in the 
» day, I would ſay, that needs we muſt returne to theſe kind of 
ſpoiles to content vs . 

But we haue to do with few things, and for a litle ſpace. 
*I {weare vnto you, that from the time I betooke me to this re- 
v tirement, it hath ſeemed that all the Elements are for me, and 
» that I neuer was eyther more powertull, more rich, or conten- 
» ted. I haue found all, that, which | ſought for, health, repoſe, 


z truth, wiſdome, arts, and the Gods. Go not here about to colour 


» Y our ſpecious oratiĩõ with pretexts of the publique good, I well 
know , where your ambition itcheth : beleeue me, he is neareſt 
to heauen , who leaſt careth in whoſe hands the earth is. What 

* —— it, that younge Conftentine, Maxentius, and Licinins di- 

® uide the world I ſhall ſee them ſtrive togeather, like ants about 

® a graine of earth. If the world muſt be loſt, as it is very likely, l 

» had ratherit were in their hands, then mine. I very well ſee the 

» Empire is fick to the death; I haue forſaken it, like an old Phiſi- 

tian , and will heare no more ſpeach of it, then ofa body in the 

Coffin. Beleeue me, neither you nor I can do any thing for its 

health; but to witneſſe our inability . Allthoſe who haue admi- 


® that willcaſt the one againſt our inconſtancy, if we weaklygo 
ut 


— 
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about torequire, that, which we ſo generouſly haue abandoned. 


God torbid I chould enter into a fantaſy to deſpoile my ſelle of a , 


glory, that neuer any one Monarch had before me, which is the 
contempt of a world, when I had it in mine hands. It you be 
teſolued to looſe your (elfe, doit without company; your friẽd- 
ſhjp ought to pretend nothing vpon me to the prejudice of mine 
honour , and conſcience. And whereas yon propoſe vnto mc 
the danger of my perſon, I do not thinke, that Enuy will extend 
it (elf ouet the Coleworts, and Lettice of this litle garden, plan- 


14 


ce 


ce 


ted by mineowne hands: and ſhould they come thither, I haue ce 
already liued longe inough, according to the courſe of nature, ,, 


inough to ſatisfy the defire, which 1 had of Glory, and too much, 


to ſee the mi ſeries of the world. I will not think much, to render 


* 


vp this life, which I haue yp6 my lips, to him, who gaue it me. 
We mult needs ſay this man had a great vndetſtanding, and“ 


goodly Maximes. For had not miſcheife giuen him the ſpirit of 
a hangman againſt Chriſtianity , he might be accompred in the 
number of the greateſt —— Maximian was much amazed 
at the conſtancy of his reſolution . Notwithſtanding, as the de- 
fire he had to returne to his former honour was infatiable, he 
ſpared not to take the purple againe, and beare himſelfe, as Em- 
perour , proteſting it was the defire of publique good, with put 
the Scepter into his hands. 


It is an admirable thing, how his ambition was diſcounte- Maximis 


nanced. He, who promiſed himſelfe, much reſpe& , was hiſſed 
at by the Souldiers ,as a man vaine, vnconſtant, and ſhallow; 
was chaſed out of Italy, and Sclavoris, and other places, which he 
ſought to poſſeſſe; and reduced ( as it were) to ſuch termes, as 
to {ce himſelte at the mercy of his Sonne, which he apprehen - 
ded as the laſt of his affliions . Although ſome haue thought 
there was colluſion berweene the Father, and the Sonne, for the 
accommodation of their affaires . He wiſhed now to be inthe 
bottom of a Caue with his Diocletian : but ſince he had begun the 
play he muſt finiſh his act. The ſubtile man, who well foreſaw, 
that Maxentius witleſſe Prince, was ypon ruine , reſolued to lea- 
pus himſelfe firmly to the fortune of Conflentine . Behold , why 
ing retired in haſt towards him, hauing engaged his houſe in 
the Empire, it was not difficult forhim to find acceſſe there, 2s 
. 


— 
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alſo for that the new Emperour, in this great concourſe of Ar- 
mes, and affaires, was very willing to make vſe of the Counſell 
of a man, refined in policy , | 

Maximian entreth ſo fat into the hatt, & iudgement of Con- 
ſtantine, that to tye him the more to himſelte, and wholy cyment 
vp his owne Haber he gaue his daughter Fauila in marriage to 
himzwhome the young Prince eſpouſed in his ſecond wedlocke, 
hauing firſt of all beene martied to Mineruna, by whome he had 
two children Criſpus, and Helena. This marriage of Faxſts, was 
ſolemnized with much magnificence, and the Sonne -rendred 
ſo much honourto his Father-in-law, that he ſeemed to retayne 
nothing of the Empire, but the name, and habit, diuiding with 
him the reſt of his power. : 

We may well ſay the ſpirit of Maximian was turbulent, and 
inſupportable; for not ſatisfying himſelfe with all this excel- 
lent entertainment, he thought he was nothing, if he wore not 
vpon his forehead the Diadem, which he had forſaken, He be- 

an to ſet things in order at the Court, and prepare factions, in 
uch ſort that he ſeemed to haue no other purpoſe, but to ſer his 
Sonne, and his Sonne- in- law togeather by the eares, to enioy 
both their ſpoiles . In the end he put his deſigne very farre vpon 
the fortune, and life of Conftantine, and being ( as he was) vaine 
to talke of his enterpriſes, namely to his daughter Faufs, whome 
he eſteemed to be of a good diſpoſition, he opened himſelfe ſo 
much to her, that he made (as ſayth a wiſe man) of his lips the 
ſnare of his ſoule. For the younge married wife , who had more 
affection in ſtore for her husband, then her father, and who ha- 
uing already the taſt of Empire, would not yeild it vp to him, 
to whome ſhe owed her birth, haſtened to tell all to Confantime, 
aduiſing he ſhould take heed of his Father-in-law, and that he 
was a wicked man, who would if it were poſſible, deceiue all 
the Gods of Olympus, for the defire he had to raigne. Maximian 
well perceined , that his daughter had diſcouered the plot, and 
that there was no further ſafty for him at the Court of his ſonne- 
in-law; he ſecretly ſtole away , and endeauoured toregaine the 
Eaſt ; but was taken tardy at Marſells , and there ſtrangled, to 
nean end to his life, and all bly ſignes. Some haue publiſhed, 
he hanged himſelfe, throug delpaire of hi allaizes; * 
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thatit was by the commaundement of Conſtantine: Others haue 2% bez, 
ſaid, that his Sonne-in-law was willing to ſaue him, but the pu- 

blike hatred borne againſt Maximian, preuented clemency, which 

I thinke the more probable. 

Verily I would not diſguiſe theexorbitances, practiſed by Y ior 
Conſtantine, before his entrance into Chriſtianity : for he cannot Naparius; 
be iuſtified vpon ſome diſorders. But ſince Zeſimu the hiſtorian, No o 
who paidoneth him in nothing, chargeth him not with this £9 » 193 
death, I ſec no cauſe, why we ſhould accuſe him, te Viudicas 

Behold the deſperate end of Maximien : after he had perſecu- b 
ted the Church, embroiled Empires, al- armed the whole world, 
by the extrauagances of his ambition , an infamous haulter ta- 
keth a litle aire from him, which he thought he could not frely 
enough breath, whilſtany man ſtood more eminent, then him- 
felfe. Let vs now ſee the good gouernment of his Sonne. 


Sect. 14. His provveſſe againſt Maxentius, 


N AxzNrIvs had reduced the Citty of Rome into 
61) N 9 5 2 ſuch a conditis , that there wasnoforreſt oftheenes 
N $ wherein the lives of Cittyzens were not more cn f 
Y MA 9 (afe,then in their houſes. He, who held his aduan- 7. f 
cement from Souldiers , for recompence gaue them 
the priuiledge oſ all crimes;ſo that inthe brave orations, which 
he made to them, no words were more frequent in his mouth, 
then theſe, Fruimini, Difipate, Prodigite: Enioy, Rist, Spend: & what 
he ſayd in words, he firſt of all taught by example. What euer 
Auaricecauld do in rapines, prodigality in profuſions, cruelty in 
maſlacres , Luxury in adulteries ,a Barbazous life in all kind of 
brutiſhnes , returned ypon the great Theater of the world, in 
the perſon of Maxentius, When he had cauſed houſes to be rifled, 
& yn worthily maſlacred the beſt qualified Senators, be betooke 
himſelfe to the honour of Ladies, which he endeauoured to 
taynt with all ſorts of artifices. Amog other things it is recoun- 
ted, that hauing caſt his eyes ypon a Lady, a Chriſtian by pro- 
felſion; and wife of a Senator of an honourable rancke ; he diſ- 
patched villaynes , who ſerued him ia ſuch like ordures , to — 
tac 
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tach her, with ſword, and violence in their hands. The time- 

rous husband ſayd to the Emperours guard, he would refer this 

matter to be treated, at the will of his wife. She vaderſtanding, 

what was practiſed, went preſently out, and ſhewed to thele 

wicked meſſengers, that ſhe was not now in a fitſtateto be pre- 

ſented before the Emperours eyes, and prayed they would giue 

heralitle tyme to put on her attyres; which they moſt willingly 

- condeſcended ynto. The cquragious woman, inſpired (as it was 

Simil. 8, thought) with a particular inſtin& from God, caſt her ſelfe at 

ap the feet of out Saviour, holding a poynard in her hands, and 

1 © therupon began to ſay : What ſhall we do (O Holy Chaſtity) 

which I with ſo much loialty haue preſerued in the coiugal bed, | 

' neuer hauing admitted a forraine loue to enter into my hart?Shal 

” wenoW abandon thee, to the pollutions of a Tyrant, forſaken | 

” both by God, and men? Let vs rather dye. Dye? It is one of my | 

2» great deſires, but to dy by owne hands is a Sinne. Vet the inſpi- 

; ration of God d ictateth to me, he will not be offended with the 

,, remedy , which is only leſt me, to decline my vuhappyneſſe. I 

„ will follow the ſpirit and leaue nothing to the fleſh, wherewith 

to diſpleaſe God, If there be a fault in it, my hope ſhall ſmother 
it, and my bloud ſhall waſh it away. 

Vpon theſe words, interrupted with ſighes, ſhe thurſt the 

oynard into her boſome, giuing end to her lite, to eternize 

er Honour. . 

The Baudes, who expected her at the — much 
at the length of time ſhe beſtowed in dreſſing, entred into the 
chamber, & found her drenched in her owne bloud: where with 
they were ſo amazed, that feare gaue them winges to fly, and 
make relation to the Emperour , of what had paſſed: but the 
wretched Pharas, was not forall this any thing mollified , ſtill 
continuing his Sacriledges with magicke, and horrible witch= 

crafts, vntill ſuch time, that Conftentine came to awaken him. 
| 
, 


Behold one of the nobleſt acts of valour, which hath euer 
beene among all the Emperours, that eyther haue preceded, or 
ſucceeded the great Conſtantine . For hauing ſought peace by all 
manner of reaſonable wayes, and ſeing Maxentiut would by no 
meanes hearken vnto ir, but that he cauſed his Images, and ſta- 
tues to be broken, and dregged ouer dunghils, he reſolued - = 

t 
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fault him with a iuft war, in which he began (although not pu- 
bliquely) to abandon the falſe Gods , and refigne him̃ ſelfe into 
the hands ofthe Sauiotr of the world, therunto invited, by that 
excellent viſion ot the Croſſe, and other Circumſtances, which 
I reſerue for the ſubſequent Sections : where I intend toſpeake 
of his calling to Chriſtianity. 

It was from this ty me that he tooke this fatall Banner, cal- 
led the Labarum, wherin the name of out Sauiour was Written in 
cettaine Cyphers. 

The army of Maxentius was copoſed by the report of Zoſimus, 
of a hundred threſcore, & ten thouſand foot men, with eighteene 
thouſand horſe; totces ſo terrible, that they were able to op the 
moſt aduenturous. 

Conftantme amaſſed rogeather Gaules ; and from Exgland, and 
France it ſelſe, in the name of inhabitants ypon Rheine, all the for- 
ces he could get, and — into the ſield about ninety thouſand 
footmen, with many horſes of ſetuice, which onely amounted 
to eight thouſand . It is the ſupputation of Zoſimus , although 
others ſufficiently declare the troopes were far leſſe. He who 
relation of Exſebizs was then about thirty yeares of axetabough 
others make him younget) ſhewed in the mannage of this amy. 
all the qualities, which might be deſired, in the moſt accom- 
pliſhed Captaine. For he marched from the Rheine, yntquhe wals 
of Rome, with ſingulet order, and vnparalelled dexterity, 

When he entred into Italy he found many reſiſtances, both 
ofmen, and Cytties, who endeauoured to ſtop his paſſage , in 
ſuch ſore, that needs he muſt giue two, or three bartels, which he 
moſt couragiouſly obteyned, forcing the rebellious Cytties, and 
very courteouſly vſing thoſe, who rendred themſelues into 
his hands. In the end he had purpoſe, to lay ſiege to the Citty 
of Rome. Maxentius, who might haue tyred him out with long 
delayes, reſolued to oppoſe, and with all expedition ioy ne bat- 
tell, confiding in the vaſt multitude of his forces, which he had 
very freſh, to ſet ypon an army, already wearied with ſo great 
a iourney. 

Be ſides he had made many notable works, ouer Tyber , on the 
bridge Miluias, which the Romans now call Ponte-mole. His engi- 
nieis promiſed him, that with I buckles of Irõ, they _ 

U 
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build and demoliſh the bridge, as he ſhould thinke good : 80 
that when his army was to paſſe, it ſhould go vpõ firme groũd, 
| and when Conitantine with Bis troopes ſet toore ypon it , they 
If were but to let a certayne Engine looſe, to drowne the bridge 
1 and caſt it into the riger . It teemed to Maxentius he had two 


ſtringes to his bow, eyther to overthrow Confantine in the field 
1 with a huge army, or entrap him wich the ſtratagem of this brid- 
J 55 , When he was engaged in the battell, and that he had giuen 

4 im a taſt of the purſuit. 
[1 | V pon this reſolution he paſſed the Tyber with his army. con- 
Wh ftantine moſt glad to haue drawne him out of the walls of Rome, 
1 raungeth his battalions with merueylous dexterity , and diſpo- 
ſed his Souldiers to the fight. Behold rwo dreadfull armyes, 
which looked one ypon another, like to huge clouds full of ſtor- 
mes, ready to powre downe ypon the heads of many mortalls, 
The Lot is caſt , and the quarrell of the Empire of the world 
is muſt be determined in a few houres.The braue Conftantine reſol- 
| | ued, with that ſmall proportion of horſe he had (yet men moſt 
14 daring ) to aſſayle the Caualry of Marentius, and for a ſingular 
1 teſtimony of his valour, and the truſt he had in God, he firſt of 
1 all appeared in the head of his army, and with many paces ſet 
/ forward before the reſt , making his Horſe curuet in a martial} 
| manner. It was an eaſy matter to know him, for his armes ſhined 
all with%gold , and his helmet was ſet with pretious ſtones, His 
enemies began tofall vpõ him in good earneſt ; but the Captai- 
nes of Conitantine, (eeing their Emperour, ſo generouſly to out- 
braue danger, followed him with ſuch teruour , as if every one 
of them expected an Empire for recompence . They fell like 
lightning vpon their enemies, who were much amazed at this 
1 firſt charge; yet they notwithſtanding made good reſiſtance, but 
forall their endeauours, thoſe of Conitantine, brake through, and 

defeated them . 

; Maxentins beholding his Caualry , in which he repoſed all 
Maxetiu* hĩs hope to be ſo ill handled, reſolued ypon a retreat to make yſe 
aefeated of his bridge , and dro ne Conftantine engaged in the purſuit of 
thoſe that fled. But oh the juſtice of God! The wicked man (as 
ſayth the Royall Prophet) falleth into the dicch, which he him- 

ſelfe had digged. It is notknowne whether thole beſotted En- 
| giniers 
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piniers fay led in their defigne,or wingher the great numbers of 
thoſe that fled cauſed this ruine: but the bridge brake vnder Ma- 
xentius his feete, & threw him into Tyber all bloudy, like another 
Pharas in the red ſea , with all the principall of his Empire, who 
enuironed his perſon. Heamazed at ſo violenta fall, hoped yet 
to tecouer the other ſhore , being excellently mounted, where 
he was ſeene to wraltle a certay ne ty me with the waues, which 
in the cad ſwallowed him vp. There was in the beginninge a 
— ſlaughter of thoſe , who made reſiſtance: but in the end 
eeing their Emperour drowned, they yielded all to the mer- 
cy ot Conſtantine, who ſtayed the victorious ſword in the bands 
of Souldiers, to conſecrate it to Clemency. 

He did well to ſearch for the body of Maxentius in Tyber to 
take of his head, which was fixed on the point ofa launce, and 
borne to Rome, & Aſſrick, toſatisfy Iuſtice for the enormous tor- 
faits he had committed, when he was aliue. From thence this 
braue Conqueror is receyued into the Citty of Rome, as an An- 
gell deſcended from heauen, for the deliuerance of the world. 
Neuer was triumph ſo highly valued (as his) becauſe in the tro- 

heys ofother Emperours , they triumphed for the gayning of 
—. far · diſtant Prouince; but in this ſame, loſt Rome recouered 
it ſelfe. The 2 of nations ceaſed to be the prey of nations, 
and now breathed a (ſweeter ayte of auncient liberty. If euer 
Prince ſaw a glorious day in all his Lyfe, this was it, which ſhi» 
ned then ouer the head of Conftantine. They came from all parts 
of Italy to behold him, and thoſe who had ſeene him, thought 
they had liued long inough, ſuppoſing it vnſit tobehold any o- 
ther humane thing. 

Amongſt ſo many notable ſpectacles, at that tyme in the 
Citty , none was looked ypon , but he; his face was the obiect 
ofall their admirations , and his valour the matter of all diſcour- 
ſes. The Senate to witneſſe the ioy they conceyued for this vi- 
Rory, prepared him a triumphall Arch , all of Marble, one of 
the ſtatelieſt monuments , that euer had been to the honour of 
a Conquerour, Wherein this inſcription was engrauen » 
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Q nod inftinftu Dininitatu , mentis 
Magnitudine, cum &xercitu ſu » 
Tam de Tyranno , quam de eius 
Omni fattione uno tempore, iuſtis 
Rempublicam vltus eſt armis, 
Arcum triumphis inſignem dicauit. 


It is ſayd. That the Senate. and people of Rome dedicated this 
Triumphall Arch to Conſtantine Emperour , and great Pontifice , 
happy Prince, and Auguſtus : becauſe by an inſtinct of divinity, 
and an admirable greatneſſe of Courage, he had with his Army 
freed the Common wealth, from a Tyrant, and all his faction, 
by the iuſtice of his armes: where, in the Arch on the right hand 
were read theſe words, Liberatori Vrbis, on the left had, Fundators 
Quietzs , which clearly declared him, the Freer of the Citiy, & Foun- 
der of Repoſe. It had likewiſe inſcribed on ĩt, the number of yeares, - 
in which they deſired to render yowes for this glorious victory. 
Obſerue, as you paſſe a Jong, that the Senate was (as yet) Pagan, 
and that notwithſtanding they knowing the deuotion which 
Conftantme bare to the Sauiour of the world, though he were (a8 
yet) not declared Chriſtian, abſtained from the mention of Gods, 
and ipake only of one Divinity. 
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Sect. 13. The death of Diocletian, and feats 
of Armes performed by Conſtantine a- 
gainiFLycinius., | 


In en I haue vndertaken to repreſent the famous 
warlikeats of Conſtantine to ſhe his ariual to Mo- 
narchy ; I will here inſert the end ot Diocletian , and 
Licmmns . When Conftantine cauſed his Standards to 
match againſt Maxentius, there remained no more 
of ſo many Ceſars, but Licinius, who was created alittle before 
the death of Galerius. The brothers of Conftkancine would alter no- 
thing. Diocle:ian remained in his retirement. There was none, but 
this Licinius, who was an old Souldier, a man raiſed from no- 
thing. but aduanced by Armes, and who had done ſo good ſet- 
uices to Galerius, the Creature of Diocletian, in the warte; which 
he had againſt the Perſians; that out of the meere teſpect of his va- 
lour, he was choſen Emperour. 

In all other things he was of a rude and groſſe ſpirit, as deri- 
ued from Peaſants, & who all his life had done nothing elſe, but 
handle Iron, ey ther for tillage, or warre, not having acquired 
any neatneſſe of a ciuill life, Behold the cauſe, why being igno- 
rant, and proud, he extremely hared learning, which he called 
the Poiſon of the Empire : and had itbeene in his power, he 
would haue baniſhed al-knowing men, that there might be no- 
ne able to reproach his ignorance. Conſtantine as wile as warlike, 
ſaw well, he maſt mannage this ſpirit, w ho might much trouble 
him in his deſigne againſt Maxenrras , for which cauſe follow ing 
this counſell, hepromiſed him a (hare in the Empire, and his 
fiſter Conſtantia in marriage. Itis held this marriage was ſolem- 
nized at Milan, a litle after the defeate of Maxentius, where many 
treaties paſſed berweene Conſtantine, and Licinius, touching their 


prĩncipalities, and from that time a moſt fauourable Edict was 


made, for the reeſtabliſhmẽt of Chriſtiãs, & the honour of Chri- 


ſtianity; which Licinins although a Pagan refuſed not to — 
' - Viflor addeth , that Diocletian yas ſent for to the wedding of 
Ii 3 1 Licinjus. 


— — — 
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Licinias . For it was much defired to hears him ſpeake, and ſee 
what he had vpon his hart, His ſpirit being very able to gius 
cauſe of diſtruſt to two Princes, who were defirous to eſtabliſh 
themſelues in all ſecurity: 

The ſubtile Hermit on the other fide, who feared to be ouer- 
taken, made anſwere; in which he beſought their Maieſties, to 

iue him leaue to liue in his Hermitage, andaffoard him, that, 
tor delight, which others commonly tooke for puniſhment; that 
he had not for the time to come any mind ypon marriages, and 
that as his age diſpenſed him from voyages, fo retixement freed 
him from the vaine pleaſures ofthe world. That his preſence 
could nothing contribute to this action; that the vneaſines of 
wayes , would much preiudice his health. In the end, ſince the 
reſolution he had made neuer to enterinto the mannage otany 
affaires, had left him no other ſhare, but vowes, and prayers, he 
would employ them for their proſperities. 

Theſe fayre words, ſatisfyed not the Emperours , who had 

a deſire , to draw the wolfe out of the wood: which gaue them 
occaſion to write back againe to Diocletian letters very ſharpe, as 
it they would willingly inuolue him, in the buſines of Maxentius. 
At this tyme the miſerable man plainly ſaw, the yengeance of 
God ſought him out, in the place which he ſo obſtinatly choſe 
for his repoſe. 

When that notable Edict was read ynto him „which was 
made in fauour of Chriſtians, and that he vnderſtood Churches 
were already built for them euery where; that they aſſembled 
to celebrate their feaſtes which all liberty; that Conſtantine had 
cauſed the Croſſe to be ſet ( euen) in his Banners, and that on 
euery ſide, the prayſes of leſus of Nazareth were preached: On the 
contrary, that the Temples of falſe Gods were ſhut vp, their ſta- 
tues broken, their Aultars- overturned, and that all Paganiſme 
went to con fuſion; This dire full perſecutor then feltan infinite 
number of vipets to teare his entraills . And ſeing beſides, that 
he with ſo much ſharpnes was ſent for, he imagined the Chi- 
ſtians victorious our perſecution , would rent him in a thouſand 

ieces . Thereupon hauing his ſoule extremely perplexed, and 
lis body burthened with diſeaſes, languiſhing and incurable, he 
perpetually inuoked Death, the moſt amiable of all his arr 
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ſes, to deliuer him from the ignominies, and toiles of life, In the 
end the too ſlowly anſwering his deſire (as the moſt probable 
opinion ſpeakes) he haſtened her pace, taking poiſon, as a man, 
who could not dye by a worſe hand, then his owne, 

Behold the deſperateend of the greateſt Perſecutor, which 
the Church hath euer had: who endeauouring to extirpate out 
Religion, hath filled our Martyrologes with the names of Mar- 
tyrs , our Aultars with veneration, Chriſtianity with Crowns, 
and the world with vertues, and buried himſelte in the rombe of 
deſpaire, & infamy; to teach all Great ones, that a worſe blind- 
nes cannot fall vpon them, then the perſecution of Innocents, 
whoſe bloud hath a voice in it, which cryeth out to the memory 
of all ages. 

Licanius being alienated from the friend ſhip of Conſlantins, fai- Conditits 
led not to put Diocletian into the number of the Gods, although of Lici« 
himſelfe were ſhortly after to be razed from the number of men. nius, 
This Creature, who by report of Heathens of his o ne faction 
Was couetous, cholericke , and laſciuious, could not long com- 
ply with the humours of Cenftantine:for he ceaſed not to torment 
the Chriſtians , which were in his Empire, with exceſſiuecruel- 
ties, though himſelte ( as we haue ſayd) had figned Edidts in 
their fauour. 

Conſtantine , who ſuffered as much as he thought reaſonable, Firſt bat- 
ſeing his ſpirit became vntractable, armed againſt him. The firſt — 
encounter was at Cibales, a Citty of Sclauonia, where Conflantine _ 
was encamped ypon a hill, and Liciniur in the valley. The bat- 
tell was very ſharp on both ſides, it laſted a whole day, from 
morning till night, they ſcarcely breathing; and therin Confan- 
tine ſuſtained much daunger, had it not beene that the (pur of ho- 
nour , whichled him, made him do admirable things, which in 
the end diſcomfited Licinius, and put him to flight: he went cree- 

ing away, like an old Serpent, who had teceiued many blowes, 
— yet retayned ſtrength, & poiſon . For hauing gained Thrace, 
where he thought himſelte ſtrongeſt, he rallied his iroopes, and 
diſpoſed himſelſe for another war . 

Conflantine ſtoutly followes him, finding meanes to paſſe 
the Riuers ; wherof theſe flying enemies had broken the bridges 
to cut of their way, and he ſo ſpeedied, that he ſuddenly — in 

Thrace, 


ki * * 
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Thrace, neere to the Army of Licimw. From that very euenĩng he 
ranged his forces for fight, reſoluing to giue them batrell, at the 
breake of day. Licimns ſeeing they followed him fo hard at heeles, 
makes a vertue of neceſſity, and animated himſelte ro ſuſtaine 
the ſhocke, hauing no want ot men able to do brauely. This ſe- 
cond battell was alſo very rough, both partyes bearing them- 
ſelues manfully: and as the ballance of victory ſeemed not yet to 
encline eyther to one fide, ot other : behold ſiue thouſand Le- 

ionaries of Conſtantine , that had very long chaced Licmus, not 
— abble to overtake him, who atiued in the heat of this bat- 
taile, and fell ypon his army to encloſe it; but he { who was to 
ſay truly) valiant in the art military, detended himielte very 
well, and in the end freeth himſelfe from this fight, with com 
fi:ion to leade Sclauma to Conſtantine, conteating himſelſe to 
raigne in Thrace, and the Eaſterne parts. 

This accord was ſigned with the bloud of Valens, home 
Licinius had before created Caſar, and whoſe puniſhment Conſtan- 
tine demaunded in this treaty of peace, as he, who was author 
of all thoſe Ciuill diſſentions. T his peace ſo plaiſtered vp, laſted 
not long. Lirinius ſtill ypon alteration, could not containe him- 
ſelte within the limits of reaſon . He gathered togeather a great 
multitude of ſhips, from the coalt of Cyprus, AEgypt, Phenicia , Af- 
frica, Bythinia, and other places, and et a great Armada to fea. 
On the ot her part he had a hundred, and fitty thouſand foote, in 
the field , with ſitteene thouſand hotſe. Conftantine well percei- 
ned, that he aymed at Monarchy, and had ſet yp his reſt. Be- 
hold the cauſe, why he prepared huge forces to confront him, 
making a nauall army, of about two hundred great ſhips of war, 
with two thouſand of burden, a foote-torte of a hundred, and 
twenty thouſand men, ten thouſand as well Caualliers , as 
braue Sea men. 

Great vi- Now was the time the affaire of Empires muſt perempto- 
@ory of rily be decided. Conſtantine armed with the Confidence, which 
C:nitan- he had in the Sauiout of the world, w hoſe banner was then ad- 
tac, wanced, in all his armyes : knowing that tic mm was then en- 
camped at Adrianople, ouertooke him paſſiug the River ler, at 

this preſent called Marizs, ſo ſuddenly, that at the firft encoun- 

ter he routed all his army , killing thirty toure thouſand of his 

men, 


i, Battel. 


GET SGI OHTOCTIOCESST 


% „ HDMI = = 


- * 


— 


The Souldier. 247 
mon, amd taking a very great man —— „ ho yiet- 
ded to his obedience. lu Was ſo afrizzed with thi blow, that 
he ſpedity'retfred io c nii⁰ , which tre r atds was Conflanti- 
nople, w here Cynſantins purſued, and hardly preſſed trim. 

In the meane =_ Abantus, ho had the charge of the Sea 
forces of Lixiniu/ e foluing to giue battell, put to Sea a great quan- 
tity of veſſels, in a ſtreight, which cotid nor beate ſuch a num- 
— Theadimirallof Cenflammmne determined to aſſault him, with 
only fourſeoelight RR at aduantuge aſſailed him, findin 
him much plunged in xi fleete . The night hauing broken of 
this firſt encounter, they began a frethin the open Sea, where the 
Tenpeſt hangled the vaſfels. of Licias ſa ill, that a hygdreg and 
thirty wete loſt, and the reſt put to flight. 

Whilit rheſe things were indaing y: faule vety barply 
beſi ieged the Citty of run,“, , hauing raued Cauattiegs, who 
were as huge mountaines, which at the leaſt equalled in height 
the wals of the Cytty, from whence he battered it, andgndom- 
maged it with much ſacility . Ltecinius ſeing it was noe the ſecu- 
reſt way for him, gaineth Bybyme, hete he | 
endeanour, making arro wes of all Wood: bur all fogy 
with him, that of an Army; whieh exceeded an hundtei 
ſand men ; there ſcarce remained thirty thouſand. He Ho could 
not yet find in bis hart to giucouer, ſhuts himſelfe ypin the Cin- 
ry. of. Micomedis , whiere fur lotiſiy aflaulteth hin 3 Ly 
chat teing himſelfe vpon the ex teme deſpite of his affaires 
went out of the Citty , and eat himfelfe at the feete of 
ame, laying afidethe purple Robe, and Diademe, and Wer oa 


— place of (atery, where he might paſſe the reſt of ful 
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had the Gre. of war, aud ambition, and not being reconciled , 
but very late to the mildnes ot Chriſtianity. 
Behold how fo many, Emperours being remoued, he re- 
mained ſole Maiſterot the woild, makingafterward diviſions to 
his brothers , the Sonnes of Theodore, as he thought good, He 
that would attentiuely conſider this ariuall of Conſt antine to Mo- 
narchy, and the raigus of more then thirty yearey , Which God 
gaue im, Mall ſee more cleere then day, that all theſe fauours 
came nat to him, but by the yertue of true Religion, whole Aul- 
tars he the firſt of all Emperours, exalted. 


Set 16. The vices, and paſſions of Con+ 
ſtantine before Baptiſme; with the death 
, Criſpus, and Fauſta. 


WII L not here preſent vnto ydus Conflantine in 

bout ward lingament as uſebius hath done, to couer 

bis faults, and only expole beauties to view. It is no 
vVounder that he had yices before baptiſme, but it 


is the miracle of Chriſtianity to change Lions in- 

to lambes, ſinkes into tountaines, and thornes iato Roles, and 
Talipans. The ice of inge makes the beauty o ;be ſpring, dat- 
kneſſe contributes to the luſtre of light; nor euer is the Sun Mare 
bright, then after an Ecliple. $0 Grace which is the ſplendot of 
eternall light, makes jt{elfe to be ſerne, wich more triumphs in 
atmes. where it hath ſubdued moſt ipjquities. It is certaine, that 
this warlike humour of Conſt tine, tranſpored him into. vani- 
ries, ambitions, iealouſies, and in ſome —— a blaudy, gifs 
paſition. whieb was greatly fomenigd., by the education ke re- 
cciued 3n,the.Pallace of Nadine. ede bor 
| Behold a Node accident, which happened in his ftlouſe, 
by a precipiiauon ill ordted the death of his poore Son Cp 
poiſoned by the commaundement of his father, ypoad wicked; 
and ſiniſter, .calumgy raiſed ypon kimbyhis ſtep mother. Ne 
rily my Pen ſhakgth with, horrour.,.beingao, u ahis 
Hiſtory, and I kaow many Grecian flatterags, ey thenhaus paſſed 
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i duet in filence., or beene willing to diſguiſe it in fauour of Can 


Aantine : but the haly Martyt artemia: freely auo wesh it, before; . 


Iniian che Apoitata, who reproached him wh: iti forbeating to 
deny ataR,'which was — notorious , yet deſis out to ſwWeeten 
i, by intetueyning circumſtãces. Cardinall Barons is much diſ- 


pleaſed with Exſeh1s, who hath ſpoken nothing oliv as iſ it were cot 
a thing very ſtraunge. that a man, O wrote to the Sonne, hb 


lite of his tathet in torme ofa Panegiricke, ſhould not charge his 

writings with crimes and fur ies, which men then endeauduied 

to ſuppreſſe by all meanes. | 
Great men haue their iudgments too tender for ſuch like 


Hiſtories , and ordinarily reſemble that creature, which beares . 4 
his gall in his eare. They canot heare a true hiſtory in any thing, borus, 


vrhich toucheth them, without offence, they muſt ſqmetymes 
vnderſtand their owne liues, in the rumoyrs of people : where 
the one vnlimittedly takes the liberty of ſpeaking all, ſince the 
other takes licence of doing all. 

The vices ob Confanptme about theſe times cannot be concea- 
ledrbur as after he bad cauſed his ſonne Criſpus to be put io death, 
he theruntoadded the death of his wife Fauſts, who had raiſed 


the calumny againſt the Lonocent'; this Dilticke was affixed tio 5 


the gates of his Pallace, attributed afterwatd to Conſull Ablauius. 
Faturni aurt a ſæcla quis requirat? 
Sunt hac gemmea; ſed Neroniana. 


It was an alluſion to the humour of Conſtantine , who much 


loued pearles, and pretious ſtones as alſo to that, which paſſed 
in the matter of Criſpus, and Fauſla, the ſubſtance whereol is this. 
Let ys not ſeele any more for the golden age of Saturne: 
Bebold one all of Pearle; but the age of Neto. 
Let vs ſpeake what we thinke moſt probably to haue hap- 
pened in this affaire. 
We haue already mentioned, how Conſtantine in the prime 
of his youth was eſpouſed in his firſt wedlocke to Minerains, vpõ 


"TY; 
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mare 


which the writers of his time haue much praiſed him, as a Prince f Cos 
very chaſt, who to anoid wandering , and vnlawfull pleaſures, gige, 


willingly tyed himſelfe to a legitimate marriage, and from that 
time tooke ypon him the ſpirit of : husband. It is an eaſy matter 
KK 2 to 
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to beluiue q cht this Mun whome he martied; had take the 
Nineruina fame of Air, becatie of rae wildame, grace and beauiues rei- 
plendeat in er preform ui le ſenmeq cticte great periecions. of 
Mind & body tue dre Mog with the, a certame Fate, whictt 
afford tii them no long comintiance;butrather the ſiues ot toſes, 
Which in the evening make a Tombe ot the ſcarlet, whereot in 
che moming they made Cradle Ihe porte Princeſſe, quickly 
dytdaficr the had bruugtu forth to Com ine at one bicth, which 
wdsherfirt and laſt; two twiznnes, to ita ſonne named Criſ- 
pu, and a daughter, who f. om the name et her Grandmother , 
Was called Helrna, anduttetwrafd matied to Idi the Apoſtata. 
Tb Orfpus was verily the moftaccomplithed Prince of that 
bis qa age, \driit at the very fit , tucked in piety Mhh, milke, ha- 
ties. ung ae mot glorious S. Helena tor his fit Mittreſſe in Chri- 
any. From thenes berag inn iated aahe ſtudy of good let - 
ters; he had tor tutor that famous man Lactaamꝶu s Firmnus', one 
of the moſt eloquent, and ancienteſt anvtvors of Cutiſtia nity : 
Who being the ſtructor of Caſs; norwidhſtanding bued in 
So Simeon ſuch pouerty, that he with much ſtraitnoſſe eaioyet the weoefs 
the Magi- Files of He. Crifpu hduirig munnted hiv Gpirit aw ahi earning very 
tian (ayd , Editragioufly ae dicted mimſelſe to the ex rbiſe of armes j  wherin 
that the ie very well expreſfedehe Genius, and dexterity of his farher, but 
ſoule of with much more grade, and (wternesy For Hiſtories allure vs, 
—— f he was of viſage moſt amiable, full of atttactiues, and admira- 
Bre put tion, which Had Vpon the min des mende me im- 
ble & ies · Preton, as they wert ingraſſed in 2 ſingular. modety.; and 
louſy «. agoodnes ſo natutall, that no man could neete hand behold u 

mong an · win hout affoction. 

gels, but O God, what fury ĩs there in diſhoneſt loue, and how much 
tat ta- did it diſturbe the houſe of Conſtntius It Lords, and Ladies who 
— — me admittance to aſſections, and thoughts ynlawfullydid well 
abie® of confider the acerbities which attend this paſſton, they would ta- 
eoncupiſe ther teare their harte out with their nailes , then pollute them 
cence he with ſuchordtites. It is not without cauſe , hat the wiſe 4r1f1o- 
had accor-phaner hath ſayd, that loue was banithed from. heauen, as a trou- 
ded them» pje-teaft ; and diflurber of therepoſe of Diuinities, The truthis 
7 o here this paſſiomſottoth foote, wexileth om thence innocã dy. 
and yranquiicy, (two che moſt precious Pearles of life ) and 
Were 
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ere there wicked loues in heauen, there would no longer be 
feliciryes! happy is chat lite, which hath no eyes for thoſe carnall 
beauties, and all eyes to preſetue it ſelfe,efpecialty inthe begin- 
ning rom ſuch farprizaHls „ * 

The miſerable Fauſla wife of Conflantine , daughter of Maxi- 
wen, who had receĩued bad education, in the houſe of her fa- 
ther, & was of 2 very ſenſualſ humour, euen ſofarre; as to con- 
troule rhe deuotions of her hu: band. and picke quarrels againſt 
Religion , whichthe wontd neuer imbrace, had in this diforder 
vehement diſpoſitions, ſimiſterly to admit the loue, which the 
beauty of Criſpus, might eaſily affoard her . This diuine feature 
ſanding al waies, as an obiect for the wanton eyes ofthe Em- 
preſſe, enkindled ſo much fierin heryeines, that another flame 
met be found to quench it. The Children, which the had by 
her band. were nothing to her in compariſon ot criſp u; Criſ= 
p was in her hart, Criſpus in her thought, Criſþus in het diſcour- 
ſe z wherein ſhe yet had ſome temper, fearing to diſeouer her 

n. Yer could the not fotbeare, but (ay; CriſÞus was the 1444 
of potſect men, and the incomparable Sonne, whoſe worth, & 
venue would formue with the world. It was much wondered, 
how a ſtep- mother ſhould emevtaineſo much good opipion of 
the Sonne of her husband, yer ſhe hauing hirherra ined within 
the limits of hondut, it was interpreted, all theſe afefions were 
ſincere, and innocem , Criſpus who chen thought not YRon Bis: 
one defente , in a combat, that was nothing, but coutteſy, 
tonke all rheſe fauours, as witneſſes of a molt vnſpotted amy, 
teciptotally rendring vo her much reſpe&, wherewith ſhe ſhe- 
ved hex felfe not a litle troubled, tefiring he would treate with, 
her in a more freefaſhion : tor Loue had alteady deſpoiled hex 

g. A gu hath vety well fayd, that he who will punith 
an exorbitant ſpirit , mult leave it in its owne'hands, to ſerue 
both a a ſcaffold, and executioner to it ſelfe . The vnfortunate 
Puuftz , who'hatl already giuen ouer-free paſſige to ſinne, felt 
adevſſes of ce, & re, of delires, of affrightments, of confidence, 
and temotſe . Her conſciente accuſed her in the bottome of her 
hart, and ceaſed not to ſhew her the enormity of this fault. hen 
by tire help of impudenty, 1 to hane quenched g 
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licle ſparkles ofgoodnes, which God ſoweth in the moſt forſa- 
ken hartes. She knew not how, or where to begin this perni- 
cious deſigne. Criſpus ſeemed to bee too chaſt, his Chi iſtian Re- 
ligion made him in hef opinion too auitere, his ſpirit. Was ( as 
yet ) too tender, and not capable of a powerfull wickednes;and 
although he ſhould conſent, where may faithtull complices be 
found, fit occaſions, and liberty, to content an infamous defire? 
The paine , Which ordinarily attendeth crimes, the rigour of a 
Conſtantine icalous of his bed, the 1 , and apptehenſions of 
puniſhments, coming to fall ypon her thoughts, made ber well 
toſee, both the abiſſe, and hoxrour : bur paſſion tranſported her 
hoodwincked, beyond all confiderarions;ſo that one day taking 
her opportunity , ſhe accoaſted the young Prince with words, 
which ſufficiently teſtified her a loſt woman;but he, who would 
not at the firſt put het into confuſion , with modeſty declined, 
what ſhe had ſayd, and interpreted it fat from her thought. She 
who would — appeate a Lucrece , being much troubled 
he ſhould ynderſtand in à chaſt ſenſe, what ſhe had ſpoken to an 
ill purpoſe, vnfoulds herſelſe ſo freely, that the wiſe Criſpas, no 
further able to ſuffer this bluſbleſle ſpirit , ſpake a word to her, 
Loue tur- rough, & hopeleſſe, thatifsbe perſilled in this infamous deſire, be would 
ned into giug the E mperour notice ; and therupon flew from her like a light- 
rage · ning, and withdrew, E in a deſpaire, and rage not ſuf» 
ficiently to be expreſſed: all her loue then, turned into a diabo- 
licall hatred, which ſuggeſted furies, and blacke thoughts, reſol- 
uing with herſelfe to vſe him, as the wife of Patipbar , did loſeph. 
She ſerued her ſelte with all the armes of griefe , which were at 
that tyme very naturall to her, ceaſing not to weepe, and ſigh be- 
fore her hu: band, as if ſhe had afflicted herſelſe, for the horror of 
anothers ſinne : yet had ſhe ſo much cunning that the faigned to - 
hide her teares, and ſmother her ſighes, to render the diſguiſe 
more daungerous, by a pretext of modeſty. 
The Emperour ſeeing herin this plight , asked the cauſe of 
A wicked her ſadnes ? She anſwered, it was fit, for his Maieſty, not to know 
calumay. it. He the more perſiſted to vnderſtand, what ſhe faigned to con- 
ceale, preſſing and interrogating hex. to draw acalumn from 
her, with as much eatneſtnes, as one would a truth . In — end 
ſhe declared with many counterfaite horrours, & words oreelly 
| | | modeſt, 
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modeſt, that his ſonne Criſpus, would haue enterprized ypon the honour 
of bis bed; but God be thanked , ber faith inuiolable put ber vader ſafety, 
free from ſuch danngers : And that she demaunded. uo other ſausfattion , 
from this miſerable man, who was fled , but the remorſe of bis wicked conſ 
cience , Conftantine recommending ſilence vnto ker, entred into 
a blacke, and deepe anger, propoling ynto himlelte, that the re- 
treate of his ſonne was a note of his ctime; he determined ther- 
lore to put him ſpedily to death, and for this purpoſe, calling one 
ot his ſeruants, the moſt trully, and beſt reſolued forexecutions, 
hauing vnder great oathes , and execrations, obliged him to ſe- 
creſy, giues him expteſſe commaundement to meet with his 
ſonne Cripw, as ſoone as he could, to treat warily with him, not 
affcighting , nor giuing bim the leaſt ſuſpition, and with all 
not to faile to ſerue him at his ficlt repaſt with poiſon well pre- 
pared, ſo to ſend him into the other world. | 

This man amazed at ſuch a dreadfull commaund, asked of 
the Emperour, it he had well teſolued on this affaire, asto vſe a 
ſonne of ſo great metit · in this manner: Yea (ſayth he) 1 baue 
thought ypon it. and it is neceſſary be dye : for I muſt tell you ¶ it not being 
necdfull to enforme you further ) that beſides the practiſe concetued by bam, 
bis life is incompatible with mine. The 0:her ſuppoſed, he had plotted 
ſome conſpiracy vpon the lite, and ſceptet of his Father behold 
the cauſe,why he haſtned the blow, and being already very fa- 
mikar with poore Craſpus, he accoaſted him with great comple- 
ments of honour, and courteſy, fayning to make him merry, be- 
cauſe he then aw him in a very (ad humour, vpon that, which 
had paſſed betweene him, and Faxi4, couering his thoughts as 


much as he might, to preſeruc the honour of his wicked Step- Death of 
mother, Herupon an yahappy baquet was preparedfor the in- Criſpus. 


nocent, Which. as the alt of his lite, poiſon hauing beene ttai- 
terouſly giuen him, there, where he leaſt expected it. 

Verily this death, on which way ſo euet we looks, is moſt 
lamencable . The Tragedies which bemoane it, with ſo much 
ornament, as, that of our Stephanius, haue much ſpirit in them: 
but taking only ihe thing. in the ſimple nakednes of the fact it 
miniſtreth matter of cõpaſſion to haryy moſt obdurate · A youn 
Prince, the moſt abſolute that was then in the world beapritul] 
as an Abſalom, valiant as an Alexander, innocent as a loſeph „atthat 
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ume taken dv, hen be us at the gates oſthe Empirewhich |* 
expected him. and takes wiy by a death ſo hide ou, and ere» os 
che tus, and by the o imaumdement of his father, who-cauted | 
him ro dye, as one iriceftuous, not admitiing him toſpeake,nor 
rmitting him to inttity himſelte, nor affording leaſuse to know 
imſelſe, nor one ſmall moment of tyme to prepare himie lia for 
death, Which is allowed to the moſt cuminall. He was ſilent» 
ty 'inuolatd in the | extremity of vnhappines , to hut; yp*he 
motith vf innoceney, and open that of calumny, yea totaile a» 
gaiaſt his very aſhes. | 
The generons Soule, that was euer prepared for thiapaſſage, 
by the lawes of Chriſtianity , hieti it had ſo de uoutly embia- 
eed. iſued out of his chaſt body, to haſten to the crow ne dr 
che Eletk, leatfag incomparable ſorrowes behind u. Alas! 
what doth not a wicked aſfection, à calumny , a ſuſpition, an 
vnbridled anger, an mconſidetate word?O you great ones, y ou 
The thall rieuer frame to yout ſelues precepts of wiſdome in theenils 
of Fa gd df anviber © Affe ome ar this newescame to the Court, the wits 
— —— was an effect ol treachery, and liuely ro- 
to piu y, preſen mg . pevre Prince, home the 
before had fo much affected, ut chat tyme fo vnworthyly maſ- 
facted, in à beauty, in an age, Wherin the moſt pittied dye, & ia 
4 Sd ie icti wor je given matter: of compaſſion to 
gers, and Lions ; Alf her p „and hatted, was turned in» 
to an entaged ſorro w, hich made her cry out, and lamont at 
the feet of het husband,confeffing ſhe had the chaft Croſpus, 
Calumny by her deteſtable calumny ;rhat ir was ſhe who had ſolicited him 
to rgill,, but had found him a foſeph, endowed withanimuinch- 
dle chaſtity, who had dereſted her irene, as much a8 it deſerved 
wherupon excired with chofer, and ted to be preurnted the 
had proceeded to this dreadfull avcuſarits, ind therfors wary 
worthy to liue, fince fhe had ſlatre the moſt innocent price of 
the world, and ſtained his owneFathetwith his | blond. 
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ther, at the leaſt the body of her Grandchild, to waſh it with the 
waters of her eyes, and bury it with her hands, ſaying, The wie- 
ked beaſt had ſlay ne her loſepb ; he was pierced to the quicke with 
compaſlion, mingled with tury . Then the poore Siſter of the 
deceaſed , who ſeemed to be nought els, but the ſhaddow of her 
brother. cõming alſo to diſſolue herſelſe wholy into teares, neere 
to her Grandmother , this yum the more enkindled the paſ- 
ſon of the Emperour ; And thinking that Fanits well deſerued 
death being convinced of ſuch a miſcheite , by her one confef- 
fion, he cauſed her to enter into the bath, and ſo in an inſtant to 
be ſmothered with the yapour, which wasa puniſhment wher- 
with many times they put perſons of quality to death. 


Behold the iſſue of the hideous Loues of Fauſla, to teach all yy of 
Ladies, that thoſe paſſions, which begin by complacences, ſoo- x ua. 


things, & curioſities, very often end in horrible tragedies, Whilſt 
the houſe of Conftentine remained a long time drenched in a dead 
ſilence, and all this hauing byn very ſecretly carried , fo that no 
man knew what publikely to thinke of the death of Criſpas, and 
Faufts ; it gaue occaſion to many, to aftirme, they dyed for 
ſome conſpiracy. 

We cannot here excuſe Conftantine ofa violent anger, a pre- 
cipitation, and a proceeding too bloudy; but at the leaſt he cau- 
ſed Criſps to dye, vnder a falſe beliete of impurity , which he 
thought was to be reuenged, and Fauſts by way of iuſtict . Be- 
hold, why this finne though it hath much miſchiefe in it, yet 
hath it not the determinate wickednes of the finne of Dauid in 
the death of Vr, becauſe the one wrought with a manifeſt 
knowledge of his crime , and the other proceeded therin with 
much ignorance , and ſenſe of iuſtice. Yet Conflantine after theſe 
exorbitances, Was touched with great remorſe, which in the 


end put him on actually, to the profeſſion of Chriſtianity. 
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Sect. 17. The calling of Conſtantine to 
C briſtianity . The progreſſe of his ( onuer- 
ſion, and Baptiſme. 


H avs alwaies eſteemed the ſaying of S. Paulinss, 
which we before alleaged very probable, that the 
tayth of S. Helena, did not only make Conſtantine a 
Chiiſtian, but the firſt of Chriſtian Princes. This 
good Mother without doubt, gaue him the firſt 
tincture of Chriſtianity: but being of an ambitious, and warlike 
ſpirit, who went along with the maine ſtreame of the world, he 
was not ſo ſoone confirmed in the Faith, and integrity of Reli- 
ion Notwithſtanding , he began to haue moſt lively appte- 
hen ſions for his conuerfton, about the ſeauenth yeare of his Em- 
* , Which was the yeare of the defeate of Maxentius; whilſt he 
ad this great warre ypon his handes , his temporall neceſſities 
Beginning opening his eyes, that he might haue recourſe to ſpirituall forces. 
of the c6- He then endeauoured ſ as he afterward relateth ) to meditate ſe- 
verſion of rjgu{ly wit hin himſelfe, that there was ſome diuine prouiden- 
the Em- ce from heauen , which gaue concuſſions to victories and Em- 
— pires: without which the counſels of men were cloudy , their 
armies weake, and labouts yaine. Afterward remembring, what 
had paſſed in the Romane Empire, he ſaw that thoſe Empe- 
tours, Who had ſhewed themſelues moſt feruent in the ſuperſti- 
tion of falſe Gods, and the greateſt perſecutors of Chriſtians, had 
beene infamous, and vahappy , not beloued of the people, 
without name, not honoured, iſſuele ſle, and for the moſt part 
odious and execrable to poſterity. He then imagined, that this 
Religion, which profeſſed ſo much ſanctity, and was growne 
vp in the tempeſts of three hundred yeares, had ſomething di- 
vine in it, and that perhaps it would not be amiſſe to inuoke in 
this great Labyrinth of affaires, the God of his Mother, 

As he then went vp and downe , reuoluing theſe diſcourfes 
in the bottome of his thoughts, caſting his eyes vp to heauen, he 
perceiued, about the Euening,, the — of a great Croſſe, all 

com- 


; 
| 
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compoſed of moſt reſplendent light, which ſeemed vnto him to 
beate theſe Characters IN HOC VINCE: Vanquith in this figne, 
This was much moreimpor:iat, then the bow in heauen, whuch 
Auguſtus Ceſar (aw about the Sun, when he entred into Rome to 
take poſſeſſion of the Empire. Notwithſtanding Conſtantine, and 
the Captay nes, who obſetued this ſigne in heauen, had ſome di- 
ſtruſt, becauſe of the figure of the Cree, which till then, was euer 
accounted of an ill preſage. Now, as the F mperour ſlept in the 
night, in great perplexity of cogitatios , it ſeemed, that the God 
of the Chriſtians appeared vnto him, with the ſame ſigne, which, 
he had ſeene the day before , commaunding him expreſlcly to 
catry it heetafter in his Enſignes. 

Following this viſion, he cauſed a banner to be made, in 
the manner, as Euſebius deſcribeth it, who had ſeene it. It was 
as a Launce all of Gold, which had a piece of wood athwartin 
forme ofa Croſſe, from whence hung a rich imbrodery, in which 
was the Image of the Emperor, & about it a Crown of Gold, & 
Pearle , which bare in the midle the two fitſtletters 
of the name of our Sauiout. This was from that time 
forward his prime banner which the Romans cal; 
led the Labarum . It was no otherwiſe different, 
from the ſtandarts of the Roman bands, but that 
it carryed the ſacred Cypher of this yenerable Title; which was 
not yaderſtood by all the world , but held by the Pagas as ſome 
deuiſe of the phantaſy of ſpirit. The warte agaynſt Maxentius, 
hauing ſo proſperouſly ſucceeded, as we — „ Vnder this 
propitious ſtandart , Conſtantine held the Sauiour of the world in 
great yeneration, and made the Edits with we know infauour 
of Chriſtiang, Notwithſtanding he tor a long tyme deferred his 
publike, and ſolemne Protc{hon thereof, whether it were, that 
the courſe of great warlike enterpriſes , and affaytes diverted his 
mind, or whether he feared to diſtaſte the Prime men of the 
Empire by this change. It is likewiſe thought, that his wife 


Fauits , whome he in the beginning much affected, greatly 
weakned his loue to Chriſtianity ; in ſuch fort, that the Chri- — 
ſtians ceaſed not to be ſtill ill entreated , in this remiſneſſe of the of the Em 
Emperour. In the end after the calamity of the death of his Son, pire, 


and w ite ſo tragically happened in his owne houſe, he feriouſly 
Ia; opened 


Diſcourſe 
of Sopater 


His Bap- 
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opened his eyes, about the nineteenth yeare of his Empire, to 
ſerke remedy tor his cuils. 

Zofimus , a Pagan leadeth ys, as it were not thinking of it, 
to the knowledge of the time, and manne! of his baptilme. For 


he ſaytb , that Conſtantine , after the death of C1ſpw , and Faufts, 


had great remorſe of conſcience ; and that not wholy having ab- 
iured Paganiſme, he ſought trom South-ſayers, and Pagan Phi- 
loſophers(as others add ) the meanesto purity himſelfe, from the 
bloud , which he ſo yntortunatly had thed . It is ſayd that Sepa- 
ter the wiſeſt of the Platonilts , who had ſometime lived in his 
Court, tould him, theſe ſtaines of bloud would tick on ſoules, 
and neuer be wathed out, and that it they departed this lite W ith- 
aut punichment, they would re-enter into other bodies to ex- 
piaic in the end thoſe crimes, which they had committed, and 
that there was no other remedy. The Emperour found this Phi- 
loſophy very harth, and as his ſpirit was much tormented with. 
very ſtrange diſturbances : Behold (ſayth Zeſimut) an Egiptian 
newly come from Spaine to Rome: note that be meaneth the great 
Biſhop Hes, who was ſent at the (ame time into Egypt by 
Pope Silueiter. ThisEgiptian (ſayth he) hauing infinuated him- 
ſelle into the ſauaut of ſome Ladies of the Court, found by their 
meanes acceſle to the Emperour , who failed not to propoſe vn- 
ta him the difficulties, and troubles of his conſcience. This man 
anſwered him, that bis maieſty hould not need to diſquiet bim- 
ſelfe heteupon, and that thete was no crime ſo enormous, which 
might not be expiated by the remedies, which are practiſed in 
Chriſtian Religion. To this the Emperour very willingly bear- 
kened, andiciolued all delayes layd a part, to become a Chri- 
ſtian . Behold truely the beginning of the Baptiſme of Conflan- 
tine. As tor the ſequell it is a queſtion much perplexed :tor ſome 
would haue him to be baptizedin the Subutbes of Nuamedia v 
pon the point of death, and others at Rome by S. Siluefter , about 
the nineteenth yeare of his Empire. I ſay briefly to decide this 
diſhculty , that it is a moſt ynreaſanable beleife , to thinke that 
Conſtantine the Great, called by the general} voice of the haly Fa- 
thers , The Holy , and Religious Emperour Conflantine , recorded in 


memorials, and, publique regiſters of the Church, which are re- 


cited before aulcarsas the chiefe of Orthodox Princes, Conftantine 
"a8 whome 


* 
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whome the Arrians, yea the moſt refractary , which haue beene 
after him, neuer durit to declare of their faction, to haue beene 
Chrittened at his death, by the hand of an Atrian Biſhop, out of 
the communion otthe Catholique Church. There is not one to 
be tound, who tauoureth this opinion, but Byſebins, who hath 
beene an Enſigne- bearer of the Arrians, & who no more ought 
to be credited in this article, then a Pagan Hiſtorian, it being 
molt ynequall to take him for a ludge, who hath made himſe lie 
a party in this affaire. For if ſome paſſages be found ſomewhar 
doubtiull in the Chronicle of S. Hierome, which ſeeme to ſupport 
this cr:our, it is eaſy to conſider, that ini: Doctour, who was 4 
Merchant, entiched with infinite variety ot learning, hath made 
many pieces, which he rather tranſlated, and compiled from 
others, then compoſed vpon his one invention : and the lear- 
ned are not ignotant, that his Chronicle is aceounted in this 
kind of bookes, as a Worke formed from obſeruations, and opi- 
nions of Exſebius, which ſhould not at all alter the eftimarion we 
haue of Con anus; acknowledged, and auetred by ſo marry o- 
ther paſſages of the fame Doctour. And if 8. Ambroſs in thefune- 14 vitimns 
tall oration of Theodoſius, ſa yd, that Conſtamine recemed Baptiſme coſtinutus, 
at the extremity , we muſt not therfore inferre , that he was bap- 
tiſed by an Arrian in the laſt inſtant of his he; otherwiſe he Thebiſto- 
would not call him inthe ſame paſſage, a Monarch of great me- ry of the 
rit, who lett faith, as an Inheritance for Princes of his po- _ 
ſterity . os — 
T his extremity is an extremity , eyther of troubleſome af- — 
faires, in which Conflentine (aw himſelie inuolued, for hauing (© the actes 
long time deferred h Baprifme, or (as others ſay) an extremity attributed 
ot ſicknes, M bete with he was ſurpriſed in the Citty of Rome, and to S. Sil. 
cured by Baptiſme. T be opinion of Huſebias being reiccted l aske, Her, is 
whether it be not much mote probable, to take that, of a Coun- Mole eaſy 
cell entite, and very ancient held vnder Pope Siluefter about the ___ 
yeate of our Lord three hundred twenty oute, which is ſayd yg when 
expreſty to haue beene aſſembled at the ſame tyme, that the Em- effeQually 
perour Conflantine was baptized by Silveſter Biſhop of Rome; then proued. 
to adherre to inventions of a paſhonate aduerſary . As tor other 
circumſtances of this Baptiſme, which are drawne, from the acts 
attributed to S. Silueſter, we maſt — there art diners things 
3 very 
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very hard to belieue , if we proceed according to humane rea- 
ſon : tor we cannot ſo eaſily imagine, what is expreſſed in thoſe 
Writings , that Suluefter was hidden in the cauernes of the moun- 
tayne, which afterward bare his name, flying the perſecution 
of Conſtantine: of which other authors make no mention , as be- 
ing contrary to the humour, and Edicts of this Prince, who al- 
ter the victory gayned agaynſt Maxentrus, euet fauoured Chriſti- 
anity. Beſides it is there ſayd, that Conflantine demaunded, what 
Gods were S. Peter and Paul, Who had appeared to him in his 
ſlee pe: Which was not very likly in an Emperour, that ſo many 
yeares betore was inſtructed in the myiteries of Chriltian Reli- 
ion. 

Add alſo the leproſy of Conitantine, wherof no Author hath 
ſpoken betore thoſe acts, and wherewith it is held that Conftan- 
tuus the Sonne of this great Emperour was much offended, com- 
playning they attributed to his Father counterfayte maladies, to 
cure him in picture. If we muſt purſue opinions humanly rea- 
{onable, I would ſay , that Conſtantine could no more be leaprous 
Tur n then our King Clodouaui of molt glorious memory ; of whom 8, 
La. cap. f. ©1499) of Towers hath ſayd, that on the day of his Baptiſme, 
Prodit no- he was cured of an old leproſy , intending by that ſpeach , from 
ws Com · ſinne. It is true, that Cardinall Barenixs doth all, which an able 
Alantinus man may to cleare theſe difficultie:: but there are certaine things, 
ed. lauacrd yhichit is more comely to belicue piouſly, then eaſily to eſta- 
lt b lich by reaſon, And therfore it the reader here defire to know my 
- conceipt , I hold, it is a temerarious thing —_ to tax and 

turmoile old belietes, which though they paſſe for not articles of 
Faith, are notwithſtanding receiued with edification in com- 
mon opinions, Varte ſayth, that to deſite to be wiſe contrary to 
common vnderſtanding is to rancke ones ſelſe in the number of 
reeft fooles: and the — S. Hilary hath ſayd very worthyly , that the 
firſt ycrity of wildome is ſometime to belieue what one would 
Filer, 1 g. not, ſubmitting our iudgment to that of men of the beſt ynder- 
de Trim ſtanding: which if it were well conceiued, ſo many young heads 
fate. would be aſhamed to account themſelues able men, eſpecially 
in matter ot Faith, thetby inordinatly taxing all the monuments 

of antiquity. 
I ay then, for theſe actts, which are accounted to be 2 
eri 
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ters, and namely for thoſe reported by Pope Adrian, as it is not 
my intention to engage my ſelſe ypon the proofe of them bya 
traine of ſleight human reaſons; ſo would 1 not in any fort im- 
pugne, but rather belicue them, with a Religious fimplicity, 
which is he ſcience of Saints, and euer the molt aſſured. 


Theſc acts tell vs, that Conſtantme ſtill deterring his Baptiſme, Hiltory of 


and liuing in much liberty, was ſtrucken with a Leaproſy , 
which was a manifeſt wound from heauen ; wherewith great- 


ly aflicted, he conſulted with Diuines to apply ſome remedy. tothe acts 
They gaue him deadly counſell, whereof the Kings ot Egipt had ol S. Sil. 
hertotore made vſe in the like malady , which was to make a e: 


bath of humane bloud. This at the beginning ſeemed to him 
very ſtrange , but the infirmity which preſſed him had no eares 
to hcare te ſon: litle Children were wh , of the meaneſt con- 
dition in the Citty to cut their throats like ſheepe, and conſectate 
their bloud to the health of the Emperour . The mothers deſche- 
ueled , and deſperate ,ran after their render infants , euen to the 

ates of the Pallace, and howled fo dreadtully, that Conflantine 
— their cryes, and with all the cauſe of their ſorrow, com- 
maunded the Infants to be reſtored to their mournetull mothers; 
eſteeming it more reaſonable to tolerate hiseuill, then to be cu- 
red with to cruella remedy , 

The night following S. Peter, and 8. Paul appeared to him 
in a dteame, and aduiſed him to fotſake all theſe Pagan ſuper- 
ſtitions, to reedify the Churches of Chriſtians, and ſend for Pope 
Silueſter , who was at that ryme hidden in the grots of Mont So- 
rade, that would diſcouer vnto him a fiſh poole, which ſhould 
heale his leaproſy . As ſoone as he awakened , he recounted his 
dreame to the Lords of his Court, and ſent to ſeeke out the Po- 
pe, who ſeing theſe Gentlemen ariue, diſpoſed himſelfe to Mar- 
tirdom? , thinking they came to lead him forth to ſlaughter : but 
vnderſtanding from their owne mouthes much other newes, he 
ſet forward to wards the Emperor, who moſt courteouſly recea. 
ued him : and hauing made a long diſcourſe of matters, which 
had happened vnto him, cocerming his calling to Chriſtianity, 
he demaundeth of him, what Gods were Peter, and Paul, who 
had appeared vnto him in fleepe, and made ouerture of the fiſh- 


poole, wheria he ſhould be waſhed . The Pope aulwered they 
were 
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were no Gods , but Apoſtles, and feruants of God. Therupen he 
required to ſec their — — which Silusſſer ſent for, by a Oca- 
con: and hauing found them like :o the faces hefaw in ſleepe, 
he cryed out aloud, that he no _ muſt deferahe fith-poole. 

Silueſter ſeing him reſolued to be baptized, commanndeth a 
publiquetaſt, accompanied with ordinary prayers, catechizech 
the Emperour, and counſelleth him, to rake ſeanen dayes of re- 
tirement, to prepare himſelte for Baptiſme , and which is more 
to lay aſide tor thoſe dayes , the purple and Imperiall Diademe, 
that he might be cloathed with the habit of Pennance : which 
he couragiouſly pertormed, and the day of Baptiſme being come 
as ſoone as he was Wathed, with theſe life-giuing waters, he 
was miraculouſly cured of his leprouſy, beholding a light from 
heauen, and a hand ſtretched ouer him. See what is in theſe an- 
cient monuments, and which Cardinall Baronin rendreth pro- 
bable, with reaſons very conſonant . 


Sect. 18, The adts of Conſtantine, after 
his Baptiſme. 


3 ONSTANTINE after his Baptiſme began a 
quite other courſe of Lyfe : for laying afide all huma- 
ne reſpects, which had hitherto tyed him to Gents- 
* (iſme , for conſiderations of his State, he cauſed a 
Throne to be prepared in the Pallace of Traian, 
where hauing ſent tor the Senate he declared with the eloquece 
ofa Monarch, the reaſons which had moued him to this altera- 

tion of Religion; and ſayd. 
Notable (Sri) 1 doubt not, but the change of Religion, which I 
oration of kaue made will appeare ſtrange to many, who blame all, that 
Conſian- Which they cannot ynderitand, and will vaderſtand nothing. 
tine part- but what flatters their preſumption . All noueliy is odious to 
ly drawne thoſe, who loue the —— of errourzand I can alſo ſay vnto 
= — you, this is no new Religion, which I haue imbraced; but 
— that which was begun in the purifyed ſoules of the Golden age, 
' happily finiſhed in our dayes. The firſt men of the world had ye- 
zity in grafle ; we now ſee the fruite, which we may, & ſhall en- 
10%. 
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joy , if we be not vngrateſull to our happines, and trajterous to « 
our one conſcience . Belieue me (Sirs) the world is almoſt ce 
grown out of it's non- age. for God hath taken pitry of rhe igno- ,, 
rance thereof, and made it ſee , it was not time any longer to ,; 
place Dragons, & Owles vpon Aultars, nor other Gods accoun- n 
ted as monſters, if they would returne into the lite of men. It our © 
aunceſtors blinded by miſhappe, haue made to paſſe for Diui- 
nities, ſo many Criminals, tor whome our lawes, do now or- 
daine puniſhments , we are not bound to participate with the «e 
crimes of the one, nor the errours of the other, ynder pretext of ee 
antiquity. | muſt conteſle,that I, from my infancy haue had great ,« 
diſtruſt ypon the follies, which I (aw, in the ſuperſtition of Gen- 
tiles, and that which further confirmed me in this opinion was, 
that one day I heard the anſwere of an Oracle, which had long © 
time ſtood mute, and being demaunded the cauſe of this filence ** 
anſwered; The luſt hindered it from ſpeaking : and we found ** 
thoſe luſt were the Chriſtians, who had then power to ſtop the e 
mouthes of Deuils. 40 
Afterward I began to conſider thoſe men, whome I ſaw ſo + 
rſecuted, and that there was not a corner of the earth, that was * 
not ruddy with their bloud, yet they notwithſtanding ſo patient 
in their perſecutiss, that they had prayers on their lyps for thoſe, © 
who rent their harts out of theit bodyes. This then gaue me mat» ©* 
ter of amazment; and when Icame, tothinke on their Church, * 
which flouriſhed among ſo many ſtormes, andencreaſed ynder ce 
the ſwords of perſecution, this ſeemed to me more then human; ce 


yet tranſported with the torrent of Common opinions, I fill , 


reſiſted the voice of God, which ſpake to me in my hart, when „ 
it opened my eyes, & made me once lively apprehend the dread. 

full ends of Emperours, who had perſecuted Chriſtianity, com- © 
paring them to the felicity of my father Conftantins of moſt glo- © * 
rious memory, Who had preſerued his hands innocent euen to ** 
death, free from any ſtaine of Chriſtian bloud . This was ſuffi- ce 
ciently potẽt to moue a ſoule, which would eafily yield to rea- ce 
ſon: but God redoubling his inſpirations, made me one day be- . 
hold in the Heavens a Prodigy, which many ſaw with me, to ,, 
wit the figure of the Croſſe. compoſed of moſt reſplendent light, 5 
which appeared iuſt at the time I was to wage battell againſt ©: 
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w Maxentixs, I call the living God to witneſſe, that I read dictin- 
» iy cherein theſe wordes , wtitten as with therayes of the Sun. 
» 17 bc vince. And it is a wonder that I deferred ſlill to tender my 

ſelfe yp , till ſuch ty me, that the Sauiour of the world aduerti- 
ſed me in a viſion, to take into my Standarts the ſigne which 1 
® had ſeene in Heauen the day before. 1 inſtantly obeyed, & haue 
» ſeene effect; to ſucceed ſo prodigious in the defeat ol Maren. 
» Which you haue admired, attributing to man, that which was 
» a Worke of the Diuinity. 

I ought then to haue publiſhed what I was, but the conſide- 
rations ot ſtate, which had too much force ypon my Soule ſtayed 
me, and haue made me walkea longe hitherto, in a life more 
liceatious , then I intended. I now proteſt before the face of 

„ Heaucn,, and Earth, that i am a Chriſtian both in hart and pro- 
» fellion; nor ſhall any conſiderations euer alter, that, which I 
» haue ſo conſtantly reſolued on. Yet forall this I purpoſe not to 
» forceany man in bis Religion, leauing for this tyme beliefs as 
tree, as elements: Yet for the charity, I beate towards my good 
», Subics, I cannot, but wiſhthem as much good as my ſelfe. 

No all my greateſt happineſſe, and which I eſteeme morethe 
® my purple, and Diademe, is to haue the knowledge of a living 
» God „ Which hath beene reuealed to ys by his only Sonne leſus» 
» Chrift, the Doctor, and Sauiour of the world. His perſon is tull 


» of miracles , his life of wiſdome and goodnes , his Doctrine of. 


» purity; and if to conquer our pride, and expiate our demerits, he 
» bath bumbled himſelte to the puniſhment of the Croſſe, fo much 
therfore the more oughtit to be honourable , fince he hath done 
for vs all that, which an incomparable loue can do, and endu- 
red all that which an inuincible patience may ſuffer. 
* I can do no other, but loue and Gngularly honour thoſe, 
„ ho are enrolled ynder his ſtandart , as my brothers in Reli- 
» gion: and let it ſeeme ſtraunge to no man, if heretofore ſhe wing 
» my ſelfe very liberall to beautify and enrich the Temples of Gen- 
» tiliſme, I now apply my ſelfe to build and adorne the Churches. 
Iwill tender —— I oweto God, and my owne conſcience, nor 
ſhall in it, my ſubiects who are of a Religion different from mine 
be any way intereſted ; deſiring to preſerue them, as perſons, 
® whome I hope one day to haue companions in faith, & coheires 
an 
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in glory, if they ad neuer ſo litle conſent to the lights wherwub 
the widdome of God incarnate hath repleniſh: tue World. 1 
only beſeech thee (O great God) on whome all Scepters : and 


Crownes depend, fince you haue yaited the Ealt, aud Welt yn- - 


der my hands, you would arrange them vader the yoake of your 
lawe, which is the kaot of Empires, and ſource of telicicy. 1 of- 
fer vato you my perſon, mine armes, my Scepter, and all mine 


abilities, humbly begging of you to accept my ſlender ſeruice, & ee 
to giue me the aſſiſting wiſdome of your thrones , to gouetne in ce 


all honour, all juſtice , all peace, aud amity the people, which 
you haue committed to my charge. 


This Oration was heard by all the world, with very great Admira 
applauſe, ia ſuch ſort that for the (pace of two houres, the cryes blecha 
of an infinite number, were heard, who made many acclama- of the 


tions in fauour of Chriſtian Religion. Forty times was repeated 
uu, Deus Chriſtianorum, There is but one God, which is, the God 
of the Chriſtians : and thirty times was proclained, Let thoſe who 
deny Chriſt come to naught: and ten times, Ler the Temples be «hu: vp, let 
the Churches be opened: And fourteene times, Theſe who are enemies io 
leſus Chritt, are enemies to the Emperours: And ten times; Thoſe who are 
enemies ts leſus Chniit , are enemies to the Rom ines: and tourty times, 
There is no other God, but be who hath ſaued vs, Auguſtus Conftantine : 
and fifty times. He ever shall yanquith whe adoreth the S auiour of the 
world: And thirty times, Let the Priefts of Idols be banithed ent of the 
Cutty: and thirtcene times, Let thoſe alſo be exiled out of Rome, who 
will ſacrifice to Idols : And fourty times, Commannd they be preſently 
thruſt out of our walls. 
Vpon theſe laſt cryes, the Emperour roſe vp. and making 
a ſigne with his hand, required filence , which inftanily made 
all this great multitude to hold their peace: and thereupon: No, 
ſayth he, I imend not any man should be forced in the matter of bis Reli - 
gion, the ſeruices of the world are oft times con ſlrained : but theſe e render 
to God, ought euer to be voluntary. We baue no greater proofe of the Diui- 
nity. then mercy . God sbeweth what he is, in ſo long tune and with ſuch 
patience, (ufſermg the imp ieties, and ingraticudes of men. | would haue all 
the world know , that | intend not to makes Chriſtians by neceuy, but by 
diſcretion. As it is a crime to deny true Religion to thoſe, who require it, ſo 
$5 #4 an imperiunity, to ſerkg now io impoſe it by force on ſuch as demaund it 
Mm 2 dor. 
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not. They that will not follow my example , shall not therfore be ſeparated 
from my ſriendibip. | am the common Father of all in general, and no man 
engh®# to be fruſtrated of the preferuation, which | owe bum . 
rad & Theſe words ſtayed the outcryes ot thole, who already tranſ®s | 
— G. ported the affaires into difordet, by an indiſcreet zeale , and gaue 
ons, good aſſurance tothe Pagans; ſo that the Emperour going out 
of the Palace, they lighted at mid-day many lampes, & torches, 
to cõduct him to his houſe, with a thouſand teſtimonies of ioy & 
alactity . He at the ſame time cauſed certaine lawes to be publi- 
ſhed, by which he left the Gentiles at liberty, in the exerciſe of 
their ancient ſuperſtition , on ſuch condition, that they ſhould 
abſteinero ſpeake in any ſort againſt the honour of the Saviour 
of the world; nor ſhould at all diſturbe the Chriſtians : adding. 
that he intended the ſonnes, and daughters of the family, yea the 
very ſeruants, ſhould not be kept by force in the Pagan ſuper» 
ſition , but haue all liberty to be baptized, when they had a 
will chereunto. 

O God, what incomparablecharmes haue the examples of 
great ones in them, to diſpoſe men to vertue! Nicaphorus ſaith that 
ina very ſhort time, there were numbred twelue thouſand men, 
beſides women and children baptized at Rome. Yet was it obſer= 
ued, there were tew Senatours, nor of other politique ſpirics ;ſo 
much the wiſdome of the fleſh is contrary to that ot the Crolle. 
Faith ĩs the inheritance of the humble, and all thoſe ſoules puf- 

piety of fed vp with preſumption of their owne ability, ſtick ſo taſt to the 

Conſtan- earth, that — looſe the fight of Heauen. The holy Emperour, 

une. who was defirous to render himſelfe as profitable by workes, & 
examples, as he became comfortable in his diſcourſes , imployed 
himſelfe with an incredible feruour in all, that, which might 
concerne the ſeruice of God, and namely in the building of 
Churches. 

Where among other things he did an act worthy of immor- 
tality : tor the eight day after his Baptiſme , paſſing to the place 
which was already dedicated to . Peter,and where he had a pur- 
— to build a faire Church, there in preſence of all the world, 

e pulled off the Purple Robe, and Diademe, tooke a ſpade in 
hand, and to dig the earth, to lay the foundation ʒ then 
tuo yy ing the (cutle vpo his royall oulders, he cattied twelue 
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burdens of earth in honour of the twelue Apoſtles; 

It was a ſpectacle full ofadmiration,and which gave an vn- 

"—_ ioy to the Pope, and Biſhops there preſent, Notgvith< 

nding the ſpirirs of the times ſayd, it was to abuſe the Puple 
too mucn, and vilitythe dignity of Ceſars: not conlidering, that 
the Emperour Feſpafien , from whome Coaſtantine was deſcen- 
ded, had done the like in honour of 1dolls , and were withall 
deſirous that this man ſhould haue lefle zeale, ſor the liuing God. 
then others had vſed in the ſeruice of Deuils. 

But the deuout Conftantime daunced before the Arke, whilſt 
Michel murmured at the window. He had a detire to adorne the 
place where he was baptized, as the cradle of his Chriſtianity: & 
made the moſt admirable Font, that was euer beheld, whereof 
we yet ſee ſome ſignes remaining, which our holy Father Pope 
yrban the eight, hath lately adorned, and embeliſhed with nota- 
bleendowments: for among other magnificences he cauſed it to 
be all couered both within and without, with plates of ſiluer, 
and commaunded to fer vp in emboſſed worke the ſtatues of our 
Sauiour, and S. lobn Baprift, with ſeauen figures of Haris, which 
powred out water, all which was alfo in very fine ſiluet: ſo that 
it appeared with a merueilous luſtre. Hecommaunded for cu- 
riofity to burne balme inſteed of Oyle in the lampes there han- 
ging, defirousto apply the vſe of this pretious liquor, to ſeruices 
of 12 Church; ſince Heliogabalw, the moſt prodigall of all the 
Emperours, had vſed it in the lampes of his houſe. 

He was not content to erect two Churches, the one to 
S. Peter, and the other to S. Paul, which he entiched with innu- 
merable guifrts : but he alſo changed his proper pallace of Late- 
ran, into a Church of our Sauiour, which our Kings haue after- 
ward done in imitatien of him; often times giving their houſes 
to make houles of God. He likewiſe there eftabliſhed a good 
quantity of reuenewes for the poore, which ſhould become 
Chriſtians, leauing the managing thereof, to the diſcretion of 
the Pope. 

It would be a — — thinge , yea very troubleſome to 
reckon vp particulerly all the preſents he gave , & rents he ſetled 


in fauour of Churches. It ſufficeth to tell you that the Pagans be- 
that time forward, they began to call 
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him the Papill: ſaying that the ficlt ten yeares of his Empire , he 
had beene a good Emperour : the ſecond ten a Robbert, deſpoy- 
ling iis and others. But as for the third ten, he had put him - 
ſelte into Tutelage, refigning to the Church the hole manna · 
ge of his eſtate. See the ordinary hyperboles of paſſionat Spirits, 
who behold with an enuenomed eye the wealth which is ta- 
ken from ryots, and vanities , to be beſtowed on the Church. 

Let ———— this great — — » ſo intermingled 
magnificence , with the husbandry of his reuenues, that the peo- 
ple were not neglected , nor did his gteatneſſe looſe any thing 
of its luſtre . 

It is a ſtrange thing that with all thoſe celeſtiall qualityes 
Which God had conterred vpon his perſon, he could neuer tame 
the ſtubborne ſpirits of the Roman Senate; ſo much [Infidelity 
io yned to preſumption admirteth obſtacles, to the lights of ve- 
rity « 


This aff:ont made him vadergo another reſolution, to build 
& Citty elſe where, which he would equall to the Maieſty of 
Rome, and faſhion to his beſt liking , as he after ward did, chan- 
ging the Citty of Bizantium into the Royall Conſtantinople , an e- 
ternall monument ot his greatneſle, 


Set. 19. The endeauour of good v vortes, 
vvith the vertues, and lavves of Con- 
ſtantine. 


HIS Monarch chaunged into another man, lined 
not, but by the fire of charity, cleauing to the earth 
by very {lender rootes of the neceſſities ot nature: be 
began ſeriouſly to manure the practiſe of prayer, diſ- 
« courling familiary with God, with a taſt F enfible, 
that it ſurpaſſed all delights imaginable in nature, and with a di- 
ligence ſo great, that being in Armes and ynder Pauilious , he 

ever had his litle oratory of retirement, where like another Mo 
fer , he conſulred with the Divinity ,he hearke ned to diſcourſes 
of God with incomparable pleaſure ; ang when be {pake of the 
multeries 
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mifteries of our Faith, which he ( az is were perpetually ) did, ir 
was with ſo great exerciſe , that his hart ſcemed to melt with his 
words. His zcale ſo ttanſported him, that of the prime Captaine 
of the world , he became a Doctout, and Preacher, to procure 
the converſion of his ſubiets . He whoſomany times had cat- 
ried in his hand the ſ word of the Empite, to cut off rebellious 
powers, bare then in his mouth the {word of the word, to fill the 
world wi h wonders. 

What he ſpake with his lips, he taught by examples, carrying 
ynder the purple a body worne out with abſtinence, and mor- 
tification. He ſo trampled vanity ynder toote to which he for- 
merly had ſome inclination , that among a great number of 
Churches, and edifices of piety , which be cauſed to be built, he 
would not haue his name thereon engtauen, reputing himſelſe 
yaworthy , that God ſhould accept ſuch offerings at his hands. 


And az one day a Bithop, a flatterer, andan Arian, put himſelſe 


forward to tell him, that atter he had gouerned the world ypon 
earth, he ſhould do the like in heauen with the ſonne of God; ha 
felt himſelfe ſo confounded with this word, that he who euer 
treated with Eccleſiaſtiques with very much reverence, could 
not conteine himſelte, but ſay: Biabop, let it not fallout that you any 
more vſe ſuch wordes concerniug me, for they are mnto me moſt batefull : 
vou thall do much better, & more ſutable to your profeſiion to pray the lacing 
God, I may be both in earth and beauenthe leaſt of bis ſeruants,then to pre- 
poſe wubin your ſelfe, Scepters and Empires for me. 

His patience was equallto his humility, wherof S. Chryſof- 
rome hath obſerued an excellent paſſage in the oration of Bithop 
Flawianus to the Emperour Theedofias, where he ſayth, that as one 
day in a popular commotion, they ſtoned the ſtatues of Conflan- 
tine, he wanted not to haue about him many people, who en- 
deauoured to enflame him to the reuenge of thoſe outrages : to 
which he ſmiling anſwered : they had battered a man ot Stone, 
but the modell remayned entire. Now being not ignorant, that 
the vigour ot Chriſtianity conſiſted in workes of charity, he ap- 

yed himſelſe chereunto with ſo much feruour , that it ſeemed 

is hands were, that, which the Hebrew text ſpeaketh ol in the 

Canticles, Hands of tbe ſpouſe , Vefells of gold, repleniſhed with a 
ſea of bounty, : | 

Before 
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Before his Baptiſme, great calamities had reduced miſera- 
ble fathers to ſuch —— that beinge not able to maintain 
their children, they ſought to be diſcharged ot them , by wayes 
moſt lamentable; ot which the good Prince being aduer tiſed, he 
wrote to Ablauiu his Lieutenant ot the whole politique gouern- 
ment of the Empire, to publith a law — all the Citties of 
Italy, in which was intimated to all neceſſitous Fathers, who 
were yaable forthe educatiõ of their children, that they ſhould 
preſent them at a place appointed , there to receaue apparell , & 
conuenicat ſuſtentation: adding, he intended that not only — 
blique moneys ſhould be imployed to ſupply ſuch wants, but 
that e would deſpoile himſelte willingly , ot that which was 
proper, and peculiar to himlelte for their comfort. 

It he found any beggars in the ſtreetes, he delighted to 
cloth them, and to behold them in this new poſture, making 
of his Pallace a mount Thaber where men were transfigured , 
changinge their miſeries into felicities. He moſt particulerly 
enquired after , the ſhame-faced poore, who had heerecofore 
byn wealthy, and learned from them their tortunes , birth and 
want, and as he found their qualities, and merits, be gaue ſome» 
times landes, and entire poſleſſions to thoſe, who were in very 

reſſing neceſſities. A poore widow, who ſighed in a corner of 
— houſe, forſaken of all the world, was much amazed, that this 
Monarch of the world, cameas an Angell trom heauen, to wipe 
_ her teares, and prouide for her — orphans . Atorlorne 
maid, and euen vpon the brinke of the precipice, by the vnhap- 
pines of pouetty, found the Emperour had giuen order for her 
marriage, and had himſelte taken the paine to know her future 
husband, and recomend good — ynto him on his part. 

This man was as the Latelligence , tyed to the gouernment 
of the Primum mobile, which is neuer weary, amonge ſo many 
concuſſions. and motions that it affoardeth to totall nature. He 
Was a Sun, who drewe vp. and digeſted all the yapours of the 
lower world, not intermitting any thing of its courſe or lights. 
He was an Ocean, whoreceiued drops of water, as well as huge 
Riuers: and as there was nothing ſo high in the world, as to be 
aboue his greatnes; ſo was there nothing ſo low , which could 
withdiaws it ſelſe trom his charitable knowledge + 1 
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He cuer had his * ago ypon the neeeſſi ijes of mankind, 
and not confreating himſelfe toprouide for them by the ordi- 
nary Waies of charity, he thereunto added; the hand otLuitice. 
max Sauk molt wholeſome lawes for the tranquility of the hole 
world. Thi good Father of the Vniuerſe , ſought out poore ba- 
nithed men , who had bin vniuſtly deſpoiled by the rigours of 
in iuſlice, and reſtored them to their — He propoſed to 
himſelte, in his one tepoſe, the afflition of thoſe , who had 
weongfully bin tranſporred into deſert 1lands , where they ſtill 
liuad. mad ſlaues ynder the tyrany of men, and in a worſe con- 
dition, then beaſtas. He thought vpon the miſerĩes they endu- 
red, who were condemned by vnrighteous ſentences to labour 
in Mines. He reflected on the longe ſetuices of military men, 
who were abſolute in armes, yet oftentimes gaynin 
but pouorty, and ignominy. But aboue all — conſiderations, 
as occaſions required he made moſt worthy Edict s, for the come 
forte of ſo many perſons as liued in the acerbiries of the world. 
And for as much as cocerned Juſtice which confiſterh in the pu- 
niſhmont ot crimes and abuſes , he was a Hercules, who had per- 
petually his Club lifted yp to quel] monſters. . 
Thete was a quſtome in thoſe rymes of Duells, and Gladia- 


nothing . egidy 


tors, which were much more tollerable then now adayes , for py, 


then n ane were employedrherin , but flaues, criminals, & men 
of the ſacke and halter, who were already condemned to death. 
And now is found a frantique Nobility, who degrading them 
ſelues from the honour of generous ſpirits, and beazing the ſen- 
tonce of an ignoble action agaynſt themſelues , make tropheys 
of that , which-is pat vpon Moorith ſlaues for puniſhment . Yea 
the great Conflantine tound , that this manner of puniſhing the 
baſe , and abie creatures of the world was too brutith , & but» 
cherly , and that it would do well to change theſe Duells into 
Gallies, or ſome ſuch like thing; forſhe wrote to Maximus the ſus 
perintendent of luſtioe in thete termes. | 

' Theſdbloady proces inthe cinnil rope fe, and dumeſtiq us peace her- 
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end that without effuſion of blond, they may feele the payne dus to their de- 
merits. Giuen at Berytus, the firſt day of @dober, ynder the Conſulibrp 
ef Paulinus and lulianus « 
I leaue you to tbinke what this Monarch would haue ſayd 
of Duells of this time, where they haſten to powre out willing- 
ly vpon publique paſſages that bloud, which ought rather to be 
ſhed vpon the walls of Inſidels, to ciment vp the glory of the 
Avoſt French, O Lew:s our great Monarch It ſeemeth the God of peace 
Fo hath permitted, that the heads of this Hydrs , haue hitherto bud- 
30 permitted, that t is Hydra, haue hitherto bu 
ing Lewis ded torth that the y might be made to fall vader the innocency 
the thit · of your hads,diuinely deſtinated toſo many good workes ! Yow 
teeath, haue agayne very lately renewed your edicts agaynſt this peſti- 
lence, aſſuring vnto Fathers and Mothers the bloud ot their 
children for the ſeruice of your Crowne, & taking away a ſtaine 
which ſtuck ſo many yeares ypon the brow of your Empire. 
Heauen and Earth haue participated in the conte niment which 
hath ſucceeded from theſe good ordinances, as they do in the 
preſeruation of the liues of your ſubiects, and tranquillity of your 
whole tealme. Let your Maieſty ſo handle the matter, that this 
Law may hold with nayles of adamant, and not looſe a glory, 
which Conſtantine would haue bought at the price of two Em- 
tes. 
. This braue Prince, who euer had beene moſt chaſt, made 
alſo ſharp warre againſt the infamous ordures ot luſt : for he ex- 
His chaſhi led from the Court, as yermyn, certaine effeminate men, who 
— Fad made ſale of their ſoules to diſhonour, and at other tymes 


K made a lamentable trafficque of their bod yes, inſinuating them- 
ſelues by this meanes into the pailaces of Great ones, and ſome- 
1 tymes into honourable rancke. He degraded them all from No- 


bility, and forbad them to beate euen the markes of men of At- 
mes, tying them to ſeruices the moſt contemptible . Beſides, he 
cauſed to be taken from publique infamies many poore Chriſtia 
maydes , that had beene abandoned to euill by the forme of pu- 
niſhment,making expreſſe inhibitions to thoſe villaynes, who 
live vpon others ſinnes, neuer to vndertake the like practiſes . 
Briefly, he ſoaboliſhed the crimes, which had beene tollerated 
vnder the other Emperours , that S. Hiro me writing vpon Iſay, 
atk gant en Rae: 


— 
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hed two monſters the molt dreadtull that were euer ſeene, by de- 


unithments, and executions of maletactoursʒ thinking it ynrea- 4, — 
Fanable chat which was matter of glory to Emperours, ſhould due pul- 


maculttuy, 


teiected. with as much malice , as ſtupidity. 
It were an infinite tung for him that would particularly = 3 «Is 

decipherſo many noble ations of our Conſtantine. I content my 

ſelfe to haue heer ſex downe that in brieffe, which might haue 

beene diſtended into many chapters, and to make many dithes — 

of it,endeauouring to turnith out more ſubſtance for my Reader, Coe. 
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accident hapning vnder his reigne, which more troubled chri- 1 

rnb 1 
r bY of Delli „„ 

$7.7 0 , tot along time taught in the Ci of Original 

-Alctantris, im which time a prieſt named 4rii held the — — 422 1 

Whotadthereputatiopto be ſable in ſeeking out queſtions, . | 

ORC fe? Na 2 Which 


* 


Arius. & 
his quali» 
11:5. ö 


6. 4 X 
& 


Fpeake . 


*Silap ixpreaching pes 


ligne ſ pirit, very well iu 1 C 11 
| r of our ani de in the 
— yang 


— . ̃ - — 


oF; Thi.  S0uldith, | 

which netter had fallen into the choughrotman but otherwiſe 
was malicious, and of an euill lite. Out alas! That theſe extrauas 
gant Cutioſities ſhould btid̃g . and dayly allo introduce preiu- 
dice into the Church and repoſe of people! It were to be wiſhed 
that thoſe , Who through long idlenes, and an itch of vanity, a- 
mut themſelueʒ to find out nouelties in matter ot beltete, might 
tather handle the eoulter in Tilla ge, or the baie in Gallies, then 
turne ouer bockes, and contammate the honour ot Diuinity. 
Sathan neuer found a ſpitit more fit to perplexe holy letters, 
and embroile Empires, then this wretched man of whome we 


: L 105770 
cSaexpipbam, who mighe often haue ſeene him, ſæythe He 
was of a large body, ofa fad countenance, couering vndeer u 
maſque of auſterity hideous Mõſters. He had an exueme ambd- 
tion to rot the higheſt place; and ſeeing that Alrxander a hol y 
man, was preferred before him in4be Epiſcopall chayre ut Ale- 
zundria , he entted imo deſpetute cn οονi s, feaxchiing out all 
polfibte meaned to cty done his Bilbop; and noyſe cahumnits 
againſt him to difp him ol. his charge. And as theditoobthis 
Mexender was fo vVunſpotted, as that no ſeaſt ſtayne of reproach 
emighthe ſeene there in; he teſolued to inuolue him in fore cap» 
tious diſputations , thereby to accuſe him no hold opinions not 
conſonant to the doctrine of the Church. It happened that the 

' 1 1 AIs Iqune egGod, pur 
him (as he dene inequality af power and honour with" his 
celeſtiat Father, calling um by the Greene Word her- 
vpon this man — * to reptehend him, alleadging ſome paſſa- 


ob ſcuipcuna ullyMepreced oh hιTI he M vſe to 
— wrhappyſheraſpyeihich-denygd thatyheSochne wes 
the ſa m efſencerof GodiusrFather and H] — 
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bret the diademe of theo etetnall Dininity, by mołi 
mente creature. Aeraudes, who was nota menof en 3ccoun 
ur ſuch an one at ta his ſanctiey of hike added ſolid dodinine, ds - 
frnded:bimdeliec iy agaynitthdiope hurts oftbismit- - 


Sera 


The Souldiey . 285 
ronduneed the ſentenet of excõmunication againſt ars & hit 
8 wicked ma, ho burſt with anger to fee this con- 
demnation paſſed aga init him by thoſe whom he reputed to be 
inſiniily t him in ability, put himſelſe into the field with 
vety muth oſtent; the diffetenets he lately had with thefe Pre» 
Hats making him vnderſtand his Diuitity was odjous ,} it he the- 
rein vſed not ſome colbut to diiguiſt the malice thereof. He al- 
ſo practiſed ſo many wiles, that he daaeled the eyes euen of thoſe 
ho were men very capable: for after he had deduced his zeaſons 
with a great faeſlity of Words. and large quantity of ſpecious 
ages, & that he thereunto added a colt roumtenance, cou 
ring himfelfe I modeſt man, perfecutet for the cuth, be 

tra ned fpirits not vulgat to the Tout of As hUuehties. All the 
very fame 'proceedings habt been Rene With the Heret iques 
of this time, and ii ſo many corripe- ſoules had not wholy en- 
clined to their — ry ny gaue em ſuffſcient examples 
Tn eder cuils to auoid thentw. Wey well ſay when we be 
No la the ſe ſchiſmes & Herefiests aſs, th theſ is forme Comet 
bf the Kingdome of Datkttes WHieb inſenffbly throweth plague 


and poiſon into har. It ia ſtrange thing thats lle ſparkle let — 
tall tr Alexantris,catiſed inſtantly ſo many fires"; chat hating in- "* 


undled , Lybia, Thebail, and Pau ſſine they in the end involued 
0 te) theyrhole world, No hun at that tyme Eafed how 
to liue, but ebery one ready t dHpνẽ,. Bilkops bandying 
agaynſt Biſhops drew the Fecht diſtracted with opinions: The 
Hürched, houſes, and Thesters etchoed in the ſharpnoſſe of 
contentious diſputations, undihe Cirtyes ſorgeiting all other 
"tmſeties , tetit one atrother tor the interpretation of WO. 41 
4 gaine er jn ſtatitly free r Haut fromrheCoutt. 
"x (ens it Eyſcbi NDH V was of gent cr. 
alt, he Vall che flatte nes of th matt was: capie 
nough ; to gath#Him to his fide. This Euſtbias was emint᷑tly fur 
nithed wick tf thofe difpofitions and induſtries wich the moſt 
fub tilt heretik Fare at any time xxertiſed to trouble the CHureh 
"Hf G68. may Aly dne of theworſt men ther in the E 
"He; ce ho u MUL v0 ambition, ſo much the re 
pern ĩcious as it vas couered veyle of Religion. It is tree 
; Which che Hebrews ſay tat rr il ſmus e u pv NT 
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fot it is commonly made ot the beſt wyne,: ſo there is. nothing 
more fincere then an Ecclefialtique , who liueth in the duty ot 
his profeſſion z but when corruption falleth therinto, & that he 
hath once degenerated , there is not a-worſe ſharpneſſe, nor a 
more daungerous malice. Religien ſerued this wicked man as a 
Buskin tor all feete, ſot it had no other bounds, but that of his 
owne intereſts ;and he euet like weather-cockes on the top of 
ſteeples, turned his face on what lide ſocuer the wind blew. 
In the perſecutions of Chriſtendome he made himſelte an I- 
dolater; in the garboyles of Licmins he leaned much io his fide 
and when be ſaw Conil nt ine abſoſuit in the, Empire, never was 
mi more plyable roflatter him. Doubxles he had all the qualitue 
we haue ſeene in Luther, Calgin, & ſo many othet new lets, who 
haue ſtill ſought fauour from great ones by wyles, and molt pe- 
rilous charmes. So wanted he not excellent paris, and great e- 
minencies; for he had a ſpitit very ſubtile , (peach cunniag, a tace 
which (pake before his tongue; aud as is traction he ſoar 
red ſo high, as to make himſelſe the kinſman at,Ceſars.\Theayie 
he deſited to breath wasthe Court, and his Bichoprick when 
was abſenr, ſeemed to him a baniſhment. Behold the cauſe, w 
he drew ngere to the center of the Empire as much as he coul 
in ſuch ſort that being firſt Bithop of dem, he put himſelſe 
forward to the chaite of Nicemedia, afterward tooke the hatt of 
the Kingdome, andlaſtly ſetled himſelſe in the zoyall Conſtan- 
This alteration of chaires , had in this time a yery ill ſauour, 
& this life of Court ſo paſſionatly affected by an Eccleſiaſticque 
not called thereunto. — not in — fort find en TG 
mong good men.Great petſonages ate ſometymes very lay 
_ 6 i Coun, forthe.ſergice of Kings ,and pukligne pecellien. b t 
70+ 40.6. they are thereas the birds of Baruch n thotnes ; a the 
Oyants of holy lab, which mourned yader; $; a5 thoſe 
ſweet fountaines found in the ſalt Sea. An ambitions man, who 
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good Prelate, ſo that he might arriue tothe height ofhis enter- 
prizes. To inſinuate himſelte the more into the good liking of 
the Emperour, he gayned Mantia ſiſter of Conſtantine, & widow 
of Licimus , as Caluin did afterward the ſiſter of Francis the firſt. 
The good Lady, who being deſpoiled of Empire, by the death 
of her husband, & had no longer ſo much employment to num» 
ber the pearles of her Diademe, would needs then entermedle 
with curious deuotion, and diſpute on the myſteties of the holy 
Trinity. Conſtantine after the death of S. Helena his mother held 
her at his Court with much reſpect , that thee might the more 
eaſily digeſt the acerbities ſhe had conceyued in the loſſe of her 


husband, and much eaſier was it to entertayne her in the affaires 


of the Church, then in thoſe of Empires. Beides he found it not 


amiſſe that ſhe might buſy he tſel e in the doubtfull queſtions of 


Biſhops. So purſuing the genius of her curious ſpirit, ſhe paſled 
ſo far, that the became an Arian by the practiſes of this Eaſebius, 
who having already gotten credit with her, ſpake to her. of 4- 
rius, asof a worthy man perſecuted by his one fide , for his 
great abilities, and explicating to her his doctrine in popular ter- 
mes, which ſaid there was no apparence how a Sonne could be 
made, as old as his Father; and that you anus had bin bani- 
not ſigne this propoſi- 

tion. This drew compaſſion from her 
T he ſpirit of Conftantis tainted with this docttine, began al- 
ready ca(t an euill odour, ypon the Emperour her brother; and 
Euſebius coming thereupon to make recital| of that which paſſed 
in Alexandria bet weene Alexander, and anus, ſet fuch a face vpon 
the whole buſines, that he did as, it is (aid , the Sun with a Cole, 
figuring out the good Prelate Alexander, as a paſſionate man, who 
could not endure, an excellent ſpirit in his Biſhoprike. I' a 
pitrifull thing that great men ſee not the truth, but through the 
paſſions of thoſe that ſetue them. This poore Alexander, who was 
aholy old man, and growne white in the exerciſes of Religion, 


waz then preſented to the Emperor by the informatio of Euſebius Conftane 


as a Fooſe, who vnder a grizeld head had extrauagices of youth tine deceiy 


in ſuch ſorte that Conſtantine , vouchſaſing to write vnto him ued, 


taxed him, as the author of this tumult, in that he puta friuolous 


queſtion into conſultation, and gaue occalion of diſpute, — 
| en 


% 


—_- The Souliier. 
could neuer haue proceeded, but from abundance of idlenes. And 
for 4rigs, he ſayd of him, that he gaue too much ſcope to his (pi 
rit ypoa a ſubiect, which might much better traue bin concealed, 
Asfor thereſt, they ſhould be both reconciled ,mutually,paxdgs 
ning ech other , and hereafter hindering all manner ot diſpu- 
tations ypon the like occaſion . 
Alexander who had done nothing, but by the Councell of 
4 bundred Biſhops, ſeeing himſelſe treated in a worle candiy 
tion, then 4rius was, in the Emperours letters, and conſideting 
the blaſphemy which this Herecique had yomited again ſt rhe 
D iuĩnity of the word; Was as atrifle, thought verily they 
had endeauoured to enuenome the ſpirit of Conftautive, tothe 
- prejudice of the truth, Far this cauſe he informed the ather Bi- 
aps, and namely Pope Siluefr, of the juſtice of his cauſe, ane 
Exſebius a [Weating very pertinently, to the calumaies obiected again 
true pattõ him. On the other fide Fuſtbiu, who beheld the inte gtity ois 
of Hereti- holy Biſhop which an iH eye, and who had vet y tarre cagaged 
ckes. himſelte to maintaine Arius, emibroiledthe affaires at Caurt , as 
much as his credit might permit. In the end the diſputation was 
ſo enkindled through the chriſtian world, that es muſt a ge- 
nerall Councell be held tq determine it. | | 
Three hundred, and eighteene Biſhopsareafſembled at Nice 
a Citty of githynia by theapprobation of Pope Silueſter, at the ra- 
queſt made by the Emperour Conftantine, who inuired the moſt 
eminent by expreſſe letters, and gaue very ſinguler direction, as 
well tot theit iorney, as their reception. Neuer was there ſeenea 
goodljer company . It was a Crowne , not of pearles, nor dia- 
monds, but of the rareſt men of the world, who cama from all 
parts like Bees, bearing (as ſayth'8.. Auguſting ) honey in their 
mauthes, and Wax in their handes. There you might behold 
Phenicians, Arabjans, Egyptians, Scythians, Fhracians, Aﬀricans 
Perſians, not ſpeaking of Weſterne Biſhops, who were there 
already in no {mall number. It wasa moſt magnificent fpeRadle 
to hehold gn ons (ide venerable old men, white as ſwans , who 
il barg vpon their bodies the ſcarres of iron, and perſecution, 
which werginuincible teſtimonies of their conſtancy :- on the 
other. men, who bad the guitt of miracles, ſo much as to force the 
pawet of death, and tears from him the dead 3 
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bes: on the other part, men accomplithed in Theology, and Elo- 
quence, who in opening their mouths ſeemed to yntold the gate 
ot a Temple, full of wonders and beauties, There was to be 
found that great S. lames of Nifibts , Paphngtius , and Potamion , 
There was Hoſius , S. Nicholas the firſt , Gregory the Father of our 
Nazimnzen, Spiridion, and lo many other worthy men. The good 
Pope 8.Silueſter, could not be preſent thereat, by reaſon ot the 
decrepitnes of his age, but ſent thither three Legats, Hoſius, Vi- 
tus , and Vincentius. The Emperourreceyued them all-molt lo- 
uingly , kiſſing the ſcacres of the one, and admiring the ſanity 
of others , neuer ſatisfying himſelſe with the modeſty and good 
diſcourſe of all in particular, & generall. Among theſe childre 
of God, were likewiſe ſome Sathans,adherents to Arius, who diſ- 
couered in their eyes, & countenancesthe paſſion of their harts. 

Theſe turbulent ſpirits fearing the aſpect of this awfull aſ- 
ſembly, ſoftly ſuggeſted divers calumnyes to ſurprize the ſpirit of 
the Emperour, which very naturally retayned much goodnes. 
And for this purpoſe they preſented to him many requeſts, and 
many papers charged with complaints, and accuſations vpon 
pretended domages. Verily theſe proceedings were ſufficient 
to diuert this Prince from the loue he bare to our Religion, were 
it not that through the grace of God, he had already taken very 
deepe roote in the Faith. 

In the end to do an act worthy of his Maicſty , beholding 
himſelte to be dayly burthened with writings , wherein theſe 
paſſionate Biſhops ſpake of nothing but their one intereſts, he 
aduiſed them to make (tay of all their grieuances , and all the ſa- 
ti-tations which they pretended, to draw from thoſe , who had 
offended them, and preſent them on a day deſigned. They failed 
not to confound him with libels, and ſupplications: but this 
graue Monarch, putting them into his boſome ſayd openly: Be- 
hold 4 large proportion of accuſations , all which muſt be transterred 
to the iudgement ot God, who will iudge them in the latter day. 
As for my ſelte I am a min, nor isit my profeſſion to take notice 
of ſuch cauſes, where thoſe that accuſe and ſuch as be accuſed are 
Bi\hops , Let vs (I pray you) tor this time leaue thele affaites, 
and create we the points, for which this Councell is heere aſſem- 
bled: only let cuery one (following thetein the diuine clemecy) 
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pardon all that is paſt, and makean abſolute reconciliation for 
time to come. When he had ſpoken this, he tooke all the ciuill 
requeſts, preſented vnto him, and cauſed them to be caſt into the 
fire; which was much applauded by all thoſe who had their iud - 
gements diſcharged trom all partialityes . 

In the meane ſpace, the Biſhops before they entred into the 
Coũcell, tooke time to examine the propoſitions that wete to be 
| handled, and leaſurably to enforme themſelues ot the preten- 
| tions of Ariut, who was there preſent, and who already felt the 
| vehemency of the yigour of S. Athanaſius, though he was yet but 

a Dcacon in the Church of Alexandria. 
The day of the Councell being come, the Biſhops aſſe m- 
bled in the great Hall of the Pallace, where many benches were 
1 let both on the one fide and other. Euery one takeih his place ac- 
1 cording to his tanke. Baromus thinketh the Legates ot the Pope 
| were (cated on the left hand, as in the moſt honourable ſeares ; 
which he very pertinently proueth. In the firſt place on the right 
| hand, ſat the venerable Biſhop Euftarius, who was to beginne the 
| | Conſtan- prayer, and carry relations to che Emperour . The Biſhops re- 


- x eg mayned ſilent for a while expecting his coming ; & ſodenly he 
aſſembly 


of Bihops appeared , not accompained with any Guard , or Souldiers, but 


with a ſmall number of frends. Euſcbius, who was there preſent, 
'F ſayth in his hiſtory , that neuer was any thing ſeene more admi- 
al. rable, then the perſon of this Monarch, at the meeting of this 
| Councell. For beſides, that he was of a molt gallant ſtature, and 

1 a ſingular preſence, he was delighted to hold it (as it were) en- 
chaced in rich attyte. The purple wherewith he then was cloa- 

| thed, mingling the luſtre — with the rayes of pretious ſto- 
nes, which ſparkled on his head, made reflections of grace, and 
Maieſty ariſe in the eyes of all the beholders. He paſſed through 
; the middle of the aſſembly, and all the Prelates roſe vp to do 
him reuerece. Then being come vnto his place, be ſtood vpright, 

expecting from the Biſhops a ſigne giue him to fit, which being 
done & prayer ended, he ſat downe vpon a golden chaire very 
low, which was placed in the midle, to the end he might be 
encompaſſed with ſo great a number of Saints, as a Palme with 
a row of Cedars. The others alſo being ſcared neere him, Euſts+ 
tus ſelected out to open the Coungell, ſtood vp, and made an 
— JH. 4 Oration, 


— 


| 
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Oration , whereof we find ſome pieces in Gregory a Prieſt of Ca- 


ſarea, which import thus much. 


Ai baue very much obligation ( O ſacred Maieſty) to render im- g,,,;__ 
mortall thanks to the liuing God, in that he hath made choice of of Euſtati. 
your perſon to put the Empire of the world into your hands, & us at the 
that by your meanes , deſtroying Idolatry he hath exalted the opening of 
glory of his Aultars, and eſtablithed Chriſtianity in the tranqui- — 

1 * 


ty which we preſently enioy. 

It is an act trom the right hand ofthe Omnipotent , which * 
we durſt not hope for in our daies, if God had not made you to ® 
be borne for the good of the vniuerſall world . It is a prodigy to a 
haue ſeene you in ſuch a thort time to calme ſo many tempeſts, « 
diſperſe ſo many ſmoakes of ſacrifices to Devils, extirpate fo , 
many horrible ſuperſtitions, and enlighten ſuch cloudy darknes, , 
With the rayes of the knowledge of the true God. 7 

The world, which was before polluted with ordures, is pu- „ 
rified, the name of Sauiour is knowne to Nations, the moſt Bar- 
barous : The Father is glorified, the Sonne adored, the holy © 
Ghoſt declared, a Trinity conſubſtantiall, that is to ſay, one 
_ Diuinity in three Perſons is acknowledged by all the faith» « 

ull . ee 

That is it (O ſacred Maieſty) which ſupporteth the great- _ 
nes of your Empire with thoſe three fingers of power, Whei with ,, 
it holdeth the maſl: ofthe earth, poiſed (as it were) to ſerue asa 
Baſis. As yourfelicity is inſeparably tyed toit's honour: ſo ought * 
you to reuerence, defend, and inuiolably prote all that, which 
concerneth the glory thereof. ce 

Behold a ſtrange accident, and which is to vs more ſenfi- ce 
ble, then the perſecution of Diocletian. They go about to diſmem - 
ber the Trinity, and thruſt the knife of diuiſion into it's throne. ,« 
One Artus, who hath taken his name from Fury, a wolfe bred 
among vs in a ſheeps skynne, a Prieſt of Alexandria, an enemy _ 
of the doctrine of Apoſtles , and Prophets, hath proclaimed . 
warte againſt the Sonne of God, endeauouring to depriue him 
ane, honour, and power, which he holdeth equall““ 
from all eternity. with his heauenly Father. ce 

This is it, which hath aſſembled v« heere to condemne his ce 
errour,and moſt humbly to beſeech your Maieſty, that when you ,, 

Oo2 haue 


292 | The Souldier . 


haue heard the opinions ot all thele great men heere preſent, you 


- will hold a ſteedy hand ypon the preſet uation ot Apoltolicall 


doctrine, and commaund all thoſe to be cut from our body, wv ho 

* will perſeuete in their damnable opinions, to the end we may 

® breath the Chriſtian ayre in all liberty, which the woild begin- 
» neth already ſo ſweetly to taſt ynder happines of your raigne. 

Then was the time ( ſayth S. Hierome When the fiilt trum- 

pet began io ſound againſt Arias. Alter the good Biſhop ot Au- 

tioch had ended, the Emperour beholding all the aſſembly with 

a very gracious aſpect , ſpake in latin, toreteyne ihe Maicity of 

the Romane Empare, & in a moderate tone, thoſe words which 

are couched in Eaſebius, the ſenſe whereot we render. 
Venerable Fathers, I mult needs athime , that I neuer deſired 


Orion any thing more p-llionatly then toenioy your ſweet prelences; 
ot Con- and ir finitly am i bound to God, that he hath accompliſhed my 
(tgatine® gefires, graunting mea bleſſing that | preterre before all the hap- 


„ pines in the world, which is, to fee you all heere aſſembled, and 
» ynitedin will, forthe glory of God, and peace ofthe Church. 
» I pray you ſuffer not the ſtorme to ſurprize vs in the Hauen. 
v therby to ſnatchfrom ys the comfort, which we already haue in 
» our hands; and it God hath giuen vs v-Rory againſt T yrancs, let 

vs not turne our armes againſt our ſelues, to teare out our pro- 

perentrailes, It is moſt certaine theſe domeſtique troubles are 

much more to be feared then all the hoſtilities in the world. The 
® ſword of perſecution can diſſeuer nothing but members, but theſe 
» diuiſions tend to the ſubuetſion of ſoules; which maketh them ſo 
» much the more daungerous beyond common wares, as the ſpi- 
» tit is aboue the body, 

God hauing efoarded me ſo many victories , and ſo many 
proſperities, 1 —— to my ſelſe there remained nothing for 
me to aske of him, but an humble acknowledgement of his be- 

® nefits, and leaſuretorcioyce with thoſe whom 1 ſaw through 
® his fauour, in repoſe, ſheltred ynder the good ſucceſſe of myne 
» armes, and the authority of my Lawes . It hath beene a griefe 
» very ſenſible vnto me to vnderſtand of thoſe reuolutios , which 
» haue paſſed in our Cir 4 of Alexandria, and which haue afterward 
diſperſed themſelues, through the reſt of Chriſtendome . I haue 
done all that poſlibly I might inthe beginning to ſtop _ 
ut 


— — — 


— 
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but ſeeing the euill encreafed with ſo much daunger, I haue cal- x 
led you nither to apply the laſt remedy. ſo 
| beleech you (O venerable Prielts of the liuing God) to 8 
preſerue among your ſelues that concord, v hich i thinke 1 may 
read in your countenauces, and not to ſuffer your ſelues to bee 
depriued of the benefit of peace, fince the diuine providence hath * 
ſelected y ou to eſtabliſh ii * Aultars, by your prayers for all * 
| 


the reſt of the world Cut off ſpeedily the roote of euill, & ſweet- « 
ly pacity theſe troubles ofthe Church: you ſhall do a thing mott « 
acceptable to God, and as for my felte, who am your fellow ſet- 
want, I hall hold me obliged as for a fingelar benefit. 

The Interpreter explicated the Ora;ion of the Emperourin 
the Greeke tongue. Then the propoſitions of am were read. At 
the reading whereof the molt part of the Bithops ſtopped the it 
eares for horrour (as afterward S. Athanaſius obſerucd : ) tro thence 
they proceeded to opinions, Where the diſputatzon was enkind- 
led on both ſides. Canſlantine affoarded a fingular attention to all 
that was ſayd, peaceably enterteyned fenrences, encouraged all 
the world, {weetned acerbities which might ſlide into the heate 
ol contention, and guided all the affaires to peace. In the end, 
Arias is condemned, and a forme of faith conceyued for the equa- 
lity of the Word with the Father; whereat many Arians much 
amazed, fayled not to ſtrike ſayle, & yield themſelues to the plu- 
rality of voyces, fearingleaſt their conteſtation mightruyne their 
reputation with the Emperour. 

It is thought Eaſebius the Hiſtoriographer was of this num- 
ber ; a man of the time, who knew how tocomply readily with 
the humour of thoſe, who had authority, and force in their han- 
des. As for the other Euſebius Biſhop of Nicomedis, who had main- 
teyned the faction ot Aus, with much paſhon , he ſaw himſelſe 
ſhamfnlly fallen from the opinion of his great credit, and durſt 
not refuſe to tigne the doctrine of the Councell . Greatly was he 
ſtreightned in another Seſſion , to pronounce excomunication 
vpon Aris his creature, ſaying he was conſenting to the deciſion 
of the Councel, ynder ſhadow of ſome perplexed wordes, which 
he made vſe of tocouer his opinion. The Fathers ſhurting vp 
their eyes to all humane —— and ſortitvingꝑ their armes a- | 
gainlt tauour, ſurpriaed this Exſebins, and Theogius Biſhop of Nice, 

_« .. un 
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in thecondemnation of Arizs which they would not ſigne, de- 
claring them ypon this reſuſall, depriued of their = 
They enter poſed the authority of the Emperout, w ho ſuſpended 
the execution, on ſuch condition , that they gaue ſatisiaction to 
the Councell . 

Neuer were men more humbled, namely Euſebius , who 
thought co be theal-predominant z tor he was conſtrey ned ſpee- 
dily to retire, and addreſſe his requeſt to the Biſhops, in tet mes 
molt ſuppliant, in which he proteſted wholy to ſubmit himſelſe 
to the decrees of the Councell; yet notwithſtanding he ſpared 
not to embroile matters with an infinity ot wiles, and malice, 
which made the Emperour open his eyes to conſiime their ſen- 
tence, who had condemned him, & ſend him into baniſhment, 
with ſubrogation of another in his place, though he atterv ard 


8, Aibæ by ordinary ſubmiſſion was repealed. At that time happened a 


2 « 


merueylous labyrinth of affaires, in which beganne the ccmbats 
of great S. Athanifius, which are to take vp another hiſtory be- 
ſides this, it extending much further beyond the yeares of Con- 
ftamme . 

As for the ſucceſle of Arius, after the baniſ-ment of ten yeares, 
he ſtill entermedling with tations, found meanes to be heard 
in another Councell ot Hieruſalem, where faigning a penitence 
artificially counterfeyted , he handled the matter ſo by the pra- 
Riſes of Euſebius, who was then in fauour, that he was abſolued, 
with commaundement = to the good Alexander Biſhop of 
Conſt ant inople, to receyue him into the comunion of the Church. 

The holy Prelat ſtoutly refuſed it, knowing well it was an 
hypocriſy , which tended to annull thedecrees ot the Councell 
of Nice, and bring confuſion into the Church. But Euſebius of Ni- 
ce media ceaſed not to make armed inhibitions, threating that, in 
caſe of tefuſall, he would depriue him of his Biſhopricke. He 
who cared not ſo much for the loſſe his dignity , as the fatery of 
the Church, for ſooke all theſe ſubtilities ot Theology, and ex- 
horting his people to a faſt ot ſeauen dayes, by the counſell of S. 
lames of Nijibis , who was then preſent, ſpared not to macerate 
his body with auſterities, and preſent to God day, and night his 
bumble ſupplications to divert this ſcourge . In the end, the af- 
faire being very ſhortly to determine, he proſtrated his _ 
gain 
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gainſt theearth, beforethe Aultar, and ſayd: My God, if it be true, 
that Arius oughtto morow to be receyued into the communion 
of the taithfull, I beſeech you let your poore ſeruant Alexander go 
in peace, and not looſe the faithful people, with the wicked. 
For if you be reſolued to preſerue your Church, and I may be 
aſſured you will do it, looke on the threats of Euſebius, and de li- 
uet not your inheritance to the ſcorne of the wicked : but rather 
take Arius out of this world, leaſt we receyuing him may ſeeme 
to introduce hereſy, and impiety into your how le. 
The next day Arias went early in the morning from the Em- 

erours Pallace, very well accompained with Euſebius, & wal- 
ked in pomp through the itreets of Conſtantinople. He was a man 
more ſubtile, then confident, and it i thought the apprehenſion 
he had of the iſſue of this combat, put terror into him, and this 
terror cauſed him to ſtep out of the way. Behold the cauſe, why 
being by chance in the market place of Conitantmeple , he retyred 
into a publique place of eaſe, to ſatisfy the neceſſities of nature. 
Socrates holdeth, he caſt forth a great quantity of blond, and ther- 
upon falling into a {woone, not being able to be holpe, he yiel- 
ded vp his wicked ſoule by a juſt puniſhment from Heauen, lea- 
uing to poſterity a perpetuall deteſtation of his life, with a hor- 
rour of the very place of his death. 

Euſebius cauſed the body to be interred, Alexander breathed a- 
gayne, and all the Church triumphed ypon the admiration of 
the iudgements of God, ſecing that he, who had rayſed ſo many 
bloudy tragedies , was dead in his one bloud; and after had 
infected the ſoundeſt parts of the world with his poy ſon, vomi- 
ted yp his contagious ſoule in the — infections, drawing 
on his criminall head the execration ot all ages. 


Set. 21. The gouernment of Conſtantine. 


Auing ſhewed vnto you the greatnes of Conſtantine 
in mattets of Religion, let vs now behold it in his 
politique gouernment. Ii is no ſle ight note of the 
vigour of his ſpirit, that he enterprized to make an- 


other Rome, & ſo proſperouſly to haue peſected this 
his deſigns. : There 
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There is found among the Gentils a certayne Epigramme 

in the tuines of auncient Rome , which ſayd: It ſtood in need of 

Gods to make it; but there was but one God neceſlary to deſtroy 

it. What may we ſay of the courage, prudence, happy ſucceſſe of 

1 the Enperour in this eſtabliſhment of Conflantmople? We will not 

make him a God, as the Pagans, but ſay he was a man ſingular- 

ly aſſiſted by the prouidence of God, in the gteatnes of hu vn- 
dertakings . 

He perceyued in this new change of Religion there were 
in Rome many harſh ſpirits, and that cuen among the principall, 
whom he could not reclaime to chriſtianity, as his zeale teruetly 
deſired. Behold, whether defirous to conſecrate to God a place 
| better purified from Idols, where he might be ſeiued with more 
| conſent, and better iudgement , or whether he were likewiſe 


ſterity, he reſolued to build a Citty , which ſhould beare his 
Name, and bee (as it were) the Maiſter- piece of a great Mo- 
narch . 

For this purpoſe he had ſome deſire , to build on the ruynes 
of Trey the Great, thinking the tame of the place, renowned for 
it's vnhappines through all the parts of the habitable world, 
| might contribute ſomewhat to the glory of his name: but he ha» 
| uing layed the foundations, God gaue him notice in ſleepe, that 

this was not the place appointed him, and that he neceſſatily 
muſt change the countrey : whereat being much amazed, yet 
ſill perſiſting in his defigne, as not throughly ſatistyed vpon 
the will of God, it is held, the tooles & inſtruments of workmen 
were inſenſibly tranſported ouer the ſea to the other ſhore , and 
that an Eagle ſetling vpon the Leuell of the Maiſter Architect, 
Zou. ex tooke it vp, and haſtened to beare it directly ro Byz.antium ; tor 
Gen., that is the Citty, whither Confantine, fotſaking the ruynes of 
Troy, transferred his great delignes. It had heretotore beene a ve- 
ry faire Citty, but as armes ſtrike at all which is eminent, ſo had 
it beene infinicly ranſacked by many warres happened in the re- 
uolution of affaires , and ages. Vet it ſtill ſupported itſelfe with 
ſome manner of reputation, when this great Prince determined 
toamplity, enrich, and perfect it thioughly, there to fix the 
ſeate of his Empire. 1 
K 


. | tranſported with the deſite ot honour, and the memory of po- 
0 
| 
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It is added that himſelfe marched round about the walles, 
holding in his hand a halte pike, and defigning the circune of 
his future Con ſlant inopir; and as he ſtill wen: meaſuring vp and 
downe by the ayme of his eye, one of his fauourites ſaid to him: 
Emperour, how long will it be ere you make anend ? Iwill fi- 
niſh (faith he) when he ſtayes that goes before me. Which made 
men thinke there was ſome heauenly Intelligence, that con- 
ducted his enterprize. At the ſame time he thought he ſaw in 
ſleepe a very auncient Lady, which on an iſtant was turned into 
a moſt beautifull virgin, whom he adorned, and atty red, ſetting 
his Diadem on her head. Behold what is ſayd of the beginnings 
of Conitzrinople: whether ſuch things happened with all theſe cu- 
cumitances , or whether we naturally loueto tell ſome ſtraunge 
tales in fauour of antiquity ; as it theſe ſictiom were able to giue 
it the morecredit . One thing we have moſt yndoubted , which 
Zofimus (although an enemy to Conftanrmme ) is enforced to ad- 
mire , that the mannage of this great deſigne was ſo proſperous, 
that in ſiue, or ſix yeares a goodly Citty was ſeene on foote, 
which extended about one league in circuit beyond the walles 
of Byzanifum, 

Conſtantine , who had a holy defire to equall it to auncient 
Rome ſpared nothing of all, that, which the inuention of men 
might find out, courage vndertake, and power execute. He 
there built Pallaces, Theaters, Amphitheaters, Cirques, Galle- 
ries, & other edifices, infinirly admirable; ſo that S. Hicrome had 
reaſon to ſay, that Conſtantine to attyte his Conftuntinople deſpoiled 
all the other Prouinces. 

It is a Maxime among Great ones, that to make a huge Dra» 
gon, it is fit he firſt deuoure many litle ſerpents; and to raiſe a 
great Citty, many much leſſe mult be ruined to ſerue for tood 
ynto it. The gteatneſſes of God are good deeds, thoſe of the 
worldare naturally deſtructions; for they eate and deuoure their 
neighbours, as the tree which we call the ¶ which inferftbly 
draweth the iuice of plants growing neere vnto it. It is notex- 
pedient there ſhould be many greatnefles in the world, they 
would dry Riuers vp, as did the army of Xerxes ; and would im- 
poueriſh each other by their mutuall conteſtations. Yet not- 
Wichftanding needs maſt _ beMaicRty in the ciuill world, 
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to the proportion of the elementary. And for this cauſe God 
made K ings taking a patteine from himſelſe, and commaundeth 
we hog nt them, as his living images. Kings make the greatneſ- 
ſes of the world, which are the effects of their powers. Needs 
muſt there be a Conſtantinepleto make poſterity ſee Conſlantime on 
the back ſide of the Medall, tor thinke his vertues haue tepie- 
ſented him on the other fide very honourable. 

Art the leſt, iris a thingexceeding laudable, and well con- 
ſidered by S. Auguitine, that in this infinite ſtore of Pagans, which 
he mult yet of neceſſity tolletate, the Emperour permitted not, 
eyther Temples of Idols, Sacrifices, or Pagan ceremonyes. Well 
might he becurious to cauſe from all parts to be brought ancient 
ſtatues of marble, braſſe, and other matter, which repreſented 
Iupiter , Cybelle , Mercury, Apollo, Caitor and Pollux, and ſo many 
falſe diuinities, which he ſet vp in Theaters, Amphitheaters , 
or Races, where the courſes of horſes were vſed, and in other 
publique pl:ces. | 

Euſebius followed by Baronius, holdeth it was to expoſe them 
to the ſcorne of the people, whichis very hardto belicue : for 
I ſhould rather think, that theſe pieces, being the moſt exqui- 
fi:e workemanthips of the world, and that Cenflantine vehemẽt- 
ly deſiring the beauty of his Citty, could not then reſolue ypon 
ſuch a le wiſh zeale, as to breake and deface them; but contented 
himſelte with the diſtribution ot them into protane Places, to 
giue luſtre to his enterprizes. Vet muſt we ſay, that though we 
at this preſent ate out of the daunger of Idolatry, rich men of this 


age haue no reaſon to ſet vp ſo readily in their Halls, & cabinets, 


Iuno's, Venus es, & Dianas, and ſo many hiſtoryes of the Metamor- 
phoſis with ſcandalous nakednes. Tertullian, an eager ſpirit, per- 
ſueth all this, as a crime, and proucth in the booke he compoſed 
of Idolatry, that al thoſe who cooperate in ſuch works, do worſe, 
then if they ſacrificed to Idols the bloud of Beaſts. For they offer 
(ſayth he) their ſpirit, their induſtry, their trauell, & the ix eſtate 
to Sathan; and though they haue no intention of ſinne, they mi- 
niſter matter to other of offending God. | 

Behold the cauſe, why Conftantine although he were in an 
age, wherein Paganiſme being ſtill in much requeſt, it was very 
difficult to take away all theſe figures, notwithitanding he diſ- 
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uiſed them, as much as he could; witneſſe that a great ſtatue of 
Apollo being brought to Conſtantinople, one of the bett pieces that 
euet had beene ſeene in thoſe elder times ; he cauſed a Conſtantine 
to be made of this Apollo, changing it into his one image, and 
com naunding ſome parcels of the yenerable Nailes ot our Saui- 
our to be enchaced ouer his head. 

It is in my opinion, to this ſame Image that he added a gol- 
den globe in the hand thereof, and ouer it a Croſſe with this inſ- 
cription: Tibi Chriſte, V rbem commends. Beſides he made three Croſ- 
ſes to be etected, the moſt magnificent that might then be ima- 
gined, and ſet in the midit of a publique place, the ſtatue of the 
Prophet Damel among the Lyons, all couered ouer with plates 
of gold, to repreſent a figure of the Reſurrection. And as for his 
Pallace he cauſed to be pourtraid at the very entrance therof, the 
hiſtory of the Paſſion, in a moſt exquiſite worke, wrought and 
tiſſued with pretious ſtones, very much reſſembling Moſayque 
worke . All ot it being finiſhed , he made the dedication of the 
Citty on the tenth of May, and as it is very probably ſuppoſed, 


the ſiue and twentieth of his Empire, conſecrating it to God, in 


memory of the glorious Virgin Mary, and doing great acts of li- 
berality to the people; which he commaunded by his Edicts, to 
be continued tor perpetuity. Codyn addeth, that he cauſed alſo 
ſumptuous ediſices there to be built for the chriſtian Senatours, 
which he drew from the Citty, and made them ſo like their lod- 
gings which they had at Rome, that they were ſo tauiſhed ther- 
with, as it ſeemed, their houſes by miracle had beene transferred 
from Rome to Conflantinople. 

The two firſt Churches were theſe of the Apoſtles, and of 
S. Sophya, to whom Conſtantine gaue the beginning, but the great- 
nes of the worke is due tothe Emperour laſtiman. Our great Mo- 
narch , who had his eye open ouer all, forgot not to eſtabliſh a 
good Colledge in bis Citty , whereunto he drew the choice of 
learned men in all profeſſions, dignitying, and adorning it with 
immunities & great priuiledges, in ſuch fort, that Aurelias Victor 
called him the nurſing Father of learning; and purſuing this 
deſigne, he tooke a particular care to ereta good Library, and 
aboue al to furniſh it with a good ſtore of holy bookes, wel writ- 
ten, the Superinteadency whereof he gaue to Euſebius ot Celares. 
Pp 2 Behold 
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Behold the eſtate of his Cons, ,, which he by Edid 
commaunded to be called New Rem; and Sazomen aſſureth that 
in multitude of people, in abundance and riches, it ſut paſled 
theauncient : Which is not very hard farany to belieue, who 
wil confidet Rome in the abſence of Emperours being then but as 
a Pallace difiubabited z yet could not 8419245 chu, S. Gregory 
Narren ſpeach, who ſay d Conflentineple as much in his ty me ex- 
celled the other Cirties, as Heauen ſurpaſleth earth. 

This would ſuffice to ſhew the politique prudeace of great 
Conflaniine ; but it ſhineth alſo in other points ot which | thinke, 
this ſame is molt conſiderable, that be held for the ſpace of thit- 
ty yeares, an Empire ſo great, in a tyme Whetein the Emperors 
had ordinarily ſo thort a raygne, that they zeſſembled thole crea» 
tures, Which enioyed but one day of lite ; in anage , when the 
people were ſo apt to feuol: that the Sea had not mare agitatiõs, 
the all Kingdomes had viciſſitudes; in an eſtabliſhment of Reli- 
gion very new, wherin commorions are commonly moſt dan- 
gerous. We may well ſay, this Prince had ſomething in him a- 
boue all, that, which is humane, to cyment togeather an Em- 
pire of ſo long continuance, in affaires ſo diſcordant. 

It is true that he tolletated the (ects of Pagans for mecre ne- 
cellity , otherwiſe he muſt haue killed the whole world to make 
a new of it. The wiſe Prince well ſaw it was a thing impoſli- 
ble to anibilate ſuperſtition in an inſtant, which had taken ſuch 
dee pe roote for a thouſand yeares, about which tyme Kome was 
built zbut in this ciuill peace, which he gaue to all the Eaſt, he 
inſeuſibly vndermined the foundations of Impiety, and verily 
by litle andlitle, it periſhed in his hands. His ſpirit ſparkling 
like afyzercoud not reſt, butſceing the Magiſtrates of the Empire 
were ouer buſy, yet not diſcharging the duty of their places, 
and that by the greatneſſe of their power they made themſel- 
ues too abſolute; he altered the whole gouernement, diuiding 
their charges, and multiplying the offices of the Empire : for 
which Zoſimas blameth him, not conſidering it was the poli- 
cy of Auguſtus Ceſar, reputed one of the moſt ableſt Princes of the 
world, and thathe , who will conſider the ſtate of the Empire 
eſtab ithed by Conftentine, ſhall find ſo much order in this great 
diveclity, ſo much wiledowe in inugutions , ſo much courage in 

"6 EXEFULJODS 


The Souldier. 307 
executions; ſo much ſtability in continuance, that he ſha]l haue 
more cauleto admire, the deepe counſells of the Emperour, then 
find what to blame in his gouerament. The ſame Zofunus, as 3 
Courier and a Pagan, extremely diſpleaſed with great libeia- Tributes 
lityes which Conſtauti excrciled towards the Churches, furiouſly 
taxeth hin, vpon the matter of Tributes, ſaying, He inus uted 
new , and exactcd chem with much violence. 

And yet notwithitading there are no tributes ynder Canſtan- 
tine, the vie wherof is not obſerued to haue beene in the age of 
the former Emperours : for concerning the impoſt of a ceitay ue 
ſumme of gold, and filuer payd by merchants ,trom fouge years 
to toute, which the Grecians called Chryſargyros , although the 
name were then new, the manner of it could not be fo, ſince 
the Hiſtoriogtapher Lampridius in the lyſe of Alexander Sexerus , 
makes mention of the gold of Merchants. And az fox that which 
was allo impoſed ypon proſtuute women, it was likewiſe yn- 
derthe reygne of the ſame Alexander ; ſo that he who will com- 
pare that , which is done betore Co and that after bi in 
this article, ſhall there find much moderation in his proceedings. 
For ſotatre was it from him to ſurcharge the people, that he gau 
a relaxation ot the fourth part of tributes; which is ſo muchi as if wy beo4 
a King after the ſpace of tower yeares paſſedſhould free his pea- 5” 

le tor a yeare trom ordinary ſubſidies, wbich would be no ſmal "hy 
Lberality. Now concerning the violence wheteot this wap cõ- d 
play neth, the edicts of Conitanzige teſtify, that he would not haue 4, . 1. 
any man to beſo much, as umpriſoacd for moneys due to his col- 
fers. True it is, he had a liſt ot the names of men of quality in tbe V iflor 
Empire, with a taxe of their reuenewes, to enforce them to pu- Comm 
blique neceſſities, and by this meanes diſcharge the poore . O- h, re- 
therwiſe it is well known this Prince was ſo zealous tor Luſtice bus multis 
that he would not ſuffet euen the letters of fauour obieined from frir , culi- 
him, ſhould haue any power to the preiudice oſ ancient lawes . . ſedare 
And that it any of his tauorites had a procetle, and would beg of — 
him to interpoſe his authority for him, he would leaue him to lu- — — 
ſice, willing rather to affoard him coyne out of his coffers , then , bones , 
one (ole word of fauour, which avight diſpoſe the ludges to bend praciput 
the ballance more to one fide, then another. He had his ey vpon lud lite 
his Officers z and reteyned them in their duties, diſcoucting and frrarinms 
PP 3 chaſti- 
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chaſtifing corruptions, and baniſhing with his whole endea- 
uour all crimes — were againit the law of God , and publique 
tranquillity. ; 

He was much ſeconded in the adminiſtration of affaires by 
the diligence of ablauius, the greateit Fauourite ot the Prince, 
and Superintendent of luſtice. who was verily a man of lud- 
gement, had he not blemiihed the gittsof God with vnſatiable 
Auarice. 

He was ſurnamed the Baloone of Fortune, for the many 
chaunges, which happened in his perſon. For it is held, that he 
Was 0: very baſe extraction, borne in Conſtantinople the called By- 
zantium ; & that a Mathematician ariued in this Citty vpon the 
iuſtant the mother of Ablaums was to be deliuered. Thi man 
weary of his way, and — hungry, went into an Inne, where 
he cals for dinner : his hoſteſſe was very buſy to prouide it tor 
him, at which time one came to entreat her to affiita neighbour 
of hers in her childbirth, tor the practized the office ot a Mid ite. 
This made her forſake her guelt,to help the poote creature who 
was ſayd tobe in great daunger,it the gaue not remedy. The bu- 
fines being diſpatched ſhereturned to ber gueſt, who was very 
angry, and murmured with much impatience; the to appeaſe 
him excuſed herſelte vpon the neceſſity of the accident happe- 
ned: but this notable Altrologer , hearing (peach ot the birth of a 
child, torſooke the pot, and glaſſe, which he dearly loued, and 
endeauoured to ſet the Horoſcope of this Ablawns, newly come 
into the world. And there vpon ſayd to his hotteſſe , Go, tell your 
wmeighbour the bath brought forth a ſonne to day , who 5ball be all, and haue 
4. but the dignity of an Emperour. 

I chinke with Eavaptus, that ſuch tales are rather made after 
euents, to giue credit to iudiciall Aſtrology, then to ſay they haue 
any foundation vpon truth. It is not knowne by what meanes 
he was aduaunced, but he came into ſo great an eſteeme, that he 
gouerned the whole Empire vnder Conſtantine, who treely made 
vic of him, as of a man diſcreet , and vigilaat in affaires, though 
much diſpleaſed to ſee him too eager in his proper inteteſts. And 
it is ſayd that walking one day with him, he rooke a ſtick in bis 
band, and drew the length of ſiue or fix faote on the earth ; then 
turning towards his creature ; Ablawas , why ſo much ſweat . and 
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trauell! In the end of all, neyther 1 nor thou hall haue more then this, nay 
thou defi not know, u her thou shalt haue it, or no. 

He was the cauſe by his factions , that Conſſantine almoſt 
cauſed one day three innocent Captaines to be puniſhed with 
death, being ill intormed, had it not beene that S. Nicholas then 
liuing, appeared in a dreame the ſame night to Conſtantine , and 
Ablamus , threatning if they proceeded any further, God would 
chaitiſe them, which made them ſtay execution. 

Ablautus notwithſtanding was ſo tyed to the earth, that the 
words and examples of his Maiſter, had ſmall power ouer his 
ſoule, in ſuch ſort , that he had an vnhappy end, ordinary with 
thoſe who abuſe the fauours of God. 

For after the death of Conſtantine, Conſtantius who ſucceeded 
in the Empire of his Father, taking this man (as it were) for a 
Pedagogue, (ſo much authority had he aſſumed ynto himſelfe ) 
and tninking he could not free himſelſe ot his minority, but by 
the death of Ablauius, cauſed him miſerably to be butchered, ſen- 
ding two, for executours of this Commiſſion, men ſuborned, 
whoſaluted him with great ſubmiſſions , and knees bended to 
the earth in manner of Emperour He who before had marved 
one of the daughters of the Emperor Conftans , brother of Conſtan« 
tius, thinking they would raiſe him to the dignity of Ceſar,asked 
where the Purple was. They had no Commiſſion to giue it him, 
but that thoſe, who ſhould preſent it, were at his Chamber 
dore, he commaundeth them to be ſpeedily brought in; They 
were armed men, who approching neere ynto him, initeed of 
the purple, in flicted a purple death, trans fixing him with their 
ſwords, and reating him as a Sacrifice, 
lt che poore man, following his Maiſters example, had 
beene willing to ſet limits, vpon his fortune, and taken ſhelter, 
at leaſt in the ſtorme, to meditate vpon the affaires of his Conſ- 
cience, he would the leſſe haue beene blamed : but naturall de- 
ſiles haue this proper, that they are bounded by Nature which 

made them, | he — of Ambition, which grow from our 
opinions haue no end. no more then opinion, ſubfiſtence . For 
what bounds will you giue to the falſchood and lying of a mi» 
ſerable vanity , which Alleth the ſpirit with illufion, and the 
Conſcience wich crimes? When one gocth the right way, he 
findeth 
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findeth an end: but when he wandereth eroſſe the fieldes , he 
makes ſteps without number, errours without meaſure , & mi- 
ſeries without remedy. 


Sect. 22. The death of Conſtantine. 


ſhould never dy, and that it were very fit, they 
{till did what they once haue done fo happily. But 
as they entred not into life by any other way then 
that ol birth, as men; ſo mult they iſſue out from 
this ordinary reſidence of mortals, as other men. 
Conſtantine had already reigned thirty and one yeares , and 
was in the threeſcore, and third of his age, liuing 2 iſe in a 
roſperous old age, and hauing a body exceedingly well diſpo- 
2 to the functions of life for he inceſſantly trauelled in the duty 
ol his charge, without any inconuenience, ordering military 
matters in his mind, inſtituting la wes, hearing embaſlages, rea» 
ding, writing, diſcourſing to the admiration ot all the world. 
This good Prince earneſtly defired the conueiſion of all the 
great ones of his Court. Behold why not ſatisfied with giui 
them example of a perfect life, be inflamed them to good wi 
powerful words, which were to ſoulesas thaderclapsto Hinds, 
not for the deliuery of a beaſt, but the production of ſaluation. 
A li:le before his death he pronounced in his Pallace tottofe 
of his Court a very elegant Orarion of the Immortality ofthe 
ſoule; of the ſucceſſe of good and euill; of the prouidence of God 
in the recompence of pute ſoules ; of the terrour of his faſtice, 
ypon the incredulous, and reprobate. This diuine Man handled 
theſe diſcoarſes with ſo much feruour and deuotion, that he ſec- 
med to haue his eare already in heauen, to yaderitand my ſteries, 
andenioy an antipaſt of Paradiſe. 

A while afterhetelt{ome litle inequality of temperature in 
his body, which was with him very extraordinary,ſo ſound and 
well compoſed he was. Thereupon he was taken with a feuer 
ſomewhat violent, and cauſing himſelfe to be carried to the ba- 
thes, he remained not long there: forlicle regarding the — 
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his body in compariſon of the contentment of his ſoule , he was 
poſſeſſed with a great deſite to go to Drepanamin Byibints, a Citty 
which he ſurnamed of his good mother, where was the body of 
S. Lucian the Martyr, to which he had a particulet deuotion. 

He being tranſported into this deſired place, felt in his hart 
an alactity wholy celeſtiall, and for a longe time remained in the 
Church notwithſtanding the indiſpoſition of his body, teruẽily 
praying for his own ſaluation, and the yniuerſal} repoſe ot his 
Empire. From thence he went diiectly to a Pallace , which he 
had in theſuburbes of Nicomedis, where feeling the approches of 
death he diſpoſed himſelte tor his laſt houre , with the markes 
ot a piety truly chriſtian. His Princes, and Captaines who heard 
him ſpeake of death being de ſitous to diuert his mind from this 
thought, ſayd, He was become too neceſlary for all the world, 
and thatthe prayers of all men would prolonge his life. But he: 
Of what do you ſpeake to me, as i itwere not true life, to die to 
ſo many dead things, toliue with my Sauiour ? No, this heere is 
not a — but a paſſage to immorrality . If you loue me, im- 

each not my way zone cannot go too ſoone to God. This ſpo- 
Een, he diſpoſed of his laſt will with a conſtant iudgment, and 
couragious reſolution , declaring in his Teſtament the eſtate of 
affaires he would eſtabliſh , euen in the leaſt particulers, and ve- 
ry well remembring al his good ſeruants, for whom he ordained 
penſions , & rewards foreuery one according to his merit. 

He deuided the Empire betweene his three ſonnes , at that 
tyme abſent ; and having diſtributed their ſeuerall ſhares with 
— prouidence, he gaue to Conſtantius the Empire af the Eaſt, 

eauing a will ſealed with his owne ſignet in the hands of a cer- 
tayne Prieſt, whom he appointed to deliuer it immediatly ro his 
ſonne; which he did: and afterward Conſtantius ſo much honou- 
red this man, that being inflexible to all other, he only obeyed 
him, as a God The diſpoſe of his temporall affaires being le:led, 
he rraverred all his thoughts to familiar diſcourſes which he had 
with God, and yielded vp his moſt happy ſoule on the Feaſt of · 
Pentecoſt, the two & twentith ot May, about Midday, in the yeare 
ot out lord 327 

The Souldiers, and officers who wayted next his perſon, not 
thinking his end ſo ncate at hand, vpon this ne wes were ſey z ed 
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with a griefe,ſo outragious, that rearing their cloathes, and pro- 
ſtrating themſelues ypon the earth, they bewayled their Empe- 
rout with complaintes, which rather reſembled yellinges, then 
moderate ſorrow ,calling him: Their Soueraigne Lord, their good Mai- 
ſter, and common Father of the world. 

The body was put into a coffin of gold, couered with pur- 
ple to carry it to Conitantinople; where it was many day es expoſed 
in his pallace, attired in Impetiall habit, receyuing the ſame du- 
ties & reucrenees,as it he had yet bin aliue . Neuer Was there ob- 
ſerued toward any Emperour whatſoeuer eyther ſuch great con. 
courſe of people, or cordiall affection, not ſo much bade chil- 
dren but were touched with a ſenſible griefe, as if they had loſt 
their father. One might haue ſeene among the people ſome cõ- 
founded with ſad, and heauy ſorrow ; others to 2 forth into 
complaints; the reſt to powie themſelues out in deuotions, and 
praier. When ancient Rome heard the ne wes of his death, the cau- 
ſed the Bathes and publique Places to be ſhut vp all mirth and 
ſolace to ceaſe, that they Wight lament the loſſe of a molt ho- 
noured Father. 

The Princes his children, (ſpeedily arriuing at Conſtantinople, 
cauſed his obſequies to be performed after the manner of Chri- 
ſtians, conducting the body to the Sepulcher with the Clergy, 
wax lights burning , and prayers of the Church ordeined for the 
ſoules of the dead, For Euſebius, who was there preſent , maketh 
exprefle mention of theſe ceremonies ; which new Heretiques 
through great impertinency , & malignity haue endeauoured to 
deny tor the comfort of the dead. 

It is a meruaylous thing to conſider, what power Vertue 
hath ouer the harts of men, and to behold how many diuers ſes 
are different in that, which is matter of beliefe in Divinity ; but 
all notwithſtanding agree in the honour due to honeſty . The 
Pagans would needs canonize Confantine in their manner, and 
make a God of him, repreſenting him in a Chariot, harnized our 
with fower horſes , as flying aboue the cloudes, & a hand ftret- 
ched from Heauen , which made ſhe to hold him in this moſt 
bleſſed manſion of immortality . 

The Greeke Church hath honoured his memory, as ofa Saint: 
although Conſt ante had ſo humble an opinion of himſelfe, that 
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it is yery likely he ordeyned by his Teſtament, Which was af- 
tet ward ſcene to be executed in his funerals, that bis body ſhould 
b» interred not in the Church of S. Peter and S. Paul, but before 
the porch : eſtecming himſelfe moſt happy, if after he had borne 
the Prime Diademe of the world, he mig tleruc as a Porter to 
a limple fiſherman. 
[how aske of you (my Reader) who haue conſidered the 
beginning, ptogteſſe, and end of this Monarch, where may 
ou find one more elate in greatnefſeofcourage, more generous 
in his enterprizes , more prudent in his carriage. more fortunate 
in ſucceſſes, more conſtant in his — — ? Poyſea litle, and 
put in one ballance the glory of his armes, the happineſſe ot his 
conqueſts, the wiſedome of his lawes, what Vertue thinke you 
had he heere occaſion to make vie of, to ſet a new face ypon a 
whole world, to oppoſearmies with iron, ſtratagems with pru- 
dence , rebellion of vntamed ſpirits with mildneſſe? What arme 
to teſiſt the torrents of iniquity ? What ſtroke to counterballance 
the inclinations ot wils, & (wiftmotions of an vniuerſal world? 
Verily I muſt affirme Auguſtus Ceſar was a great Prince, for that 


Greatnes ' 


he chaunged the face of che State of a mighty Commonwealth , ofConſth- 
built ypa vaſt Empire ; but not to flatter, nor rayſe our Princes tine, 


a boue their merit, with the intereſt of our owne cauſe, we ſhall 
find this man had ſome thing in him much greater, I admit the 
other ſeemeth to you more ſubtile, if you confider him in the ma- 
tutity of prudence he thewed in his elcer dayes ; notwithſtan- 
ding if you behold him in all che parts of his life , you ſhall find 
great vices therein: I ſay not only of impurity, or neglect, but 
of wickednes and inhumanity ; which was the cauſe that he ha- 
uing one day in a banquet taken the ſhape of Apollo, thoſe about 
him named him Apollinem Tortorem , Apollo the Hangman. | go not 
about at this time to ſearch into the vices eyther of the one or 
other. I admit that Conftantine though deſcended of the moſt no- 
ble bloud of Romans, and as fortunate as euer Augutus, way in his 
beginnyng ſomewhat cruell: Vet no man can deny, but that in 
military vertue, he in all points ſurpaſied Auguitas Ceſar ; who 
was neuer pur into the ranke ofthe moſt warlique Princes. 

Let vs not hecre ouerprize the ſupereminency, the one had 
aboue the ochet in this point, Let vs only compare them in qual- 
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lity of founders of new eſtates. The one made a new world ci- 
vill; andthe other a new world chriſtian. I he one to do what 
he did, ſqund a Iulius Ceſar , Who betore hand cut out his worke 
for him. The other hewed torth a way through rockes, flames, 
thoznes, wholy inuolued with contrazicty. Ihe one artaunged 
men ynder a ciuill ſubmiſſion, io tequitall of a Monarchy, which 
is an ordinary thing .. T he,other without armes diſarmed them 
from the affection they bare to theit auncient ſuperſtition;w hich 
every well vnderſtanding ludge will eſtecme a matter very diſ- 
ficult, becauſe ordinarily men are very obſtinate to reteine the 
Vir ingis, belictes which they haue held from father to ſonne, through the 
Innumere revolution of many ages. Finally Auguſtus ſaid, he found a Citty 
in eo ani · of ſtone ſpeaking — Rome. and had made of it a Citty of 
mi corfo- marble; but Conftantine migh: boalt ro haue raiſed a Rem wholy 
riſque Vir- ne in the eſtabliſhment of his Con ſtantixople. 
— cis It is affitmed by the Pagans themſelues, who neuer attribu- 
ut run,. - f Þ 
fortuna in *edany thing to Conſtantine aboue hjs merit , that he was at the 
beito prof. lealt( ſay they) before his baptiſme, comparable to all thegreateſt Princes 
pere fui: : of the Empire. Eutroptus a Soul diet ot aan the Apoſtata who litle 
vera mH loued Chriſtian Princes, is intorced through a truth to confeſſe, 
ve non ſtu- that he was A great man, bauing qualities and _yertues of mind and body 
— moſt innumerable , and that his fortune being very great be had not uv iihſtã- 
ding equalled it hy lus induſtry aud merit. Behold a teſtimony trom the 
mouth of an anemy. 
The Pri- I would heere willingly demaund of Machiauell, who in the 
ce ci. Treatiſe he compoſed of a Prince, ſaid; That be,which in all things 
would bold a ftrict profeſciou of an honei man, cannot long continug in the 
1 company of ſuch others 245 are of na eſteeme ; and that it is neceſary for 4 
cad , chap, ce who will mainteine bis one power, to learne how be may ſome: ymes 
Tz. . be wicked and topradtiſe it according to the neceſtity of afſayres, And in 
his State Diſcourſes well diſcouereth he is of Opinion , the Prince 
ſhould cherith the Religion which moſt ſuteth with his deſignes 
aimirable W hatſoeuer they bee. 
prouiden - would willingly know of all thoſe that purſue the like Ma- 
ce cf God Ximes with this corrupt ſpirit , what they would heere anſwere 
aboue all me, 2 the progreſſion of the fortune of Conſtantine. Verily be” 
bumane hold heer a State- wiſedome, wherunto the pen ot this Secteta- 
Policy » ry who pretend ech ability in ſome petty humane tracks, cannot 
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ariue. Behold a light wherat all theſe bleared eyes are dazeled. 
Behold an Abyſſe, where all carnall men are loſt , If we will 
well reckon them vp, We ſhall find twelue ot thirtezne, who in 
leuerall wayes, argue vpon the Diademe. with Conſlantine. By 
what degrees hath the diuine prouidence conducted him to the 
ſoueraignity of the Empires of the world ? I: it by thoſe , which 
Monſicur Nicbolas Machiauell hath preparediolead his Prince in ? 
It one mult diſpoile himſclte of inocency to be re- inueſled with 
the Roabe Imperiall , why did Conftan;me take the way of Em- 

ire by that of ſanctity? It vie mult be made ot Religion, as ol an 
inſttument ot State; and that taken, which hath the molt credit 
in the opinion of the people, why went he about to chooſe chri- 
ſtian Religis, at that time, when the moſt part of the world was 
ingulted in Gentililme ? Behold Maxentius, who according to 
the ordinary cuſtome ot the people of Rowe cauſed the pretended 
bookes of the Sybulles to be turned ouer, conſulted with Augures, 
offered ſacrifices, This gaue him reputation of piety with a peo- 
ple as much infidell, as himſelte, Why did not, Coyftqutine purſuc 
the ſame wayes ? Why did he ſet the ſigne of the Croſſe on his 
Standaris, eſteemed fatall, and ot ill prelage in the minds of gie 
molt part of his Army? What favour might he then expect from 
chriſtians? Would he draw tieaſures trom them? They were Ce(- 
poiled of all. Pretended he to taiſe huge armies of them for his 
ſeruice? They were ſocutdown that one only month ſaw ſeauẽ- 
teene thouſand heads vpon the ground. Did he perſuade him- 
ſelle there was much ſtrength in their Religion? They were all 
eyther maſſacred, maymed, or baniſhed. Did he looke for coun- 
ſell? They were men eſteemed void of learning, or policy . Did 
he hope fot credii They were trampled yndet foote , like Curt in 
the ſtreets. 

Why then did a man, teputed of ſo excellent iudgement con- 
fine his Intereſts to theſe miſerablecreatures ? He ſtood in need 
for the accommodation of his affaires, ofa Romane Senate, and 
it was Pagan. He wanted good Captaines, and they were in a 
manner all Gentiles. He muſt haue Forts, andthey all held for 
ancient ſuperſtition . What doth he go about ? And yet behold 
in a time wherein his affaices leaſt ſeemed to require it, he takes 
the maxkes of Chriſtianity, & with them haſtenech to aſſaile the 
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Army of Maxentias, compoſed of a hundred threeſcore, and ten 
thouſand toormen, & eighteene thouſand horſe, he himſelt accor, 
ding co the relation of thoſe, who liued in the very ſame time, ha- 
uing in this conflict, but very [mall troopes . From whence co- 
meta it that he in ſo ſhorta time, and with ſo few people, defea« 
ted ſuch tormidable powers ? Not tobely the matter, had theſe 
men beene but earthen ſtatues, they might make reſiſtance. Had 
they beene but an army ot theepe, they might weary the Soul- 
diers ot Copitantine to cut their throats. From M hence comes it, 
they were ſo ſoone defeated, from whence comes it that Maxen- 
tius ſo baſely berooke himſelſe to the ſtratagẽ of a bridge, which 
he prepared for his enemy ? Fro whence comes it that a Roman 
Senate, which had confirmed ſo many edicts againſt the Croſſe, 
a people bred vp in the horrour of the Crucified, ſhould readily 
receyuea man, Whoentred into Rome with the Croſſe, and the 
name of the Crucified ypon his Standarts ? From whence comes 
it, that on the triumphall Arke dedicated to him he would haue 
no mention of Roman Gods? At the leaſt (according to the con- 
ſell of the SeRarics of the Florentine Secretary ) he ſhould diflem- 
ble his Religion, he ſhould giue way to time, he ſhould make 
himſelfc outwardly a Diocletian, & inwardly ( if needs he would) 
a Conſt ant ine. 

Will any one ſay, he was at that tyme a man victorious, 
who came to giue Law, and not receyue it ? But who faw 
not, that his fortune being as yet in the bud, he was to walke 
towards Empires, as on thornes, tearing aboue all things, to irri- 
tate in the change of Religion, the — — ſpirits of the Eaſt, 
and Weſt, who were p towards their Sect $ 


tonatly affecte 
I affirme Maxentius the Detendour of the Gods, ruinated him- 
ſelte by his ill gouernment. Liciniut was yet on foote; and yerily 
Licmnins an auncient Souldier, who had waxed old in mes, and 
had neuer arryued to the Empire, but by his yalour, drew in the 
end all the party of Gentiliſme , with forces innumerable both 
by ſea, and land, which ſeemed able to ſwallow many worlds. 
He made vſe ofthe counſell of Monſieur Machiauell, he protefied 
he tooke armes for the defence of the Gods, and Aultars of aun- 
cient Religion, againſt a man, who ſought to introduce a bar ba- 
tous Sect into the world. Was not this a matter yery ſpecious, 
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in the times , when the ſuperſtition of Gentiles was Exalted by 

edicts of Emperors to the higheſt degree of honour ? Licinius not- 

withſtanding is beaten , ouerthrowne , ruined, both by Sea and 

Land, although be were one of the moſt inuentiue in the ſub- 

tilicies of the art Military, of the moſt refolute for execution, and 
the moſt ſtubborne to make vp agayne a deſperate fortune, 

Oh you Nobility, what ſhall we ſay hereupon? Mult we not 
confeſle there is one God in n, andnotany other God, 
but that of Conitantine, who giueth Kingdoms, eſtabliſheth Scep- 
ters, and cymenteth Crownes ? [fall this proceeding had beene 
an extrauagancy of palſion , we might attribute one part of it to 
the hazard of warres , the other to the valour of Souldiers, and 
the laſt to the heate of the firſt Encounters. But to hold an Em- 
pire thin and one yeates, with ſo great an equality, ſo accom- 
pliſhed atelicity , ſo ſecure a peace, trom the time of his laſt con- 
queſt, what may one anſwere to this? 

From whence is it, that Confantime haning forſaken auncient 
Rome, of purpoſe to build a faire Citty , where God might ſin- 
cerely be honoured, and adored, without any commixtion of 
Gods, or Aultars of Gentils , which he (as yet) through neceſ- 
ſity maſt tollerate at Rome , yet nothing was chaunged in the 
welt? Was there want of men to vndertałe it? The greareſt of the 
Senate were ina manner all Pagans, Wete there not people e- 
nough to make reuolts ? They were as much inclined thereunto, 
euer. Were there not Souldiers to ſupport the enterprizes ol 
thoſe who had a defire to rebell?ꝰ There were as man y, and per- 
haps more at that tyme , as at any time before. From whence 
then proceeded this ſweet tranquillity, but that the great Angell 
protectour of Conitantme,giuen vnto him by the living God, held 
one foote on the Ealt, and another on the Weſt , to protect, pre- 
ſerue, and honoura man, Who had defended, manteyned , and 
reuerenced true Religion. 

Oh Nobility, let no man go about to confine your harts to 


theſe ſlender, and wretched Policies, which ruyne all genero- Aduiſe to 
fity . Whileſt your Aunceſtours ſincerely honoured the God of the Nobi 
Conſtamins, of Charlemayne , and S. Lewis , and whileſt they luy , 


with all ſincerity manuted the piery of their predeceſſours, with= 
out any mixture of noueltyes, factions, and ſubtilityes ; they 
fle w 
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flew like Eagles to the conqueſt of Prouinces , and made their 
armes reſplendent(asic were) in ſo many places, as the Sun en- 
lightneth with his rayes . | 

Now they endeauour to perſuade you, that following a 
petty ſpirit of wrangling , which ſubmitteth Religion to Inte- 
reſts , you ſhall make vp to your ſelues golden fortunes ; when 
indeed experience dayly tea you, they are but of gilded 
Ice, and are melted ynder the ning oi Gods [uſtice . Open 
your eyes to that, Which I preſent you in this Hiſtory ; behold 
yet (if you pleaſe) as you paſſe along, the ſequele, and procee- 
ding ot the ſucce ſſouts ot Conitantine , 

He lettthree ſonnes, theone called by his owne name, the 
other Conſt an ius, from the name of his Grandfather, & the third 


Succeſſ>rs Conitans . Conſtantine, and Conſtans lived not long: the whole 
of Conlti- Empire which was diuided betweene three, was reunited vn- 


der the power ot Couſt ant ius, who verily was an anemy to the 
ſuperſticions of Gentiles, tor which God gaue him in recopence, 
great victories ,agaynit the Tyrant Magnentius. 

But this vntottunate Prince, inſteed ot tollowing the ſame 
belicte of his Father, haſtened to throw himſelſe violently in- 
to the noueltyes of the Arians ; whereof Ammianus the Hiſtorian 
who was a Pagan-ſouldier, very aptly reprehedeth him, ſaying 
he had done himſelfe great wrong, for that inſteed of preſeruin 

® Chriſtian Religioinits timplicity, he had embroiled, & alGfyed 
v it with Noueliſme, vſing more perplexity to ſeaich out ſubtilties 
» then grauity to pacify the Church: for he by this meanes (ſayth 
v he) ſtirred vp an infinite number of diſſentions, which he nou- 
» tiſhed with diſputes, and quirckes of words ; ſo that vnder his 
raygne, you ſhould neuer ſee Bithops, but riding polt over the 
fields ro hold Synods, therby to draw all Chriſtendome to the 
„ Emperours party. 
This was the cauſe that there were almoſt no horſes, nor 
» Couriers to be found tor the affaires of the Empire, ſo much were 
» they imployed in voyages, Which were made tor theſe goodly 
Councels . 

He hath excellently well expreſſed in few words the natu- 
re of Conſtantius; for he was perpetually bulied in theſe litigi- 
ous wrauglings of the hereſy of Aran, aſſembling Cancer 

ol his 
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of his falſe Biſhops to condemne the Orthodoxe. From whence: 
it came to paſle, that hated of men, and. forſaken by Cod, he 
fed a life full of icalouſies , ſuſpitions , diſturbances , and which 
is worſe, defiled with bloud, and maſſactes. 

In the end having heard the newes, that Ivlian the Apoſta- 
ta his Couſin, home he had betore declared Ceſar, was among, 
the Gaules, & ſaluted Emperour, & bauing paſſed through liahy, 
came to preſent himſelte in Thrace ; be went ſpeedily out to 
reſiſt him, and fell into ſuch deſperate futies, that on his way he 
was ſurprized with a ſharpe feauer, which ſo broyled his body, 
that they durſt no more touch him, then a burning furnace. This 
malady in a few dayes bereaued him of Soule, and Empire, lea- 
uing the one to the Iudgement of God, and the other to la- 


Behold what became of this deplorable Prince, in the one 
and fourtith yeare of his age, for hauing betrayed the religion of 
his Father; the grauity and modeſty obſerued in him ( which 
was the cauſe he was neuer ſeene to ſpit, nor wipe his noſe, nor 
turne his head in publike ) nothing auayling him to lengthen 
out his lyfe . 

Iulien, Nephew, & Sonne-in-law of great Conſtantine (for he 
eſpouſcd Helens ſiſter of Criſpus)tooke inſtantly the gouernement 
the whole Empire vpon him, and would —. ouerthrow 


all that, which his vncle had done in matter of Religion. Let vs 1,1n 
conſidet a litle without paſſion the notable extrauagancyes of with the 
this ſpirit , who contemning the piety ot Conſtantine, ſought to qualities , 
eſtablich himſelte , by all the wayes, Which the poore Policy — Ma- 


of earth ſuggeſteth to thoſe, who haue renounced heauen. 

To ſpeakłe to the purpoſe, we muſt afficme,this man had all G 
the qualityes which Monſi ur Machbtauell gaue to bis Prince. It 
diſſimulation may be vſed tor a Kingdome, neuer was lambe 
more milde, then this yongman at the Court ot Conſtantius, to 
take all ſuſpitions from him, which he conceyued ot his neere 
alies;and although he already entertayned molt miſchicuous 


thoughtsin the matter of Chriſtian Religion, he ſo couered the 
by che publique profeſſion he made of it, that the very Eunuc hes 
Who had all charge, moſtnarrowly to pry into his actions v- 
Pan this point, obſerued nothing therein, which tended to alte- 
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ration in Religion. But tarre otherwiſe , about the age of ſixs 
teene , he cauſed his hayre to be cut, and yowed himſelſe 10 
the Church, as a Prince moſt religious, who thought litle on the 
Empire of the world. 

And after when he was ſent into France, allthough he v- 
ſ:d ſtrange ſuperſtitions, & witchcrafts, tiſing vp in the night 
to pray to Mercum, to Whome he dedicated much deuotion; yet 
didhealſo notwithſtading celebrate the feaſtes with Chriltias : 
and that which beſides is more conſiderable, when he was pro- 
claymed Emperour, though he had an enraged deſite tou ards 
it, and that all this ſolemnity was throughly agreed vpon by 
his cunninge ; yet faygned he to haue all the auerſions in the 
world agaynſt it, and cauſed himſelfe to be caryed to the throne 
as one would draw an vntuly ſacrifice to the ſlaughter . 

What (ſpirit was euer more diſſembled, then this mans? If 
(as ſayth the Secretary) a Prince ſhould endeauour to haue ver- 
tues in appatence, Which may render him accepi able in publi- 
que; though he be not to take much pay nes to haue them in eſ- 
fect, never did man better put on the maſque of much honeſty, 
then this ſame . For in the fortune of Emperour, he would feeme 
like the molt mortifyed Stoique of all that Set, ſhewing him- 
ſelte ſo chaſt, that neuer — you heare one ſole misbecoming 
word fall from his lips, ſo ſober, that he gaue an example to 
the moſt auſtere Monke: ; ſo negligent in the neatneſſe of his 
body , that he much gloried to ſee yermine runne vp & downe 
on his beard , which he wote very long, to play the Philoſopher 
in all kinds ;fo patient, that he many times endured all ſorts of af- 
fronts and ſharp wordes from meane men , no more moued 
therby to anger , then a ſtone. 

It it muſt needs be ( according to the ſame Maximes) that a 
Prince to procure eſtimation, ſhould performe great enterprizes, 
this ma was no ſooner ſeated in his throne, but that he practiſed 
admirable policies, and haſtened to make war on the Perſians, 
to imitate Alexander the Great, to whoſe vertues he aſpited . If 
needs ſome remarkeable act muſt be done, in the beginnyng, he 
at his entrãce profeſling Paganiſme, repealeth the Biſhops, which 
Conitantixs a chriſtian Prince had baniſhed, If liberalir\ muit be 
vied, ctus man gaue all, and ſayd his treafures were bettet among 
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his frends, then with himſelfe. If excellent Maiſters in every art, 
and ſcience are to be cheriſhed , this man did it with much 
aſſion. 
d From whencethen proceedeth it, that with all thoſe goodly 
rts of Machiazels Prince, he hath ſo litle proſpered, raygning 
— one yeate, and ſeauen monethes, and dying , as ſtrooken 
with a blow from Heauen, which the Pagans themſelues, con- 
feſſe to be ignorant from whence it came? And dying in a fren- 
Zy, Which cauſed him to fill his hand with his owne bloud, and 
cry. Thou o Galilean , bait ouercome and leauing in his death a me- 
mory ot his name ſo odious to all polterity ? 
The poote man forſaking the way already fo happily bea - 
ten by Conſtantine, valuckely haſtneth to ioyne amity with thoſe 
Wiſe Policitians , Who had all Flas Common Wealth; who 
eſteemed themſcluesthe moſt accurate in the gouernment of the 
world; who promiſed him by theſe wiles he — , the ab- 
ſolute extirpation ot Chriſtianity, and to make him the moſt a- 
full, and moſt glorious of all the Emperours of the world. And 
I beſcech you, what became in the end of all theſe promiſes, 
but dreames, illuſions, and yapours ? 

Conſtantine vnder the holy Philoſophy of the Croſſe, raigned 
more, then thirty yeares. Conitan:me waged great warres , had 
great Victories, great Triumphes, was attended by great Coun- 
cels, great Cittics. Conftantine left a Religion, ſo eltablithed, that 
the malice of an Arrian Sonne, nor the policy of anew Apo- 
ſtata could not extinguiſh it, Conſtantine neuet entred into an 
battell where he came not off vitorious . And lulian in the fitſt 
warte he vndertooke ypon the beginning ot his Empire, con- 
tounded all his army, led his Capraines to ſlaughter , was him- 
ſelte ſlayne as a Vict me. And the ſage Politicians, which he euer 
had in his army , inſt.ed of Biſhops, and Prieſts, drew him to 
death, to ſetue as a ſpectacle of contufion tor the one, and matter 
of mirth for the other. 

May we got well fay (oh Nobility ) that theſe ſpirits who 
diuert you: harts from the chaſt belietes of your Aunceſtors , 
from the purity of faith, the candour of a good conſcience, to en- 
ucnome them with a doctrine of Mpiety , pol] cy, 2nd trea- 
Chery, vndet colour of humane iſdome, are the plagues of Sta- 
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tes, the ruynes of Houſes, and the fatall hands to annihilate 
Greatneſſe. 

I wilt not itiferre fora neceſſary concluſion, that all ſuch as 
live in the feare of God, and in integrity, muſt euer have pleas» 
ſing ſucceſſes according to the world, in the mannage of tempo- 
rall affaires: this is not a thing abſolutly promiſed to vs by God, 
We haue not ſold him our fidelity, and chriſtianity vpon ſuch 
condition, that ſhe ſhould ſtill affoard vs the bread ot dogges, 
and fauour vs With felicities , which he imparteth to Sarazens, 
and Moores. | | 

1 know good-Chriſtian Princes may be afflicted, ſomtime 
for the puniſhment of certayne fins, which they with too much 
indulgence haue permitted: ſometyme for a ttyall, and ſpecta- 
cle ot their vertue: ſometime to teach vs there is another lyfe fox | 
the child: of God, fincethey in this ſame are ill intreared : ſom | 
ö tyme for cauſes, which the prouidence of God inuolueth as in a ' 

cloud, repleniſhed with obſcurity & darknes. Yet ſhal you find in 
reading hiſtories eyther diuine, or human that al thoſe who haue 
progreſſed en with true feeling of God, and with the fightnings 
ef integrity, and touches of a good Conſcience, Which Nature 
prouideth foreuery man, haue commonly beene the moſt reſ- 
peRed, the belt beloued , the moſt happy, and moſt perma- 
nent, 

And to ſpeake with 8. Auguſfine, would not they ener be 
Ag.. moſt happy, if they had no other felicity, but to be juſt in their 
$.decnuta> commaufidt, moderate in their fortunes, humble among ſer- 
| te Dei . uices, modeſt in praiſes, and faithfull ſeruants of God in Empi- 
| res? Wherin conſiſteth the happines of man, if it be not to teare 
I! God, fo tofeare nothingels? Ifit be not to loue a Kingdome, 
TH where we no longer may dread to haue companions? If it be not 
| | to pardon injuries through clemency, and not reuenge crimes, 
| but by Iuſtice? If it be not to be chaſt in the liberty of pleaſures ? 
| If it be not rather to commaund ouer out owne paſſions, then 

Citties, and Prouinces ? 


* 
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Citty of conſlantinople the Temples and Vidaimes of falſe Gods; 


That the honour of the Croſſe may ſet a icale on 4i{ your 
Thoughts, all your Counſels, al your Enterprizes; Tha: your ex- 
amples may ſerue to God, as Amber, and Adamant, to attract fo 
many harts of ſtraw , and iron, as are now in the world, to the 
loue of vettue; That theſe Duels of Gladiatou:s, condemned by 
conſtantine, may be the horror of your thoug , and dereſtation 
of your harts; That Deuotio, Chaſticy Humili:y, Patience, Cha- 
rity ( Vertues ſo familiar to this grear Monarch) may make an 
honourable warfare, which ſhall poſſeſſe your hart; and that all 
of them may there raigne , ech one in particular , with as ample 
Empire, as all of them in generall , 
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S ix cx God hath put the go- 


uernement of People, luſtice, 
and moſt important affaires into 
your handes ; he hath ray ſed you 
vpon a high degree of honour to be looked on in 
offices, no otherwiſe then as Starres in the firma- 
ment. 

Your dignities are obligations of conſcience , 
that bind like the chaines of Medea, and ſcorth 
weake ſoules in purple, and gold: but which on 
the other part affoard to generous Spirits a per- 
fect luſtre of Diuinity . The more light a body 
enioyeth ( ſay the Learned, )ſo much the more 
ought it to haue of participation, & fauourable 
Aaa in- 
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influẽces, for obiects which are in a much lower 
degree then it. So likewiſe muſt ve neceſſarily 
ſay, that your qualities, which graunt you nea- 
rer approches to the (ourle of greatneſſe, & em- 
belliſh you with the rayes of the Maieſty of a 
Prince, do molt particulerly oblige you to al the 
great Vertucs, which concerne the Weale- pu- 
blike . | 

It oftentimes happeneth , that thoſe who fly 
from charges, and affaires vnder pretext of tran- 
quillity of ſpirit, if they be not well rectifycd 
therin, find inſteed of repoſe a ſpecious ſluggiſh- 
neſſe; and thoſe, who make proteſſion of armes, 
if they take not good heed, ſuffering all the in- 
nocency of the Golden age to languiſh, make 
themſelues vertues of the Iron age: but your cõ- 
ditions, which haue a certaine temperance of a 
life more ſweet, accompanied with laudable em- 
ployments, open the way to you, which makerh 
and crowneth merits . 

Vet is there need of a ſoule very able to pre- 
ſerue it ſelfe ſincerely in charges, among ſo man 
corruptions, and of a hart perfectly purifyed to 
linke it wholy to the intereſts of God, who with 
three fingers of his power ſupporteth Eſtates & 
Empires. 

4 hat is the cauſe, why I offer this Treatiſe, 
noc 


ww ce PEO —ů— 


—U— ũꝶ́ͥͤVVVVBW——«*U — - 


The Dedicatory. 353 
not ſo much to gitie Maxitnes of State, of which 
there are alwayes enough tp be found; as ſome- 
tymes to awaken a good conſcience, which is a 
true Ray reflected from the eternall Law, to the 
end that among ſo many tentations of Honour, 
and ſuch burthens of affaires, it may not looſe 
any part of its vigour . If you daigne to ſpend 
ſome houres of your leaſure heereon, that per- 
haps will not be vnprofitable; for at leaſt that 
will make you ſee à States-man, as rare as a 
Phenix, and as pure as an Angell. 

But if this conſideration furniſh you with a- 


ny good thoughtes for your perfection, I ſhall 


eſteeme my ſelfe well recompenſed for the ſer- 
nice , which I in this worke haue yowed to your 
eminent Qualitics , | 


Excellenti- 
bus ment» 
ys citi ; de 
fun ars, 
qua cinem 
regant quã 
qua hof 
ſuder ent. 
Ti. Links. 
lib. 2. 
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THE STATES-MAN- 


Section I. The Excellency of Politique Ver (ue, 


H aue euer made great account of the diuiſion of 
Vertues, which the Platoniſts vſe, V hen they call 
2 the one Purgatiue, the other Illummatiue, the 
2 churd Ciuill, and the laſt Exemplar. 
376i Purgatiue Vertues are thole, which giue to our 
ſoules the firſt tincture of Sanctity. For they take 
our hart wholy poſſeſſed (as it is yet) with earthly paſſions, and 
diſcharge it from ſo many jmpertections, ordinary to corrupt 
nature , to giue it a taſte of heauenly thinges . Illuminatiue af- 
foard ys day light, when we haue vanquiſhed the agitations of 
ſenſe, and eſtabliſh vs in the ſweetney of ſome repoſe, where we 
begin to behould the entrances, progrelſes, and iſſues of the 
world wherein we are placed, and the coutſe of this great Co- 
medy , called Life. The Ciuill, draw vs out of our ſelues, to 
apply vs to our Neighbour, and to render every one hisdew 
according to his degree, in the good conuerſation betw ixt man 
and man. Exemplar, proceed much further in perfection; tor 
they expoſe thẽſelues in publike to ſerue as models for others, 
and appeare in charges, and dignityes, in the goucrnement of 
Kingdomes, Prouinces, Citties, and Communalties . This is 
it wich l call here the yertucs of a States- man, taking the word 
generally, not only for thoſe who are engaged in the mannage 
of Monarchies, Soucraignties, & Republikes ; but alſo for ſuch 
as exerciſe luſtice, and other principall charges of ciuill life. We 
mult aftirme this politike Vertue which maketh true States- 
men, is a rare piece; & as it were the creame and moſt purifyed 


part 
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te of wiſedome, ſeeing that not contenting it {clfe with a 
Jaſy knowledge of vertue, it laboureth to build, adorne , and 
eſtabliſh the ciuill world by the maintenance of iuſtice, with- 
out which in the ampleſt Kingdomes are the greateſt thetts . 

If the world be a Harpe ( as ſayth the eloquent Sineſius;) Iu- D. Then. 
ſtice windeth vp the ſtringes, ſtirteth the fingers , toucheth the Mo 9-58, 
inſtrument, giueth life to che ayres, and maketh all the excellẽt uf u le- 
harmonies . If the world be a Muſique- booke, frame d of dayes, of * Ln 
and nightes , as of white, and blacke notes; Juſtice directeth. , "of 
and compoſeth . It it be a Ring; luſtice is the Diamond. If it be „e, 
an eye; luſtice is the apple. It it be a body; Iuſtice is the ſoule . qui« e 
If it be a temple; luſtice is the altar, Al yieldeth to this vertue, emmoe 
and as it is enchaced in all laudable actions; ſo all laudable 22 
actions ate incorporated in luſtice. It is an engine much more 
powerfull in eſe , then was that of Archimedes in Idas; for it 
doth chat in Kingdomes, which this man could neuer ſo much Tom. 
as imagine in his mind, though ambitious enough in inventions. "rat 75 
It maketh (I ſay) Heauen 19 deſcend on earth, and earth to Ng. 
mount vp to Heauei . Heauen to deſcend, in introducing al 
holy celeſtiall in the vnciuill converſation of men; Earth to 
mount vp. in dra ing it from dregges, and corrupt ions of a c- 
uetous and bloudy life, to enlighten it with rayes of a prudent 
knowledge, to embel iſh it with yertues, digerfily it with beau 
ties, and lettle ĩt ĩu the center ot repoſe. . 

God maketh ſo much account of an honeſt man. necommen+ 
ded ro the gouernement of others, that hauing chaſen Noah to 
command ouer only ſeauen ſoules, ſhut vp in che Arcke, as in 
a moaning priſon, he calleth him his Hart: for to ſay truely, we 
mult haue the hart of God to bring forth Counſells ſufficiently 
able to ſaue men, and is ſit in the ſame inſtant to be the mouth 
of God, to pronounce the Oxacles'of truth. 

God 2sketh lob, who is the man on earth that ſhall make the 
muſicke of Heauen? To which I would willingly anſwere: 
Its a good Iuſlicier. For in what conſiſteth this — of 
Heauen? We are not in my opinion to imagine it according to 
the dotages of ſome P luloſophers, who haue made of it vnto 
them(civesaceleſtiali muſique, compoſed of voyces & ſounds 
formed by the mutuall encounter of thoſe admirable Globes. 
Aaaz The 


Genel. 6, 
VU. 37+ 
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The harmony of T nο,ὐ hx cls; but the good order ot 
the Sunne, tho Mone Sthetes, Day ld Night, - and ſeaſons, 
whichayly progreſſealorp with regulzrpace, and meaſured 
motion not erting in the leaſt porart; 
. This order, Which is o excellent; and divine in Heauen, is 
* - Imroduced wpongarthy by the meanes of luſtice, Which giueth 
_ /andgoveratthaliahe actions of men, within the circuits and 
Itmics of- duty ſoſagely and diumety, that he who would ob- 
tas (0 many i gulat lawes, which bookes recomend vnto vs, 
would quickly make Earth become a little Heauen . For the 


* 58, lame redſon Origen interpreting this paſlage of /ſay, where God 


£445". ant: Heaven it bis Throne: ſhew¾eth, that the Paradiſe, and 


der 27H einen of God v poi eutthis Tuftice, fromwhence it commeth 


_—__—— ro pallv / that id ii as vſe it, as they bught* ure wholy celeltiall 
Ffitiithr in ſcienceꝭ tte, and conueiſatibh. Was it not this conſideration 
ſeaes Dai, Vhich drew the Babiſonians to build the Pallace, where lud- 


— Sy emeny were giuen in the fotme of Heaue; for the very ſtone- 
COWUe) [he 


t, WV oe, vv of Saphires; 'Which are of celeſtiall colour, and in 


Perla ce. lier lgebimges, vloudes wudte eounteffeſte dy and in thoſtcloudes 

le.  Urfiaind birdes;repated as meflngets of luſtice, as if they had 

deen delegated to ſbe the deportementes o men, in diſcharge 

Phils. l. of their offices, and to aduiſe them, that giuing iudgment on 
1.cap. 18. earth /they myſt euer haue an eye, and an eate in'Heauen . 

| alſo diſcouet this hy another obſetuatiom of Seripture, for 

Ind. 45. it icaehetii one that the brane Ptineeſſe Debora, ſuthamed the 

Bee; iudged che people and Held her ſſiſtes Vader a Pꝛide: 

or, as ãt ĩs probahle, after the reaſons both of the one, and other 

|, were heard, ſhe tooke a leate of this tree, & gaue it to him who 

mt bad the right. And from this practiſe is deriued the cuſtome to 

CE. _ ptanrPalmes ar the gates of reat''Aduveates, and luſticiers , 

Martial, Which was likewiſe<bſerued- i ancient Rome 

Now whiythinkeyou would God hatic the firſt ſeſſions of 

luſtice to be held vnder Palmes; but to ſignify that which Philo 

ſpeaketh of, that as the Palme beareth his hart, and ſtrength in 

the top; ſo good ludges direct their Whole vnderſtanding and 

affections to Heauen ; liuing perpetually 4 in the preſence of 

the diuinity; or els; that zu the vertues of the Palme; are innu- 

merable, ſo the excellencies of luſtice are infinite. 


— 
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Add alſo heereunto a paſſage in a Caldaike Comentary v- 
pon Eccleſiaſtes , which. teliethi H Salymen that great King, 
vnder whole principality, Peace and luitice mutually embra- 
ced as Siſters, ro ſhew what account he made of thoſe, who wel 
managed matters of right, cauſed a molt ſumpruous Pallace to 
be erected for them of moſt exquiſite workemanſhip,called the 
Houſe of Iudgment , and through the exceſſe of fauour, ordained 
they thoule partake of the wine of ofteringes, which was pre- 
ſented on the alt ars of the liuing God, and which came from a 
Vine planted and manured by the handes of Salomon himſelfe. 
Is it not to p ace luſtice in Heauen, to ad mit it to the commu- 
nication ot che honours and offeringes of God? 

So the people ot Iſrael ſuppoſing one day that Moyſes was loſt, 
inſtantly asked of Aaron, Gods to gouerne them, as thinking 
there m ſt be ſome Diuinity to ſupply the loſſe of this great 
States- man Why then doe you wonder, if S. Auguitine in the 
booke he compoſed of Order, prayſeth the practile of Pythagoras 
who neuer taught politique ſcience to his diſciples till they had 
paſſed through many long tryals; eſteeming the other Artes 
were apt to debauſh the mind, but that this applyed lively co- 
lours, and as it is ſayd, varniſhed and pertected vp the Table. 

It is not very hard, at this ty me to conclude, what the ex- 
cellency of a braue Statei- man is, but the diſcouery of him is 
very rare. And I will tell you, that confidering well the Ta- 
bles which Delbenius hath made vpon Axiſtotie his Philoſophy, 
and comparing them with other exquiſite pieces, I haue — 
two Cittyes very different, both which bare the title of Poli- 
cy: but the one in effect was falſe Policy, and the other the 
Citty ot Verity, Iwill preſent them vnto you plainely and 
fincerely according to the deſigne of 8. Auguſtine in his citty of 
God, & according to the dA of ancient Sages, not glancing 
at our rymes, which I will neither prayſe, nor condemne; my 
nature, and profeſſion, hauing diſpoſed me to much ignorance 
of wordly affaires. 


Sect. 2 


Exod. 31, 
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Se. 2. The Table of Babylon dra vue from ſundry 
conceptions of the moſt fingular witts of Antiquity, 


E haue then bebeld the Citty of wicked Po- 
licy in thoſe ancient paintings, to be built pon 
ruines, in a land of quick · ſiluer, wholy cymeted 
with bloud. Earthquaks are there very trequẽt, 
and | know not what kind of outragious winds 
blow io dangerouſly , as it they would teate all in pieces. 

The waters were there intectcd, te ayre kild thoſe men 
which breathed in it, the viandes produced death vnder a talle 
appearance of life. Ihe inhabitants law nothing, but wolues, 
and foxes by their fides, Rauens , and Owles on their howles, 
Comets ouer their heads, ſerpents, and ſcorpions at their feet, 
which were there ſeene as aboundantly ſtre wed, as flowers in 
the ennamell ofthe Spring. The Gates reſſembled thoſe fatal 
portals, whereof hiſtories make mention, that were neuer o- 
pened, but; to paſſe away catrion, and ordure: and with all 
this the Cittiaẽs were ſo powerfully charmed, that they eſtee- 
med themſe lues moſt happy, ſuppoſing to ſleepe on thornes , 
was toliue among violets, and toſes. 

It is verily a wonder, that without there were ſome ſha- 
dowes of piety , but within not ſo much as a Temple. For in 
truth the Burgeſſes of this Citty neuer looked vp to Heauen, 
but to blaſpheme it, and all oſ them greedily ſought for Earth 
cauered with a veyle of sky- Colaur. 

| ſaw no other Gods there, but Honour, Gaine , & Plea- 
ſure, to which ſoules, and bodyes were ſacrificed in much grea- 
tet number then Salmon {langhtered Oxen, in the ſolemnity 
of his moſt magnificent Sacrifices . I ſaw huge Caues , where 
there were all ſorts of beaſtes , and likewiſe many monſters, 
that much reſembled the Haren, Gorgons, and Chymerg's of 

antiquity , 

{ perceaued alſo ſome ſolitary dennes, where I was certi- 
fied great Sacriledges were committed, able to make darkneſſe 
which ſerued them for a couer , to bluſh for ſhame, not being 
able 
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able to deceaue the eyes of God. 7.94471 1 F 
The men, which walked in the ſtreetes, appeared like Cen- 
raures , and were cloathed with an habit ſpotted ouer, like the 
skin of a Pather. The Chirurgians, who diſſected ſome of them 
newly dead, gaue aſſurance they had fouhd two harti in chem. 
Howſocuer it is certaine, they ſhe wedſ as it is ſaid merueylous 
cunning in their words, and had no other paſtime all the day, 
but to lay ſnares, not ſparing their greateſt friends: for indeed 
they were extremely ¶tachetous, and cruell, in all which con- 
cerned their owne intfreits, | | 
As | moreatrentinely conſidered their orders & diſtintions.; 
I ſaw there were three jabyriaths very different In the fit, 
which was at the very entrance, ſtood the leaſt wicked. who 
were not (as yet) practiſed in blacke miſchiefes, contentinge 
themſelues to exerciſe ſome light tricks of wit or they in good 
eatneſt deccaued one another, and tooke much pleaſure in 
mutuall couſenage, and called this kind of ſport, leggier- de- 
maine. I ſaw there many creatures that ſerued their maiſters 
not forgetting their owne affaires, and who mowed the me- 
dow, whilſt it was plentiful . I ſaw Merchants. ſome of which 
foiſted in falle wares , othets'diſguized them, others ouerprized 
them, others {ware without end, and ſome likewiſe fwal- 
lowed vp perivries, as ſweetly as the moſt delicate viand . I 
ſaw Artiticers , who vſed many deceites in their manufactures. 
and better vndetſtood the trade of lying. then any other. I alſo 
ſaw. ſome who ſould wynd, ſilence, and ty me , and had ex- 
cellent inuentions to get money Some by certains influences 
drew it out. as doth lightoing, not rouching the purſe. Others 
had inuentions of quinteſſences: Others waftiqued about ſtar- 
res, and ſould good fortune in little boxes of ſmoke: Others 
had thopps of the ſecrets of Artes, and made themſelues able to 
give beauty, youth, health, & immortality. to thoſe that would 
buy them Others made dice, and mathematicall car des: Other: 
lead Beatres; others extracted infamous coyne from the plan- 
net of Venus; others in the quality ot Mercenaries, made Odes, 
and Loug-ſonnerts for the Pandora's of the tyme; and Which 
was maſt ridi culous |, certaine young Witty: amoung all theſe 
were ſdene, — patch vp — ar 
B Proſe 


Platarch. 
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Sect. 2. The Table of Babylon dra vue from ſundry 
conceptions of the moſt fingular witts of Antiquity. 


E haue then bebeld the Citty of wicked Po- 
licy in thoſe ancient paintings, to be built pon 
ruines, in a land ot quick - ſiluet, wholy cy meted 
3 with bloud. Earthquaks ate there very treque: , 
SC and | know not what kind of outragious winds 
blow io dangerouſly , as it they would teate all in pieces. 

The waters were there infected, tac ayre kild thoſe men 
which breathed in it, the viandes produced death vnder a talſe 
appearance of life. Ihe inhabitants ia nothing, but wolues, 
and foxes by their fides, Rauens, and Owies on their how ſes, 
Comets ouer their heads, ſerpents, and ſcorpions at their tect, 
which were there ſeene as aboundantly ſtre wed, as lowers in 
the ennamell of the Spring . The Gates reſſembled thoſe fatal 
portals, whereof hiſtories make mention, that were neuer o- 
pened, but; to paſſe away catrion, and ordure: and with all 
this the Cittiaẽs were ſo powerfully charmed, that they eſtee-· 
med themſelues moſt happy, ſuppoſing to ſleepe on thornes , 
was toliue among violets, and toſes. 

It is verily a wonder, that without there were ſome ſha- 
dowes of piety , but within not ſo much as a Temple. Forin 
truth the Burgeſſes of this Citty neuer looked vp to Heauen, 
but to blaſpheme it, and all of them greedily ſought for Earth 
couered with a veyle of :xy-Colaur 

| ſaw no other Gods there, but Honour, Gaine , & Plea- 
ſure, to which ſoules, and bodyes were ſacriſiced in much grea- 
tet number then Salomon {langhtered Oxen, in the ſolemaity 
ot his moſt magnificent Sacrifices . I ſaw huge Caues , where 
there were all ſorts of beaſtes , and likewiſe many monſters, 
that much reſembled the Harpyes , Gorgons, and Chymerg's of 
antiquity . 

{ perceaued alſo ſome ſolitary dennes, where I was certi- 
fied great Sacriledges were committed, able to make darkneſſe 
which ſerued them for a couer, to bluſh for ſhame, not being 
able 


- 
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able to deceaue the eyes of God. 54% * 
The men, which walked in the ſtreetes, appeared like Cen- 
raures , and were cloathed with an habit ſpotted ouer, like the 
skin of a Pather. The Chirurgians, who diſlected ſome of them 
newly dead, gaue aſſurance they had found two harti in chem. 
Ho ſoeuer it is certaine, they ſhe wedl as it is ſaid ) matueylous 
cunning in their words, and had no other paſtime all the day, 
but to lay ſnares, not ſparing their greatett friends: for indeed 
they were extremely treacherous , and cruell, in all which con- 
cerned their owne intereits, h ** | 
As | moreattentinely conſidered their orders & diſtinctions; 
I ſaw there were three jabyriaths very different In the frit, 
which was at the very entrance, ſtood the leaſt wicked, who 
were nat (as yet) practiſed in blacke miſchiefes, contentinge 
themſelues to exerciſe ſome (light tricks of witzfor they in good 
carnelt deceaued one another, and tooke much pleaſure in 
mutuall couſenage, and called this kind of ſport, leggier- de- 
maine. I ſaw there many creatures that ſerued their maiſters 
not forgetting their one affaires, and who mowed the me- 
dow, whilſt it was plentiful . I ſa Merchants. ſome of which 
foiſted in falle wares , othets'diſguized them, others ouerprized 
them, others {ware without end, and ſome likewiſe fwal- 
lowed vp periuries, as {weetly as the moſt delicate viand , I 
ſaw Artiticers , who vſed many deceites in their manufactures. 
and better vndetſtood the trade of lying, then any other. I alfo 
ſaw. ſome who ſould wynd, ſilence, and tyme , and had ex- 
cellent inuentions to get money. Some by certaine influences 
drew it out. as doth lightoing, not touching the purſe. Others 
had inuentions of quinteſſences: Others waftiqued about ſtar- 
res. and (ould good fortune in little boxes of ſmoke: Others 
had thopps of the ſecrets of Artes, and made themſelues able to 
giue beauty, youth, health, & immortality, to theſe that would 
buy them. Others made dice, and mathervatiea}] cardes: Other: 
lead Beares, others extracted infamous coyne from the plan- 
net of Venus ; others in the quality ot Mercenaries, made Odes, 
and L oue · lonnetts for the Pandora's of the tyme; and which 
was moſt ridiculous . certain young Witts amoung all theſe 
were ſaene, W laboured. to patch vp togeather, Rymes, ar 
B b b Proſe 
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Proſe very little tothe purpoſe, ro whom gold & incenſe was 
iuen, with which they wezeſo puffed vp that they eſteemed 
che moſt ſolide wildome of the world to be but meere ignorã- 
ce in compariſon ot their workes. | 
One canot tell all the rrickes of this impoſture, & how many 
feights che Spirit, watchtult for its owne intereſts, found to 
come to the end oſ its intentions . 

Conſcience checked ſome; but they anſwered, one could not 
line in the world without theſe tricks, and that they were as 
neceſlary as to breath. In the ſecond labyrinth | ſaw the cor- 
ruptions of luſtice deſcribed by 4. Ciprian in the Epiſtle he ad- 

Cyprian. e- dreſſeth to his friend Denatus , when he ſpeaketh of Rome the 
F. ad Idolatreſſe. All was repleniſhed (ſaith this Prelate) with good- 
* ly precepts, excellent lawes, and ſage ordinances : but in the 
1 25 midd eſt of ſo many lights, God and men were offended with ſo 
— " much impude nee, as it theſe lawes were made to no other end, 
ler ure but to be tranſgreſſed. Neuer is Innocency, ſo ill intreated as in 
peccatur, the place, where profelhon is made to defend it. The Serpents 
ofthe deſert haue lefle gaul and ſpleene then thoſe Pleaders , 
whome [ ſaw monies with a ſpirit of giddinefle, and diſſe- 
uered with the ſword of diuiſion. Their clameurs were ſo loud 
that they made the whole houſe of luſtice, to Eccho againe, as 
are the waues heard to roare on the ſhore ofthe &gean fea. [ 
ſaw gibbers, wheeles , & boyling cauldrons prepared for ſome 
miſerable criminals, becauſe they were as yet (as it is ſayd) but 
krcle theeues; but were they much greater, their crimes had 

rather beene crowned, then halle A 
From thence 1 viewed fieldes weeping , filled with ſtan- 
Fwe;p'i- ding waters, which were ſayd to be gathered togeather trom 
nao1%% the teares of Widdovyes, Orphanes, and an infinite number of 
jrr1% other perſons, who live vnder great oppreſſion . I ſaw ſome 
Ae Who were in the water vptothe necke , and ſome who lifted 
— vp an atme] withall their ſtrength to offer vp ſome: papers, 
airs unf Wherein were the lawes of Charlemaigne , and Lewis the XII. 
— which ex commaund the cauſes of the Poore, may be 
% hãdled before any other buſineſſe: but it was replyed, foch or- 
dinances were quite out of yſe . Theſe miſerable creatures ſo- 
kicited then Artorneyes, and they betrayed them; complayned 
to 
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to their Aduocates, and they perplexed them; implored the a- 
ſiitance of ludges, and they ſould them: Notwithſtanding e- 
ſteemed honeſt men, and itill enemies to theſe corruptions. I 
ſaw two great Regiſters, Whergof the one wa called the Ca- 
tale ot fauour; and the other, the Catale of money: Where it is 
lay d,. chere were miſchieſs as blacke as the ſpirits ot the Abyſſe, 
but they muſt not be diuulged - There was alſo a very great 
quantity of Pleaders, who ſought to ſtretch out ſures, as Shoo- 
makers a peece of leather with their teeth, and mutter out pro- 

(tions of ert ours, reuic WES, incompetences, teiection:, op- 
poſitions, and compulſory cauſes, wh ſo many other hideous 
wordes , that l asked, whether theſe men ſpake the language 
of the Canada, or Chines . 

Old Pettifoggers appeared all ouer worm- eaten with 
miſchietes, who could ſcarce breath trom their lippes, yet had 
ſtrong apprehenſion of death, through feare to leaue the exer- 
ciſe of ſuites . The like was found in ſoules already halfe dam- 
ned, who were very ſolicitous in matter of treachery ; one bare 
talſe witneſſe, another inuented a contract, anothes forged a 
will, another ſuppoſed a crime, anotkes had a ſhopsf alltortes 
ol (lauuders, and diabolicall falfi fications ; the audacious ſale of 
a word proſtituted to finne flew, berweene Heauen and Earth, 
about rwylight with the winges of an Owle z and to conſum- 
mate the ſublimity of miſchiete, Right was accommodated to 
Iniquity . | | | 
ewas to doe wrong to the wicked, not to imitate thoſe. 


Crimes (ſayd they) were already ſuthcieutly authorized, by the Veo 


great multitude of complices . In the third Labyriath , I ſaw 
men, who had little els of man in them bur ſhape and skinne. 
I hey were neereto an enchaunted riuer, which. muſt be paſ- 
ſed and repalled over ſeauen - (as it ij ſayd) to become ab- 
ſolute in craft. There were likewiſe others ſeene already tranſ- 
tormed , into ynknowne Monſters, and others who had no 
more but the little finger, ot tip ofthe noſe otmen.. I ſaw ſome 
who were like little Apes, Which puſhed and ſcratched one an 
other , and brake through the throng, with all theit foree to 
—_ to the top of a tree, which-was ſayd to be the tree of 
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At the entrance there wat I know not what kind of Fan 
taſme of Diuinity, called Worldly Fauour. It ſee med in appat enc e 
to haue a body, and conſiſtence, but was in effect a true ſpectre 
of ſmoke, cloathzd with 'a mantle tiſſued with cloudes and 
wind. There ſtood about it Philoſophers, who would vnder- 
take to deriue the Genealogy, and ſet the Horeſcepe : One layd 
the was the daughter of Beauty, the other of Hazard, the other 
ot Babble; that, Fortaue was her nourcing Mother; and th.t u 
ſhe had her exaltation in the Signe of the Ramme, ſhe ſhould 
fiad her declination in the Balance. H ow ſoeuei the then appea- 
red vety (prighttull, and ſpruce; Flatrery fayled not to court 
her, throwing Roles and flowers de- Lices vpon her. But at 
the ſame tyme Enuy llily ſtealing into the throng , gnawed the 
border of her garment» Riches, Diſdaine, Preſumption, and 
Boldneile, did nothing but cry round about her, Makg place, 
Make place, & to aduance her the more, they ſought to lay the 
great Code of Twſtinian vnder her feet. She was ſo diſdainefull 
of krowledges the had formerly acquired, that nothing was ſo 
cold as her diſcourſe, and if the bad eyes they were for no vie, 


but to behould her owne intereſts, When 1 ſaw ſhe paced a- 


long in a way wholy ſhining with Ice, and that ſhe daunced 
on a rope, I loſt ſight of her, not troubling my ſelfe any further 
to follow this ſpirit: but 1 vnderſtood, that all thoſe who pro- 
miſed themſelues the ſeauen wonders of the world, had beene 
payed in coyne of leaues, 


There likewiſe I viewed men, whome'you would have 


taken for Geeſe ſo ſimple of countenance were they, but they 


ſwamme in Patolw, hauing but one foot only of a Goole; tor 
the other hidden vnder feathers was the Tallon of a Hay. which 
did only attend to catch golden fiſh. | ſaw alſo ſome plunged in 
a huge heape of Piſtolers, ſo that neither heages nor bodies ap- 
peared, but only one typ of a Loe made like the paw of a Gri- 
phen, as a notable Painter not long fince delineated Couetouſ- 
nes. Going ſomewhat further | diſcouered the denne ot Bacchw 
where 1 ſaw Fifes, Timbrells; and Jay, Goate- skinnes, huge ſmoke 
of Reales. Feaſtes, and men buried in wine, and good cheere, 
Beyond it they paſſed to the grots of Luſt; wherecrimes were 
done, which would make the moſt innocent pennes, criminall 

Bl 
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in writing them; for as there muſt be an extreme impudence to 
commit them, ſo ought much ſhamefaltnes be vſed to conceale 
them. Nothing ſo much aſtoniſhed me, as to ſee Ecclefialtikes 
without religion, Ladyes without ſhame, and young Maydes 
tainted, who knew ſo much of that whereot they ſhould be i- 
guorant , that the moſt proſtituted, could teach them nothing. 

Afterward the ſport turning into bloud, I ſaw ſtrange trea- 
cheries, horrible circumuentions, execrable treaſons, which 
ſpake of nothing but of tying halters, and mingling poiſons. [ 
alſoſaw ſome, who made it their practiſe to kili men openly, 
and ſayd there was no ſafety for them in innocency, but much + 
rather in the enormities of their Sacriledges, 

I thought I had ſeene all, when | atterward perceaued a 
Chamber hideouſly blacke, ſayd to be the ſtudy of Lacifer , and 

that the braue ſpirirs of this time Rudyed there ynder the regen» 

cy of Herod, Tiberius, and Pilate, to find out the way how to be- 
licue in God no longer, and to know all the refyned policy of 
former ages. | ſhould be tedious and troubleſome to decipher al 
the particulers of this prodigious Citty. The painting hath 
told much of it, but the greateſt vnhappineſſe which I ſaw 
there: is, that it is more true then I could wiſh. For not to touch 
vpon the honour of ſo many good men, which are yet both in 
the body of luſtice, and in all other companies: I muſt tell you, 
that among the ſonnes of Seth there are many childien of Cain, 
aw hich make vp this Babylon, 


Sect. 3. The deſtruction of Babylon, and the gouer- 
nement of the diuine Prouidence, ouer the Eſtates 
of the NVorld. 


Courteouſly beſeech you (O ingenious Politi- 
© cian) torunne your eye ouer theſe lines , which 
I haue traced, to ſtay a little your haſt, and con- 
ſider with me the = of all this Policy , the 
1 '» ſource, progreſle, iſſue, and remedy of all theſe 
diſorders ; perhaps you may find more reaſon in my diſcourſes, 
bb z then 
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then your paſſion can expect. Conſult awhile wich your hart. 
ſound your ſoule, go to the bottome of your conſcience, | teare 
there may be ſome pits of the Abyſſe, & Gr s of the A- 
pocalyps , which are thoſe blacke vapours, that haue hitherto 
ecclipſed all the lightes of your ynderſtanding.1 will not con- 
ceale trom you that there are three ſortes of ſoules; the one V ir- 
gines; the other already changed, and ſomewhat corrupted; 
the others ſhameleſle , ſuch as thoſe which are called in Scrip- 
ture vaſt, and Gyantlike ſoules . I do not thinke to find by your 
proceedinges, that you haue a virgin- ſoule, nor will I like ite 
Eccleſ. x3. perſwade my ſelte, you haue the ſoule of aGyant, which ex- 
verſ gj. pecteth no otherremedy, but thunder. 1 ſhould rather belieue 
ou haue a ſtomak depraued by ſome wicked principles, wher- 
into either the vnhappineſſe of your education, the preſum p- 
non of your ability, or tickling hope of good ſucceſſe in world- 
—_— hath throwne you. Will you that 1 touch with a 
nger the beginning of your diforder? You haue beene too 
much flattered ypon the excelleney of your wit, which is not 
(ro ſpeake truely) one of the ſhatloweſt of rhe tyme: but there 
Dieniſ c.1 is much wanting of the ſingularity you imagine. You haue in- 
de divims ſenſibly retyred yourſelfe from that great judgement, which 
nemmbas. $ , Denis calleth the Eternall Harth, of al the moſt 888 
and moſt chaſt affections, and by withdrawing your ſelſe 
taken a great quantity of falfe ights into your corrupt vnder- 
ſtanding, and much coldneſſe - into your hart, which haue 
brought ypon you, a remiſſneſſe in good manners, and a nota- 
ble diſorder in all the parts of your foule. You haue ſeen Hea 
uen, and all the hopes of the other life as Mathematiciãs make 
vs to behould in a darke chamber, whatſoeuer paſſech abroad 
through a little crany ,in ſuch.manuer, that all things we ſee 
appeare like ſhaddowes, and landskips turned topſy-turuy . 
Behoul4 what happeneth after you haue ſtopped vp all the 
windowes, and accefles of heauenty light; you haue made a 
little hole for the Moone, and all the ble[bnges of the othet 
life, haue ſeemed very ſlender to your diſtruſttull ſpirit : you 
haue put on a reſolution to make a fortune at What price ſoeuet 
and to build on earth, like Cav, when you haue / as it — 
renounced the hopes of Heauẽ. In doing this you haue plan 
- , the 
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the ynruly Aſſe, thinking to eſcape trom the bandes of the de- 
nce you haue on God: you haue made your ſelfe, your 
leſfing, your end, your God. Thereupon you haue thought of - 

the meanes you ate to hold to artiue at this ſcope, already ſra - 742% ' 3 
med in your imagination. It ſeemeth to you all thinges ſuccee · + — 
ded according to the wit, trauaile, and induſtry vſed therein, ©," — 
with ſome {mall help of Fortune; God no whit at all enter - e De- 
medling with affaires heere below . You haue drawne abſurd ,, jb, of 
conſequences of the proſperity of ſome ſubtile ſpirits, not Joo» gt 
king into the bortome of the buſinefſe . I he ſucceſſe of your al- Ie 
faires, which ſeemed to you moſt proſperous notwithſtanding #4 
your crimes, & vnlawtull LS haue emboldned you; % De 
miſchieuous ſpirits, which apy couerſe with you, haue con- 
firmed you. In the end behould your ſelſe reduced (as it were ) 
to this point, as to ſuppoſe you ate to hold a courſe in al affaires 
and gouernements of the world, which may be crafty , capti 
ous, worldly, and independent of diuine lawes, if not for ſome 
popular apparence . þ . 

If this be ſo, I demaund of you, why then in the judgment 
of that great politique Thucidides, and all other well vnder- INT 
Banding men , is itobſerued,, that theſe curious wits diſpoyled . 
of the feare of God, haue alwayes beene moſt turbulent and ,, 3. bb, 
vnhappy in the mannage both of their owne affaires and the p 7.4. 
publique alſo? As on the contrary thoſe people ho had not 5. 123. 
fo much knowledge, and inuentions , but purſued the general 
inſtin of God, haue held their eftates better gouerned in ſim- 
plicity, more proſperous in the ignorance of euill, and much 
more ſirme in the — of their — ? — was _ 
more refyned wit, then Achitepbel, of whom the Scripture fayd, 
men conſulted with him as a God ? Nor ener —— an _— 
more vnhappy in his practiſe. For hauing diſpoſed of the af+ quaſi gen 
faires of the kingdome, and thoſe of his one houſe, there re- cet 
mayning none to be prouided for but his one perſon , he Dewn. 
tooke a halter, and ſtrangled himſelfe, becauſe they approued * Rex *. 
not one of his counſels . 

When we beholdin hiſtories a large liſt of theſe moſt curi- 
ous Politicians, WHO haue had fo ili ſuccefſe eyther in theit 
owne perſons, ot in their poſterity, as I preſently will produce 
| very 


366 The States- man. 

very many; we mult (vndoubtedly) ſay this kind of way is e. 

uer dangerous in its enterpriſes , but not infalliblein the ſuc. 

ceſſes therof. If you ſhall become wicked, as a little Poliphemas, 

it would be very hard to deuy a firſt cauſe of all the creatures, 

which are in the world; ot it ſelfe abſolute, independent, and 
erernall. For were the world full of wheeles,, arid reuolurios 

euen from Earth to Heauen, ſtill muſt we neceſſarily come to 

the laſt wheele, tothe laſt reuolution, which is to giue motion 

Ratio D. to all the other, and to take it of no other; and that is God. 
Anſelmi Were you as brutiſh as a Lerigon, you could not deny an eter» 
Aeg, de nail Verity. For in what ryme will you ſay,there hath not byn 
wana. A Verity ? Should you aſſigne the ſpace of ten millions cf years, 
1 and ali that may be imagined beyond it, you would euer find 
this Verity : and ſhould you ſay, it was not then, and that in 

ſaying ſo, you were fincere, which cannot be; yet would you 

ſpeake atruth euen in denying a truth, ſo much is her cllence 
neceſlary : and this eternall Verity which ſerues as a Baſis for al 

other V erityes is that which we call God. Were you as vuna- 

turall , as a monſter, you knew not how to deny there were a 
ſoueraigne Being in the world, which holdeth the firſt degree 

of all excellencies in ſuch ſort, rhat we cannot imagine any 

thing more excellent; and that is God, \ 

Beſides it is neceſſary to inferre what 8. Thoma hath moſt 

D. Thaw, diuinely ſayd. that all thinges, which are by borrowing and 
cad 2. participation haue relation of neceſſity to that, which is by eſ- 
cap . 23 ſence and nature. So the ſtarrs, the pretious ſtones, haue relation 
to the S anne; and things hoat to the fire, as the ſcope of their 
excellency. Now it is certayne that Men, Citties, & Kingdoms, 

haue but a borrowed being, becauſe they are not made by them- 
ſelues, and therefore it is neceſſary to affit me there is an intelle- 
ctuall power in a ſupreme degree, whereunto all theſe intelli- 
gences, euen of men which conſtituted theſe States and Repu- 
bliques , do relate; and this relation is nothing cls, but Prouj- 
dence. | 

Verily if you ſhould behold on a Theater aboue ten thou- 
ſand white beardes, that were comethirher to decide a matter 
by a common conſent, would you: take your ſelfe to be wile to en- 
ter into Coyalell not called, and you to reiect che opinions of al 

” | thoſe 
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thoſe, who haue deliuered their ſentences, publiſhing an opinĩ - 
on abſolutly new, and directly contrary to ſo many good udg- 
ments ? 

And I aske of you, that were now ſo many excellent Magi- 
ſtrates tayſed agayne, as haue gouerned all ſortes of Kmgdomes, 
and Commonwealths in the ages paſt, ſhould we not lee more 
then a million of men moſt accompliſhed in knowledge, vetiue 
and experience , Who had managed the world in the feare , & 
vnder the lawes ot this diuine Prouidence ? It would then be a 
notable ſpectacle to ſee you enter into the Hall of fuch a Coun- 
ſeil with a downy chinne, to giue all this allſembly the lye, and 
ſ:y, there is nothing but humane policy, diſlimulation, and tlie 
trickes of flattery to be valewed in affaires , Without the expe- 
Ration of any thing from God; would you not be ridiculous ? 
Vet this is it, which you doe, ſo much hath ſinne ſiupified you 
It you haue the leaſt ſparke of the vnderſtanding of a man, when 
you foſter fuch thoughts in your mind, do you thinke it were 
ſit to preferre ſome mouldy reafons of a carnall ſpirit, and the 
caprichez of your ſenſuall imaginations betore the voyce of Na» 
ture, and the ſtares ofthe whole world aſſembled togeather, to 
condemae your brutiſhnes ? If there be no prouidence to cha- 
ſice the peruerſe, and recompence the iuſt, conclude, we muſt 
live in the world like a Sparrow- hawke , or Pike, called the 
Tyrant of the water, and to haue no other meaſure of yertue , 
bur your tallon, and throate. Is it not to open the gate to all in- 
iuſtices, periuries, treacheries, and all poſſible abhominations ? 
For what Monſter, will not that ſoule be capable of which 
conceaueth nothing of God ? I haue ſome reaſon . ſay you, and 
for this cauſe you are of opinion, this belicte ſhould be cntertai- 
ned to amuze the people. 

In ſaying this, you diſcouer a great weakneſſe of judgment 
for it muſt be concluded, according to your propobition, that 
all what euer was in the world, either of Iullice, Temperance, 
Modeſty, Courteſy, Patience, Honeſty, Peace, and T ranqui- 
lity, were deriued from an imaginary beliefe, touching Prouĩ- 
dence, from an errour, a folly, an illufion : which is as abſurd, 
as to lay Grapes grow vpon thiſtles, and Roſes ſpring from the 
Ice of Winter. And tell me nor, I pray, that atalle belicte ſecks 
Ccc to 
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to procure good effe ts, as it appeareth in the vertues of Pagis, 
For i hold that, what good the Pagans haue done, they haue 
not acted it with relation to the adulteries of Iupiter, nor the 
murthers of bloudy Mars: but in honour of a Diuinity , which 
they thought auenged iniquiry , and rewarded vertue . In this 
generall beliefe which was the true root of their moral yertues 
there happened no abuſe, although they , in particuler , were 
deceaued in their carriage . Your goodly obiections of ſtraw 
ids proceed from an intamous Piageras, or Pliny, who thought to 
an haue found a great ſecret in ſaying; the beliefe ot a divine Pro- 
ren ha- uidence , Was a dolly inuention , becauſe it kept the world in 
manu AWC » 
queaguid Deſerued he not well to be curſed, asa Traytour to all 
ef jun, mankind? Deſerued not he well to be broyled aliue in the 
Jed deu, throat of Hell, as indeed he was, looſing his life in the flames 
+ y of Veſuins? Since he vaunteth himſelſe to haue diſcouered a ſe- 
Plus. l a. c. cret, which would be able (were it true) to let looſe the bridle 
7. to all prophanations, and brutiſhneſle of a life the moſt ſauage 
that might be — — Euer would it be more to the purpoſe 
to tolerate an euill well conferred, then to introduce a good ill 
digeſted ( ſay the Wiſe ;) and what crime is it then, to inuent 
falle ſecrets, the ignorance whereof is ſo wholeſome, and the 
verity would be ſo prodigiouſly hurtfull ? Why do you not ta- 
o heb. ther take into your colideration the ſage diſcourſe of the Philo- 
yew geue- ſopher gumplicius who ſayd : VV hen I imagine 4 God vnto my ſelfe, 
vis he — 4 great Maiſter, whom I know of neceſrity to be endowed with 4 
Vines 1.de moſt flable ſcience, and 4 moſt excellent will. And for this cauſe I con- 
writ · ſidei cludes he cannot be ignorant of the thinges he hath produced; ſeeing this 
*. % jenorance falleth not even ypon beaſles moſt ſtupid; and I ſay, that be 
4 — them, gouerneth them without paine, omnipotent though be be; 
there being no greatneſſe, not multitude of burthens,, which can weaken 
the forces and vigour of this infinite ſpirit . As there ts not any thing tos 
great for bis capacity, ſo is there nothing too little jor bis bounty No- 
thing eſcapeth his parernall Prouidence , nor doth he thinke it 
a matter ynworthy of his care to gouerne a butter- fly, fince he 
eſteemed it a thing conſonant to his bounty, to create a butter- 
fly. Now for vs to thinke that he knowing, able, and willing 
to gouetne the world, is diucrted fiom it thiough pleaſures, 
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| and contentments he taketh to entertaine himſelfe, is a moſt 
| groſſe imagination; for why ſhould we attribute to God appre- 
henfions, and aſlert ions, which we would be aſhamed to gue 
to men, i they made not profeſſion to be of the number ot the 
altoge ather idle ? FM 
Bchould how this fingular wit diſcourſeth, and verily it is 
to be wholy ignorant of God to haue the leaſt vnderſt-nding 
of him, 5 that, which is infinite . Independent Soueraignty 
canuvt admit a companion; and the incxhauſtible force of a 
Creatour, who made all, ſufficerh to gouerne all. An Angell 
colt him no more in the making, then a Silke-worme, and a 
Silke- worme colt him no leſſe to produce then an Angell. Why 
do you not iudge that which is to be made by it which is alrea- 
dy made? When you entred into the world, the diuine Proui- 
dence (as a Harbinger ) prepared your lodging for you; it Was 
| not in your power to make your ſelfe, the eyther rich or poore, 
maſter or ſeruant , King or ſubiect; your affaires were diſpat- 
ched, and your — asked . God alſo in filence draw eth 
out the web ot your lite; if you deſire to be happy, you haue no- 
thing to do, but to contribute your ſree will to his worke. But 
if you haue ſet vp your reſt to become a Politician, contrary to 
the decrees of Prouidence, and to bend the byas to your pre- 
tended intereſts, is it not to do the ſame thing, which a Frogge 
ſhould, if ſhe ſought to ſwimme againſt the current of Rhodan :. 
or Danxbizs? Would not it be, as ridiculous as it a Fly ſhould ſeeke 
to ſoare vp to Heaven, and fixe her little feet, to r the courſe 
of the Primaum Mobile ? 
Vou ſay, I preſſe you, and if you can proſper well in the af- 
faires of the world bytheſe — of — — honeſty, which Agayaſt 
are euet anne red to a firme beliefe of a diuine prouidence, you — 
would rather take this ſame, then any other. To it I anſwere in — 
that which Laertius ſpeaketh of the Philoſopher Byon, who ched by 
hauing betore beene a Atheiſt, and afterward by chaunce diſpo- Tertulli- 
fing himſelſe to inuoke the falſe Gods, became moſt fuperſtiti- an: Now 
ous in their ſeruice, ynder hope of ſome temporal cõmodities , ln devs 
which he thought to gaine. Oh great foole (ſayth this Authour) - 
who could not propole Gods to himſelte, yoleſſe he made them 
Mercenary , and would * haue the beliefe of a Diuinity, 
cc 2 de- 


depend on the ſuceeſſes of his Perſon, and Houſe. God (fayth 8. 
Auguſtine) engageth not his promiſe to make vs happy according 
to the worldio ſoone as we become honeſt men. It you ſay vnto 
him: (Oh God) where is your Luſtice to ſuffer the wicked ſo to 
flouriſh,and good men to be afflicted ? he will anſwere z where 
is your faith, where is that promiſe, that I have made you? haue 
you made your ſelfe a Chriitian, to be happy in the world? 

This were to make a vertue beggerly , wanton, and inte- 
reſted, which would euet be payed with proſperityes : we may 
well ſay, it reſigned it ſelte to God, for good morſells, and not 
for honeſty. It is much to be feared leaſt the pleaſures of the pre- 
ſent, may make it looſe the taſt of the recompence, promiſed in 
Heauen, as it is ſaid the doggs, which hunted amog the flowers 
of Mount Gibell, loſt heererotore the tracks of the Hare. 

If following good Policy, we ſhould be ynhappy towards 
the world, we might euer comfort the captiuiry of our body by 
the liberty of our mind,and guild our chaines of glory with our 
vertues. We ſhould enter into the Community ot great Spirits, 
who haue done all good, to endure euill; we ſhould much more 
reioycs to be in — of the priſon with S. aal then in 


the Heauen on earth, which Ceſret me Perſian King cauſed 


to be built. But God is not ſo harſh to a good conſcience, that he 
deſireth to hold it ſtill, in the incomodityes of preſent liſe: but 
much otherwiſe, if you will well diſcourſe, there wilbe ſound 
an infinite number ef good Princes, excellent Magiſtrates, and 
all ſortes of perſons, qualifyed, who purſuing the way of hone- 
ſty haue beene moſt proſperous in the managing of affaires. 
And if you conſider your Policitians , who make profeſlion to 
refine all the world, eyther you haus ſcene , but the firſt ſtation 
of their plaſtered felicity , or haue ever ſound great Labyrinths, 
horrible confuſions, fortunes little laſting, de iection in their po- 
ſterity, hatred, & the execration of Ages. 

I thinke , I haue fully illuſtrated theſe truthes in the Hiſto- 
ries which I haue written of Herad, Iheodeſius, Maxima, Eugent- 
, Conſtantine, Diocleſiam, Conſt ans, Inliav, and divers others. And 
if you yet deſire to behold with a ready eye, how there is no 
policy powerfull againſt God, and how he ſurprizerh the moſt 
ſubtile, making (nates of their greateſt cunning to captiue — 
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Behold leſeph ſold by his wicked Brothers,for feare he ſhould be 
honoured, and yet ſee him honoured , becauſe he was ſold. Be- 
hold Aman, Who practized the ruyne of the Hebrewes,to rayſe 
himſelfe ; and ſee him rayſed on a gibbet of fifty Cubitts high to 
humble him. Behold lena, who would alſo be a Politician con- 
trary to the Counſells of his Mayſter; yet tempeſts purſued him; 
the lott ſerved him for an arreſt; the ſea for a miſtreſſe of Con- 
ſtancy; the belly of a whale, which ſhould be his ſepulcher,for a 

allace. He came tothe Hauen by Shipwracke, much more late 
n the entrailes of a ſiſh, then in a ſhip. Behold Paras, who be- 
comes crafty,& thinketh by ruinating the Iſraelites, his Scepter 
is throughly eſtabliſhed : God ſurpriaeth him in ſubrility, 21 d 
makes him know the oppreſſion ot this poore people is the in- 
ſtrument of his ruine. A little child, which lyeth floating on the 
waters of Nils, in a cradle of Bulruſhes, as a worme hidden in 
ſtraw, and whole afflicted Mother meaſureth his tombe with 
her eyes in euery billow of this faichleſſe element, is delivered 
from perill by the very bloud of Pharao, to turne the diademe of 
Pharas into duſt , & bury him all enflamed in a gulfe of the Red 
Sea. Bchold leroboam , who revolting again his Prince, rayſcd 
a ſtare by ambition, & a Religion out of Phantaſie, hauing ſeene 
the Aultats cracke with the horrour of his crime, yet his hart ſtill 
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remayning more obdurate, then ſtone, in the end he is ſo chaſti- 4. 
ſed by the hand of God, that there was not left ; ſo much as one die ter 


handtull, of duſt of his howſe vpon the face of the earth. 

Behold Alſalom, who thought the meanes to mount vp to a 
Throne , was to make a foottioole by force of Armes of the 
crowned head of his Father: yet ſee himentangled to a tree, 
rranthxed with three ſpeares , and throwne into a deep pit, 
which left nothing of him alive , but the memory of his miſery, 

Behold Saul, who makes ſhew punRually to obey the law 
of God vnder the direction of Samuel, he afterwards learnes to 
become cunning, plotting deſignes, and ſeeking in all points his 
owne petty intereſtes : but in the end Dazid, whole lite he ĩud- 
ged incompatible with his eſtate, diſmounted him, vſing no o- 
ther Policy, but by making himfelfe an honeſt man. 

BehoJd the Monarchies of the world, ſo much diſputed on, 
behold Sceptets hanging on a ſilken threed, the Empires, and 
Ccc 3 lites 
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lites of Ocho, Vitellixs, Galbs, Piſo, Balbinw, Florianxe, Baſiliu, Silui- 
anus, Tacitus, Quintihius, Maximus , Michael Colophates. Behold the 
tall of Parmenio vader Alexander, Setanus vader Terperns, Cleander 
vader Commodw, Ablaurus vader Conſt anime , Eutreprus vnder Ar- 
cadins, V ignius vader Fredericke, Brocas vader Philip, Cabreta vnder 
Peter, and io many of the like kind. 

Eyther you ſhall make your ſelfe wholy inſenſible, or muſt 
affirme ; that to rayſe a ſtate and build a fortune, you ate to pro- 
ceed ſecurely therin, with a very great lye v pon the maximes 
ol Fayth, Religion, and honeſty, vnleſſe you will expect in the 
—. of an vncertaine lite a moſt certaine tu ne. And yet you 
ſtill doubt to enter into the Citty of good Policy. Oh, had you 
once taſted thoſe delights, you would become wholy enamou- 
red of them, but I ſee it is fit j make a piece of painting tor you 
to oppoſe that wicked Policy. 


Set. 4 The Table of the Citty of God, otherwiſe 
called the Citty of Honeſt men; drayne our of 
many excellent conceyts of ancient «Aurbours , and 
things practiged, in ſome former Commonwealths, 


@ Will tell you then, that I haue ſeene in the Ide 
of Plato thus divine Agathopols , and that ray mind 
is ſtill much pleaſed, with the remembrance of 

this Spectacle. 

2 Expect not I ſhould deſcribe vnto you the 
Countrey, nor Citty with curioſity of language, for I leaue that 
to Poets, & Oratours, who haue more leaſure, then I. Only l 
intreate you to belieue, that all, which delicate pennes of anti- 
quity haue written of Eliſian fieldes, & the fortunate Lands, are 
in it to be found , with many aduãtages, which we may much 
better cõceaue then expreſſe. I he heauens are there ſmiling, the 
ayre wholeſome, the waters good, the ſeaſons temperate, the 
windes calme, the ground fertile, the aboad delightfull, the hills 
and valleyes watered with goodly fountaines, ſhaddowed with 
many trees,coucred with vincs, enameld with W — 
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with meadowes, briſtled with eares of Corne;on what fide ſoe- 
wer you turne, it ſeemeth che prouidence of God, hath taken 
much pleaſure to embellith this cerricory with his owne hands, 
1 will not ſpeake to you at all of the walles, Towers, Bul- 

warkes, Baitions, Theaters, Amphitheaters, Coloſſuiles, Edi- 

fices, and other the like; For it is not heerein, this fortunare 

Cicty grounded its greatneſſe, although there were to be ſeene 
buildings, as admirable, as if the _— of Heauen were come 
downe on earth, to yndertake the direction thereof. I tooke it 
for a good preſage when | ſaw at the entrance of the Citty a 
great number of mindes, modeſt, ttour, and teſolued, who went 
to the fountaines to draw water, and bare the pitcher on their 
ſhoulders, as that auncient Rebecca, of whome it is ipoken ot in 
Scripture, and laboured like Bees in a bright ſummers day. [ 

ſaw ouer the gate of the Citty a great ſtatue of the Sunne in the 
figneof Libra: which made me ſuppoſe, that all was managed 

within it, as are the dayes , and the nights in the Equinoctiall. I 

was not deceaued in the judgement I made vpon it, for there 
were not ſo much as Clockes out of order, in ſuch ſort, that they 
ſtrooke al togeather, and mutually met at euery houre of the 
day. 

, It was a contentment to walke on 2 pauement , eauen, and 
ſmooth, and to behold ſtreetes very faire, where there was nei- 
ther Stench, Durt, Channels, Coachman, Caroch, nor lath of 
whipps, ſmoke of roaſtes, cry ers, much tattle, running vp & 
downe, Sinkes, Perfumes of Carpet · Knights, waggiſh tricks of 
Lackies, nor enterpriſes of Cut-purſes, proud gates of Rodo- 
monts, nor leaders of beares, nor Monte banques, , nor petty- 
toggers, quarrelers, drunkards, alehowſes, nor all thoſe which 
draw tribute from humane fleſh. The whole world there was 
bufied,and there was not an idle body: only you might ſee chil. 
dren very yong, who played at a moſt innocent game, and bate 
in their childiſh faces the goodneſſe of Fathers, and Mothers, 
imprinted with an excellent character. I learned the princi- 
pall extent of their great felicity, was a moſt genuine ftimpli- 
city, which raygned amongſt all the inhabitants, not, that 
they, were ſtupid, or wit. leſſe; for accoaſting them, I ſoone 
perceaued they had ſpitius cleare · f ghted, and well purify ed; 
but 
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but all their ſtudy was to make a hatmouy berweene their hatt 
and tongue, and to proceed in all things they yade:tooke with 
meruailous treedome : they were innnitiy amazed wheu it 
was told them, there vere in other Countreys counterten me 
who ſpake contrary to their knowledge, & thinking one thing 
in theit hartes, affirmed the contrary W ich their tongues, 1 tic y 
thought it impollible, and vſed compariſons ot theit Clockes, 
where the whele, and the hand went euer alike pace , 

And when l inſiſted, and grounded my ſelte vpon experi- 
ence of hat | had ſeene, and beard, they concluded it may wel 
then be ſayd, thoſe men there are ſptrituall Centaures , compoſed 
of twWO Natures, And it being told them, there were Ladyes & 
Gentle women in other Piouinces which wore ſumptuous ap- 
parell, playted, bumbaſted, ſlaſhed, leaden with precious ſto- 
nes, and chaines, which had the ſpoiles of the dead vpon their 
heades, draw-bridges tyed to their feet, and thartbey beſtowed 
a quarter of their liues in combing and plaiſtring they faces: the 
women of this Country had much compaſſion heereof, & ſpake 
with tearesin their eyes: Alas poore Creatuics, we may well 
ſay they haue committed enormous finnes, to carry themſelues 
thus. And when it was anſwered the greateſt ambition which 
theſe Ladyes had in the world, was to vſe this cuſtome, they 
made many ſignes of the Croile, asking whether they were un» 
nocents, they would not ſay abſolutely tooles? 

Heereunto was added a Tale, that in the yeare of an vniuer · 
fall peace; There was a Lady, who trauayling with her huſ- 
band into ſome other Prouince, had learned a certaine manner 
how to beautiſy her face, which ſhe very curiouſly made vie ot 
the reſt perceauing it, cauſed her to play at King and Quecene 
which was a paſtime, where the Lady, who became Eoiprefie 
by the cuſtome of the game, commaunded the teſt, M har fie 
thought good, & all yielded obedience to her. I he Empreſie 
choſen, impoſed vpon all her trayne to waſh their faces, M hich 
this counterfeite woman being enforced to do, as the water au- 
ſolued the painting, and that ſhe appeared as ſhe wes, the con- 
ſuſ on ot her forehead was ſo exceſliue, that ( ſhe as it were) 
dyed wh griete, not daring afterward to vnderiake the like. 
T heir attire, port, gate, counteuance, Wordes, houſes, mo ue- 

able 
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ables, Tables, Recreations, was canryed with ſimplicity, yet 
accompanyed with Maieſty, Ciuility , Decorum, and ſeaſoned 
wich as true pleaſures, as humane lie may affoard. 

| aw many ould men of an hundred yeares, and ypward , 
who were yet very treſh, whereat I was much amazed, & one 
of them looking on me: Why (ſayth he) do you wonder? We 
hue heere on innocent meates , whereby it commeth to paſſe, 
that we do not ſo muchas know the —— — 

t is fa ou haue huge regiſters, and that they are the pur- 

— os — We haue heere no de ſire to diy vp 
our enttals, and ſhorten out dayes, we are all great in the obe- 
dience we tender to the law ; all rich in the contentment of our 
deſires; and all pleaſed with the happines one of another. We 
kaue no paſſions to teare our harts, nor cares to preiudice out 
liues, nor auarice to burne vs vp aliue in our houſes, nor am- 
dition romake ys winges faſtued on with ware, ſo to fly vp to 
the cloudes, and — Land, and Sea famous by our falls. 
Me haue an excellent law, which is neuer to againit 
the law of Nature; and to tell you the truth the i 
Games, wherein we hive, ſerues our turne better, 
pr of vertue do others 

Thereis no warre among vs, but againſt vices, which we 
rather deſire to yanquiſh, then all ſortes of Monſters , We know 
not, what plagues meane, becauſo we neither infect the ayre, 
nor land with blaſphemies, or bloud . The ſeaſons of the years 
haue with vs the ſame equality which our ſpirits enjoy, & the 
Sunne ſmileth on vs, in all his manſions, as weendeauour to 
haue a charity perpetually ſmiling, and the bowelles of com- 
paſſion towardes our like. When we would behould goodly 
Theaters, we reduce into our memory the vanityes of men to 
be waile them ſo much, as they are friuoulous . We ſee this great 
ſpeRacle of the world, which it is very hard to imitate, and to 
fault it is a crime. The greateſt eloquence among vs is Truth, 
and the firſt ſcience we teach our children, is, that which in- 
ſtrucdeth them, not to tellalye. Aboue all we endeauour pi- 
ouſly ro honour, and ſerue God, vniting vs to his Spirit, and 
ſubmitting our wayes to the maine ſtreame of his providence. 

Llitood very attentiue to heare this ould man ſpeake for I 
Ddd was 
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was in a good place; yet not contenting my ſelfe ſimply with 
what he had ſayd, | needs would ſee their Churches, their de- 
uotions, their lawes, and their Iuſtice, their commerce, & their 
Policy. I ſaw the places dedicated to the ſeruice of God, were 
exceedingly well gouerned, obſerued, and trequented, & that 
their deuotion wat not a ſlight rote of apiſh trickes, nor aſſected 
countenances, but a ſolid beliefe of the diuinity with moſt pure 
affections. They had no great ſtore of Bells, nor tooke any 
pride to ring them, nor to publiſh feſtiualls with much noyſe, 
nor to ſet vp Faires at the entrance into Churches, nor to ſell 
je wells, nor weare rich apparel, nor to glory in their Kitchins, 
Their great ſolemnities were better knowne by filence, and 
deuotion, then by any other exteriour oſtent. It was a blefling 
to behold that hereſy had altered nothing, either in their do- 
ctrine, or manners; tor they had euer declared themſelues ene- 
mies of all innouation: and as it is ſay d, that fiſhes are ſilent. & 
draw neere to the ſource of waters ſo they baniſhing from their 
Citty all thoſe contentious diſputations , ſet theis mouthes to 
the tountaines of Verity . | x 
Thicher came at the ryme, whileſt I was there, an able man, 
who thought to preach Controuerſies to them, and difficult 
diſtinctions of ſchoole - diuinity; but the better ſort of French- 
men demaunded whether he preached in Hebrew, or no. They 
could not endure any one ſhould perplexe their conſciences, 
by vehemently rayfing vp an infinite number of too ſubtile at · 
— and many tymes, vnhoneſt; ſo much they feared to 
ring any mixture ypon their innocency, finding more aſſi- 
ſtance in the lights of good Nature, then the ſubtilities of men. 
conſidered how at their going from Church, they went to 
viſit goodly great Hoſpitals, which were excellently well 
founded, and adminiſtred for the help of the poore, as well fo- 
rainers, as domeſtiques : and I ſaw the —— Ladyes 
went confidently into them with Charity in their hands, hum 
bling themſelues to the ſeruices of the moſt indiget . T his made 
me ſo enamoured of their gouernement, that I judged it the 

Quinteſſence of the ſame I heology. 

And verily, when I ſought ro informe my ſelfe of their 
lawes, I tound they had as tew, as their ſounde =_ of me- 
cents. 
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decines. They were all grounded on the doctrine of the Saui- 
our of the world, namely on that word, which forbidderh vs, 
to doe that to others, which we would not to be done to our 
ſelues. Their ſtate was Monarchall vnder the gouernement of 
a good King, home they honoured as a viſible divinity ; this 
King had a Counſell compoſed ot the prime men of the wor 1d 
who liued like Angels, & ſpake as Oracles; ſo much reverence 
they bare them, that when they appeared in the ſtreetes, they 
were ſeene to paſſe along with a certaine filence mingied with 
veneration, as if they had beene animated Reliques. 

I likewiſe ſaw ould Captaines, growne white in forraine 
warres , vndet the ſhaddow of Palme- trees, and a flonithing 
warr-like troupe readily diſpoſed to do braue ly ypon occaho z 
the obedience was there ſo great, that if a Soldier had his arme 
ready vp to ſtrike, vpon the firſt ſound ot retreate, he would 
withhould the blow. All rewards were tor vertues; and For- 
tune much complayned , that ſhe in this Country bad neither 
Altar, nor credit. Very rarely ſhould you ſee a man aduanced, 
but by long and faythfull tryals of his merit: ſo that Honours 
were there held (as it is ſayd) with lyme and cyment, becauſe 
they ſought tor nothing more honourable from great actions, 
then the contentment to haue done them. 

All was there ſo peaceable, that it ſeemed this whole Cit- 
ty was the neſt of Halcyens , which calmeth the brow of Hea- 
uen, and appeaſeth Tempeſts. The Citizens entertained one 
another, as the fingers on the hand, every one taking part of 
the good of his fellow: and it was a matter as rare to ſee a qua- 
rell, as a monſter brought from the ytmoſt limits of Afrique. 
Needes muſt I confeſſe I rookea fingular content, when one 
= paſſing through a ſtreet, | heard rwo old men who diſcour- 
ſed in their language of foraigne Countryes, and the one ſayd 
to his companion, that Duells, and Quarrels were vſed there: 


the other would not belicue him at all, thinking that two men This nar- 
who bare one, and the ſame figure, could not contend one ration is 


with another: but he perfiſted, and ſayd he knew it to be 
true, and that the ſource of all their debates, was to ſay : It is 
myne, It is not: It is ſo, Yea, No. This narration ſo enkindled 
them that they reſolued to imitate thoſe of whome they ſpake, 

Dddz and 
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and to haue at leaſt once in their liues a quarrell. But what en- 
deauour ſocuer they vied, they would ucuer contidently (ay, 
Yea, No. Por as ſoone as one had pronounced, yea, & began 
to make ſhew of conteftation ; the other ſay d: 1 ake it, I yield 
it. I leaue you to thinke, whether any thing migut be leene 
more pure then theſe ſoules. 

In their Commerces, they ſo much feared to wrong their 
neighboures, that you would haue ſayd, they ſtudy ed to de- 
ceaue themſelues, for feare to get from another; and it any one 
had gayned ought by ſome miſreckoning, he was halte dead 
and roſe oftentimes at midnight to haſten to make reſtitution, it 
being otherwiſe impollible for him to enioy any repoſe . I ſaw 
their pallace, which was a very beautitull piece, but the man- 
ner ot ſuits, and proceſſes were there very rare; yet had | not- 
withſtanding a vehement deſire to heare them plead , at which 
tyme ic was told me, that the next day, a notable cauſe was to 
come to abearing . 

I fayled not to be preſent thereat , and ſaw two men of the 
Chryſhom ſame condition, like thoſe of whome 8. ChryſoFome wrote the 
30. ad pe- hiſtory , who pleaded for a treaſure . Ihe matrer Was, the one 
A. Ants. had fold his Land, and the other had bought it. The Seller 

quickly laid hold of his money, and the buyer being entred in · 
to poſſeſſion, had n to tyll the field, to deriue corne from 
thence: but not thinking thereof, he found gold therein; for 
comming to plow the land, he made diſcauery of a great trea · 
ſure, but he, as much aſtovithed , as if he had found ſome vene- 
mous creature, or ſome miſchieuous piece of witchcraft, went 
directly to the (eller , to aduertiſe him of what had paſſed, and 
ſummon him to take his gold againe : but the other being vn» 
willing to vnderſtand him in that kind, cauſed him to be called 
before the — » T his was a buſineſſe then handled with ſo 
much concourle of people, that neuer haue I ſerene à cauſe (@ 
notorious . I had much adoe to vnderſtand any thing of it, but 
certaine broken wordes, the plaintiue ſayd, How? Muſt men 
be vſed thus ? You haue ſold me a field, and not given me no- 
tice there was treaſure hidden in it, Why haue you deccaued 
me, why haue you vicd ſuch foule play with me? The de- 
tendant lifted vp his handes to heauen , and yd; Iſweare, & 
proteſt 
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proteſt vnto you, by. che fayth ot an honeſt mani, that i dia nor 
this purpoſely;ʒ icπιιdd you my Land am all fumplicity ; not ha - 
uing the leut (utpmos, chat there Was any tmeature-; Well Syr, 
if you ſould q with a tincere intention ( ſayth the other to him) 
God pardon you, but { pray you come, & take away vou tiea- 
ſure , He againe: Why tbould 1.rake it f % belopges to you. 
The other ; Tome? Wihayinintiice is this ! 4 bought land. and 
not » You purchaſed the land. anſwered the defendant; & 
all the appurtenances, it is teaſen tat you poſleſle all. 1 he 
poore Plaintiffe replyed ſighing: Would you vſe me in this 
taſhion, and charge me with ſuch ys Lark Rather take 
our Ladagaine, 1 wilkuor, this Aducfary ; it belongeth 
— you. Good God — ea an ynfortunate chang I 
will haue care how {engage my ſelſe in the like. in the end the 
treaſure was adiudged to him, that bought the Land , wherear 
he was much troubled ,ſothathis friendes had buſines inough 
to comfort him. Oh Age ! Oh Goodnef(s ! Ob play pouer- 


— — eſtranged from our 11 
aw eee een ene ths 
were banithed from thente both by ot lawes , & 


the —— diſpoſition of the 7% 
uery one was made to renter an accompt, exa- 
—— t — he had to liue om. And there — 
dle as which Nola Dameſrone fpeaketh in his Policy, 
—— the iuſt ya nes of the wyaſt was meaſured; — 
any one were growneto groſſe, he had much adoe to eſcape , 
vnleſſe he brought witneſſe, that this happened not to 
him through idleneſſe, ar exceſſe: of dyer , 

If a Detractour were found, al his recth-were knocked out 
one after another. If a That, melted gold was powred downs 
his t hroate. If an Homicadez;he Was put to defedon by Vultury 
in an iron cage. If aBlaſphemer , his lipps were ſeared with a 
hoat iron, and his mouth ſowed vp. If a Drunkard, he was put 
into a ſacke, and throwne into the water, If one vnchaſt, he 
was burne with a foft fire, ſuch herrour had they of vice. 

Great volumes would be neceſſary to recount all the won 
ders of this Celeſtial 4yarbepolis, which require ſome other ſcope 
.,. 
. 3 tel 
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tell you for concluſion, that I ſaw in the middeſt of the Citty, a 
great Pyramis of white marble, on which was ſet the ſtatue of 
Luitice;cloathed with a robe all embrodered with ſtarrs, which 
held in one hand a Booke of lawes , and in the other an Eare of 
corne;zabout her were alſo pourtraid in emboſſed worke, Truth, 
Wiſdome, and the Arts; and ſomewhat lower were beheld the 
Sratues of all the great States-men , with certaine excellent 
ptecepts of Policy, engrauen in braſſe; ſome copies whereof I 


haue drawne out, which I (my Politician) defire to impart vn- 
to you. 


Sect. 5. Sage Precepts drawne out of the Mont- 
ments, of the duune A gathopolis. 


E is the greateſt States-man, who to himſelſe ſee - 
| S meth che leaſt. Imagine not your greatnes conſi- 
ſteth wholy to fet vp the commonwealth of Plato, 

+24 and Xenophonin your owne imagination, nor to lay 


a huge heape of precepts, nor to know 
i nor — making proteſſion of great ſubtil- 


— we haue ſeene by the experience of 
ages » that in affaires there is a certaine ſtroake of the Diuine 
prouidence, which dazeleth all the wite , diſarmeth the ſtrong, 
— blindeth all the moſt politique, with their one proper 


. 5 b 

Ordinarily the moſt vnhappy in States haue beene thoſe , 
who haue made the greateſt demonſtration of knowledge, 
how to deceiue vnder humane Policy. That is it, which ruined 
leroboam, Which vndid Saul, which ouerthrew the Common- 
wealth of the 4thezians , and which made Machiaze!ll with his 
eat traine of precepts to be diſaſterous in al his vndertakings, 
heſe kind of ſubtile men better vnderſtand the miſtery of diſ- 
tation, then how toliue, todiſcourſe then to counfell, and to 
peake, then to dot. They all haue (as it were) three things 

much oppoſite to good Counſells. 
hne firſt is, that they are variableꝭ ſickle, and vncapable of 
repole, which is the cauſe, that as the Sunne ſometimes _ 

| e 
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eth vp a great quantity of vapours, Which he cannot diſſipate: 
80 — — iſe, by this — do amalle 
togeather a great heape of affayres, which their judgment can 
neuer diflolue. 1212 | 
The ſecond is, that they ſ\wymin an infinite confuſion of 
reaſons, and inuentions , reſembling oftentymes bodyes char- 
- ged with two great aboundance of bloud ; who through a no- 
table exceſſe find death in che treaſure ob life. The third u, that 
ſeeking to withdraw themſelues from common vnderſtandings 
they figure to themſelues ſubrilityes , and Chymara's , which 
are asthe Towers of the Lamia(as Tertullian ſpeakes)on which 
no man hath 8 euer will; which is the cauſe that their 
ſpirit floating in cavtyde of choughts, ſeldome encoun- 
treth with the dil patch of an aſſaire. (9 21 
Add likewiſe to this, that God is pleaſed to ſtupiſy all theſe 
great profeſſours of knowledge, and make them drinke inthe 
cup of errour, in ſuch ſort, that we comming to diſcourſe con- 
cerning their judgement, find. they haue committed many faults 
in the Gouernment of Commomwralahes ; which the ſimpleſt 
— » would not haue done, in tie direction of thtit owne 
T his hath been well obſerued by the Prophet Iſay, when 


he ſaid of the Counſellers of Phar. The Princes of Tantei are . 19: 


become fooles, the Princes of are withered away, th 


e them reele yp & downe in all their actions like drunken 


haue deceiued withall the ſtrength, and beauty of — 
— God hath ſent amongſt them a ſpirit of Giddineſſe, and be- 


men. The holy lob hath ſaid the ſame in theſe tearmes: God ſui - Jeb. 13. 


fercth theſe wiſe Counſellours to fall into the hazards of ſenſe- 
leſſe men. God maketh the Ludges ſtupid , taketh away the 
ſword, and belt from Kings, to engirt their raines with a cord. 
God maketh the Prieſts to appeare infamous, ſupplanteth the 
— of the people, changeth the lipps of truth ſpeakers, ta - 

eth away the doctrine of old men, & powreth out contempt 
vpon Princes. 

Behold the menaces, which the Soueraigne Maiſter pro- 
nounceth againſt thoſe who wander from the true way; and 
therefore (my Polititian) without perplexing your Spirit with 

an 
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an infinity-ofprecepts , v hich haue been touched by a great di. 
ucerfity ob peas, | — al which you may — 
— — toute thing which ate as the foure Elements of 
your perfection, to wit, Conſcience, Capacity , Dilcrenon, and 
Courage. , ' * 

T he firſt, and moſt neceſſary iniſtrument of all Arts, and 
namely of this profcllion., is Couſcionoe; wehichwerily is the 
mott auncient Gouemefle of the Souls ;. and the molt holy 
Mittreſle. of lie 11110107 1riv it £10045 0451 7211. 0. 

It is that, chick will inſtantly diſpo@ you, to the end 
whereunto you ate to petend in che exercile of an office. It is 
that, which will tell you, tharhauing giuen your ſelfe to the 
pubbke, you ae taken away — — he 'That yu muſt 
not enter into this Sanctuarxot luſtice wu a beggarly, baſe, ot 
ajerocnary intention} bait tu ae ſimcetrely at God, & the good 
ofthe Cõmon wealth isrhaty which will diſcouer vnto you 
thoſe three wicked gulſe: o Ambition, Auarice, and Impurity, 
which haue ſwallowed all ſpirits, diſunned from God . It is 
chat, which wal teach you t u done in Heauen, is pro- 
pertionably! acted aa Mathe maticall.citciey and that which is 
done in the great Regiment of Angells, ought to be done in the 

ene ment of mem it is chat, which will ſirmely ſupport you 
on the Baſis of the eternal prouidence. It is that, which wil ten- 


der you. hike vnn God, by often thinking on God, and will 


make you ſpeae what you thinke, and do as yeuſpeake. 


It i chat which will inſtruct you, chat the ſpirit of man is like 


2 dun- dy al, which is of no vſe, but wen the Sunne reflecteth 


laſuſpue- 
bules jecr tt 
rewer ray ; 
me.z1eſl als; 
i eff 
Denman 
vue. niſi 
Dem. 4 
Zens ſer - 
de Natwi- 
pid 


oa itʒ and that you likewiſe expect notyour ynderſtiding may 
haue any true light, and direction fort the gouernement of 
people, i net enlighined with a ray of God, be fides it will — 
you meanes to enter into a holy liſt of Pietyñ and tuſtice, which 
are the two tundamemall/ pillars of alt great uſtates. Piety will 
alligne you two ſortes of deuotion, the one Common, the other 
Singular. | | 

The Common will cauſe you piouſly to honour and ſerue 
God, you firſt —— pure, ancte baſt bebe ia that which 
eoncemerh true faith, without any ture of curioſities, and 
itrarge opiniom Saran vy great ſecret iu ae of Rule 


gion 
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ion not to belieue of God, but hat he is; and that man euer 
o wos him ſufficiently, who is holily ignorant of him, oſtee· 
ming him mfinitly to ttanſcend his knowledges. Secondly it 
will apply you to diuine worſhip, and publique ceremonies, in 
a manner free, cordiall, and Religious, for rhe ſatisfaction of 
your interiour, and the example of the publike. 
Singular deuot ion will moue you to conlider, how being 
a publike perſon, and chargod with aſſaites which expect tic - 
motion of the diuine proutdence, you haue a great dependance 
on Heauen, and that it therefore will ſhew you according to 
the proportion of your tyme and leaſure, ſome houre of retire. 
ment to negotiate particulerly with God in imitation ot Moyſes, 
that great States- man, Who had ſo familiar a recourfeto the 
Tabernacle . For if that be true, which 8. Gregory Nazianinity 
ſayth, that we ought to haue God in mind as otte-as we breath, 
it is ſo much the more ſuteable to States - men, as they haue moſt 
need to ſucke in this life-giuing ſpirit, as from vhe fountaine of 
the word, —— 2 r. = PAC 
S. loba: Dum. in a dialogue he made againſt the A 
chert, holdeth this opiaion, that the greateſt Angelis ate 25 
clockes, which come in the end to languiſh and faint, if God 
do not continually draw them vp ward by the breath of his #pi- 
rit : ſo muſt we ſay that the goodlyeſt Spirits, and ſtrongeſt 
relligences leſſen, & Want outd egery moment, if they reſume 
not vigour in the intellectuall foutce, bythe' vertue of deuoti⸗ 
on. When you fhalbeinitructed in wiele principles , this wife 
Miſtreſſe, whome I call, your Conſciente, will make you Fnd 
in a right courſe the perfection ot luſtice, which confiſteth-in 
foure principall thinges., | LUC 
T he firſt is, neither to act, not ſhew'to your ſubiect the 
leaſtfuſpirion of euill, or finne © For you uſt be zin your go- 
gernement,.by your owWne example; and fince your ſpirit is 
the firſt wheele, whereunto all the other are faftned, it is ne- 
ceſſaty to giue it a good motion. It is held, when the Sunne 
Rood ſtill in the tyme of leſue; the Moone, and all the ſtarres 
made the like pauſe , Gouernours, and Maiſters haue this pro- 
to themſelues, that in all they doe, they powre forth their 
Picks into ſuch of their ſubieRes , who arc for the moſt parte 
Ee e neither 


332 The Szates-muan. 

— — — at di- 

ob penas,|.atheme, that akkwhich you E. may — 

— i laure things Which ate as the foure Elements of 
your Perfection, to wit, Conſcience, Capacity » Dilcremon, and 
Courage. 

The firſt, and moſt neceſlary inſtrument of all Arts, and 
namely of this profellion., is Coufcience,z wehich verily is the 
mott auncient Gouemefle of the Soul > nd the moſt holy 
Mutreſſe ob lifes 1111002 n ene — 

It is that, which will inſtantly diſpo you, to the end 
whereunto you ate $0.pretend-in<he exercile of an office. It is 
that, which will tell you, — uen your ſelfe to the 
pubbke, you e. taken avway — T hat you muſt 
not enter into this Sanuarxzobhultice: —— a begganly, baſe, ot 
ajerocnary intention} bait tu ve ſincetrely a God: & the good 
efrhe Comonwealth (br isrhaty which wil diſcouer — you 
thoſe throe wicked gulſes ot Ambition, Auarice, and Impurity, 
which haue ſwallowed all ſpiritt , diſunitod from God . It is 
chat, which wal teach yon what u done in Heauen, is pro- 

y actod jaa Mathe maticallcatcley and that which is 

done in the great Regiment of Angells,oughtto be done inthe 
e ment of mem it is chat, which will firmely ſupport you 

onthe Baſis ofthe erernal prouidence. It is that, Which wil ren 


der you. hrke vn God , by often thinking on God, and will 


make you (peake what youthioke, and de av you! 
It is that, which vvili inſtruct you, chat the ſpirit of man is like 


wo Sua- dy all. which is of no vſe, but ven the Sunne reflecte th 
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_ and that you likewiſe expect notyour ynderſtiding may 
haue any — and direction for' the gouernement of 
— it not enlighined with a ray of God, be ſdes it will 
you meanes to enter into a holy lift of Pietyy and tuſtice, which 
— two tundamemall' pit{ars of alt great uſtates. Piety will 
ef affigne.you two ſortes of deuotion, theone Common, the other 
Singular. 
T he Common will cauſe you piouſly to honourf and ſerue 
God, you ſirit —— pure,andcbait betieth ia that which 
without any tue of curioſities, and 
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ion not to belieue of God, but hat he is; and that man euer 
owos him ſufficiently, who is holily ignorant of him, eſdee. 
ming him mfinitly to rranſcend his knowledges; Secondly it 
will apply you to diuine worthip, and publique ceremonies, in 
a manner free, cordiall, and Religious, for rhe ſatisſactton of 
your interiour, and the example of the publike , 
Singular deuot ion will moue you ro conlider, how being 
a publike perſon, andcharged with aſſaites which expect tile 
motion of the diuineproutdence, you haue a great dependance 
on Heauen, and that it therefore will ſhew you according to 
the proportion of your tyme and leaſure, ſome houre of retie- 
ment to negotiate particulerly with God in imitation ot Moy ſes, = 
that great.States-man , Who had ſo familiar a recourfero rhe 
Tabernacle . For if that be true, which 8. Gregory Nai 
ſayrh,tharwe ought to haue God in mind as ofte-as we breath, 
it is{o much the more ſuteable to States men, as they haue moſt 
need to ſucke in this life-giuing ſpirit, as from ve ſountaine of 
the word, by the meanes of prayer. MIT 
S. Lohn in a dialogue he made againſt rhe Mum 
choc, holdeth this opiaien , that the greateſt Angelis ate as 
clockes, which come im the end to languiſh and faint, if God 
do not continually draw them vpwWerd by the-breath of his tpi- 
rit: ſo muſt we ſay that the goodlyeſt Spirits, and ſtrongeſt 
relligences leſſen, & waxe outd egery moment, if th reſume 
not vigour in the intellectual} foutee, hy the yertue of dewori? 
on. When you fhalbeinitructed in tlleſe principles; this wife 
Miſtreſſe, whome I call, your Conſcie nte, will make you nd 
in a right courſe the perfection of Iuſtice, which confiſteth-in 
foure principall thinges. TIE 
T he firſt is, neither to act, not ſhe to your ſibjeRts the 
leaſtfuſpirion of euill, or nne . For you thilſt be gin your go⸗ 
nernement, by your owe example; and fince your ſpirit is 
the firſt wheele, whereunto all the other are faſtned, it is ne- 
ceſſaty to giue it a good motion. It is held, when the Sunne 
Rood ſtill in the tyme of leſue; the Moone, and all the ſtarres 
made the like pauſe , Gouernours, and Maiſters haue this pro- 
to themſelues, that in all they doe, they powre forth their 
— into ſuch of the it ſubiectes ; Who arc for the moſt parte 
Ee e neither 
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neither good nor bad, but by the telation they haue to the liſe 

of thoſe, on whome their fortunes depend 1 
The ſecond is, not to ſuffer an euill, ſince as ſayd Agapetus 
to the Emperour Iuſtinian. to commit, and permit crimes, when 
one hath full power to hinder them, is (as it were) one, and the 
Peccare of ſame thing. There are no flatteries ſo charming. nor impor- 
mou ache. tunities ſo forcible , which ſhould euer make a well compoſed 
bere, per- Spirit to bend to the permiſſion of a finne, which he knoweth 
cantes inx- to be againſt the honour of God, & the tranquillity of his con- 
1a cin. ſcience . Fabricianw a Roman Captaine in ruining a Fortteſſe of 
Doſabez; the Sammites, kept their Venw , which he ſent to Rome for the 
6. Italice- beauty of the workemanſhip,and it is thought the aſpect of this 
_ Statue, was the firſt occaſion of making his wite an adultreſſe, 
and cauſed him afterward to ſerue as a victime to the loues of 
this ynchaſt woman by a horrible maſſacre. It happeneth of- 
tentymes, that Maiſters of families, who ſeeme very innocent 
in their perſons, retaine ſcandals in their houſes, through a cer- 
taine puſillanimity, and diſſimulation, which draw vpon them 
the chaltiſements of God, and diſaſters ve ry extraordinary. The 
*. Reg · 33 · Scripture ſayth, the bac Prieſt Ely was the lampe of God, be · 
fore — extinguiſhed by a wicked toleration of the exceſſes 


of his children, which tent his houſe, and buried him in pu- 
blique ruines. _ 

Take good heed, there be not ſome houſhould ſeruant ray - 
e d by your indulgence , who rendreth your fauqurs odious, 
and liberalityes ctiminall, by abuſe of the 2 which you 


haue put into his handes . Alksbicizs the Aſtrologer obſerueth 

there are ſtarres of their owne nature benigne, and which 

would euer behould vs fauorably, were it not the neighbour- 

hood of ſome others maligne, altered their ſweet inclinations. 

And there are many Mailters, and Miſtreſſes to be found in the 

world enducd with ahumourexceedingly good, it the neere 

2 — which bad ſeruantes make to their perſons did not 

Qualities deſtroy this temper , That manis truly ſtout, and happy, who 
ot an Of- go derh, or q)aketh men of honour-well diſpoſed, faythſully af- 
L fecte d, induſttious, vigilant. Jaborious, indefatigable; ſobet ĩn 
ſpeach, premps io execution, paticuc and able in their char- 

ges; tor good Souldiers make glorious Captaines, and 650 of- 

a cers 
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ficers great State: - men. ihe 

The third condition of the zeale of Tuſtice is, that you neuer 
be pleaſed an ill act be done, vnder the ſhaddow that you were 
not of counſell thereunto, and that it neuer came vnto your 
knowledge. You may very well reioyce, not to haue at all 
contributed to euill, yea not to the birth of euill; for this were 
otherwiſe to betray your conſcience , which ought to be of the 
ſame capacity, to 2 all vices, and imbrace all vertues, as 
Fayth volſeſled, to belicue all verities reuealed vnto it. 

I leaue you to thinke, what Conſcience Sextus Pome» 
ins of elder tyme had, to Whome, as he entertayned Auguſtus , 
and Markg Antony in his thip, and being in the heate of his tcaſt, 
a ſeruant came to tell him, if ſo he pleaſed, he quickly would 
put theſetwo Princes into his power, thereby to make him 
Monarch of the world. He a little While, thinking on this 
matter, ſayd to him, who brought the newes : I hou ſhouldeſt 
haue done it, and neuer told me of it. This wel ſhewed he bare 
ſome reſpeR to fidelity , but was very farre from that perfecti 
on, which hateth euill , yea euen that, which is out ot the cõ- 
paſſe of ones one knowledge. 

The fourth is, that you muſt correct diſorders, as much as 
you poſſibly may, declaring you haue a natural horrour againſt 
all finnes, which reſiſt law es both diuine and humane, and that 
the loue of honeſty hath made you to paſſe it ( at it were) into 
your nature . | doe not ſee where the vertue of a great States= 
man may ſhew it ſelſe, with more luitre, then in the exerciſe of 


Juſtice. S. Gregory the Great ſayth, a Mixture of Oyle and Wine C n 


muſt be made to heale the woundes jof men in ſuch ſort, that 
mindes may not be yicered with too much ſeuerity, nor grow 
remiſſe by an exceſſe of indulgence. The rodd mult be vſed to 
touch, and the ſtaffe to ſupport; loue ſhould nor ſoften , nor ri- 
pour tranſport matters into deſpaire. Meyſes the firſt States- man 
urned inwardly with the fire of Charity, and was outwardly 
wholy enkindled with the flames of the zeale of Iuſtice. As a 
louing Father , he offered his ſoule to God, cuen tothe wiſhto 
be blotted out of the booke of life to ſaue his people: as a ludge - 

he rooke the ſword, and bathed it in the bloud of Idolaters. He 
was in all kindes both a couragious Embaſſadour, and an admi- 
Be e rable 
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rable mediatour, pleading before God the cauſe of his people 
_ . Nen, ind before his people, the cauſe of God with the 
— 


It is to do all, to execute good Iuſtice ; God hath ſet you on 
high for no other cauſe , but to behould vices beneath: if you 
exalte them, they will trample you vnder foot, you ſhall per- 
— drinke the greateſt part of the poyſon you mingled 
or others ; and when you ſhall breake downe the hedge, the 
ſnake (as the Scripture threatneth) will bite you the firſt. Whe 
a good conſcience , hath accommodated you with this conditi- 
on. ſo that you haue no other intention, but to aduance good- 
nefle in your owne perſon, and in thoſe who belong to you, 
you are not a little aduauced in the perfeions of a great States- 
man: yet is it fic, Conſcience, Science, and Capacity be had, 
for the diſcharge of great mploymevrty, and eſpecially by him, 
who makes profeſlion to gouerne men ſometymes as vntracta- 
ble, as H ydra's of many heades, 

Campanus Bilhop of Ferni, of whome we haue fome works 
in the Bibliotheca P atrumy in the booke which he compoſed of 
Magiltracy, requireth foure conditions in him. A ſpirit vigou» 
rous;a Carriage neither deiected nor vaphleaſing a Prudence 
full of maturity, when theze is occaſion to conſult vpon an af- 
faire ; and a Promptneſſe to take tyme in the inſtant, to execute 
that which hath once been wel reſolued on. He ſayth a vigo- 
rous Spirit, for it is very fit this ſoule hould be: full of lights & 
flames which is to ſerue others fora guide; aud as there is no 
fpwit ſo great which hath not many detects, it is very neceſſary 
it be poliſhed by good letters, which vnite and incorporate in 
one ſole man the faculties of many others, and by the conferen- 
ce ol the wiſe, which taketh away all that, which excellent 
natures do as yet retayne of tetr eſtriall, to make them appeare 
in their beſt luſtre, 

A man ({aththis Authour) who thinketh to know all, and 
do all. without hauing any need of the counſell of others is ne- 
ceſſarily of two things the one, eythet a God amongſt mertalls, 
ot a beaſt amongſtmen, T be Seripture ſpeaking of the great ſea 
of Braſſe, Which Salomon made inthe Temple, ſaith in the 


Keg, 7. 6. books of Paralipemend, that it comeyned duet — 
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and the third booke of Kings affoards it, but two thouſand. M bis 
ſeemeth to inuolue ſome contradiction, which Tejtatweleereth 
in ſaying, this great veſſell in truth amounted to three thou- 
ſand meaſures , but that there was neuer powred out any more 
thereof, then two thouland. So is it with the ſpirits of men how 
capable ſocuer; we are not tocloy them with charges, and aſ- 
faires ſo farre as to drench them, but to diuide burthens in 

oportion, fince there i none, but God alone of ability for 
0 The preſumption of thoſe, who wil vaderrake — 
forces ſo to leaue nothing for others to do, much more hurteth, 
then would ſtupidity. 

He addeth to ſpirit, the ſbape of body, which is not a little 
recommendable in the ſtature, figure, port, gate, age, counte- Ne 
nance, ſpeach, and euen in the very habit. All this when it is ſanzuines 
eminent ſurpriſerh minds, and ſtriketh its ſtroake to giue eſti regnantem 
mation to a man before We are entred into his interiour : but if Acer, 
the houſe anſwere not to the frontiſpice, what may we elſe ſay, © 1<f& 
but that nature hath built vp a goodly manſion to lodge therin, — 

a handſome beaſt ? Apes 

What he hath ſaid in the third, & fourth place of Prudence Proncipis 
naturall, and acquired; which ſome haue, to deliberate and poſit en ra- 
well reſolue on an affaire, accompanied with a ſtout reſolution d Caſiio- 
and a very ſtrict execution, is vetily moſt neceſſary in a great 4. var. . 

States- man. 1. Eu. a. 
There are ordinarily two great Rockes in this Sea of affaires, 
which haue in them oppoſitios very contrary in negotiation of 
things important. The one is Irreſolution, & the other Obſtina- 
cy in opinion. Irreſolution euer holds men ſuſpended in the ayre 
& tormẽteth ſubiects who expect their diſpatches, & directions 
from the Counſel of thoſe ho deliberate. O bſtinacy through a 
falſe prefumption of ability, will neuer forgoe what hath been 
once propoſed, and reſembleth a rude Portteſſe, which driueth 
all good aduiſe fromthe houſe. One would not belieue the hurt 
this laſt plague draweth vpon all good counſells, and how hard 
it is to be cured. Verily it is a prochgy , that God who diſcoue- 
reth from the ſuperiour yautes of heauen , to the bottome of a- 
bile , the leaſt atomes of the world, and whois ſo — 
ted, that hell hath not darkenes thicke inough , to hide it ſelſe 
Ecez before 
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betore him; notwithſtanding (all · wile as he is) to diſſolue our 
Tort. 26. ptide, he teigneth ſome repentance in his ations; but we whole 
_ thoughts are timerous, foreſights vncertaine, actions contuled, 
ottentimes haue ſo much artogance, as to be deſirous to make 

good our faults, for teare to conteſſe our errours. 
Diminatio A maxime of Politicians mantaineth, it is to diminiſh au- 
elan thority, to doe that which muſt be yndone : for euer it is bettet 
fecfſe m- to ſtifle a monſter in his birth which one hath made, then ſhort- 
raxds. Se- ly after to toment and nouriſh it with humane bloud. Aſſuerus 
yea. reuoking the cruell Edit, which he made concerning the maſ- 
Etther.16+ (acre ot the Hebrewes, yieldeth a pertinent reaſon thereot,ſaying, 
this diuerfity ot decrees, proceeded not from the leuity of his 
ſpirit, but from the alterations of times which make way tor at- 

faires that are treated, 

As for execution which followeth deliberation , it is veri- 
ly the hardeſt piece : for there are ſo many to be found, who de- 
liberate, as the Rat in the Fable to hange a little bell about the 
Cats necke, tofortify their Commonwealth againſt ſurprizes. 
Counſell is receiued by all with applauſe: but when they come 
to execution, euery one turnes his backe. It is not to be imagi- 
ned, how much a man who executeth, eyther of himſelſe, ot by 
ſuch as are very truſty, affaires prudently reſolued on, hath emi- 
nence aboue others in matter of gouernment. King Antigen 
ſaid, his warfare was rather a warfare of times, and occations, 

Peld. I. g. then armes: and Polibis writeth , that the leaſt things, which 
are done in warre are thoſe, which are handled with ſword & 
; Yiolence;but the moſt eminent are executed by the knowledge, 

how fitly to manage an occaſion. 

Behold in aneerer degree the qualities which forme the 
capacity of a States man, not enlarging my ſelfe toſpeake heere 
of others , eſpecially of thoſe , that are put into the number of 
bleſſings, which the common ſott attribute to Fortune. 

But a man may haue all poſlible inclinations, & might not- 
withſtanding be euer like thoſe muſitians , who performed all 
their muſicke inwardly , no man hearing any of it outwardly, 
it he produced not himſelte in direction, which is the applicati- 
tion of all the guifres of grace, & nature, that a man can haue for 
the practiſe, and courſe of affaires, 


This 
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This direction will teach you a metuailous ſecret , which is 
to proportion your ſelſe to time, place, perſons,attaires treated, 
and to meaſure your ſelfe in ſuch manner, that your actions may 
be profitable for all the world. it will bring you forth from be- 
hind the curtaine, and aduance you on the Theater, to ſee, and Ni vile, 
to be ſcene reciprocally by all thoſe who haue eyes. There it is, * — 
where you are not to pre ent any thing, that is ſordid, deiected, — 
roud, furious, light, fearefull, nor paſſionate: tor great fortunes , * 
— this pro to extrude all the blemiſhes of the heart into e e. 
the forehead; and although much art may be vſed to hide ones dun, þ ill 
ſelle, they make a man to appeare naked, Who neuer is well ad quos 
cloathed with habiliments of Fortune, if he haue not true or- mls eſ⸗ 
naments of vertue. fan, = 
What thinke you, if men be now adayes ſo curious, as to be- 
vant to ſee ſpots in the Sunne, where will they not find fault, ei- — 5 
ially if they haue a ſubiect giuen them ? Great excuſes ſerue , 7." x 
or no other purpoſe, but to couer vice, which truth diſcouereth, ,,,.. 
and fame publitherh „with as many trumpets, as men haue 
mourhes. 
This ſage aduice will tell you, that it is not neceſſary you 
ſhewing your ſelfe in publike, muſt therefore make all your de- 
ſerts appeare, and whatels {deuer you beare vpon your hart, as 
af — a breaſt of chriſtall: but alſo that the way well to co- 
uer — paſſions, is to haue none. 1 ſay not, you ng to be 
without reſentments, and inclinations : for as thoſe plcaſures , 
where there is neither ſound, nor motion; ſauour ill; ſo ſoules 
thus deafned, are not al waies the molt purified : but 1 pronoũce, 
you mult ſo repreſſe all motions which combat againſt reaſon , 
that they ſparkle not in publike , both to your owne diſaduan- 
tage, and the ill example of choſe, who behold you. 
Philoſophers haue noted, that thunders which ſtirre about 
breake of day are the molt dangerous, and you ſhall obſerue if a 
man in the firſt rayes of his dignity early diſcouer couctouſnes , 
loue, hatred, reucnge, auarice, and other paſſions, which much 
haſten to the preiudice of the publike , and that the voice of the 
people be raiſed vp, as the roaring of thunder, he looſeth as much 
reputation as if he were already corrupted in mind. 
Diſcretion will alſo ſhe w you the way, how to mannage . 
Y ous 
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your dighity in a manner neither too harſh,arrogant,nor haugh- 
ty, but {weet , affable , and communicartiue ; and with itt re- 
teine an honeſt and temperate granity, thereby not to vilify the 
Character, which God hath imprinted on thoſe , whome he 
calleth to Charges, and Commaundes. 

It was a pleaſant mockery to behold thoſe Kings of Egypt 
appeare dayly in new habits with the figures of beaſtes, birds, & 
fiſhes,ro put terrour vpon the people, and giue ſubiect to Poet 
to make tables of Proſems, T his affected grauny,is not in the man- 
ners ot great men, Who naturally loue nothing of ſingulatity a- 
boue others, but the eminence of their excellent qualities. Out 
ſpirirs are not ſo baſe, and childiſh, as to be ſatistyed with ſem- 
blances; they deſire ſomething more ſolid : and he is euer beſt 
eſteemed among the wiſe , who is more reſpected forthe inte- 
riour, then the ourwardſcemingy. | 

Diſcretion will diſcouer vnto you the conditions, manners, 
inclinations, abilities, and wants of thoſe, whom you are to go- 
uerne, and with a finger ſhew you the bent, which way you 
muſt incline , to take men, Ir is at this day no ſmall maner, to 
mannage humors, which are as different, as they are'incompa- 
tible. I he probleme of the Wolfe, the Gate, & the Cole wort 
is dayly renewed. If a Ferriman find himſclfe much troubled to 
paſſe theſe three things ſeuerally from one fide of the riuer tu 
the other, that the Wolfe may do no hurt to the Goate , nor the 
Goat to the Cole wort in his abſonoe; hat prudece thinke you 
muſt a Stares-man haue to accord ſo many dogg, and hares, 
hawkes , and doues? S. Greyory faith , Paradiſe hath nothing in 
it, but bleſſed ſoules, and hell is filled with miſerable: burthe 
world wherein we live conteineth merchants very different, 
You ſhall behold vnder your gonernment a great number of 
ſimple, innocent, poore, and 4 iflicted cremures. T hinke'God 
hath principally created you for them, open your heart with an 
amorous compaſſton, extend to them the bowe lis of your cha- 


i rity, ſtretch out affeRionately to chem your helpfull hands, take 
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their requeſts, lend eare to their cryes , cauſe their affaires to be 
ſpeedily diſpatched, notdrawing them a long in delayes, which 


to Caſu- May deuoure them, ſtrenghthen your arme againſt thoſe that 


4. 


oppteſſe chem, redeemethe pre out of the Lyons throare, and 
the 
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the Harpies tallons. For chis it is » that Kings, Princes, States 
and officers are made. To actions ofthis kiuge , is it. that God ———_— 
ptomiſeth all the bleſſings of heauen, and admirations of earth. fu 24700 
For this ſort ot proceſſes, ate crow nes ot glory prepared. By /- "> 
this meanes a man diueth into the bottome of the heart, and % fe 
good opinion of people . T his is the cauſe, that one hath ſo ma- di- 
ny foules , and lives at command, as there are men, who the «ities re- 
more ſweetly bieath ay te by the Jiberality, wherwith they are % fl. Ee 
obliged . The greatnelſę of man before God is not to repleniſh 4 vox 
earth with armies, & make rivers of bloud, and to raiſe yp moy- yu _—_— 
taines of dead bodyes, but to do iuſtice toa-poore Orphan, to ,** * 
wipe away the teares of a ſorlotne Widdow, to ſteep in oyle (as e 
the Scripture {peaketh.) the yoke of people which liue on gall, E Ade 
and worme- wood. For not touching heere any thing in par- 1b, laude» 
ticuler, we know, that in all Realmes of Chriſtendome, there mor. 
are very many perſons, who ſigh ynder neceſſities almoſt in- 
collerable to the molt ſauage, and who daily charge eares with 
coplaiates, and Altars with vowes for their deliuerance. 

Now that we haue a King, ſo well diſpoſed to juſtice, and 
neere his perſon ſo ſage a Counſell, a Parlament ſo zealous for 
che publique good, ſo many honouzable men, endowed with 
ſo fincere intentions, when may we-reaſonably expect the com- 
fort of people, if not at this hower ben miſeries are eminent, 
clamours piercing, and diſpoſitions very good ? Alas, if there be 
any thing in the world, whereina great States- man may be 
ſeene to oblige all the lining „and repleniſh the future ty mes 
with admiration of his vertues, it is in procuring the aduance- 
ment of lo holy an affaire, tor whichheauen is in expectation, 
& the handes of ſo many thouſands of-people are daily liſted vp 
on Altars. | 

Such, and ſo many officers, for not hauing had any other 
ayme in charges, but the accommodation of their qwne affaires, Aube 
haue paſſed away like Phantaſmes , leauing nothing heere be- ver- 
hind them, but ordute, not bearing ought with them into the % clan 
other world, but ctimes. They haue found that the ſcules of > E 
the wounded have cryed to heauen againſt them, and that God —— 4 
hath not let it palle without teuenge: as ſpeaketh holy lob in — 
the toure and rw entith * Where he at large explicateth ay fon 

Fff both 
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both the calamity of the poore, and the chaſtiſement of the rich 
who perſecute them . But all choſe, who haue conſtancy addi- 
Qed themſelues to the maintenance of luſtice, and the conſola- 
tion of afflicted perſons, beſides the crownes, which they en- 
Nun joy in heauen, liuegloriouſly in the memory of men . Their 
20 . mouthes, which are opened for iuſtice, after they are ſhut vp as 
im Temples, are truly worthy to haue Lillyes and Roſes ſtre wed 
emu: on the mar ble, vyhich ineloſeth them, and that their poſterity 
& acquirit may alſo reap the good odour of the vextues of their noble an- 
nobilenthe- ceſtours, which hath made it march with vp- reard head before 
ſaures ja the face of the people. 
me, negle- You on the other part, ſhall behould trauailers, and lau- 
d Aable actions, which good iudgment will inuite you to recom 
te pecuni, — 
Caſiisl,1, Pence; herein you muſt ſhe yout ſelfe generous & liberal}, 
. 16. For although vertue be alwaics well inough pay ed with its 
owne merit, yet muſt we affirme it to be one of the greateſt diſ- 
orders which may happen in a State, when in ſow ing benefits 
nought els is reaped bur ingratitude, and that to be capable of 
re wardes, one maſt become remarkeable in crimes . 
On the othet fide, there will-be many defees preſen- 
ted, that muſt be cotrected , Which are either of perſons very 
well conditioned fallen into ſome ſlightoffence by ſurprize; & 
ſuch as theſe, ought to be handled with much ſweetnes, & cle- 
mency : or they are couert vices of {ſome wicked canſciences, 
which you neither ought, nor may (as yet) manifeſt ; and heere 
much induſtry , and wiſedome muſt be vſed to diſlodge ſinne, 
and draw the winding Serpent out of his den, as by the hand 
of the wiſewoman ſpoken of in Scripture : or they are publike 
finnes of men reſolued, who ſinne without hope of amendmet 
to the infection ofa Common- wealth; and heere is it, you are 
to ſtrengthen your ſelfe with al your power, to take away the 
euill , and euill men. Theſe are the precepts which $. Beyauers 
ture giueth in his Treatiſe of the Wings of the Seraphim. 
his diſcretion whereof I ſpeake, will ſhew you the man- 
ner of proceeding in affaires; for it much — to lay hold 
of them by a certaine handle, which rendreth them much the 
more eaſy , Weſee by experience, that thoſe who make them 
pectacles of Chriſtall cut into Diamond points, for one Piſto- 
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let on a Table, thinke they ſee a huge tteaſuro: in ſuck ſort the ir 
eyes are filled with illuſi ona, and ĩheir hand iſ they, . not 
the ſecret, will be much troubled to find our the pince, of gold 
they ſeeke for. Th 

This daily h ethin the courſe of the world; affaires 
haue an infinity ,Which preſet thẽſelues to out thoughts 
euen then, when they are moſt ſubtile ; but they are hollow 
imaginations, and he is really an able man, who-knowethhow 
to lay his finger vpon the point of a buſines, and graſpe it ( av it 
is ſay d) at the right end. You expect not heete I thould ſpeake 
to you ofthe manage of reuene wes, artilletie, armes, ſea- affaĩ - 
res, fortifications, petitions, and decrees, the being matters 
much alienated from my profeſſion , from whenge l can deriue 
no glory, but by the conteſhon of mine one ignorance. E- 
uery one muſt looke into the ſubſtance, extent, and the quali- 
ty ol affaires he treateth, mult learne what is profitableto be 
knowne for the diſcharge of his place, informe himſelfe of that 
which he cannot of himſclfe foreknow , willingly hearken to 
aduices, examine & weigh them with maturity. Auoid aboue 


all 6x Obſtacles of good affaires, which are, Diſorder, Confu- 48, «io 
fion, Paſſion, Sollicitude, IrreſoJution, Precipitation; to do all frillmem, 
thinges warily, and peaceably, ſo that no anxiety be ſhewed , elle y 


like vnto Scianm, who had alwayes more ſpirit then conſcience, 
and of whome ĩt ĩs ſayd, that in the middeſt of his greateſt im- 
ployments, he ſeemed ever idle. 

There are {ſome who giue out many precepts vpon euery 
office, and do as if one ſhould make a large diſcourſe to a man 
by teaching him to go. Experience, whichis a wiſe Miſtreſſe, 
ſo ſoone as ſhe encountreth witha man, endowed with ſome 
capacity, ſhe weth him much more, then bookes . 

Finally your laſt livery is Courage, which is exceedingly 
neceſlary for men of your profeſſion, C ra diſciple of An- 
flotle oblerueth , that the earth- quake of the Iſle of Delos, was an 
vnlucky preſage to the Citties of Buris, and Helice, which were 
ſwallowed ypin a gulph . So when the bodies of States-men 
which are as this Iſland of the Sun t:emble & bow to Fauour, 
what may we expect but an abſolute deſolation of Provinces ? 
Ic is necellary to haue a great courage to ſttenghten the arme 

Fitz againſt 


— 


ainſt ſo great authority of iniquitics, and violences of men of 
. ity, who will yrs Ave tlemenc, and mixe ſtat res with 

e duſt of the earth, to come to the end of their exorbitant pre · 
tenſions. 

A great courage (ſay I) to reſiſt the ſecret alluremers, which 
occurre on the part of allyes, and friends , eſpecially of power- 
fall women, to whome nature hath affoarded ſuch —— 
attractiues, that it is many times much eaficr to defend ones 
ſelfe from the hornes of Bulles , the tus kes of Boares, and the 
throare of Lions , then from the cunning practiſes of ſuch 
Creatures. 

A great — inthe encounter of affaires, & wordꝭ, that 
are to be vſed with cettaine perſons, w ho are quickly angry, & 
heated in their harnoſſe; what a braue vertue is it to endure, & 
temper them with a mildneſſe of ſpirit, peaceable, & charitable; 
28 it is (aid , that with a hony-combe Fountaines of troubled 
watet are cleanſed, and purifyed. 

Awicen, As Ancient ſaid that he who can well ſuffer an injury, is 
de dilur)s, worthy of an Empire; his only lence will diſarme a 
man, and throw' ate at his ſeete the ſame who ſeemed to 
roafe ouer his head. de * - 

A great cou to tollerate the ingrateſull, who often 
eaſt ſtones axzinſt thoſe , who gauethem — no other wiſe 

gee Le then thoſe Atlantes, who thotarrowes againſt the un. 
lournee. A great courage likewiſe in the bad ſucoeſſe of affaires, 
which cannot alwayes ptoſper according to the meaſure of our 
trauaile, and good defires; and to tell you it in a word, a very 
able courage, When a man is ready to ſuffer the loſſe of office, 
diſgrace, baniſhment, pouerty, impriſonment, and permit ra- 
ther to haue the heart turne out of your belly, then any good te- 
ſolution to be puld from you, which may be conceiued for the 
weale publike. If you deſire to arriue ar theſe pretious endow- 
ments, let the Scripture be euer repreſented before your eyes, 
as the piller of cloudes , and flames, which conducted the army 
ofthe living God. There it is, where you ſhall leatne maximes 
of ſtate , ſcored out with molt vigorous reflections of the wiſ- 
dome of God, and where you ſhall trample vnder foote, with a 
generous contempt, ſo many illuſions , which wretched _—_ 
8 
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ſeeke for, in the mouth of Pythewifſes, and Sorcerers. Read the 
book es of Wiſcome, the Prophers, the booke of holy leb. & the 
divine Pſalmes of the King, choſen out according to Gods own 
hearr. Contider the ſtreame of ſo many Hiſtories written in this 
theater of wonders, which are chara of fyre, wherewith 
the divine prouidence is pleaſed to be figured to mortall eyes, 
that we may learne the puniſhment of crimes, and the crow nes 
of vertue. 

Repreſent vnto your ſelues often in your 1des's, thoſe great 
States - men, who haue flouriſhed in the courſe of all ages, and 
deriue light, and fyre from their examples to illuminate, and 
inflame you in the ſelfe · ſame lift. Behold him who had bin re- 


fyned aboue all others in the ſchoole of God (I meanc Moyſes.) Muſe 
Who hath there bin more humble in refuſing charges, more o- P 
bedient in accepting them, more faithfull in exerciſing them , proxies 
more induſtrious in executing the commaundements of God, . 
more vigilant in gouernement of the people, more ſeuere in % ¼L¼ 4 
the corte ctipn of vices, more patient in ance of the infir. Mevy*- 
mities of ſubiects, and more zelous in the cordiall loue he bare — 1 


to the whole world ? 


With theſe guifts he became the God of Monarchs, he rui- Fan 
ned the ſtate of his enemies, he vnlooſed the chaines of an inſi- 6. 


nie number of ſlauet, he o ſeas, he manured wilderneſſes, 
ho marched inthe front ot ſix hundred thouſand men at armes, 
he liued labot ĩous amongſt ſheephards , chaſt in the Courtes of 
Kings, temperate in gouernment, a companion of An in 
his retirement, and as it were a cabinet-friend of God, hauing 
continually heauen for obiect, and all greatnes in contempt. He 
had blotted out all that, which was man in him, by the purity 
of aconuerſation wholy celeſtiall; The fleſh was in him ynder 
ſuch ſubiection, and the ſpirit in ſuch Empyre , that he merited 
the name of God, in the reſemblance of whome he was trans- 
formed by the ſuperabundance of his vertues. 

Behold that great diſciple of _ , loſuab : what piety in 
the ſeruice of the omnipotent, what ſweetnes in gouernment, 
ora. — of ſpirit in noble enterpri zes , what patience in 
difticulties, hat prudence in direction, what diſpatch in expe» 
ditions? It is no wonder, if at the fight of theſe eminent qualities 
Fif 3 walles, 
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walles & Cittyes fell, Giants waxed pale, rivers retired backe, 
the Sunne ſtood ſtill, and one and thirty Kings vnderwent the 
oke. 

Behold Samuel the Father, Maiſter, & Iudge of two Kings, 
the Doctout of Prophets, the Sanctuary ot the poore, the piller 
ofthe Church. Is it not a magnificent ſpectacle to ſee him go out 
of charge after ſo long a gouernement, and ſo great a diuerſity 
of affaites, with a hart ſo vntainted, and hands vnde filed, as if 
he had — conuerſed with Angells? Is it not a moſt he- 
roicall action, which he did (in the firſt of Kings) when after 
the election of Saul, hauing voluntarily reſigned his dignity,he 

3. Rx. aa ſhewed himſelfe with vp· reard head inthe midſt of the people 
— and gaue liberty to all the world, from the leaſt to the greateſt 
— to complaine, & make information againſt him before the King 
eren newly choſen ? If it may be found, chat in his iſtracy, he 
. Chriſte e- euer did the leaſt wrong to any man, he is there to affoard 
ing. all fatisfaction, that may be thought fit? But as he had liued moſt 
innocently, at this Word was lifted vp a loud cry, — 
from a generall conſent of the people, which highly proclai 
the integrity of his juſtice. Is not this a praiſe of more value, the 
millions of gold, and 
But aboue all reflect often on the wiſdome of God incar- 
nate leſus Chriſt, the Sauiour ofthe world, as the prime Modell 
of all States-men , which the P Iſay bath exactly repre- 
ſented in the eleauenth Chapter of his Propheſy, where he fi- 
gureth the Redeemer vnto vs in quality of a ludge, to ſerve for 
an inſtruction, and example 10 al poſterity. Firlt for as much as 
concerneth his pertections, he gaue him ſeauen ſorts of (pirirs 
very conſonant to a true politician, to wit the ſpirit of Wiſdome, 
2nd — m , the ſpirit of Counſell, and Strength, the 
ſpirir of Science, of Piety, and the ſeare of God; whete with he 
was wholy repleniſhed. Then deſcribing his manner of procee- 
ding, he ſaith : He ſhall not judge according to humane appa- 
rences, by the inconfiderate views of — eyes, and the re- 
lation of a raſh tongue; but that he ſhall do juſtice to the poore 
and fortify himſelte with all kind of vigour, for the defence of 
ſo many gentle ſoules, as are oppreſſed in the world. 
To this purpoſe he ſhal ſtrike the earth with the words of — 
mou 


T he State-man ; 397 
mouth, yſing his tongue as a rod of correction, and ſhall ouer- 
throw the wicked with the breath of his lipps. 

luſtice ſhalbe ſo familiar to him; that he ſhall make vſe of 
it, as of a Girdle of honour, ora rich Bawdricke , which braue 
Captaines weare. The eſſects of his gouernment ſhalbe ſo emi- 
nent, that the Wolfe vnder his raigne ſhalbe ſeene to cohabit 
with the Lambe, the Leopard with the gone , the Calfe with 
the Lion, and little children to play with baſili kes, & aſpicks: 
willing in theſe allegories to fignify , that he ſhall mollity the 
moſt — humours by his law es, to reduce them to the tem- 
per of reaſon, 

Behold ſomewhat neere , how this diuine Writer deſcri- 
deth the Policy of the King of Monarchs. 
All choſe, Who haue in in his ſtepps haue bin glorious 
in the memory of men; and he that would number vp through 
al ages, ſo many great States- men, ſhould make a large yolume. 
I will not at this time produce Melon, Iniurieſis, Carmeris, Robert, 
Aubert ſurnamed the Man of God, Oenuw, Godegraudus, Ledwar- 
du, Eginardus , Raoul, Fulbertus , Hildwinw , Mounſieur Stephen of 
France, Guarinus, V Villia of Mountaigne, Henry Arnaudu of Corgues, 
Rechforty and the moſt famous Them More; not ſpeaking of fo 
many other lights of ages, which haue illuſtrated vs, much nee- 
rer, where we may find a large liſt of yncorrupted men. 

Many haue ſo — — the chaires of Iuſtice, that 


they haue deſerued to paſſe ard to Altars, there to poſſeſſe 
the prime places of Prelacies. 
I lala my ſelfe to draw out of Marcianw, Caſſioderm, Baro- 


nia, and an ancient Manuſcript , the life of Beetiws , where you 
may obſerue the body of hiſtory ſufficiently repleniſhed with 
matters very conſiderable. 
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-BOETIVS. 


Set. 6. His great Nobility, 


Euo ty heere, how 1 make a great States-man 
x to walke along in his ranke , the honour et the 
$ gowne, and the fingular ornament of the purple 
arment ; who hath had the priuiledge to reuiue 
ing in his life, and at his death to bury all the 
Roman Greatneſfle in his rombe. | 
It is the moſt Illuſtrious Beeriw , home l haue ſelected (a 
it were) in the — of Chriſtianiry , as the moſt accompli- 
ſhed that hath flouriſhed in the quality of a man of 
the long R Chriſtendome. For if you conſttier 
his extraction, it was the nobleſt of his time; If 'you'regard-his 
meanes; he was of the moſt honeſtly rich; If you reflect on his 
wit, he dazcled the eyes of the learned; If you behold his 
innocency , his life was as a Pearle without blemiſh ; It you 
weigh his dignity, he had bin three times Conſull of Rome; If 
you enquyre after his negotiations and gouernment , you ſhall 
find he liuediathe greateſt reuolutions of the Romane Em- 
pyre, When affaires were moſt thorny. If you will obſerue his 
conſtancy, youthall ſee a pillar of Diamond not to be ſhaken 
with all the counterbuffes of iniquity; and if a braue death may 
ſet a ſeale ypon a good life, you wilbe enfereedto admire him, 
— im to dye on a ſcaffold, for the defence of picty , & 
iuſtice, which are the two Polcs, that ſupport all the great Po- 
licy ofthis V niuerſe. 

The vnhappyneſſe is, there hath not bin ſome Authour 
found in chat iron Fes to haue written the acts of this great man 
in a tune ſutable to his merit. We therefore will diſcouer mer- 
yailous treaſures : but fince I muſt make my way through ſo 
great a ſcarcity of writers, who haue handled this ſubiect, i wil 

endeauour 
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endeauour to render it, as little kſome in ſti le, ir ĩt is profitable 
in matter. * dani ns r o 244 ibo 238 
As fot rhe farſt quality: l haue obftruedan him, uch is h 
eat Nobility : iv is cettayne co ſummed v athDuſand yearcs, 
ace his Aunceitours began to be teſplendent, wich ſingular 
luſtre in the Citty of Rome; vhich is no ſmall ſpace, to ſay; that 
ten ages which waſt tockes At weare elements, had not altered 
the hon out of this great Fi "he 0 
He wis deſcerded: fromthe houſe of thoſe great Manlrj 
whoſe hearts extended as farre as the Romane Empyre.. The 
molt celebraredamongſt them, named Marcia Manlius, defended 
the Capitoll againſt the Gaules in the extreme neceſſity of the 
Romany, and redet medi (us it were, fromthe Abiſſe) the Cic- 
ty, which God Had choſen to commaund ouer ſo many nations. 
He was a man truly yalorous, who wanted nothing, but to 
haue bin borne in an ample Kingdome, and not in a Republike 
iealous oſ the greatnes ol its ſubiets : Fot he hauing too much 
courted me pcplo to the preiudice of Magiſtrates j was accuſed 
to haue ſuught the change of gouethment, and ptecipitate the 
Capitoll which he had defended to the end the theater of his 
glory might be turned into the ſcaffold of his puniſhment, 
Neuer could any thing be ſeene more deptorablei then this 
braue Captaine, when pleading his cauſe, where he! was vpon 
queſtion of his laſt ynhappines ; having produced abonttowet 
hundred Citizens, deliuered from great neceſſities by his mea- 
nes, then thirty ſpoiles of noble enemies, whome he: had flaine 
with his owne handy then ten crownes, then other prizes 
of valour q ai he boteſti :he incenſed ludges; muctfinctining:ts 
his rum, e ſhe ved lis naked breaft, as yet coutred duer With 
honourableſcarres receauedin ſo many grear' battailes' for his 
Countryy and then turning his eyes, and his vp-reard handes 
to henuen wwardes the Capitol, he prayed the Gods 'ropiue 
uropeopltot R omtrhe fame vnderſbanding for the proſeruaris 
oof his poi ha they had affoarded hum for the. ſafoty ofthe 
weale publique in th a defenceotthe Cirey of Rome 
- ThisfpeRavlh wayſo ravifhinigy that it was impoſſible to 
eondemne hir i tefthn noble fortreſſe; whith fubſiſted 
dor baby tuBor hie BGI Laifing im to be cars 
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ryed into another place, exerciſed a heauy iudgment, and an 
ate odious to —— , Which was attended by great ſterili- 
tian and peſtitencics attributed to the death of this noble perſo- 
nage. The other Mankiw very eminent, was he, who flew in 
fingle combat the Captaine of the Gaales, in fight of both the 
armies . For this man aduancing himſelſe on a bridge, allailed, 
and defended by both parts, challenged aloud the molt valo- 
rous among the Romans to combat man to man; Which being 
ynderſtood , Manliw lowly iſſued out, with the leaue of his 
Dictatour, and hauing well obſcrued his aduerſazy , who im- 
meaſurably braued it, he ſtroke him fo nimbly, that he fell 
downe ſtarke dead in the liſt ; then taking his chaine off all 
bloudy, he hung it about his one necke, hom whence he was 
ſurnamed Torquatw; Which Ficle did afterward likwiſe remaine 
vnto his whole polterity . 

The third of this race much renowned in hiſtories, by an 
act, one of the ſeueteſt euer exerciſed, was that Torquatw, Who 
cauſed his ſonnes bead to be cut off, for hauing charged, and 
vanquiſhed his — without lcaue . The young man tickled 
with the honour of his Anceſtours, ſeeing a faire occafian to 
fight, rooke the rtunity. And not expecting the permillis 


his Father ew the enemies of the Roman — „in 


killing with his owne handes a man of — combat, 
whereupon full of joy, he returneth with the applauſe of the 
Soldiers , and haſtneth to ſeeke out his Father who comman- 
ded the army, bearing in his handes · the ſpoiles of his enemies, 
and ſaying aloud: Father, bebold the cauſe , why I may be efteemed 
your ſonne.. But the Father turning his eyes away, cauled the 
trumpet to be ſounded to gather all the Soldiers togeather, & 
in the mideſt of a great — „ Generall, he pronounced 
ſentence againſt his Sonne, & ſayd vnto him: Senne, ſence with- 
out any reſpect, einher ef the dignity of 4 Conſull wberewith the Cem 
mon wealth hath honoured me, or the mairily of the title of « Father, 
which Nature hath affoarded me auer you ; Ton hate fought contrary to 
my Edict, diFoluing the ſacred knot of military diſcipline, which bath 
hitherto maintained the greatnefſe of the Roman ſtate: I well ſee you 
baue reduced affaires te ſuch neceſsity y that either I mu forget tha 
Commonivealth, or my ſelſe, and myne + But — 
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fer for our faultet, and that we muſt expiate the temerity of dne young - 
man, by the diſaſters of ſo many inn cent perſons , Hure an act of Stato 
muſt be performed, which is for the preſent ſomewhat odiaus, but thalbs 
profirable for yonth through all poſterity . My Sonne, I haue ſenſe of Na- 
ture, 45.4 Father, & 45 4 Captaine | reßent alſo the flashes of this youth- 
full vertue, which is ſo charming in its illuſion: but ſince I muſs eyther 
by your impunity anull, or by your blood ſcale the commanndment of the 
Conſulls , you being of my blond, I cannot thinkz you ſo degenerate, 4 
to deny to reeſt abl1th by your pumihmem, the Lawes of armes, which you 
by your errour haue detirozed . I hereupon he commanded the Ex- 
ecutioner to bind him, and lead him to the place of puniſhmẽt, 
to be beheaded , wherewith the aſſembly was ſo aſtoniſhed, as 
if all the Captaines had their heades vnder the ſame ſword. For 
euery one was drenched in a deep ſilence, vatill the bloud of 
this young Prince, was ſcene to guth forth; for then the ſoldiers 
ſpared neither ſorrow , nor execrations, taking the body by 
maine force to couer it with its ſpoiles, and entette it with all 
honour - | 

I had adefire to touch this particulerly, thereby to teach 
the Reader, that the great conſtancy which Bach witneſſed in 
the whole courſe of his life, and eſpecially at his death, was in 
him hereditary, It were along picce of worke for him, who 
would proſecute all the actes of ie Anceſtouss'ob Boctim, ſince 
by the report of 8. Hierome; this family hath bene ſo illuſtrious 
that ſcarcely can one man be found therein, which hath not en- 
ioyed, or deſerued the Conſul-ſhippe . 

Wherefore I may well ſay, it was a ve particuler proui- 
"dence of God, vpon-this admirable man, which being pleaſed 
to tayſe him to the condition of agreat Stateſ-man, hath cauſed 
him to be nobly borne. For although it cannot be denyed, but 
thar many men deſcended from very meane extraction, haue 
fomeryms exceedingly well improued in the manage of States, 
0 — — we attirme, they haue ſtood in much need. of tyme,, 


and aminent verturs, to giue a counterpoiſe to this 
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ſubiecti, by ſtrong hand: whereas ſuch, as are of race noble, and 
illuſtrious, cannot haue ſo few other parts, but that they may 
eaſily enter into harts, as into a houſe which the vertue of aun- 
ceſtours, hath before hand wWholy purchaſed for them. And 
— this ſeeme ex pedient in all places; yet is it much more 
neceſſary in a itate, where is a great number ot noble men, and 
generous ſpirits, & where cuery one thinkes himſelte ſufficient 
inough to performe that which another doth, | 
Preſnmption equalleth them all in ability, at the leaſt ac- 
cording to their imaginations, were it not that the vncontrou- 
lable Supereminencie of houſes makes them yield to reaſon. 
And althoughan vnworthy nobility be very ſhametull , yet is 
it much more tollerable, then a ſeruile ſpirit, which hath power 
in its hands, without any moderation. 
There are foure things (ſayth the wiſeman) which cauſe 
earthquakes heere below , A Servant commaunding ; 4 rich Foole; 4 
Pronerb» woman ſtorne full v ben abe H marryed; and a maid-ſerxant become the 
= heire of her Myſtreſſe; that is, ſaith he, the fourth thing which the 
Wotl4tannoreagore, Education. make th manners, and guery 
oneisfeadity;rhar;whichhehathiearned in yourh, were it not, 
— througha great ſtrength of courage ill inclinations ate re- 
ed | 


Betis, who in hu excellent Nobility was endowed wich 
{5 ſweet a rempervfſpitic', ſeemed to be created of God to go 
uerne men. Onthe other part his family, which was rich, and 
powerfull, gaue alſo much increaſe to his rule, as that which 
alienated him from the corruprians , that ealily faſten on a ne- 
ceſſitous fortune. A man who frareth pouerty , is euer to be fea- 
red, & a rich innocent cannot mee with any thing more dan- 

gerous then a hungry Judge. 
7 S. Thoma hath ſaid very well, that a pouerty vertuous, and 
I 5. de re- free from couetouſnes, is an adtnirable quality ſur a State man: 
. v hen riot is ſs exorbiranty that the grea — — 
with-impeached? The innocent riches ofour great Conſul, fell 
dut to be much to che ſo, thar they might be imployed 
for aitf of the poore, in a time which happened in ane of the 
Ecklyeltiges bfeizwwortdgainedby ſo many incurſions of Bar- 
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harians, not naming the other ſcourges , which then fought a- 
gainlt che hanes of men, 


Sect. 7. T he eminent W :/dome, and Lear- 
ning of Boctius. 


4X) XP 18 11.» Ce the wifeſl Miſtreſſe of the world 

a bach ſometimes caulcd the ſaying of Plam to be 
E aueſtioned. who thought Common wealches hap» 
5 (EDS py when they fell into the hands of Philoſophers, 
> or pf men who fought to become Philoſophers. 
For in effect it is obſerued,, that thoſe ſo knowing-men meer 
not alwayes with the bent of common vnderſtanding, hauing 
their ſpirits more eſtranged from ciuill lite. | 
They pleaſe themſclues with great Idea s itthey conuer- 

ſed in the commonwealth of Plats with Demy- Gods, nat at all 
yielding to infirmitics of nature, And although they vic ſoms 
endeauour to render thẽſelues conucrfable, yet doth the ſweet 
pes of repoſe inebtiate, and withdraw them trom affayres : bus 
ifthey force themſelues to attend them, poile amazerb them, 
qiuetſity of humoyrs not always ſutahlæ tg their vderſlan ding 
diſtaſtech them, labour ſomewhat ouerwheleeth the, 
and the heape of ſo many incident ps confoundeth tem. 
Add hereunto, that there is much malice in the manners of 
men, not found in books ; & that as they haue their. aehions u- 


innocent, when the to | by thei owne 
[eucll, they find — — 
retired life they lead.in — of their — 


dreth them very timerous, & ſoftneth their brow, hien ſhoult 
alwayes be (as it were) of braſſe to induxe the ſhocke-dffirong 
impudencies , which may infinuate chemſelues into the cos- 
W p ty . gud! im fl 
is may be confirmed: e example of Theedatos King 
of the Gothes, who with all the Philoſophy of Mats, wherein he 
was exceedingly ſtudious, very ill managed his affaires. 
As alſo by Michael the Emperour ſurnamed of the Grexians, 
rant, as Who wond139, the Sehallersfor: be * 
88383 
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ally had table bookes, and pennes in his hand, to compoſe ora- 
tions, verſes, and hiſtoryes, reſigning the whole gouernment of 
his affaires to an Eunuch, named Nuephorw, who through his in- 
ſatiable- auarice , dic much hatzed ypunrthehead of this Em- 
erour. 
4 I verily affirme, if you take learning in theſe exceſſes, one 
may very wel (ay, that it would not only become vnprofitable, 
bur alfo daungetous to e It is not my intention to 
prooue learned men ate capable of the mannage of great affaires 
tor the only conſideration of the aduantage, they haue in let- 
ters; for then Gouernours of Prouinces were to be taken out 
of the Regencies of ſchooles: but ſay, that ſciences well mana- 
ged, add a meruatious Juſtre to one in gouernmer . Por firſt t he 
vindicate him trom ſtupidĩty, and a ſauage life, which — 
a man without fight, or knowledge ot vertue, to be in a ſtate, a 
was Polipbemus made blind by Vlies, in his den. Beſides they 
cleanſe, refine, and ſtore the ſoule, made to know great, and 
diuine lights. Afterwards, they open the vnderſtanding by the 
reading of ſo many excellent Bookes, and even ynlooſe the 
tongue, Which is an inſtrument very neceſſary to mannage 
hearts. Finally they make a man more mild, ciuill, and courte- 
pus, and 1 could {ay alſo more awefull, and worthy of credit. 
c*. | Forffome vuhippy Princes were oed, who” being 
vnfutniſhed of other t haue made ill vſe of letters by abu- 
flag them tough wart of judgment, as one may all the beft 
ching; in che world; this nothing at all in ſubſtance lefſeneth 
e trutz of our propoſition; ſines We may oppole againſt them 
A liige titof Law tickers; Princes, & Gb fu, Who haue 
exceedingly well made ve ofthe knowledge of learning. For 
if we do make account of the policy ot God, which is euer the 
moſt aſſured y know we not, that he having choſen Moyſes, to 
-coaſtiture hum the Gouernonr of ſo grez 1 5 he was willing 
he might haue a good taſt of all the ſciences their in requeſt a- 
' mong the the Egyprians. And Philo faith, thathe there learned 
- Arithmeticke, Geothietri6, Muſcke, and all the greateſt ſecrets 
ol their philoſophie, conteined in their Hierogliphicks. Know 
Ve not that Salemos had a heaft, ud large, as the fea, wherein 
God lojiged ſo man no Wedges of things both diuine, & hu- 
01406 
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mane, fo that he penetrated wharſocuer the vnderſtanding of 
man, enlightned with raies from God, might comprehend 
Axe we ſo little yerſed in hiſtory, that we cannot reckon 
vp the names of all the greateſt Princes, who haue bin very 
learned, as Alex ander, lulz Ceſar, Auguſt u, Adrian, amtoninus, (- 
flantine, Theodoſius, Gratian, Charlemaig ne, Alpbonſw, yea euen So- 
ly man the great Yurke What a cloud of witneſſes ſhould w 
Nauesdid we now collect all the names, and hiſtories of learne 
States men? For if letters gaue ornament to ſuch, as are wholy 
eminent in military proſeſſion; by a much ſtronger reaſon wg 
are to thinke they ate able to aduance the luſtre ot an excellent 
Gouernour, yowed to the Robe, & a life peaceable, as Seneca, 
and Cicero. 

I haue bin the more willing purpoſely to vie this Preface, 
to the end, that comming preſently to ſpeake of the great le. x- 
ning of our Boetiws, it might not dimĩniſh the credit we ought 
to haue of his ability in affaires. It is ſometimes ſo dange- 


rous co be learned among groſſe ſpirits, that the tenth age, , | 
Which was very dull, made (as it were) a good Pope Siluefter — 


theſeeond, to palle for a Magitian, becauſe he vnderitood Geo- 
metrie. And it is not aboue foureſcore yeares agoe, that to knoyy 
Greeke, and Negromancy, were (as it were) one and the ſamp 
ma the opinion of the ignorant. | | Ne 
lle that proceedeth by ſuch brutiſh wayes, wauld take Ber 
etius for a Diuell (ſuch knowledge had he): for it mult he cony 
felled thatin the reuolution of ſo many ages, there hath not bin 
many ſeene, who arriued to ſuch a degree of ſcience + As our 
ſpirits are limitted, euery one freely taketh his ſhare according 
as his inclination leadethͥ him, his ayme Tee him, his vn- 
derſtanding tranſporteth him, his pporteth him: and 
he that cannot preuaile in one ſcience, applyeth himſclte to ano- 
ther, ſiace the diuerſicy of Arts is ſo great, that ĩt is able to ſatiſ- 
fy the molt curious, allurethe molt. nice, and encourage thy 
weakeſt. Bur as for our Beefius he entred into the ſecrets of a 
ſciences, and as there was nothing too holy for his great vertue, 
ſo might not any thing be found ſo elate, as to exempt it ſelſe 
from the viuacity of his ſpirit. 

Iulia Scaliger hath very well giuen teſtimony of him, 1 
ding 
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ding to his merit, when he ſaid, the wit, learning, induſtry, and 
. wildome of euern Boetriar, challen ged all the Authors of the 
world, aſwell Grecians, as Latins, not excepting any. He ad- 
derh,'thar all which he com in Poeſy was divine, and thit 
nothing might be found eythet more elegant, or graue; In ſuch 
manner, that the aboundance of ſupereminent conceipts choa- 
ked nor the grace nor curiofity tooke any thing from the pro- 
priery thereof. | 
And whereas he writeth, that the Proſe ſeemed not equall 
to the Verſe, but reteined ſomewhar of the barbariſme ot that 
age, | affure my ſelfe Scaliger may haue taken ſome works fal(c- 
ly attributed to Beeriws, as there are in the great maſſe, compiled 
vader his name, which haue likewiſe deceiued Cardinall Baron 
nie; who imputeth the Booke of the Diſcipline of Schollers to him, 
Which is one of the moſt filly Pieces, that could come from a 
man alienared from common ſenſe. 

Among other things this Author faith , that he hath bin in 
the Citty of Iulia Ceſar, called Parusto take the ayre, and that he 
there hath ſeene many bad Scholleta, diſoourſing of nations and 
giuing a face to the Vmuerſity, as it had in latet times; which 
will feeme ridiculous to euety one, who ſhall conſidet the life 
of Boctiu:, and the times wherein he flouriſhed. It is no wonder, 
if thoſe who haue admitted into exedit ſueh workes ; for Pieces 
V Berne; ndt ttough want of judgment; which hath bin in 
thefe two perſonages; whome l mention very Great; but for 
fatilt ot gining time to examine them, they there haue found 
tarcers, which-withthetn haus leſſened the opinion of ſuch an 
Nitttionts 0 #0 19221 71 2911 M19 Neu in Sie 1 
But this is very cefthtoe) ehe all whichizextamof this 
braue Writer, hath in it vigour, price, purity;ſpicir, 8c excellent 
good conſequence? 2s treth in the Oe of Conſolation. 

5 for the reſt; hie hath not ſo conſined himſeſſe in this gtent elo. 

fee ere he entreth 1 moſt profeamd queftions 
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rſt ſpeake Latin; who was vn- 
knownein the weft; I fool H j k wote accomm oft him, 
then it he had raiſed Orpheus vp agaitie With dis Hatpe, The 
treat knowledge he hid of Grograpliy; AvlimgrickeyMwlicke, 
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and all which concerne the Mathematicks, was the cauſe, whe 
any one ſtood in need of ſome piece of wit, they went preſently 
to Boct ius, as the only man of the Empire; who was eſteemed 2 
true Library, animated with che ſpirit of all Arts. It is a plealant 
thing to reade, what the King Theadericke wrote to hum in te- 
quiring a dyall ot him, to preſent it to the King of Bargunap. 
Behold the words ot his great Secretaty Cafroderns. 
It is nat reaſonable to contemne the requeſts, which Kings our neigh- 
bours with all confidence make ynto vs, and «ſpecially when they require 
ſome ſlight things, which they account in the number of great treaſures. It 
bappeneth of tenttmes that the dalliances,and conceiptsof wit, obtaine that 
by ſweetnes, which armes cannot gaine by force. If we needes muit lay, 
let vs ſo ve the matter, our ſports may be for the good of the publicks,& 
let ys ſearch for things ſeriow even in pleaſures. The King of Burgundy 
intreateth of me with much inſt ance, two dyalls , the one circumnolued 
with water, the other with the Sun, & be prayeth me to ſend him skalfull 
Mayiters , to shew him thu invention . Let vs affoard entertainment to 
this Naias, to the end they may bold thoſe things for miracles, which we 
. heere dayly vſe by way of recreation. I vnderſtand the report which their 
Embaſadours haue made of theſe, & the ke workemanchips bath much * 3 for 
amazed them, 4s « thing very extraordinary. Now, I know you are ſo ac lis equips 
compluhed in all — 7 hen which you haue taftedin the fountaine ,_. 
of all the induſtries, that others ſert to practice by rote. For you, for thu „e, gra. 
purpoſe remained in the niuerſity of athens, & baue ſo fairely alli Inwdereng 
tog eather the Romane robe, which the Grccian mantle, that their doctrine tal, fi 
by your meanes in become holy Latin. Tou are ignorant of not hing that is aſtra ſen- 
in the ſpeculative, nothing which is in the practique; and all that, which *. / by 
the Athemans would attribute to themſelues of ſingularity , you haue 3 
tranſported into our Citty of Rome; Tour tranſlations haue made Ptolo- 4. — 
mey the Atrolagian . Nichomachus the Arithmetician, Eutlid the Geg- — 
metrician, Plato the diuine, Ariſtotle the Legician, & Archimedes the Mg: ſingulare 
thematician to ſpea ke Latin. All ſciencet diſperſed among ſo many men, mm 
and ſo many wits, through all ages , are in you altogeather vnited: you ft has, & 
haue interpreted them all with ſuch perſpicuity of diſcourſe, retaining the © bra de 
propriety of the Language, that should theſe Authors returne to life againe > ! 
they would preferre your tranſlations before their owne originallt. — . 
Alter ward he enlargeth himſelfe vpon the prayſe of the — 
Mathematiques, then 3 his di all he ſaith, it is an ad- f. 43. 
| Hh mirable | 
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mirable thing to ſee, that a little immoueable ſteele; euery day 
rformeth as much way as the Sun, and that it the ſtarres had 
vnderſtanding they would enuy Dialls, and returne backe a- 
gaine, for feare to be ſurprized by this pretty ſport of men ; the 
houres would be aſhamed, that being the daughters ot the day, 
and light, they were painted with ſhaddowes. In the end ha- 
uing giuen full ſcope to his wit, he concludes, and ſayth: | pray 
you, {cad vs theſe rwo Dials ſo ſoone as you can, to the end you 
may be knowne by the tigures of your ſpirit in a Coũtty, where 
no man ſhall ſee the print ot your tootiteps . I would haue them 
vnderſtand, that our Senators heere, are as learned as Doctours 
that they may admire your inuentions , and eſteeme thern as 
dreames, ſo that being awakened, they may conſeſle they haue 
nothing comparable to vs, 

Caſuodorus amaſſed togeather all the ſtrength of his wit, 
when he was to diſpatch letters to Beerius in the behalfe of his 
King. Witneſſe thereof yet is, that other excellent Epiſtle of 
Muſicque, where we learne that our great King Clodewens ha- 


uing demanded a ſingular Player on the Lute of Theodoricke , 


who thenraigned in Italy, addreſſe was preſently made to Boe- 
tius to chooſe him, with a magnificent letter, which ſtill tetay- 
neth a notable teſtimony of his ability. 

Angelus Poluianus , who had throughly read him, holdeth 
opinion that there is nothing to be found more ſharp, then he in 
Legickę. more ſubtile in the Mathematikes, more rich in Philoſophy, 
nor more ſublime in T adding the iudgment of Albertus 
Magnus, and of S. Thomas, who haue comented vpon his works, 
and alluring vs, that his ſentences were all (as it were) without 
appeale. Laurencias Valla calleth him the laſt of the learned, ther- 
by willing to ſay, that all the glory of the excellent wits of an- 
tiquity was buried with him. 

But why go we about to ſearch out the teſtimonyes of Au- 
thours, fince we haue ſtill ſome of his true workes in our han- 
des, which are the mirrours wherein the wit of Boetius makes it 
ſelfe to be ſcene with more aduantage to all poſterity ? It may 
be ſayd, he had too much Philoſophy for a Srates-man, but the 
bird is not burdned with her feathers, no more the the tree with 
his Icaues, and lowres . What wrong hath he done to the Cirty 

of 
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of Rome, if when he ſaw himſclfe to be taken from the Com- 
mon wealth, and in tearmes where he would not aſſiſt it with 
his Counſels , he honoured it with the riches of his wit, char- 
ming the ſharpenes of troubles, with the ſweetnes of his rety- 
rement, and giuing an account to poſterity of the tyme, which 
he husbanded for it. a 


Sect. 8. His entrance into Gouernement of 
the State . 


Will willingly leaue all digreſſion to come to 
my proiect, and ſeeing the lite of Beet / us turni- 
ſherh vs, not with many petty matters, where» 
with ordinarily volumes are ſtuffed, when men 
deſire to diſtend them beyond their merit; I reſt 
on negotiations of Gouernment , which ſhew a 
man aſwell, as doth the needle the houres ypon a true clocke. 

Boct is happened in a tyme, which gaue him an admirable 
liſt to combat with firme footing againſt vices, the moſt applau- 
ded, and to place his vertues in the bright ſplendour of light, 
— holding them ſtill impriſoned within the ꝓrecincts of a li- 

rar y . - 

Behold heere a ſtrong aduerſary,that fortune put ypon him, 
which exerciſed his conſtancy in rough affaires, and cauſed 
him inthe end to paſle by the dine of ſword, ending a braue lite 
by a T ragedie very bloudy , not a whit abating his noble cou- 
rage. T his is a hiſtory which hath truly giuen occafio of much 
horrour to ſpirits the moſt ſtrong, and execration to mouthes 
the moſt innocent, to deteſt the tyr of a bubarous ſword, 
purpled with the bloud of an Honourable old man , by whoſe 
mouth all learning, and the beſt maximes of State aid! ſpeake » 

It is neceſſary (my Reader) well to deduce this narration, you 
firſt ynderſtand the humour, qualityes, fortune, beginning, pro- 
greſſe, and the end alſo of this Perſecutour. 

Vou muſt therefore vnderſtand, that the Citty of Reme, 
which counteth its age. and continued before the Caſari, ſeauen 
hundred yeares, and after Auguſtus who was the firſt Emperous 
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about ſiue hundred twenty three, and generally from the ſoũ- 
dation thereof, one thouſand two hundred twenty nine, was 
at that tyme inuolued in very great perplexities, the Empe- 
rours liuing there, the age ot lowre:, and driuing one another, 
as wauecs , to be broken againſt the rockes . 

One Nepos elected tothe Empire, choſe for his Conſtable 
a man called Oreftes, who ſought to take the Purple from his 
Maiſter, to giue it to his Sonne, and verily he cauſed him aloud 
to be ſaluted Ceſar, and ſet the Diademe on his head, ſurnaming 
him Auguitw, though after ward for contempt, tlie name of Augu- 
flulus was giuen vnto him. 

It is a fatall blow from the — of God, that the 
Empire of the Weſt, which begun by an 4uguitus, mult receaue 
end by an 4uguſtulus: as that of the Eaſt , having comenced vn- 
der Conſtantine the Great, concluded afterward in the perſon of 
Conflantinus Dragoſus, vanquiſhed by Mabomer . 

Nepos (ceing himſelfe betrayed, by him in whome he moſt 
confided, ſent for Odoacer King of the Heruli to his ayde, who 
like the Wolfe in the fable, reconciled the D Icke that worricd 
one another, by eating them . For he defeated theſe two conte- 
ſting Princes; and ſeeing himſelfe march in the faire fields of I- 
taly with ſword in hand, attended by ſtrong Legions, the great 
weakneſſe of the Empire, ſo many tymes oucrwhelmed by ci- 
uill warres, being vnable to oppoſe his defignes , he being en- 
treated to help a friend , payeth himſelfe by his owne handes, 
and makes himſelſe Maiſter of his poſſeſſions ; Experience euet 
teaching vs, that forraine Charities , haue fingers ſomewhat 
crooked to lay hold on that, which they make ſhew to ſuccour , 

The Emperour Zens, who raigned in Conflantinople vnder- 
ſtanding all this goodly buſines, diſpatcheth Theodoricke into the 
Weſt, to make head againſt this Vſurper: whether he had a pur - 
poſe to throw the apple of diſcord berween theſe two ſtragers, 
who in too neere a degree cloſely courted his eſtate, to make 
them deuoure one another, or whether that he cordially loued 
this man, and that to oblige him, not hurting himſelfe, he free- 
ly — him a matter deſperate; he armed, and ſupported him 
with gold, & ſtrenght, to rayſe him to that throne, hot having 
at that tyme any will thereunto. * 


This Theodericke was baſtard ſon bf Theodomiive King ofthe 
Gothes , borne ot a Concubine called 4urrhans. His father who 
ſought for land, which is euer eaſily found out for atombe, had 
much afflicted the Fafterne Empire, oft times making inrodes 
even to the gates of Conflantmeple; whereat Les the Emperour , 
who then raigned, being ſomewhat amazed, endeauoured ro 
giine him by ſome honeſt compoſition, which was done: & the 
more firmely to binde this accord, Thesdomire ſent his little ſonno 
Theodorickg , who wai\notaboureight, or nine — of age in 
holtage to Conſtantinople. The Emperour behoulding him to be 
of a good diſpoſition, and a braue courage, very heartily Joued 
him; and afterward Zeno, who ſucceeded both to the Empyre & 
affections of Le, his father. in · la, much eſteemed this yong 
man, who atriuing to maturity of age ſerued him moſt coura- 
giouſly in braue expeditions of warre againſt the Gepides , and 
Bulgarians, ſworne enemies of the Empire. 

This occaſion whereof we ſpeake being offered, Theodoricks 
flyeth like a Merlin to his prey, and leaving the Court of Cen- 
Mantinepte came into Italy attended by gallantrroopes to decide 
the matter of Empire, and life with Odearer, He being full of fire; 
handled his aduerſary very roughly , and defeated him in 
three battailes, making him forſake the field, and inforcing him 
to immure himſelfe in Razenna, where he beſieged him, for the 
ſpace of three yeares, reſolued either rofoole his head, in Italy, 
or encircle it with a Crowne at Rome. 

The father Theodomire be ing already deceaſed , his mother 
the faire Aurelians , who had raigned in aſſections, entertained 
an inſatiable deſire ro commaund ouer the moſt important part 
of the world,and being then in the field,ſhe ſpared notto excite 
the ſouldiers, and aduaunce a ſpurre of fyre very ſarre in to the 
hart of het Sonne: whereupon it is recounted that Odoucer after 
ſo long a ſiege, being reduced to an extreme ſcarcity ot victu- 
alls, and ſeeing he could not any longer ſubſiſt, reſolued to ſeeks 
In the hazard of armes , the remedy which he could not find in 
his languiſhment. He eſpyed a time, when the aſſaylants tired 
out , with ſo long a reſiſtance, ſeemed now to ſoften, ſo that by 
the benefit of a faire night he made a ſally with his whole army 
compoſed of people _— wolſes, and reſolued to conquer, 
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or dye in this laſt batte ll. Their ſally was ſo furious , and ynex- 
Red, that Theodoricks, who was otherwiſe a great Captaine, 
— the aſtoniſhment , and diſorder of his ſouldicrs , betooke 
himſelfe timely to flight, when this Aurehans his mother moo. 
ued with an ardent ambition, which gaue her courage aboue 
her (exe came before him, and taking him by the hand had con- 
fidence to ſay,My Sonne whither go you * you muit of ts things do one, 
eyther fight, or returne into the vue of your mother. Tou bane «6 farre 
I can perceine the enemy at your backe , and feare on your forebead; 
turne your bead againit the one, and you thall chaſe away the other: If 
you perſiit in this flight, I will rather make A wall of my body to tay you, 
then render my ſelfe 4 confederate of ſuch an Obloquie. 

It is a ſtrange thing, that the words of a woman were much 
ſtronger, then the ſound of trumpets, armes, flight, & the blacke 
apprehenſions of death . This young Prince changing his feare 
into a generous ſhame, ſpeedily rallyeth the troopes, that were 
beſt telolued, and haſteneth to fall vpon his enemy, with ſuch 
violence, that his ſouldiers ſeemed fo many flying Dragons, 
who handled their matter ſo well, that the valiant Odaacer, not- 
withſtanding his beſt endeauour was conſtrained to retire into 
Razenxs . Sometime after , ſeeing bis enemy was inuincible he 
cauſed himto be ſought vnto for peace, on ſuch condition , that 
they ſhould berweene them diuide the Kingdome of Italy, to 
which Theedericke , whether that he was wearyed out with ſo 
long a warte, or that he hoped the more eaſily to ioyne the 
skinne of the Foxe, to that of the Lyon, to this counterfeit peace, 
willingly conſented. The agreement ſigned, he entered into Ra- 
Kenn, and theſe Princes, who were both very braue ſouldiers, 
embraced before the face of two armies murually , preuenting 
each other with all mapner of courteſy. 

But oh, good God! what cyment was euer found able e· 
nough to entertaine ambition, and amity in one conſtant ſtate? 
and what world hath at any time bin wide enough to lodge too 
ambitious men without a quarrell.? Their conucifation too fre- 
quent firſt ſowed contempts, and inſolencies among ſoldiers of 
different nations,afterward iealoufly crept into the —. of the 
Captaines, and diſtruſt into the ſaules of the Soueraignes, who 
beheld , and obſerued one another , as expecting who ſhould 
firſt begin. 8 Theodo- 
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Theodoricke, Whether he ſought tor ſome pretext, which e- 

uet is loone enough found out, to colour the greateſt miſchieues, 

or wirether he vaderitood of a deſigne entended on the part of 

his enemy, he imagined the earth was not large inough to giue 
elbow-roome to hus ambition, whillt Odeacer ſhared the T trone 

with him; that there was but one Sunne neceſſary in heauen, 

& one King in a Countrey; that he. could not endure a Crowne 

made Creſcent · wiſe, but that it was very fit, he ſhould furniſh 

out the roundnelile of its circle; and for the reſt, chat man would 

ſooneſt be King, who firſt preuented his aduerſary. 

Hereupon he reſolued on a horrible aſſaſſinate: for feigning 

all friendſhip, and affection, he inuited Odoacer to a magnificent 

fealt, which he had prepared for him tobe the laſt of his life. It is 

a great matter, that there mult be a baite alwaies to ſurprize 

men, and birds, and that the greateſt diſaſters ordinarily happen 

in the (ports, and banquets, when ſenſuality predominateth, & 

realon is ecclipſed. 

his miſerable King of the Heruli, made it well appeare Procopi 

by his ouermuch confidence , that he had not ſo much mifchiefe ſay th 
in him, as was afterward imputed to his aſhes ; for he very ioy- that The- 
fully went to this banquet accompanyed with his ſonne, and all odericke 
the principall of his Kingdome, who walked a long with great — 
alacrity, hauing no other intention, but to make warre againſt | 
Aiſhes; and nothing leiſe then at that time to entertaine purpoſes rouſſ 

of bloud, and murthetr. The reſolution notwithſtanding is taken ſle him 
to make them all paſſe by the dint of ſword, in a place the moſt at a ban- 
delightful, where pleaſures ſeeme to make men as it were new - = _ 
ly borne. They entered into a great hall moſt magnificently 229% L 
furniſhed, and ſat downe at the table; there was no ſpeach in 3 4 c- 
the beginning , but of mirth, the ſpirit disbanded thinketh on I- 
nothing, but obiects of — inſtantly the ſignall was = io wn fo 
giuen, and the Gothes thre words purpoſely out to offend the So an ati 
moſt ſober patience ot the Heruls .. They anſwered agayne what cient ma. 
choller,and wine ſuggeſted: Theodoricke ſtood vp, and taking his nuſcript 
ſword flew Odoacer, with his owne hand; the reſt fell vpon his obſerver 
Sonne, and the Princes of the Kingdome. Neuer was there ſeene i found 
banquet of Centaures, and Lapitbes more vnfortunatl y expreſſed, br — 
Tables, & men were ouerwhelmed, wine ran mixe With bloud, Rome, 


he 
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the dreadfull eryes of the dying made thoſe tremble, who were 
farre inough out of danger , and'gaue matter of pitry , euen th 
—— tor all this not a man was ſparedʒthe bodyes man. 
led, and bloudy were caſt one vpon another, and the poore 
oules iſſued forth in the middit ot maſlacres, and ſurfersto yield 
an account in the Court- hall of Heauen. 

What hotrours of the Abyſle, and furyes of Oiuells ſee you 
heere? I would know wherher there be any beaſt in che world 
that had — — in one ſole body, the enraged hun · 
ger of wolues, the ſubtilty of foxes , the ſtrength of Lyons, the 
cruelty of T ygers and Panthers, the poiſon ot Baſiliſques, whe- 
ther it may be more dangerous to man, then Man himſelfe, 
when he is poſſeſſed with a miſchieuous ambition. 

Oh how happy would the lines of men be, were they not 
infected with theſe venemous paſſions, which transſorme rea- 
ſonable nature, into more hideous monſters, then thoſe, which 
Poets haue ſet ouer the gates of Hell. We ſhall ſee in the ſo- 
quele of this hiſtory, how wickednefſe never eſcapeth the eye 
of God, and that if he come with tcere of lead to chaſtiſe ir, be 
notwithſtanding hath an arme of iron, to cut yp treackeries by 
the roote. 

This murther diuulged, the Berali tooke armes to re 
their Pfince, but the Centinells diſpoſed in many places of t 
— » hewed thoſe in pieces, who ſhe wed themſelues moſt for 
War 1 , / 4 . 

Theodoricłę made a declaration very ample, wherein he ex- 
preſſed, that that which cauſed him to reſolue on ſuch an action, 
was nothing but the ſecurity ot his perſon, againſt which Odos- 
ter had a molt euident deſigne, which would inſtantly haue ap- 
peared in the depriuation of his life,and eſtate , had he not with 
all diligence prouentad his enemy. That he did, what the law 
of nature ordeined in ſo manifeſt a danger, bur that he will 
hence forward witneſſe all manner of clemency to ſuch, as 
would throw themſelues into his armes, indifferently ſtretched 
out to accept the gbegience of albrhe world. 

The great diſtaiteuery one had at that time of warre , the 
little hops the maſt mutinous conceived to revenge their quar- 
rells , and the authority oi Zeno, the Eafterns- Bmpetour, — 

ceaſe 
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ceaſed not to ſupport Theodoricke,cauled a great ſilence in armes, 
and affoarded full liberty to this ambitious King of the Gothes, 
to become Maiſter of Italy. 

As for the reſt, he ſeeing Rome was then (as it were) like a 
great oake ouerthrowne, where euery one haſteneth on all tides 
to get the ſpoile, and that the French, Viſigothes, and Burgundians 
might aſpire , as he, tothe conqueſt of Italy; he made alliances 
wich all choſe Princes, and eſpecially with Clodoxew , Who at 
that time reigned, whoſe ſiſter he tooke in marriage. Beſides. 
the Emperour Zeno, that had euer vpheld him, happening to 
dyczas Anaſtaſius his ſucceſſour made ſhew to cauſe an alteration 
in affaires, and would render himſclte abſolute in the weſt, this 
man knew ſo well, how to play his part; that he diverted his 
ambitions another way. 

There is alſo a letter to be found in Ceftodorw which he 
wrote to this Anaſtaſiu, deputing a ſolemne Embaſſadge to him 
for the obtaining ot peace, where among other things he ſaith; 
That it is good reaſon , they should ſecke for peace, who haue no cauſe to 
make warre and that the man wadeth farre into wrong , who giueth no 
teſtimony of any diſpoſition io receius conditions ſuteable to iuſtice. A for 
bimſelfe be acknowledged the Emperour, 4s the prime dignity raiſed aboue 
all other Kingdomes , and to be the ſupport of the whole world, and that 
one of the greateſt fauours from God, ich be hath at any time receiued, 
Was ts haue learned in the Court of Conit antinople , bow he ought to 
gouerne the Romans. That be know es the authority of the Emperour is the 
only modell of all the policy in the world, & that ſo, much God bath 
exalted hum aboue other Princes, ſo much would be humble bumſelfe ynder 
this Monarch, from whome he re quireth moſt gloriew amity, that he may 
heereafter apply lumſelſe to all that , which may appertaine to his bonour 
and ſeruice. 

The Emperour Anaiaſiws, who according to the humors of 
his turbulent ſpirit , cut himſelfe worke inough out in the Eaſt , 
not going to {ceke for it in the Welt, ſeeing that he ſer himſelte, 
into the conditions of a ſuppliant, when his fortune might alrca- 
dy putinto his mouch words armed for commaund, ſuffered him 
to gnaw his bone in ſecure peace. The Romans conſidering , 
that beſides force of armes he had the conſent of two Emperours 
of the Eaſt, willingly recciued him vnder hope they had to ſeg 
Iii ſome 
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ſome tranquility ſucceed after ſo many ſtormes, which had af- 
flicted their ſtare. 

Behold how from a Knight of fortune, he arriued to the dig- 
nity of an Emperour: he being notwithſtanding ieſolued neuer 
to take vpon him the Title of Emperour, —— himſelfe 
with the name of King, thereby to decline the icalouly of thoſe 
who were very capable of it. He that would conſi der the qua- 
lities of his perſon , which contributed to enthrone him in a 
place ſo eminent, ſhall find that beſides military vertue, he had 
other parts very worthy to gouerne , were it not that his ſpirir 
was drenched both in humane policy, and long proſperities, 
which ſerued as diſloyall nurſes to finne. 

It ſeemeth that Sidomus Apollinars had ſtudied him, and ſum- 
med him vp euen to the haires of his head, when in the ſecond 
Epiſtle of his firſt booke, he ſo curioully deſcribeth him, & ſaith 
among other things : He had a body exceedingly well propor- 
tioned, the top of his head well circled,his eye- — thicke, 
his haire long, his noſe hooked, his lipps ſoft, his teeth of iuory, 
his complexion white mingled with vermilion, which quickly 
bluſhed; more ſhamefaſtnes then choller, his body very comely, 
his armes ſtrong , his hands ſlender, his breaſt full, his legge 
plumpe, his feere {mall to ſupport a great body, 

He addeth , that concerning his manners, he ordinarily 
prayed before breake of day in the preſence of his Biſhops, who 
were Arians without noiſe , or attendance, and that atterward, 
he applyed himſelſe to affaires, and gaue audience to Embaſ- 
ſages , and petitions, where he heard much, and ſpake little, e- 
uer ſhewing himſelfe very retentiue in reſolutions , and moſt 
prompt in the expedition of that, which he had reſolued on. 
From thence he went to ſuruey his Arſenall, his Magazins, his 
ſtables, and his treaſures; ot he went on hunting, being natu- 
rally ſo dexterous in ſhooting, that infallibly he would not 
miſſe the marke. Afrer exerciſes he tooke his repaſt; where he 
loued to be entertained with ſerious things, & as for that which 
concerned his table, there might be ſeene (ſaith he) the natiue · 
neße of Grecians , the plenty of French, the promptneſſe of Italiam, 
& 4 diſcipline truly Reyall. It after dinner he played ar dice, his cu- 
ſtome was to be ſilent when he wonne, to laugh when he loſt, 
and 
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and neuer to be angty, but rather to take occaſion to ſpeake 
ſome good words; and euer handled dice, as manly as atmes. 
For the reſt, he was ſo good a gameſter, that not diſquteting him - 
ſelte at all, he — to ſee his ſubieRs in humor againſt him, 
and ſo deſpoyled himſelfe in game ol afteced grauity, that he 
ſcemed to haue no other teate, but to be feared, It did him good, 
then to be asked ſome fauour, and ſuch a one oftentimes Joſt in 
game with him, who wonne his ſuite. 

About three of the clocke the burthen of affaires of the 
Kingdome had their turne, wherein he rendered himſelſe, very 
ſerious, till the time of ſupper. 


Ennodjus in his Panigyricke ſaith , that he honoured the [ndanew- 
royall purple with the rayes of his countenance, and that there 


was not in the world a habit ſo beautifull, which he made not 
more luſtrous by wearing it on his body : that his eyes had the 
ſerenity of che ſpring, and that his hands were worthy to giue 
death to rebells, and matter of yowes to his ſubiects: That all 
which Diadems performed in the perſon of other Emperours , 
Nature had done in him; and that nothing in him was wanting 
but an heire : for the truth is, he dyed, not leauing any Sonne 
to ſucceed him. 

(Reader) I haue bin willing to preſent ynto you ſuccinAly 
the great reuolution of the Empire into which our Bectius fell; 
and the qualities of his perſecutour, who degeneratedafterward 
into ſo much barbariſme. Bur let vs now d. what he did 
by the Counſell of our great Berti in the manage of his King» 
dome; tothe end you may haue ſoe much the more horrour of 
his wicked ingratitude, who flew this holy man; that was as 
the intelligence, and Angell Guardian of his ſtate. 
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Se. 9. Theentrance of Theodoricke into Rome, 
and his happy gouernment by the Counſell of Bo- 
etius. 


HE O DO RICK E hauing pacifyed the Citty of 
Rauenna, and made himſelte Maiſter of the moſt 
important places of his Kingdome, went to Rome 
with the moſt flouriſhing troopes ot Italy, Where 
i4 he was receiued in the manner of ancient Tri- 
umphes; which exceedingly pleaſed the people, who at that 
time reſembled the earth, which ariſeth from the ſnowes of 
winter, as from a tombe to become yong againe with the ſweet 
breath of the ſpring. 

So many yeares were ſliptaway wherin they had not ſeene 
any thing but diviſions, troubles, famine and bloud; when this 
Prince came to appeare vpon the triumphant Chariot, with his 
golden armes which gaue him a meruaylous Maieſty , beſides 
the graces he had from the Nature, they thought they beheld a 
ſtarre newly deſcended from heauen, & followed him with in- 
figite acclamations in witneſſe of affe ion. 4 
Hie being alighted at the pallace, Boetim, who was the prin» 
cipall man of the world in nobility, wit, & learning was choſe 
out from all the Senate to make him an Oration: In which be- 
ing then in full yigour ofeloqueace , he moſt diuinely acquired 
himſelfe. Itis a great loſſe, that poſterity hath not preſerued ſo 
brave a monument of this rare ſpirit toenchaſe it now preſently 
in this wor ke. From thence the King paſſed to the Cirque, 
which was a large lace appointed for Iouſtes, & Tournamẽts, 
and ſtaying himſelte at a place called the Palme of gold, he cau- 
ſed his throne to be magnificently ſeated in a place very high 
raiſed, and round abour him benches for the Senators, who ap- 
peafegall of them cloathed with robes of their order. 

There he made an oration full of ſweetnes, in preſence of 
all the people, whereby he declared that he had a purpoſe to re- 
uiue the ancient magnificence of Rome, & to haue a vehement 
deſire to conforme himſelfe to the faſhions of thoſe Emperours, 
Who 


The States. man. 419 
who had bin the moſt zealous for the weale publicke : which 
made the whole world conceiue moſt excellent hopes of his 
gouernment. : 

All the Citty was then in pompe like to a noble Lady, who 
hauing laid a fide ſorrow ſuddenly appeareth in the brauery of 
a bright habit. Neuer day ſeemed to ſhine more reſplendently 
to an attlicted people. It was in the ſame time that S. Fulgeniiu 
coming from Africke to Rome after he had viſited the Churches 
of the Martyrs, he paſſed a long by the Cirque at the inſtant, 
that all theſe gallant ceremonies were performed , where he 
he was ſo rauiſhed beholding the Maieſty of the Emperour,the 
glory of his Senate, the luſtre of his nobility , the magnificence 
of the place, and the throng of innumerable people, that he 
cryed out. Oh bow beautifull is Ieruſalem the celeſtiall, ſince Rome the 
terreſtriall at this day appeareth wuh ſuch ſplendour? Good God! if you al- 
law ſo much honour on earth, to thoſe, who follow yanity,what glory will 
you giue in heauen to your Saints, who shall behold yernty ? 

The ceremony being ended, the King enterteined all the 
Senate in a feaſt worthy of his greatnes , — diſtributed libera- 
lities to the people, which ſeemed to renew the face of auncient 
Rome. He diſpoſed himſelfe preſently to viſit all the places of 
the Citty, to know the condition of his Senators; to informe 
himſclte of the humour of the people; ro obſetue the ſtate of af- 
faires, and to conſtitute the gouernement. 

It is moſt certaine he was indowed with a naturall wit 
ood inough, but he had withall ſo little experience in ciuill aſ- 
ires, that he had much adoe to ſigne ordinary diſpatches. 

Behold the cauſe why a nameleſſe Authour , who wrote 


his life in a very low ſtile, Witneſſeth, that as he vſually figned 2 
with foure letters, he cauſed them to be cut in copper, and clap- eus vn. 


ping them on the paper he fetched the draught of his pen round 
about, to ſerue, as a modell, to the end that by this meanes, he 
mi ght giue ſome what the better forme to his writing. This 
want of experience, cauſed him to tye himſelſe conſtantly to 


two great States- men, whereof the firſt was our Boetius, whom Iden au- 
he made Maiſter of Offices, and Superintendent of his houſe, in thor 1eflg» 
ſuch ſort, that all paſſed by his Counſell: the other was Caſ- 


fderw , whome he made vic of, as ofa moſt able, and fairhfull 
I ii 3 Secretary 
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Secretary to dictate all the Letters, & proceeding of the King- 
dome. 

Boetiu, whom he in the beginning loued as the apple of his 
eye, and honoured as his father, gaue him the tormes , and ma- 
ximes of all that excellent policy, which we behold fo reſplen- 
dent in his gouernment. I will heere couch ſome of chem, that 
Politicians may ſee the happyneſle , which commonly waiteth 
on States, that are guided by the wayes of conſcience. 

The firit maxime was, that King Theodoricke , — A- 
rian ſhould not only abſtaine from perſecuting , and alllicting 
the Catholicke Church in any kind whatſocuer , eyther of 
himſelfe , or by any of his; but on the coutrary ſhould cheriſh, 
honour, protect, and maintaine it withall the extent of his au- 
thority; becauſe the experience of ages had made it appeare, 
that 4 who were intereſſed in the perplexities of religions 
contrary to the Catholike, had proſpered very ill: and that not 
going any further, the deportments ofthe Emperour Anaſtaſim, 
who then reigned in Conſtantinople made it manifeſt inough, 
fince he had inuolued himſelſe in the hatred of the Clergy, and 
people, to ſupport with paſſion certaine nouelties: and how on 
the contrary , ordinary practiſe had diſcouered, that all Mo- 
narchs, who had entertained good correſpondence, and reſpeR 
with Eccleſiaſtiques, were euer more honoured in their go- 
uernment, and much happier in the ſucceſſe of their affayres. 

Theodoricke ſo well obſerued this maxime, that ro witneſſe 
the zeale he bare to our Religion , he cauſed the head of one of 
his officers to be cut off, who hauing bin bred in the Catholike 
Church, became an Arian thinking by this meanes to be aduan- 
ced into the good fauour of his Maiſter. But this braue King. 

My friend (faith he) ſince you haue bin diſloyall to God, I can neuer 
thinke thou wilt be faitbfull to thy Prince. Thou shalt wah away with 
thy bloud the ain of thy treachery , to teach poſteruy, that you muſt 
not mingle the intereſts of God, with the propbane pretenſe: of your for- 
tunes. 

He ſhewes himſelſe very zealous to preſerue peace in the 
Church in a moſt dangerous ſchiſme raiſed in his time. For 
Pope anaſtaſiu being deceaſed, and they proceeding lawfully 
to the election of Sacha. there was a Senaiout of an vnquiet 


ſpirit, 
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ſpirit, who defirous to make a Pope, at the deuotion of the Em- 
tour of Conſtantinoble , ſo to countenance his extrauagancies z 
Landed aultar againſt aultar , & cauſed an Antipope to be cho- 
ſen, named I aurentiw, which rent both Senate, and Cleargy 
into great partialities. But Theodorick, very ſpeedily quenched 
the fire, and being well informed of the buſines, ſeeing Symma- 
chus was firſt elected, and ſupported by the ſoundeſt part, he 
mantained him with a ſtrong hand againſt all the enterprizes 
of aduerſaries , who durſt not in the end refiſt his authority, 

Beſides hauing publiſhed an edi againſt the fauourers of 
the Heruli; who perplexed the Prouince of Genoa and Millan 
whither they were retired; That fell out to be the cauſe of 
very many miſeries and teares among the poore people; who 
hauing no ſupport ſo helpfull vnto them as the Biſhops , threw 
themſelues into the armes of Epipbanes, & L aurentizs both great 
Saints, and great Prelates, the one of Pais, the other of Millan, 
Epiphanes vndertooke toſpeake, and ſaid to the King: Sr, 

Should I beere rec ben vp all the fauours which you baue receaued 
from God, | might make you appeare more ſparing in your deſires , then 
be hath benne in bis liberalities; ſince you haue askgd nothing of beauen 
winch bath not euer ſur mounted your yowes and hopes. 

But not to ſpeake at this time of to many prodigies, is it not „ 
a Very great wonder to ſee you do iuſtice inthe throne of your 
enemy, and to behold ys pleading the cauſe of your ſeruants, ?? 
with ſuch a confidece, in a place, which the terror of armes had 55 
heretofore rendred ſo dreadfull ? 

Syr, it is the Sauiour of the world, who hath giuen into 
your hand this people, which hath charged ys with their re- 5» 
queſtes . Take good heed , how you offend him by ill vſing the, 

uift he hath afforded you. Know how an inviſible wer back l 
ed you by the hand into ſo many encounters, and batte ls, that »» 
the aire, raine, and ſeaſons haue fauoured your ſtandarts, as if , 
they had byn to you engaged . Now is the time you muſt ack- 
nowledge ſo many benefits by your piety , not deſpiſing the 2? 
teares of the aiflicted, which are the ſacrifices of ſuppliants. The „ 
examples of your predeceſſours who haue byn caſt out of the 
throne for their iniquity , ſhew , you cannot eſtabliſh it, butin ?? 
your veritues » 43 
Vpon 
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V pon this conſideration your Countrey proſtrate at your 
feet, moſt humbly beggeth, you would be plealed to ſweeten 
the rigour of your lawes, not only by doing good to the inno- 
cent, but in pardoning alſo the culpable- For very little would 
our clemency be, it we did only abſtaine to ſtrike thoſe, who 
haue giuen offence to none, not conſidering that merty is not 
made tor any, but the miſerable. In reuenging your iniuries ; 
you ſhall do like men of the earth, and by pardoning ſhate in 
glory, with that great Monarch of heauen , who daily maketh 
his Sunne to ſhine on criminall heades, aſwell as the moſt in- 
nocent 

The King made a moſt curteous anſwere , ſaying: There 
was no reaſon that earthly powers ſhould reſiſt the prayers of 
Biſhops who made heauen propitious : and that he remitted to 
all in generall the puniſhments of death, ordeined by lawes ; 
but in ſo much that the vicer muſt be purged leaſt by ſhewing 
himſelfe too indulgent to vices, he might make them paſſe, into 
example for poſterity, the conſideration ot his (tare required the 
Authors of ſedition ſhould be remoued, to the end their pre- 
ſence might not foment the euill. The reply was found very 
reaſonable, and letters of grace inſtantly diſpatched by Vrbicw, 
who was one of the chicteſt offices in the Court for expediti- 
ons . 

He ſatisfied not himſelfe with this fauour : but calling 
the good Biſhop into his cabinet, hauing highly commended 
him , ſent him among the Gaules , to redeeme the Italian 
——— there, by reaſon the Burgundians in certaine incurſions 

ad taken away very many : and others euerwhelmed with 
the miſeries, Which proceed from ciuill warres, were vo- 
luntarily ſtept a fide . I he King gaue cõmiſſion to the biſhops 
to rally them to their troopes, liberally defraying the charges 
that were neceſſary. 

There is alſo found one amongſt his letters, addreſſed to 
Count Adela, wherein he witneſſeth, that though he had a 
great deſire to preſerue all his people in full peace, and repoſe, 
becauſe the glory of a Prince conſiſteth in the tranquility of his 
ſubiects : yet that he principally intended the Churches ſhould 
enioy this fauour, ſince in obliging them the mercies , and 
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bleſſings of God were drawne on his kingdome : and putſuing 


this couile he commaunded Duke ids, to cauſe all the Eccſe a- 
ſticall poſſeſſions to be reſtored , which ſome had vſurped in 
Langucdec, atter the death of Alariche. Behold the good founda- 
tions of piety , which he laied by the Counſell of Beetins, 


The ſecond Maxime was to bend all his indeauours ,and 


ar the burthens otthe 


ſtancy 


imploy his beſt thoughts for the comfort of the people, becauſe 
there is not any way more powerfull, ro gaine the hearts of all 
the world, then by ſweetning the ſharpnes of the times preſent, 
paſled. We haue tleene(ſaid he) by expe- 
rience , that thoſe who are defirous to poſſeſſe gold, withour er, 
the loue of the people haue bine very vnſafe; that Kings differ j . ep» 
not at all from other men, but in being powertull ro do good, 36. 

and that the comon ſort meaſure their greatneſſe, only by their 
bounty:that is it, which heeretofore made the Gods of of Genti- 
les, and which maintaineth Monarchres on the firme rocke of co- 


Theodoric łę imbraced this care moſt particulerly , for he 


punRually enquired after he loſſes of his poore ſubiects , and if 
he found any moleſted by the paſſage of ſome troopes , or other 
like, he releaſed them of taxes, and ordina 
may yet be ſeene in his letters, and namely in one, which he 
wrotto Preſident Fauflw, wherein he commaunded him to 
hold his hand in this buſines, Becauſe ( ſaith he) 4 body euer 
burthe ned, finketh the ground , and that it were better to deſpiſe a ſlight 
gaine , then to deprive bimſelfe of pretious commodities , recemed fri the 
loue of ſubiefs . The riuer, which glideth a long ( ſaid he) though it do 
no ot her ſþoile, ſtill worketh out bu channell ; ſo companies of ſonldiers , 
which,paſſe through townes , and villages, though military diſcipline be 
there olſerued. fasle not to bring thither with them much damage, & ther- 
fore it was his ple 
onercharged . 

For che ſame reafon,he appointed fifte 
of almes to be delivered to the venerable Biſhop S. Sexerins, 
to diſltibute them among the peaſants, which he knew had bin 
yexcd, with the harbourring of cerraing warltke co 


ſubfidies - as it 


«ſure , the places should be recompenced. winch had bin 


ene b6dred crownes 


antes ; 


Verily, as it is no ſmall temerity in parriculer men, Who have 


neither any charge nor knowledge of affaires,to argue great ms 
K kk 


vpon 
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ypon tributes, and the husbanding of their treaſures; ſo would 
it be a neglect to conceale from them vpon occaſions the mede. 
ration they ought to vie heerein, ſiuce it is fo exactly recommẽ- 
ded inthe law of God, and publiſhed in all hiſtories. 

Ita ſtranger raiſed from the bottome of barbariſme, ſhewed 
bi mſelt ſo religious in matters of lubſidies towards me, whome 
his armes hat newly made tributary ; Princes and Lords of 
Chriſtendome haue good cauſe ro confider what they owe to 
a people which is giuen to them, as to Fathers, and prote org 
obthe publique. I here is no doubt, but the exot butaticies com- 
mitted in ſuch like affaires, are molt important charges of con- 
ſcience , which much clogge a ſoule in the agonies of death, & 
in the dreadfull iudgment of almighty God. 

There is alſo to be ſeene an Edict of the fame Prince where 
hauing vnder{tood, how that in the pay ment of Taxes, the 
rich made the heauieſt part of the hurthen to fall vpõ the ſhoul- 
ders of the meaner , and that the vndertakers of this buſines, ill 
behaued themſelues therein; he dete ſteth all theſe abuſes, 28 
iniuries done to his owne perſon, and gauefull liberty to thoſe 
who had bene wronged to complaine to him, that ſuch order 
might be taken, as he ſhould iudge reaſonable. T his manner of 
proceeding made him ſo beloued, that other Princes hauing pal- 
{ed away like dreames of one night, he reigned _ yeares 
in a molt ſupereminent degree of reſpect, whick thoſe, euen 
of the religion contrary to his owne, bare him. 

The third Maxime giuen him by Beetice was to make him- 
ſelfe molt exact in the exerciſe of juſtice , becauſe it is the baſis 
of thrones, and the ſpirit which animateth all gouernement: & 
he ſo deepely impreſſed this in his heart, that the defire he had 
to render euety one What was his, was changed in him to a 
molt ardent thirſt, and a continuall hunger. e fete ted out the 
moſt vntainted, and vncorrupted gouernours he could find, & 
ſpake t heſe words vnto them reſated by Caſſoderw. 

Vſe the matters ſo, that Tudges of Proninces may bee very careful 
in the ol ſeruation of lawes; that Tribunals ſpare not to tbunder ont ſen · 
tences againſt ill munnersgthat thienes, may frare the gates of your palla- 
e1; That the adulteter may tremble before a chaſt Officer, that 
the forger may feele hortor at the voice of a Herauld , & that all 


Crimes 
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crimes may be banithed fr6 our territory: that no man oppreſſe , 
the poore ; that perſecutors be apprehended , and purſued , as 
dilturbzrs of publique crepole . You thall makeagenerall peace ?? 
when you haue beaten downe , the authots at mictictes:which 5 
are committed; that Captaines conteyne their fouldiers in all * 
mãner of Aiſcipiine, in ſuch lort that the labourer, the merchãt, Cg 
the ſailer, & the artificer may vnderitand armes are not made, ve. 1 l. 
but for their defence. 4 will not likewiſe that my nee ſt- allies mib pre- 
be pardoned in any caſe of lultice; ſince I haue taken the gem. fri« cw 
mon wealth into my charge, | haue deſpoited my ſeite ot my n en 
proper intereſts . I Wich well to mine, but in the generaliry; P97 quam 
Purſuing theſe maximes I will recount an admirabie'paſs — 
ſage which he among others did to make his Juſtice remarks —— 4 
ble. A Reman lady leſt widow by te death of her husband; hag 4 Opre 
loſt a ſon borne vf this mariage who y wasdecrttly flolne from mes bene, 
her, and in ſetuitude bred vp inatotherProuiace. (This chitdl /e q 
owne vpa youge man, receined notice from a good hand, poſit effe 
that he was of ſtee extractlon, and ſonne of a ofe name more. 
was giuen him, ber aboad; and all circumſtances, which tauſed Nen 
him co e Rome wirlvinkentiotoumake him 5e. 
felfe knowne vnto her. He came dixectly to is rer, WH I x 
was much perplexed with eettaine louo- affaires, hating'be- gener 
throthed her ſelfe to a mam, that often promiſed her Laurentug 
yet neuer accompliſhed the matter. This loner thenablerg, and Joe. 
'dereinedby vtgent affaires very farre from Rome , the tady had 
the ſpace of aboli thitty daies free j Wherezn lept this yum 
mati in her houſe ackno wledging him und parrieulerly a- 
ing him fot her Sonne, throughly cõuinced by euident tos, 
ſo that then, her charity was ſo great towards him, that ſhe 
ceaſed not to weepe tor ioy im the recouery of her loſſo . 
Thethimy dayes expired , the loues wiurned, aud fein 
this gueſt newly, come to her hötfſe denaundeth of tlie Lad 
hat mam he was, and from w hence he came : (he freety 
wered, he was her Sonne. He, whethermooued by jealouſy 
thinking this might be, but a colour. that prereniding the mar- 
riage he Widow he Wald not haue 4 cof children, 
rare Nr d thildfromtrer 


netiet fhont{ h have Arrydbue in bis affections T he 
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vnhappy creature ſurprized-with loue, to ſerue his paſſion, re- 
nounceth her owe entrailes, and readily baniſheth from her 
'" houſe this Sonne, ouer whom ſhe had ſhed ſo many teares, 
The yong man ſeeing himſelfe, as berweene the hammer, 
and the anuill, info great aneceſſity of his affay res, haſteneth to 
require iuſtice of the King, who molt willingly heard him, and 
commaunded the Lady ſhould be brought betore him to be con- 
fronted. with him ſhe ſtoutly denyed all the pretenſions of this 
yong ma, ſaying: Heu au umeſtour, and vngrateſull, who not con- 
tent ing lum ſelfe to haue rer tau ed the charities of a poore creature in ber 
bouſe , necdes would challenge the inberttance of children. Ihe Sonne 
on the other de wept bitterly , and gaue aflurance the had ac- 
: | knowledged him for her oe, very Iiuely iepreſenting all the 
moofes, which paſſion, and intareſl put into bis mouth. 
„ 4 4 100 ht Kingfannded all paſſages to enten into the heart of the 
\-z + ab dbe Ly, ubedbhermhether ſhe were hot reſolued to mar- 
ry agalne; ſheauſwered it ſhe met with a man ſuteable to her, 
he would do hat God Gould iuſpire her. The King replyed, 
bcholdimhgerrsaſines you haue lodged this gueſt thuty dayes 
„ uin yeiulthouſe, andbdub acknowledged him ſo treely,, What is 
te sapſe why youmaywor marry, hi The Lady anſwered 
++ -.--— behaGnot any: meancs, Which euer is neceſſary for houſhould 
«\' + » ., £xpence; And to what may your ſtate truly amount, ſaith the 
„ King be Lady zeplyed ſhe was very well worth a thouſand 
KIdWBES 3.W bick was a great riches in that time., Well (ſayth 
'Fheedariikg )-bi will: gius a5 much to this. i tor his mar- 
-iages on this condition, that you ſhall eſpouſe him. She much 
amazed began to waxe pale, bluſh, tremble, and to ſhe w all the 
couutenances oſa perplexed woman, who ſought to excuſe her- 
ſelte, hut faltered in her ſpeach: the King yer. to afftight her 
more, (more. «the thapld aiarry, him preſcnily ; pr tell 
. al impediment. The poorewoman co ned 
bye tbe voice of Nature, which cryed in her heart, and iauing 
hortour ofthe crime propoſed ynto het, caſt herſelfe at the feet 
of the Kings with much proiuſion of-teares;confelling hex loues, 
diſimulstien, and miſhzp- Thengthis Sa de taking the 
nigga hi. Are not gone L hl CD 
urat Und for 8 aillane rs 19% 4G you. 7205 
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douſe , forſake theſe fond aſſedliaus, and line in the conditions of a g ood 
window , taking vnte you ſuch ſuppert from your Sonne, 45 he by nature 
ought to affoard you. I leaue to relate a tingular example, vpon 
the ſame lubiect, which i drew trom the Chronicles of Alex an- 
dria, and cited in the third booke, and one andtwentith Secti- 
on of my firſt Tome. 

The tourth Maxime, which Theedoricke receiued from our 
oracle, was to place in offices deſeruing men, and to ground his 
fate pon rewardes, and puniſhments, which the auncient De- 
mocrit i ſaid , were the Diuinities of Commonwealthes, 

Ihe King laied this Counſell vp in his heart, and preſent- 
ly made Boctiu Superintendent of offices, and dignities, to the 
end his iudgment might be as the character of the excellent 
qualities of ſuch as, ſhould haue principall Cõmiſſions. There 
was no ſpeach at all eyther of fauour , fleſh, blood, or nation; 
all rewards were for men of iudgment, and vertue: when any 
one was deſigned for ſome Othce, long and ſerious inquiry was 
made of his condition, which being throughly knowne , the 
King gaue approbution of him, by writing to the Senate, or 
forgot not to put 1 account, all his ſeruices, and laudable acti- 
ons » £9 the end the ſincerity of his. proceedings. might be 
knowne, and that he might caſt a double luſtre ypon him, who 
rece iued ſo great a benefit from his hands. * 

We may behold the practiſe heereot in man letters, which 
are to be found ypon this ſubiect, and namely in the aduance- 
ment of Caftgderws to the digdity of a Patriciu, where the Ki 
writing vnto him letters Bl of reſpect, makes a nartation 4 
his life and functions, wherein he had very well ſerued his Ma- 
ielty ; and then ſaith vnto him, Enioy now the recompence of your 
trauell, and doubly takes the intereſts „ which you haue contemned 
for the publique, ſor there are nogiches moge. glorious, then ta 
(as ous vettues crowned both by the teſtimomy of the Prince, 
and. by the praiſes which proceed from the mouth of all the 
world. Ir is a great happĩneſſe to oblige a King to confeſle, that 
ue by his merit, which he grants him by 

AY, os eng) fs BLU * 
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te w yeares the Court was repleniſhed with perſons qualifyed 
with parts of ſcience, and conſcience, which are the to ſources 
of good affayres. 

The fifth Maxime, was the good husbanding of treaſures, 
which, are not only the tnewes, dut the ſoule, bloud, & life of 
the people. 

it muſt be confeſſed, that the States of the world are ſubiect 
to great maladies: one while there is a drovyſines in affaires, that 
is the lethargy:ſometimes a humour pe&ant, and maligne tom 
poſed of paſhons, & errouts, which beſiege the rhderitandimg; 
that is the epilepſy: ſometimes obſtacles, which hinder the light 
of good counſell, and they are Cataracts, which grow ypon 
eyes: ſometimes obdurations againſt good aduiſe, that is hard- 
nes in the cares: ſometimes a malicious ſitence of ttuth, that is 
the Sqmaney: ſometimes oppreſſions, that is Hortnes of bteath: 
ſometimes want of courage, & thoſe are the euilli of the Heart: 
ſometimes there is raiſed an Exorbirant auarice, that is the Buli- 
my or dogge-hunger : ſometimes coldnes , and remiſnes to vn- 


locke cofers for neceſſary vſes, chat is the powr in the hand: 
cafions, and that 


ſometimes negligences opporcutelytor 

is the gowrin the fete: ſometi ybitions; atid enra- 

gedauarice, atrdthey arefeauers: ſo me bone obſerue 

malignities and inteſtine warres, which may be called the ſtone, 
( aponies , tearmed 


and ——— ue onde monte 

di ſſenteries: i great tr of nahners , thut is rhe 
Cachochimy : ſometimes ſuddaint᷑ diftatbances; they are Eyſe- 
pelier: ſometimes ſtenches of hidden crime?; atid that is an Me- 


Sion of the Noſe which the Grrciam call Lozens : ſometymes 


there are diſcouered ſpots of impitty, that is the Leproſy: ſome- 
times an impotency in all the me s, that is the : ſome- 
tinies a faintnes ouèr all the vicall parts, that is the Ptificke;* " 
Neuer ſhould he haue doe who wotffdReep am 'actompt 
of all rhe maladies, which are euet dangerotit im tfeir ſoutces, & 
mortall in their iſſues: but this Ptiſicke, which dryet vp the bo- 
dy , and maketh of atiuing mam a kind ef ſpectre, or anatomy, 


is none of the leaſt accidets: & this happeneth to apy 
the UM mannage of treaſures, coptary th the es 
Facred prfon & Rings. Tt is it, u 11 


mutine, 
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mutine, which oſfendeth the great, and giueth matter of indig- 
nation to the moſt reaſonable, and of murmur to all the world : 
whiles the one account in ſubſtance the gold, and filuer which 
they have purloyned , and the other reckon in daa that which 
is ſpent, entertaining their thoughts with the defre of a thing a 
farre off, as if one would warme himſclte with the memory of 
fire . 

T his is it, which bringeth contempt of a commonwealth a- 
broad, weakenesat home, and miſery on all fides : which ma- 
keth a people hungry, and a Priace neceſſitous in his ow ne 
houſe. I he eſſects of this diſeaſe are better knowne,then the re- 
medies thereof practized : tor there are ordinarily in all States 
many reformers, who haue yerily notable deſignes ypon trea- 
ſures; but there is the like vſe made of them, as of Tooth-picks 
before dinner. ; 

Money is of the Sect of [nuifibles, no man knowes what be- 
comes of it in ſo many hands; thoſe who abuſe it haue ſome 
kinde of iugling trickes, which dazell eyes, whilſt they till their 
purſes. It ĩs a goodly — » as that which is called the Aﬀedill , 
or Scepter-royall, which breeds bad little wormes, that gnaw 
all the ſubſtance thereof, and hide themſelues vnder the leaues, 
till ſuch ryme that getting wings, they become butterflyes, all 
ſpeckled ouer with flowers, and braue it ouer men in the aire, 
whome they durſt not behold vpon the earth. 

The ſtate of Great ones is allo an admirable tree, but it of- 
tentimes couereth vnder its faire verdure, colour, and beauty. 
men which gnaw like wormes, and who frame themſelues 
wings, all enameled with glory at the charge of the publike, to 
take their flight ouer the heads of ſo many mortalls, whom they 
lookeypon with a ſcornefull eye , as if they had no further me- 
mory ot the earth, which bare them. 

A Prince cannot more oblige his ſtate, then to haue an eye 
open to all theſe diſorders, and to make his money diſtill like 
oudthrough all the yeines of the body, reſeruing euer good 


treaſures to render himſelfe helpfull to his ſubieRts , terrible to 
his enemics, honourable to his allies, and neceſſary to all the 


world. | 
ee fo well verſed inthis Blaine, that he 
et 
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let not (as it were) a day paſſe, wherein he caſt not his eyes v- 
pon the treaſute ot his Exchequer, and that he tooke not the 
paine himſelfe, to ſumme vp his reuenewes, and expences, to 
conforme his vndertakinges to his coyne . He was moſt exact 
to draw into his cofers all innocent gaines , and honeſt emolu- 
ments, as much as he could, preſeruing the very charitably for 
the neceſlities of the Realme . We may ſee this in many of his 
letters, and efpecially in chat whichhe wrotto Saiurnmus,and 
Verbuſius, where he recommendeth vnto them co haue a great 
care ot that, which is the beſt part of his treaſures; and that as 
he defireth not to burthen his people, fo would he not lawfull 
monyes to be loſt. He giueth a reaſon heereof, which is very 
notable : I haue reaſon to auoid poueriy (ſayth he) becauſe it is che 
mother of exceſſe, and that there is nothing more pernicious z 
Caftiodor. then to be poore in —— The inquiry which I make after 
I 1. Fo. my rights, is the profell1 


tufte fiꝑi- The ſixt Maxime was that, which the ſeauenty Sages gane 


10145 que 1 
lau among many other to King Ptolomy, when he asked of them 


ceſſus dum 


Res pre- Citties, Prouinces, and K ingdomes to the people of Rome. 
lum And Theodoricke well acquired himſelfe vpon this Counſell, 
bene diſ: wen he ſayd: VV arre mat neuer better made, then in iyme of peace. 
nur, The ſeauenth was, well to fortify the Frontiers, whereof 
quetiesin® he was very caretull , as he witneſſeth in an Epiſtle, which he 
be i ac rote to the Gothes and the Romans, inhabiting at Tertona, gi- 
Laſt / | _vingthem commandement to ſtrepgrben this place, and not to 
* 17. expect the incurſions of the enemy at vnawares . For (ſayth he) 
all ſuddaine rhinges are intenfiderate zand it is too late to build vp a 


forte 
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forte, when one is already in danger. To that he added alſo the 
forces on the Sea, which are very neceſſary to ynite the places 
of hu territory , to diſſolue the deſignes ot his enemies, and to 
make hi mſelſe great, and awtull; tor the experience of the A- 
thenian warres with the Spartens ſufficiently diſcoueteth in the 
hiſtory of Thacydides, that they euet haue moſt aduanrage , who 
commaund the ſea- coaſt. One may ſee by the letters that King 


Theodoricks wrote to his Lieutenant Abandantum, with what Li. v. 
vehemency he ſought to make himſelſe able in this article, gi- 16+ 


uing out ſtrait commillions to build and rigge out great ſtore 
of ſhippes, wherein he thriued ſo well, that he vaunted the 
Grecians, and Affricans had nothing to condemne in him. 

The eight recommended vnto him,notwithſtanding his 
| gu forces to enter:aine peace, and good intelligence with his 
"Neighbours, to the end, that being leſſe buſied in forraine War- 

res, 2 might haue full leaſure to manure his King dome with 
ood gouernement, Which he did: az we may behold by his 
piſtles, entertaining thoſe Princes with teſtimonies of affe- 
Rion, congratulations in their proſperities, coſolations in their 
aduerfities, embaſſages, and preſents, which were more witty, 
then coſtly . His letter to our Cladouem well ſheweth , that 
highly valued aboue all, the alliance of France, when he pro- 
t the ſafety of that kingdome, is his owne proper glory, 
and that he ſhareth in all the proiperities, which happen to bi 
great King , 511 a 5 
The niath counſelled him to lous Letters, entertaine lear- 
ned men, who are the trumpets of the glory of Princes, and 
make them lead a pleaſing and happy life, in the eſtimation ot 
gy and conſequently to chetiſh artes, inuite braue Mai- 
ers, maintaine Merchants, diſcoutſe euen with labourers with 
much ſweeenes, by the example of augaſtus Ceſar, which he ſo 
exactly did, that he rendred himſelte very amiable to all the 
world, in ſuch manner humbling himſelte to the meaneſt, that 
he diſdained not to be among Peaſants, to talke wich them in 
oy trades, and for their honour, till the earth with his one 

S. %% Ws t F | 75 

The tenth was to take away the riot of particulers, and 
ſhe himſelfe magnificent in 8 matters, as in buildings, 
++ Md L1 theaters, 
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theaters y neceſſities, and recreations of the people, fil vnder- 
taking ſomething great, for the maioſty ofthe kingdome , and 
comodiry of the common- wealth , T owardes which he Was 
tranſported with much teruour, & reaſon, rayſing many good- 
ly fabrikes , and repairing the honour of places with contidera- 
tions, cuen to the equalling the greatneſle of ancient Rome. 
For he ſayth in an Epiſtle which he wrot to ohe Agape), G- 
uernour of the Citty, that he would not ſubſcribe-m ornaments 
to the anciers, fince he parateſlech them in the happines of his 
age · As in effect, whileit he obſerued theſe excellent maximes, 
- his kingdome was arealme of iuſtice, peace, and Plenty. delield 
by all, as the miracle of the wedd S 


Sect: 10. The Honvars of Boetins, mee 
of Theodoricke. 


OETIVSrwas honoured with ſo greaezeſpe 
for the. many excelhenc qualities roſpleudentim 
* his petſon, chat from the ſpundation of Ro, 
carcety might a man be found oi the engt robe 


mounted to — ——— —— 4 

ciuill prodence, learning vertue i! 

thingy that not on the a g made him 

— tymes Conſul, but needes he would throu — 

_ofibne; chat is formnes| — votyvoοã young ould 

be. aduanced tothe Conſulſhip . maxter n y butt tis 

tular, andioffauour, and very —— bud co ole „h 

Wete ſingularly to be — U ar: uiniog 

tadimſelfe conteiſath, if pesteees be deriued. from 

Geile honours\efrhe.wyorld, — had cauſe ou gh to teioyce 

—— — he ſaw bis ewo Sonnets earyedin p 

h the Citty, ina ttiumphant chariot, acvompanied with 

— Senate, and attended by an ind nite concourſe bf 

people, ho / ceaſſed not to. congratulate rhe huther, and the 

children, as the ofspring from a race, borne for the good de 
Commun- wm,, , e ee 1549s 2477 0 7 #1691) $31 

git Tiki lame day: he madeinfull Seaareanoraivnofeha. 
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kesgining to Throdoricke , for the large liberalivies extended to- 
wardes his houſe, which was deliuered with fuch a thats 
in coacluſion preſented him a Crowne, as to the King of 
eloquence, He like wiſe gaue notable largeſſes to al the people, 
and appeared in the = court of the Cirque, ficting in the mi- 
deſt ot his to Conluls in preſence of the whole Citty, having 
his hart repleniſhed with content, and teares of ioy in his eyes 
for the affections, which the people wirneſled, 

: To crowneall theſe bleiſinges of Fortune he had married 
a wife, held one ofthe moſt accompliſhed Ladies vader heaue . 
For (which is very rare) ſhe enioyed-a great ſpirit, a fingular 
modeſty, and an excellent chattiry , of whom Boertus ſufticient- 
ly to prayſe her ſaid in one word: She was the Image of ber Father, 
Symmachu, who had giuen her to him in a molt chaſt, and happy 
marriage. | 

Now this Symmachw called the pearle , and pretious orna- 
ment of the whole word, was a Senarour, who ſeemed to be 
compoſed of nothing but wiſedome, and vertue; tor which 
cauſe he then liuedin much reputation: and all this tamily of 
Dorctrut was in ſuch ſort eſteemed, that Brod vuriteth it was 


a veine of purple, ſignifving thereby it corained therein al great , . 44 
digaityes, no other wiſe, then as veines incloſe the bloud . He Boer 1. 
notwithſtanding addeth thoſe Purples increaſed by the luſtre 8. 6. 1+ 


of Boctiut, who poiſeſſed them: and afrer when Rome became 
the prize of thoſe. , who ſubdued it, it being no _ lavr- 
full for Confuls to reape palmes in the field of battailles, he 
equalled the ancient triumphes by the greatnes of his iudg- 
ment 

Gerebert an Authour, who wrote of thoſe tymes, calleth 
this Bestia, the Father, and light of his Countrey, who mana- 
ging the raines of the Empire in the quality of a Conſul, ſpared 
not to diffuſe by the force of his ability in good letters, all the 

luſtre they had, equalling them with the wits of Greece. 

Tu Pater, & Patria lumen Scuerine Boeti, 
Conſulis aſſcis rerum diſponis habe nas, 

Infundu lumen ftudrys, & cedere neſcis 1 
 * 1" Gracorim' inge mj: 
Verily; we may ſee 8 which followeth in this hiſtory, 
3 0 


Gerebers 
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the little aſſurance may be had either in men, or favours: If men 
be. veſſells, who do nothing all their lite time, but play with 
the winds ; fauours are waues of glaſſe , which taile-nor to ſhi- 
uer themſelues againſt the rocks. We would thinke the Moone 
much greater, then all the Starres were it not that the ſhadow of 
the carth, which we make vie of to meaſure it, cauſeth the con- 
trary to appeate: and we might haue ſome opinion, that theſe 
reat digniries of the world, had much eminency aboue all that, 
which is heere below, were it not, that they dayly fall into 
ſhadowes , and phantaſmes of nothing, which well approoue 
we haue much illuſion in our eyes, ſince theſe greatnetles haue 
taken ſuch eſtimation in our harts. 
lealouſy, a bad daughter borne of a good Houſe, which is 
that of loue, and honour, diuideth beds, and Empyres , and hath 
euer eyes ſo bleared, that it cannot endure a ray of the vertue,or 
proſperity of another. And for that caule the luſtre, which pro- 
ended fromthe houſe of Boetius in ſuch manner, as day progre(- 
ſeth from the gates of the Eaſt, fayled not at all to giue ſuſpitions 
to King Theodoricke ; who ſecing himſelfe a ſtranger , and igno- 
rant among Romans, and men of ſo great counſell, being not 
able to deriue any other recommendation to himſelfe, but hat 
the ſword gaue him, enuyed ſo many heauenly riches , as were 
contributed to the happines of his Empire. 
T he chage, which then ſucceeded at Conſtantinople great- 
ly fortifyed his diſtruſts : for it is written that Anatsfiw an Em- 
ror, who haddone nothing in the throne, but create ſchiſmes, 
holding the Laurells of Ceſar wholy withered on his head, 
had ſome diſtaſt both of lite, which he had paſſionatly loued, & 
of the ſcepter poſſeſſed with ſo much ambition. It is certaine 
that being one day in the Cirque, as he eſpied a furious ſedition 
whiſpered againſt him, he voluntarily laid downe his Crowne, 
and let the people know by his Heralds , he was willing to be 
rid of the Empire; which for ſome tyme appeaſed the moſt 
— : notwithſtanding as he was greatly hated , and 
reſceing he could not make much longer aboade in the 
world, * began to reflect on his Succeſſours, defiring ko 


II. S. Su- transferre to the Throne one of his three Nephewes, whom he 
ma. had bred vp, hauing no male iſſue io ſucceed him. There was 


diſticulty 
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difficulty in the choice, and he hauing a ſoule very ſuperſtitious, 
thai to lott, woich he could not reſolue by tesſon : for he 
cauſed three bedds to be prepared in the royal chamber. & made 
his Crowne to be hangedi in he teſter of one of theſe beds, cal- 
led the Realme, being reſolued to giue it to him, who by lott 
ſhould place himſelfe vnder it. This done, he ſent for his ne- 
phewes, & after he had magnificently entertained them, com- 
maunded them to repoſe themſelues , each one chooſing one of 
the beds P for them. T he eldeſt accommodated himſelſe 
according to his fancy, and encountred 2 the ſecond did 
the ſame: He then expected the yongeſt ſhould goe directly to 
the crowned bed, but be prayed the Emperour he might be per- 
mitted to lye with one of his brothers, and by this meanes not 
any of the three, tooke the way of the Empire, which was fo 
y to be had, that it was not aboue a pace: diſtant. 4neſteſiw 
much amazed well ſaw God would rransferre the Diademe tro 
his race; & it is alſo added, that he likewiſe knew by reuelatiõ, 
it was Iuftine who ſhould ſucceed, for he hauing determined to 
kill him, with Inftinian , heard a voice which ſpake in his heart, 
and {aid ; Ha ghould take good beed toitench theſe t perſonages , be- 
cauſe they thould do, each one in their turnen good ſeruicei to God. 
Attet ward as this Iuſline being euer necre the perſon of the 
rour, one day by chance, ſer his foote on the traine of his 
Robe: The 1 looking backe, Thes holde me (ſaid he) 
by the gowne , and 1halt follow we but ay 4 while, my time i not 701 
come, which much amazed all there preſens , who thought him to ſpeakg 


| likg a man diſtraded, not conceiuving what he would ſay, 


In a tew dayes this Anafteſiws, who ſo much feared Thundey 
that he fled into a caue, ſo ſoone as at any time he heard the leaſt 
noice thereof. was ſlaine by a thunder ſtroke, ypon the very 
Raires of the place, which he had choſen for ſanctuary. Ia 
de riued from baſe birth, and mounted throngh all the degrees of 
warxe to the dignity of Captaine of the guard, was choſen Em- 
perour; of whom (as he was a valiant man, and well beloued) 
Theadoricke began to conceiue great icalouſy , ſtill fearing be 
might take out of his hands the Empyre he had vſurped. 

The beginning of the ſtorme, was, that 1#fline an Empe- 
rour moſt Catholicke j * of Cenſtantinopls, who 

3 had 
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byn tollerated vader nuf un, wich the ſeuerity ordained by 
lawergdelpoylng the et churches, which they had boldly vſuĩ- 
pad. They talled aot roaddrefie their complaints, and offer yp 
their grieutances to che cares of Theodorickg t who interpreting 
the difgrace ol his ſeot, to the contept of his perſon, entred into 
violences more tic for a Barbarian, then a King, who had byn 
trayned vp tociwlity by ſuch good counſells. For he threat- 
ned a tutus all Rome into fire , andbloug ; if the Emperour 
laſtme did him nor right, and ſor thispurpoſe hie ſont Pope lohn 
commaanding him to go ſpeedity to Conſtantinople to cauſe the 
Churches to be rendred to the Artians, ſuppoſing his dignity 
would procure him full power with the Emperour. The Pope 
anſwered he had made very ill choice of him tor ſuch an Em- 
baſlage y' that the tanke he held in the Church, petmitted 
him not to be —— of Churches forthe Arrians, and that ii 
he had any b — vpon his petſon , he Was ready 20 
ſtreteh out his necke tor the defence of the Church, thero being 
no need for him to paſſe the Scas for this, and yndentake the 
voyage. „ . „0 1 
: — enter into much greater extrauagancies 
threatningthe city with ade uge of bloadif c were not omo· 
Med: Beholdthecaufſe,, why the > — imreated to poe to 
Conftantinople, & to find ſome way how toſweeten — 
yet te let nothing paſſe to che pigindice of his conſcience . He 
— tees vf che peopley and vndertoobe the voyage 
Mtancinople, accompuryed'wrth ſome . f rhe principatl 
Senators, where the Empetour leine receined him iti mueſ 
ubm ſſion and vnſpeakable magnificence. | 
Theodorichs expecting the iſſue of this great Embaſſage, 
which was not ſo ſoone ended, centred further, and further into 
4 vaſt labyrinth of ſuſpicions, and jealoufies, beginning to d. 
ſtruſt Romun Senatours, and to monopolize all affayres with 
his Gores; Which aß the beginning of kis ruine. He arthar 
time did foure thinges, which infinitely grieued all good 


en. | 
The firſt Was, he aduanced two, who appeared like two 
Comets ouer thee heads of mor talls: Fhe one was ealſed Congia- 
Aus, ard the other Ti both mety of rapine, and concullions, 
| who 
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Aho by their evilldepoirment racer of 
then Prince, T 1 416165 oc got 
The ſecand wasthat be who hernerg fore ha. ſbewwed great 
moderation in matter ot ſubſidies, hate himſelſe therein mot} inp 
ordinatly, by the petſwaſion 93 naps Gothes, who Were 
prodigious ouetous, & inſa 5 in hei auaricc. | 
be Nu, chat in 4 greanicareiry of. vicualpbe cauſed 
all = corne to be taken ous ot he held), pers Rang antorcivg 
euery one by an expretig-Edict, to fell. cher: lite s which h 
had, vpon a very low price, for che Kings oWwne jg N 
the entertaine ment of ſouldiersʒ whish gaue;accaiien; of mann 
tearcs., the poore ontring nw delpains, it hs seist cf 
Gould ba of long continuance. / BY 3 un land lieg * 
Is the end ſor a fourth vieſchte, he vpon homer 
qainens Sen pars, doſpoiling — 10 —— 
e ee 19 Nu hn | 
n — — — 
ways: banlce « 
dioaced 313 alk N 
honour , & good conſcience int 2 —_— eee 
re be began roman eng 5 cartupcions of 
this mercenay » 2 FA jt dl, WRT 1 471 Hy 


2. Heftoy ty — wee kyeo ee ee 
ended noe ET TS bc 
tx and conkancy, iN 
red, this man had his foules in 12 Thats AY 105 Trey — ter 
en ot the defenceof luſtice "| 

„ Trigills » who was. the genen of, ghe bels go. 
— the Emus, & the King eden 
would faine rem 29 . Wiſd eme. 
and reaſon roactiong diſprmgertionabl pawns ihe Log, 
publibed concerning — gs gt tg o- 


ther ia the magazine of the Prince in pg Wants, and 
dadigencies of the people, Beetizs |qwgl ly d this manner. 
af proceeding , and ceaſad not to, clas the miſprige.of Pro- 
wines in words very effectuall, dgmapu pudigngs; of the“ 
Ming, tor the good of his date, Thandoria V ee 
(as yet) altogethes tenounced thg reputation ofa R 2 
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prince, ot tttat he thought his great tauouret Trigills was groſi- 
ded ypon moſt pertinent reaſons, and itrong encounters of af< 
faires; Which made him ſtirte vp theſe noueltie , would needs, 
in his Cabinet heere a cõference bet wixt Boetius , & Trigilla co- 
cerning decrees where Boctius defended the cauſe ot the poore, 
with ſuch weight of teaſons, prudence, and courage , that he 
hindered the battery of Tyigilla, and preuaijed ſo tarre with the 
Prince, that he procured him to revoke his Edict: wherupon 
theſe rwo Fauouritis with all the faction, which tollowed the, 
finding themſelues immeaſurably offended , began more and 
more to caſt into the ſoule of Theodoricke, (already much chan- 
ged) infinite diſtruſt againſt Berti, & the whole Senate. And 
then Paulinum & Albinw two perſonages the beſt qualified in 
ne hð had run through all the moſt honourable charges 
ot the common wealth, were very ill entreated by ſuggeſtions, 
and ſuſpitiotis , which theſe men had raiſed againſt them. Bo- 
ci ſe ing the affaires reduoed be uch a paſſe, where diſſimula- 

ſpoke 


tion could not repaire ther in the end to Theedorick, in 
—— the liberty, which his conſcience diRared 
* bf ene TLLEEE u 0. | -— 


ignerentthit we ave in « time > wherinit i (at it 
were) much eaſier to fly, the to ſpeake of the ſtate of chi Em- 
pie Without oſſenet to amy, and that all diſcourſe , which at 
neee, will euer be ſuſpected by thoſe , 
hd haue e enen our thoughts criminatl- be your Ma- 
iet. $0039 Ladner ES OTH a 
Yet muſt I needes ſay, it is a tnatter very hard be ſilent in 
t reuolutions of affaires, fince riatute hath not creared ys 

| Ridr& aue eden ti Weepe, and not a 
weſoolt ( av it were) all rhat 
» Which — „aud that in this vnmerſult di- 
ſaſter where aFrh&world Honl#ftrerigrhen their ar mes againſt 
violence, men ate contented to do f ai in a thunder; every one 
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very litt fagirdebth er ot his neighbour * 80 tikewile 
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common ruines . Ya 
As ſor my ſelfe I freely proteſt, that being borne of bloud, ?? .: 
which neuer learned to flatterany man, and ſeeing my ſelſe 5» 
in a ranck , where my ſilence may proue injurious to the pu- 
blique , tince I cannot vphold liberty already too much liumg 
to its ruine, I will at leaſt ſupport the image, and in ſo generall 79 
a ſeruitude ſpeake one thing, wherein 1 will either diſcharge „„ 
my conſcience for the preſent yor comfort my aſhes for the time 
to come. , ; 1172q 99 
Alas ( Syr) when I behold you ſitting vpon the Throne „ 
of Glory, whereunto the hand of God ſeemeth to haue raiſed 
you by miracle, fortified you by diſcretion , and bleſſed you 
with fo many proſperities, I cannot chooſe, but remeber with v5 
the molt tender reſſentmẽts of my hart, the calmenes of the firſt 
yeares, when you tooke into your hand the ſterne of this large * 
Empire. Who euer ſaw diuers mettals ſo happily commixed, as »» 
we then beheld different nations vnited in one entire body, „ 
vnder your authority ? What conſent inaffections ? What cor- 
reſpondence in all orders ? What vigour in lawes ? What obe- 22. 
diẽce in ſubiects? What agreement in the Senat? What applauſe „ 
among the people? What policy in Citties ? W hat good fortune 
in armes? What bleſſing in all the ſucceſſes of your affaire? 5 
Secmed ir not, that God had athxed to your ſtandarts, & „ 
Edicts ſome ſecret vertue , which made the one triumph in 
watre, and the other to become proſperous in peace; withſo ??. 
much terror, and reputation, that even thoſe things appoſite 33 
of their owne nature, knit themſelues firmely rogeather or 
your benefit? | 25 
Oh (Syr) what is become of that golden face of your go- 5 
uernement ? Who hath meta morphoſed it into this leaden vi- 
ſage ? Perhaps you thought, it was a part ot the greatneſſe of 
your Maieſty, to hold a Senate vnder, to whome all the good ?2, 
Emperours haue ſo much aſcribed, that they eſteemed them as „ 
neceſſary for their greatneſſe, as leaues about the roſe to ſer out 
its beauty. I could tell you( Syr) how much theſe Counſels ?? 
are pernicious , were it not, that the experience of the yeates 3 
of your raigne hath taught you more, then all rhe malignity of  * 
men can detace , If you. witbe pleaſed to call, (as yer ) to ?? 
Mm m Counlcll 23 
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Fuffin.Ge- Counſell your wit, and vnderſtanding, which Gd hath / ro- 
weenſ. bft. pl eniſted ith (4 many faite, annoble lights, believe me you 
bb. . (all fad this peo „the hestbe Baſil » which rendereeh 
cc A good ſauour ( as it is ſaid ) hen gently hand ed, aud cteate ti 
« kcorpiona, when rudely chafed · Hold vs in the eſtimatian, & 
— wherein you hitherto haue reteined vs, & you ſhall 
ce (ceoothing mare tracts ble. then che Romane people: but if you 
ce proce eda with thaſe violẽcea, bow hich ſome daily endeauour 
do peruert your good nature, it is to be feared, Jeaſt this ſcue- 
rity produce not rather poiſon, cuen for thoſe, who hope out of 
cc it to derive fweetnes. 5 
Our Enemigs ceaſe not to e xaſperate you, vpon the want 
ol xeſpeR due to your Maieſty, and yet God knowes we baue 
c ſoxegarded royall authority, that ſeeing it in molt yniult hãds, 
« Where it loſt its luſtre, we ſuffered it not to looſe the fruite of 
out obedience. Allow (Syr) the ſame liberty, which euer 
cc hath bin che moſt precious inheritanceof thi Empire; you haue 
cc placad men ouer our beads , who to become great, & vnwillng 
ta ſeeme any thing leſſe then iat they aro, ſecke to ſmacher in 
* our miſories. this baſenss of thair one birth, and belieue the 
ct meanes to ĩuſti their ono carriage; ia to take away eics frõ 
et thoſe, who haue them, and to render tongues mute, lealt they 
. may learne a truth Naw a dayes to be borne rich, is to become a 
cc prey. aad to artiue at gouerament, with ſome ſupereminences 
of ob Wit. is to raiſe enemies; all great actions ate ſuſpected, & ir 
ſeeme i that to ſiude fatery; e muſt ſeeko it eyther in igno- 
tc rance, or idlene ſſe. 0 
4 Wie haue ſo learned to obey, that we would not hitherto 
ſo muchas enter into confideratio of the diſtribution you made 
© of your fauours, leauing them more free vnto you, then are in 
te the Sunne hꝭ rayes, and contenting vs to honour the character 
e of your Maieſtyaſwell on rotkes , as marbles, and ſi luer. But 
now- when we fee the moſt pretious interefts of the kingdome 
ce in bands leſſe pure, then we-with; What els can we do in ſo 
cc publique a clamour, but heere — humbly remonſtrate, that, 
which the ſubeile diſſemble, the miſerable 1uffer, the good de- 
6 plore, and euen the very ſtones relate, 
| Where is the time (Syt) when we heard theſe noble 
u words 
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words to procs ede trom your mouth. Th the flocke. maſt, 
#heared- , not flayed. that batly overcharged), tum lie — 
ground; that there was no thbute companityle/ to the pPretwus 5 
comodities, deriued from the loue of ſubiects? Andnowalbrhe, 
Cnties, and Countreys bewaile the rigorous concutizons they 
feele , to ſarisſy with their (weat, & bloud:, the auarice of ſome 5» 
particulers, who are notwithitanding yas greedy,as fire, and , 
more vVnſatiable, then the-Abyffe. 0. en bee t 
I exaſperate not heete out miſeties, by an amplification 52 
of words : | haue (Syr) made you to ſee, hen you pleaſed to g, 
heare me in your Cabinet, the teates of Prouinces which ſoft- 
ned your hart to compaſſion, & opened your hands to liberali- 
ty. ſo that if your good affections be not altered by ſore, you are*s 1» 
capable enough to diſcharge heauen of all promiſes , Which it. 
hath made vnto vs by the happines of your Empire; Vnſoele * 
thoſe eres which you fo oft haue opened for the comtort ot your 35 
oore ſubiects, & in what part ſocuer you rurne them, you ſhall , 
behold nanght, but miſeries. Is it not a ſtrange thing, that 
ſlaues being ſometimes ſold to courteous Maiſters, ſwveeten the 2? 
ſharpenes of their condition by ſome gentle vſage, & that there „ 
ſhould be none, but the people of Rome , who yeerely buy out 
their bondage? None but the people ot Rome, who ate made ac- 27 
countable tor the goods pulled from them, & ttibutary forthe „ 
ſhipwracke of theit pouerty? * 1) At get. 
From thece the way is taken to the oppeſſion obMagiſtraty, ?? 
and ſome are perſwadet, thatthronghly to mow the Meadow, „ 
you mult humble the heades ot plants/meRt eminent! Paktinw is 
defporled , Albin is guilty of treaſon, they be culpable enough 
finde they are rich, and powetfull. It is {aid there dan be no 5» 
any found , bur in their Hiſgrace,'AntWho feoth hot f that, 
'theſe proceedings tend to the ruine ot that moſt nobte body», 
which mainteined almoſt thitty yeates your rbyall Co w- De? 
Out alas (Syr) if we exclaime againſt witches zWho poy- , 
ſon Fountaines ; how can we be ſilent ſee ing endeuour is vſed 
to enuenome the ſoule ofthe Prince, who is the ſource of all 2? 
Councels; to the end we may hetesfer find poyſon;whete'we „* 
hoped for remedy? b 2009: Cotavh 3 2 ot f 
Syr, only behold and imate your ſelfe;reafſume that ſpitir?? 
| Mmmz which 
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* vrhich made yon rei gne in out hearts, alwell as in our Provin- 
ee: diſtinguiſh flatrerers ttom tue ſtiends; hearken to chaſe , 
whole loyalty you haue knowne in the ſucceſſe of ſo many 
proſperiries . 

Remember your ſelſe, that you were made to reigne o- 
wer men, not as a man, but as the law: to beate your ſubiects in 
your boſome, and not trample them vnder foot; to teach by 
example, and not conſtraine by fotce; to bee a Father of Cit- 
tizens, and not a Mailtec ot ſlaues. 

Remember your ſelſe, Kings are giuen by heauen for the vie 
of people, and that they ought not to haue ſo much regard to 
the extent of their power, as not to cõſider the meaſure of their 
obligations. Handle the matter ſo, that the greatneſſe of your 
Maieſty may appeare in its goodneſle , and that this word 
which you heretofore had in your mouth, may ſticke eternaliy 
in your hart, when you ſaid , 4 good Prince ought not to feare any 
thing ſo much, 45 to be too much feared. 

This Qration greatly eokindled minds, & King Theodo- 
rick, was ſo much amazed at this 4 he ſeemed not wel 
ſetled in bis cquneenance;he only (aid in few words, he would 

iue all ſatisſaction to the Sena, when time had cleared this 
— whereof he would informe himſclte , that it might be 
treated at the next Seſſion. 
Trię illa, Congiaſtus, & C yprianu, the principall of the faction 
ol the Gba, ſeeing themſelues touched to the quicke, reſolu- 
ed the time was now come, hetein eithet they mult be loſt, 
or Beetizs yndon ; and attet this aſſembly they ceaſed nor, to be- 
ſiege the ſoule of the King, who was become ĩealous, melan- 
choly and timerous , with a thouſagSobieRes of diſtruſt ypon 
: the practizes of Boerine , aſſutin the coſpiracy was whol 
contrived , and plotted at Conſtantinople by Pope lobn, and his 
complices, at Reme by Beets Paubnus & Alban, who had mar- 
utlous correſpondences , Not content with this, they gained 
ſome mercenary people, they ptactiſed with falle witneſſes , 
they counter ſeited letters, forged & ſealed in the name of Boe- 
nus and ſaid all that which their paſſion dictated. 
T his is it, Which gaue the moſt dangerous aſſault ypon the 
mind of the Prince; tor he having read their papers, and heard 
ſome 
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ſome depoſitions, which they gaue him notice of, would haue 
no other turther information to be reſolued, but ſpeedily aflẽ- 
bling che Senate, he entred with his papers in hand ſhewing in 
his — the uouble of his thoughts ; & ſpake in theſe 
tea mes | 

The laſt Oratiõ, which Beetizs made in this place, was the 
trumpet of a conſpiracy plotred againſt my ſtate. I wonder not a 
whit, that he made it his caske to diſgrace our gouernmet with 
ſo great ornament of eloquence , to tranſport your minds into 
rebellio; but I mai ue ile much how he would promiſe himſelſe 
to draw to his party, complices, fro a body ſo inocent as yours, 
All my officers diſpleaſe him, as an enemy of the good offices 
are don me: and all the fauoures which I allotto the merit of 
mine, are ſo many crimes in mine owne perſon with this man 
who draweth poiſon from all that, which ſerueth others for 
nourichment. H e, whom the Prince raiſeth, ſerucs, as an ob- 
ie for his enuy , & it hath euer bin an iniury to appoynt him 
a companion in his honours . He deploreth the miſeries of the 
publique, as if he were Father thereof; and it ſeemeth to him 
all that is loſt , which luſtice putteth into any other hands, then 
his owne, 

Had the Gi, & Bulgarians forraged oner all Italy, he 
could not frame any other coplain ta, then he doth of the State 
of our kingdome z,where (thankes be to God )there is nothing 
ſo grieuous , but it may ſeeme afiluer age, if we compare it to 
the Empire of thoſe who haue gone before vs; beſides our good 
ſubiects eſteeme not themſelues ſo vnhappy vnder me, but that 
they thinke my preſeruation is the ſource of their felicities. But 
needs muſt he — retexf of piety to colour his deſigne, & to 
take * him a title of protector of the people, to make him- 
ſelfe vſurper of mine Empire. Verily would ambition be ſatis- 
fied, I haue performed for this man all that, which may be 
done to ſuch, as are the molt greedy of honour, raiſing him to a! 
eminent charges, & giuen euen to his children almoſt in their 
infancy , dignities, which haue bin reputedin this Comon We- 
alth, as prodigies . And in doing this, I ſought a bottome in an 
abyſſe, Where it was nat to be found, 

haue ſuſſered all theſe extrauagancixs ſo long, as I could 
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cc poſſible, ener thinking to complaine of him, whs to draw ton- 
cc nakions vp on mine oe proper entrailes, but ſinee forgetting 
all reſpect ot duety , he cannot be vnmindfull of his owne na- 
(c tute, which is to do euilſ to thoſe, who wih him well; 1 de- 
ce maund — — in the quality ot a King, that luſtice, which you 

would afford to the meaneſt of my kmgdome 
l haus not his eloquence to amplity impoſtures, but I en- 
ct toy ſome ſtrength of vnderſtanding to iudge of a truth. Behold 
a heere ( molt loyall ſubiects) thoſe, who will depole , the con- 
ſpiracy he hath plotted againſt my Stare. Behold heereterrers 
cc ſigned with his one hand , which were diſpatchedio the 
oc Emperour Iuftme, to call him to my ruine. You may iudge 
heereupon, and ordaine what ſhalbe reaſonable; it being nor 
ce my intention to _ heere , any other ſarisfattion, then 
cc what the lawes atfoard me. Aﬀoone as he had ſpoken this, he 


cauſed his vitneſſes to come in, who were one Baſilicw, Opilis, 
and Gaudentia, men of loſt conſcience and reputation. Theoderick, 
| — — to be openly heard , & without 


exception again 


the innocent. Then he began to produce thit 
goodly letter, addreſſed ro the Emperot of the Eaſt, which was 
wholy countertaited by the damnable impoſtures of one na- 
med Cyprian. 

The poore Bertim found himſelfe at the inftant like the iuſt 
Naboth in the midſt of theſe petuerſe creatures, and what in- 
duſtry fo euex he vſed, for the declaratiõ of his inocency, it was 
oppreſſed by a powerfult faction; which tranſported' minds 
either through corruption, or weakneſſe , to the ruine of ver- 
rue. 

The King preſſed the Senarors to delmer their opmion 
thereupon: they, who were deſirous not to appeare ſuſpected, 
confidently caſt the ſtone againſt the accuſed , and throught his 

condemnation would be their freedome : others, who were 
enemies, bare themſelues in it with much animoſity; there re- 
mained ſome few feeble ſoules, who followed the courſe of 
violence: ſo that baniſhment was decreed againſt Boetius , ac- 
cording to the intention of Theodorick . 
Verily, if there be any thing worthy of commiſeration in 
the world, it is to behold offẽ ders ſit as Iudges vpon the bloud 
ol 
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of an innocent, & ta confider that aziliting a man With all ex- 
tremiry , they alſo depriue him of the pretious ĩe well of. repu- 
tation, which maketh ys liue in the eſtimation of honeit men, 
a pleaſing;, and {piruuall lite, as do many great opes in the me- 
mory of all ages. 

The wiſe 8octixs after he had waſted himſclfe with loue & 
trauell for his Countrey, is taken out of the boſome thereof, as 
a man treacherous, and put into che handes of the guard to lead 
him to Fauia, tho place of hisimpriſoamens . He Was not ſuffe- 
red to ſpeake with his Fatherinlaw Symmachas, for all thoſe 
who were honoured with his friendſhip ate ſcqueſtred; ſcarce- 
ly had he the meanes to giue the laſt adieu to his wife Ruſlicia- 
na, ho ſeeing her husband ſuddainly fallen from ſo eminent 
a dignity into ſueh diſaſter, could not centaine from ſaying vn 
to him with ſcalding teares: Syr, is this then it, which your inno- 
ceney hath de ſcrued ? If the King be reſolued to put you te death, why (uf 
fereib he ſtll a piece of your ſelſe to liue, which bath ener beene ſo deare 
vnto you ? I haue courage inough to follow you either into exile , impri- 
ſenement, or death . But Boetins replyed agame in ſew wordes, 
tkat he might not any further increaſe her gtieſe: Madawe, the - 
bonye i net yet come . trouble not your ſelfe ta ſes ma ſuſſer for Inftice.. 
Iv is & tule of honour, which God bath reſerned for bis cluldrem The edu 
cation @hich you haus derived from your good Father, and the infiradi- 
on you haue rec caued from me, giue me occaſion to hope you will beare 
this accidemt with a Chri ſtian reſolution, My daughter, it is not fit , that 
eur teares which fall from ſo much a higher place, at we haue beene bred 
ingreatneſſe, may ihew any deietion in the eftimation of men. Support 
Jour ſelfe « little vnder your burthen, and open your hart to the conſola · 
tions of heauen, ſince thoſe of earth are mingled with ſo much acerbiiy. 
Then turning to his children all diflolued into teares : My chil + 
dren (ſayth he) G hecreafter will become your Father , make pronifi- 
en of great yertues, Which haue euer beene the inheritance of our bouſe; 
for all ther bie ſunges are but duſt, and wind , This is the lefon which 
God giveth you in the change of my fortune. Comfort your good Me. her 
by the duty —— And live in hope: perhaps you hall ſee 
me againe, if it pleaſe God ſooner, then you imagine « 

Theſe wordes were arrowes that pierced theſe fai:hfull - 
harts, with moſt iuſt seſſentments of Nature, which could not 
| quickly 
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quickly end, notwithſtanding all the lenitiues that might be 
applyed. * ' | 


Set . 11. The impriſonement of Boetius « 


H E great changes of Fortune, which ſuddainly . 

happen, haue this property in them, that they 

ſtrike our ſoules as waucs not foreſcene , and 
iue vs the blow before we haue leaſute to yn- 
erſtand our {clues , 

The poore Beetius ſeing himſelt berwen foure walles ſeque- 
ſtred from th e Cirty, which had ſerued as a theater of glory tor 
all his houſe , taken away from the loue of his owne , bereft of 
his Library, and all the moſt precious accommodations of lite, 
ſhut vp as a victime deſtined for a bloudy facritice, ſoũd himſelf 
inthe — ſurprized with an ouerwhelming ſadnes, as 
he hath left exprefſed in writing. He 'bewailed with broken 
ſighes his innocency ynworthily handled ; be traced in his 
thoughts the markes of his former fortune; he calt his eye vpon 
his forſaken tamily, which ſcemed to him in the Lyons throt e 
he called into memory the vaworthines ofchis accuſers, who 
had beene heard againſt him, the ingratitude of the Senate that 
had condemned him for being faithtull vnto them, the cruelt 
with which this ſentence was executed, the wracke of his 
meanes, the loſſe of his reputation, and all the blacke horrours 
Which a man declared criminal in treaſon figureth ro himſelſe. 

In this abylse of diſturbances , he ſtrugled (as it were) a- 
gainſt death, which layeth hold on ſo many younge men, that 
deſire nothing but to liue, and daigned not ſo much as to ſhut 
vp his eyes, which he perpetually moiſtned with his teares; 
Hecreupon we may ſee, that the moſt couragious ſpirits, in 
theſe accidents ſo ſtrange and vnexpected, euer pay ſome tri- 
but to the naturall paſſions of men. But likewiſe on the other 
fide, we ſhall obſerue the power which a well rectifyed iudg- 
ment hath ouer it ſelfe, when we behold it to diſſipate all the 
troubles, and agitations of the hart, by the viuacity of reaſon, & 


vſe of precepts of wiſedome , which. he moſt exactly practiſed 
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in this his captiuĩty. 
We haue alſo the Booke of his Cõſolation, that he com- 
poſed in this priſon: which is verily in the iudgment of learned 
men, one of the molt excellent pieces of worke , that may be 
framed on this ſubiect; where he introduceth Philoſophy, who 
viſiteth him, and awakeneth him trom this dead ſleepe of fad- 
neſle. . 
What Beetixs ( ſaith (he) are you then he,whome I haue fed 1» 
with my milke , whome I haue cheriſhed with ſo good nutri- = 
ments, and bred vp vntill you arriued tothe ſtrength of mans 
eſtate? Verily I haue giuẽ you armes, which would maintaine * 
you againit al the irokes of fortune, were it not that you haue „ 
torſuken them . Know you me no longer? Fiom whence pro- 
ceedeth this filence ? Tell me, is it out of ſhame, or ſtupidity ? 1 ?? 
had rather it were deriued from a iuſt baſhfulnes, but as farre as ,, 
I can perceiue you ate become wholy ſenſeleſse ? Will you fa 
nothing tome? Ah poore man, he is not abſolutely loft , bur ſo ?? 
neare as | can gueſſe, he hath a Lethargy, a common diſeaſe »» 
with thoſe, who ſuffer themſclues to be tranſported with illu- 
ſions of the mind. | 50 
He hath forget himſelfe, but he will recouer, when he 22 
ſhall know me. Let vs only wipe his eies ſurcharged withrer-,, 
— humours , and couered with a thicke cloude of the 
world, 

This done, Boetim came to himſelſe , and framed an admira- 
ble dialogue with this Queene of ſpirits. Io which I remit the 
reader conrentiag my ſelte to obſexue heero the principall ar- 
guments , which ſerued him for his Cõſolation, to the end we 
may learne with him in our aflictions, to ſixe our teſolution on 
the will of God. and ſuck honey from the xocke , as the Scrip- 
ture ſpeaketh. | 

T he firſt, reaſon propoſed to him by this Wiſedowe: deſcẽ- 
ded-from heauen, Was to aske of him , what opinion, he had of 
the progidence of God, & whether he thought the world mow 
ued by chaunce, or were gouerned by reaſon?God forbid( ſaith Liv. 


Boetias,): that I euer come to this degree of folly, as to danke 2. | 


that all heere betbw is caſually done. 1-know th God ruleth 
in che world, A in an bouſe built by his one hands and that 
N nn ; nothing 
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nothing happeneth in the affaires of men , but either by his c6. 
maund, or permiſſion Thereupon Philoſophy crieth our, luſt God 
Lib. 2. it w-yerily merucilous, that a man who bath ſuch an ynderitanding of 
proſe & ie dinine providence can be ſiche of the diſeaſe, wherwith I ſee you ſur- 
a. prized | My friend. you entred into the world, 4s into a liſt, or circle, 
whereof , ths prouidence bath made the circuit with hu one hands. It 
5 is fit you patiently ſuffer all chat which happeth to you, within 
z theſe limits, as an ordinance of God, to which you haue ſub- 
mitted your ſelfe , It is he who gouerneth our liues, our condi- 
7 tjons, our fortunes. If you bereſolvedto gine law to the pol- 
2» licy of the omnipotent; fro home you euer ought to receive 
it, whatels will you gaine , but ro make your ſelfe mutinous, 
; euer render your condicion more troubleſome by your im- 
2» patience ? , 
pray youthinke with your ſelſe, if you were embarked 
in a veſsell you ſhould go according to the impulſion ot winds, 
aud not the motion of your affections . It you till and ſow, you 
hall haue fruittull, and barren yeares, according to the diuer- 
fity of ſeaſons ; and you would haue a fortune ever equall, and 
2) perpermlly ſtable ? you would hold back by force of armes its 
5 chariot inceſſantly circumnoluing ? Are not you very ſimple to 
chinke hat if ſhe were not inconſtant, ſhe could no longer be 
fortune? 
235 o not about heere to queſtion with me vpon the afflicti- 
vons of good men, & the proſperities of euill. What iniury doth 
Soli toan innocent, if he allot him the ſhare of all thoſe great 
>» feulesy, home he will not entertaine in the pleaſures of an 
„idle ſife , but in the exerciſe of yertue ? Know — not there 
ae fiſhes; that die in ſtanding waters. and are delighted in the 
0 bubling of ſluces ? Great ſpirits go all that way, they no more 
looſe themſclues in tribulation then the Sunne in his eclipſe, 
which only ſerueth to make him more reſplendent. 
* wien und what aduantage thinke you, do the wicked deriue 
en volaiſ- from the benefits ofthis life ? Is there any thing more miſerable 
ſe . thento-betransformed into a beaſt, bythe enormity of vices, & 
- iz; to add impunity to ſo many crimes? You ſay, they do whatſoe- 
. Lib.4 — — and I ſay they are thereby ſo much the more miſe- 
oſs 4. Table, for if it be an ynhappines to deſire an cuill, it is a double 


miſery 
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miſery to haue the power to execute it, 
it all ofenders were puniſhe d according to their demerit, 
they ſhould haue ſome benefit which they haue not, to wit, the Lib. 3 
puuichment of their miſdeedes, which being a worke of iuſtice Mar 8. 
cannot but be good; they ſhould haue ſome btidle to ſtay their 
exorbirancy , ſome apprehenſion of the iudgments of God 
which being ſtolne from them by long proſperities what els re- „ . . 
maineth tor them, but to paſſe to the exttemity of puniſhments, — — 
by the extremity of crimes? Fot my part, if | ſhould throughly t we- 
punith adepraued mã, I would ordaine for him neither wheeles bus u 
flames, nor tortutes, but I would burſt him with honours , cer. c. 
gold, filuer , & riches; & when he were full yp to the throate, 
1 would draw aſide the curtaine to let him lee Vertue, & Pa- 
radice, when he had betrayed the one, and loſt the other byshe 
diſaſter of his carriage . gilt e 4a 
” The ſecond-queſtiba'; which Phibſophy asked bimovas, if vet; 
he khew well who himſelfe was, and az Bert, anſwered he cap. By, * 
Was a man of honour reuiuing the memory of the. great n- 
ches, and dignityes he had enioyed he etoſore: Veraly ( ſaith 
the to him) 1 well ſee there is much forgetfulnes of your condition, and 
niceneſſein your complaints. If God had put gold aſwell aa 
bloud into your veines, and giuen you leaue to be borne full »z 
ſtuffed with pretious ſtones, or laden with honours , & digni- 
tics from your mothers wombe, you had ſome cauſe to deplore, on 
that the inheritances of your birth were taken from you: but 3» 
who are you, or from whence come you ? I could tel you how , 
many yeares it is, fince you were borne a little Infant, al naked, 
creeping on the earth, and having a mouth open to cries, and 23 
hũ ger; Which had not io much as one little hayre on the body ,, 
to couer it; & now you take vpon you the ſpirit of a Monarch, 
& thiake you haue nothing, it you poſſeſſe not all? Verily are ?? 
you not one of the moſt milerable it you do not know how toy 
take contentment in that, which is left you, and not ſtill to tye 
vt felfe to ſorrows for that, which you haue loſt. You haue 
2 Eitherinlaw Simmachw one of the moſt excellent men in the »8 
world, you haue a wife, which is the pearle of her ſexe 2 
haue children of great hope. How man thinges ( behold yo 
would you buy at the price of your life , it you hadloſt them, 
Nnnz and 
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and yet you thinke you are miſerable when you poſſeſſe them, 
and when they are imployed with all their endeauour for your 
„ deliuerance ? Your veiſell doth yet ly at anker, and is not alto - 
1 — broken: | ſee comfort in ſome thing, for the preſent, & 
ope for the future; and happen whatſocuer will, i will ſaue 
2” — by ſwiming. But needs mult 1 freely conteſſe, that 1 find a 
ittle niceneſſe in this your act, whe you deplore with ſo much 
bitternes, and impiery the petty wants of your condition. Tell 
2? me [pray you, is there any man in the world, who poſleſſeth 
32 a felicity ſo full, and free, as not to diſpute with his tottunes, to 
make his eſtate more happy ? The condition of wordly goods, 
?? findeth euery where thornes , proſperities neuer come alioge- 
„ ther, & although they arriuedin heape, they euer would haue 
„a llippery p:ce . - | 
One is accomodated with honeſt meanes, but is of baſe 
27 extraction, which maketh h;m to bluſh in good company. Ano- 
„ ther is very Noble, but is ſopoore in his eſtate, that it were 
much fitter for him to be ynknown. Another is borne of a good 
place, and hath no want of riches, but he be waileth that part 
» Which he hath {oſt , conſecrating himſelſe to retirement with 
wilfull teares. Another hath met with a good marriage, but 
*? his barreneſſe maketh him amaſſe riches for a ſtranger. Another 
2» hath children, to haue cauſe of great miſcries : and to ſpeake in 
72 word, you ſhal, find very few, who wel agree with their cõ- 
” gitior Through al, there are euils, which giue happineſſe to 
2» thoſe who are ignorant of them, and horror to ſuch, as haue 
zz ttied them. 
Add alſo a reaſon , that theſe men, very fortunate, are ex- 
” tremely ſenſible ypon the touch, and as there needs not any 
2» thing, bat a pegge to ſtay a piece of artillery ypon the way ;ſo 
the leaſt accident hindreth the glory of their greatneſse. How 
many thinke you are there who would touch Heauen with a 
2» finger , if they had but only the ſurpluſage of your Fortune? 
This place, which you call your baniſhment , is the countrey 
of ſo many honeſt men, as inhabit it, and if you reaſon wel you 
23 ſhall find, that there is (as it were) nothing miſerable z if you 
* make it not by opinion. 
2 
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In the end I azke you, Whether euer you haue had any 
thing iu che world more pretious, then your ſelſe ? It you an- 
ſwere truly, you will proteſt vnto me aſſuredly, no; and yet 33 
notwichitading , behold you ( thanks be ta god) ityou will, to | 
haue ſo much, and more tor your ſelfe, then, euer you had, 
and that neither priſon, nor tetters may preiudice the liberty of 5» 
our ſpirit, 
: The third reaſon, which is very much at large deduced in 
this diuine worke, is drawne from the vanity ot all tempotall 
oods, where wiſedome proueth by very good reaſons ythat if 
ſorrowes we haue for the world, might be meaſured at the 
rate of the thinges, which contriſtate vs; as there is nothing 
great in this yale of teares , ſo ſbonld there not be any thing ca- 
pable of much diſquiet. Mourne we for mertals, which are the 
neſts of ruſt, and the tinder of co iſcence; for attites which 
are the nouriſhment of moathes ; for bodies whichare the food 
of wormes; for houſes, which are the bones of the earth, pyled 
one vpon another with cyment, and morter ? For pretious 
ſtones which are the excrements of an engaged Sea, borrowing 
their worth from our illufion; for honours avhich ate ; olden 
makes and weather»cockes of intonjſtancy -' | 
What a folly is it to hold retirement for a puniſhment, which 
ſo many braue ſpirits haue taken for a paradife? And to thinke 
our ſelues ſharpely puniſhed, hen we no longer behould be 
hind vs great traines of ſeruitours, who burthen vs with their 
erimes, and make vs become anſwerable for their follies? What 
an errour is it to deſire to hold riches locked vp, Which neuer 
are what they ought to be, but when they are diſtributed ? For 
they reſemble a dunghill, which ſtinketh when it is 
heaped , and fatneth the fieldes, when it is ſpread abroad. Wo 
' moue heauen and earth to fly from anti find it in our 
-riches ; for great fortunes are now adayes (0 „and haue 
ſo much ado to maintaine themſelues, that although the needy 
are euer the moſt poore, yet is there nothing more beggerly , 
then the rich, who haue a thouſand dependances, and a thou- 
— neceſſities, hereunto their felicity is (faſted; as with 2 
. ne. | 
What a charme is it tothinke then to be happy, When you 
—_— managg 
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manage the affaires of Great ones ; where neuer is any thin 
Proſe 6. l. done — pleaſe 3 make not your ſelfe a ſlaue — then 
3. O gloria paſſions, where fauours are graunted of teathers, and diſgraces 
— — inflicted of lead ? Where your ſleep is ſould, your lite and your 
mn mer. fayth tor a pleaũng phantaſme, which laſterh no longer, then 
talwmn, ni. the dreame of one night? Deſeruech not a man to be ſtrucken 
hil al downe as an enemy of realon, when vnlooſened from this fla- 
aß ru uery, be withereth, languiſheth, and fighes for his fetters, rea- 
flu dy preſt a thouſand tymes to kiſſe the handes of him, who a- 
mages + gaine would enchaine him. | 
What a mockery is it to affect greatneſſe among men? as if 
a Rat would make himſelfe a Lord among Mice, and to feed 
himſelf with glory, which is nothing but a ſwelling of the care. 
Oh Boetixs, Seneca defired ynder Nero, and Papinian vnder An« 
Bu rei- toninw,the ſolitude which thou now enioyeſt: but whileſt they 
euro; moles endeauour to breake their bandes, and leaned to atuinous wal, 
Hanau. the maſle of their greatneſſe tranſported and buryed them. Be- 
hould thy ſelfe retyred from affaires, into a chamber of Fun 
behold thy ſelfe in repoſe, and among bookes the firſt emtertai- 
nementof thy young dayes; why doſt thou not now 2 
make a vertue of the happyneſſe, which the prouidence of Go 
offereth thee ? | cog . e pe 
Fora third point he conſidered the fruires that oi 


»y deriucd from ttĩbulation, When it is well managed. P 
.(ſayth this wiſedome vnto him) is windy, open, fli 
inconſidetate . Aduerſity quite otherwiſe, is ſober, reſerr 
„ prudent, and dircumſpeR; the one ynder apparences' of felic- 
ries, bringeth-ynto ys an infinity of lyes, the other is euex 
and fincere the onedeceaueth ys, the otherinſtryReth vs ; the 
one blinderh ys, the other enlightyeth vs ths. 608 5 
ran. hi | 77 e ee 
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eduerfities . The laſt day of thy lite, which cannot be farre of, 
will euet be the laſt ot thy ili fortunes ʒ it thou leaue nor it , ir 
will iorſake thee : it is an ordinance of God that fauours and 
dilgraces canno: be of long continuance, and that for mortals , 
there is nocuill immorrtall . 

Finally for the latt reaſon , the holy man, who had com- 
poſed ſo learned books of the myſteries of our faith, forſaking 
all the comforts of humane things, drenched him ſelſe very 
farre into the conſideration of bleſings in the other life, of eter- 
nity, and the excellency of God, He conſidered it, as à ſea in- 


finite of eſſence, bounty, beatitude , which encloſeth in it ſelſe hi: 18 
all being, all good, all yerity. He ſaw the whole vniuerſe in inferred 
this immeſity of God, as a {punge would be in the midſt of the in my 


Ocean, an atome in the aire, an 
ced in the firſt heauen, He ſaw in his boſome all glory, al dig- 
nities , all riches, all treaſures, all pleaſures, all conſolations, 
all delights , all ioyes, and all beatitudes; he walked at plea- 
ſure in thoſe foureteene _— of Greatneſſe , which are in 


9 ; Infinity , i  mmutability, n 
| , ection, ſanctit be nig unity, a ) 8, mer 
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From thence he beheld the word iricarnare, the true King 
of the afflicted, and all the Saints laden with eroſſes and perſe- 
cutions, thinking himſelfe very happy to mingle his teares with 
the bloud of ſo many braue courages , who had heauen 
with violence. This conſalation overflowing his heart drow- 
ned all his acerbities, and infinitely — the ſharpneſſe of 


his A 

Behold the fruĩtes, which the wiſe Beetia gathered in his 
priſon; well ſhewing that vertue is an Hoſteſſe tractable in 
euery lodging, & who looſeth no part of her in chaines, 
It only appertaineth to huge mountaĩues to beare ſnow & ver- 
dure, at one and the ſame time, and to great ſoules to retaine a 
holy vigour in the ſtrength of affliRious, 


Sect, 12, 


alittle globe of glaſze, encha- lowne. 
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Set. 12, The Death of Boetius. 


e T is a loſſe that the Authors which haue written 


obthis death, haue cut off ſo ſhort the laſt act ofa 
lite ſo eminent. There is not any thing (faith one) 
ſo curious in a ſtatue, nor ſo hard to poliſh, as the 
nailes; and nothing which more cleerely maketh 
the ion ofa man accompliſhed in vertues to be ſeene, thẽ 
a goad Death. I will heere ſpeake that, which I haue dra ne 
from the moſt probable authours, touching the death of Beetius. 
It is certaine he was very long in this priſon , ſince he complai- 
neth in the preface of a booke., which he compoſed A 
time of bis captjuity, that his ſpicit was in declination, his body 
being worne with the tu ments, he endured bythe rigour of a 
King of the Gothes. Death inthe end came to vnlooſe his ſet- 
tors , by an ad very barbarous, exerciſed by Theaderickg on this 


a man. 

He ſeeing Rope loby had done nothing in hie Euour at. 
Conſtantinople, but i the Temples. of the Ar- 
rians to:be:reflored, had purified, and changed ihem into Ca- 
thehcke Churches;ho entred into a tury more exorbitant, then 


euer, and thu. Pope in priſon at Rauen, Vntilt he was 
waltad nx $97 erty Sha — his mo bleſſed foule in fevs, 


ters, to haſten that ho might enioy the liberry of the eloct. 
| Cppaign.and: Baſticwaceulers of Boatixz,, failed not to kindle 
the fire with all their power, to ruine him, whome they alreae. 
dy hadi wounded . Fhete was ſent vnto him a Comiſſary, who 
veas Gouernour of Paris, to interrogate him ypon matters, 
where with he had bin charged. The King promiſing him by: 
this inſtrumont, areafonable viage; it he would c all the 
— — F_ hat 
is comiſſion imported, roplieth: —— ug Maiſter 
that my conſcience, and age haue reduced me to thoſe tearmes, 
wherin neither menaces, nor allurements can worke any thing 
Vpon ne to the preiudice of reaſon. To require the proceeding 

my conſpiracy, is to demaund a chimara, which hath * 

| in 
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bin, nor ener ſhall, Is the diſtruſt of his witneſſes ſo great, that 
needs he muſt exact from my mouth the articles of my condem- 
nation? Verily he hath as much cauſe ro ddubr my accuſers, as 3» 
I matter of glory to be accuſed by mouthes ſo impure, that they 
would (as it were) iuſtify the greateſt delinquents by their de 
poſitions. One Baſiliu chaſed from the Court, & charged with 9» 
debt, hath bin bought to ſell my bloud, and hauing loft credit ,, 
in all things, finds more then inough tor my ruine. Op:lion and 
Gaudenuus condemned to banithment, for au infinite number of 2?, 
wicked practizes, they being fled to Aultars, the King redou- , 
blech an Edict, by which he ordeined, that if they inſtantly  * 
went not out of Ravenna, they ſhould be brided in the forchead ?? 
with an hoat Iron. What may be added to ſuch an infamy ? yer z» 
notwithſtanding the ſame day,they were received, and heard 
againſt me. Arrowes ire made of all wood to tranffi xe me, and 
the moſt criminall, are freed in my accuſation; Some being not 5 
aſhamed to imploy againſt the lite of a Senatour thoſe, who ,, 
would ſcarcely haue bin ſet to confront very ſlaues. 

This makes me ſay my condemnation is premeditated , and 2? 
my death already vowed, and that this ſearch is made for pet- „ 
ty formalities , ro diſguiſe an iniuſtice. King Theodoricke playeth 
too much the Politician, for a man, who hath full liberty to do ?? 
ill. What need is there to vie ſo many trickes ? Tell him boldly ,» 
from me, that I ſubmit to his condemnation. I was willing to 
ſaue the Senate, though little gratefull for the ſincerity ot my af 
fections: I wiſhed the repoſe of the Catholicke Church: I haue 33 
ſought the liberty of the Roman people: Heere is all that I can 
ſay, As I am not in condition to tell a — am I not on tearmes *? 
to conceale a truth. Had I knowne the meanes to reduce the zy 
Empyre into better order, he ſhould neuer haue vnderſtood it. 
Finally ifhe be reſolued to put me to death thereupon , let him 
haſten his blow. It is long ſince I haue had death in deſite and 23 
life in patience. 

The Commiſſary much amazed at this conſtancy , 
made his relation to the King in very ſharpe words, Which 
put oyle a freſh into the flame, to thruſt affaires, into extre- 
mities. The © Ruſticians wife of Boetim knowing the point 
whereunto the ſafety of wy husband was reduced, made vſe - 
00 4 
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all che attractiues ſhe could, to muigate the fury of the Prince: 
and obſeruing Amelazunts the daughter of Thbeodoricks to be an 
honourable Lady, and endowed with a fingular bounty, ſhe 
recommended her petitions , and teares to her, This Lady gaue 
her acceſſe to the King, to whome ſhe{with her children pre- 
ſented herſelte in a moſt deplorable itate , able to ſoſten obau- 
rate rockes. 
Alas (Syr) ſaid ſhe , if you ance more daigne to behold from 
the throne of your glory, the duſt of the earth, caſt your eyes v- 
pon a poore aiſlicted creature, whois but the ſhadow of what 
32 the hath been. I no longer am that Ruſticiana, who ſaw paimes 
and honours to grow in her houſe, as flowers in meadowes : 
2? Diſaiter hauing taken him from me, by whome | ſubſiſted, 
3» hath left me nothing but the image of my former fortune, the 
. ſorrowes of the paſſed, the griefe of the preſent, and horrour of 
the time to come. 
* 1 wonld ſweare vpon aultars, that my husband hath neuer 
55 failed in the duty, which he ow eth to your Maieſty; but Calum- 
ny bath depainted his innocency vnto you, with a cole, to in- 
flame you with chollex againſt a man, who euer had your inte- 
z» reſts, as deere vnto him, as his owne. I know what he hath ſo 
many times (aid to me thexeot, and how he hath bred his chil- 
den. Wham peut Maioſty wow behaldeth at your ſoete. It we 
„ no longer ſhall take benefit of iultice.(Syr) b implore your mer- 
4 2 in a woman , worthy of compaſſion, toſſed in the 
me, and who beholdeth in the haven rhe Ohues of Peace, 
„ Which you al ways haue deſired to. equall with your Lawrels. 
„ Suffer me. may imbrace them: The world already harh cauſe 
bn to dread your power; giue vs cauſe to Joue it propor- 
39 tionably to your bounty, Alas (Sys). on whome will you be- 
3, ſto it? Fire, which conſumeth all, burneth not aſhes, and he- 
hold Vs heere couered with aſhes before your oyes: what more 
deſire you of vs? A miſerable creature is a ſacred thingʒ the God 
„ ofthe allied taketh it into bis protection, and will no more 
* haue it touched, then his aultars. — 5 ines baue ſet mo 
that ragke, and my ſexe made. mo a iuſt o of your pittys 
»» (Syr) render that to me. which I in this. world do hold moſt 
„ Necious, and thinks 


not we cuet will retayne any — 


of what is paſt;when-we ſhall ſee our ſelues reeſtabliſed in our 
former fortune . It is in you to commaund, and for ys to obey 
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ou ordinances , and euen to kiſſe the thunderboit , that ſtri- * 


eth vs . 

It is to much purpoſe to preſent muſicke to the eares of Ti- 
gers, it hath no other efſect, but to enrage them the more. I he 
cruell Tyrant preſently commaunded the Lady ro withdraw ; 
adding he would do her iuſtice; and they ceaſſing not ſtill to 
multiply ſuſpitions with him vpon this pretended conſpiracy , 
as if Boetia had now bin preſently , with {word in hand with 
the Emperour luſtine at the gates of Rome, or Rauen, he fell 
into ſuch feare, gall , & choller, that without any other formall 
proceding of juſtice, he diſpatched the atore mentioned Com- 
mi ſſary with a Tribune, to put him to death, whole lite was fo 
precious to the Romane Empire. 

Boetius, who had a Jong time bin prepated both by prayers, 
and the Sacraments of the Church tor this laſt houre, knowing 
the cauſe wherefore they came, beheld them with a confidenr 

countenaunce , and ſaid: Performe your Commiſſion boldly : It u long 
fince | knew , that death alone muſt open the gates of this priſon for ms. 
And hauing (poken this he conteined himſelte ſome while ina 
deepe filence, recommending to God this laſt act of his life, & 
cõſi going to him his ſoule , which during this impriſonment he 
had fo ofren whitened with his reares , and purihed as in a pre- 
cious limbecke of eternall Charities, wherein all great ſoules ars 
deified , 

This done, he went forewatd with a ſetled pace to the 
place of execution, which the King would haue very ſecret , 
nor to excite the people where ſeeing himſelſe: Beheld beere 
( faith he) the Treater which haue long deſired . I proteſt before rhe 
face of the ting God , and hu holy Saints , that I haue euer bad moſt 
ſincere intentions for the good of the State, nor am I culpable of any of 
theſe crimes ob etted againit me. If my inocency be now oppreſt, there thai 
come a better poſterity , which shall draw ſide the Curtaine , & enter 
taine the rayes of truth. O Rome, O Rome, would ts God thou mighteſt 
be purified by my blood, and I to be the laſt Victime ſacrificed for the pu- 
blique ſaſety ! I will not now accuſe him who condemned me, deſiring 
God rather may open his eyes to ſee the iu ſtice of my cauſe » & the plottes 
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«* pradtized vpon bis one ſoule . Bebold the recompence I gaine , for becs- 
ming hoary in bis ſernice ; but God is the fartbfull witneſic of all my 4- 
Aions, and in bu boſome u it now , where | lay downe my liſe, my body, 
my ſeule, and all my intereſts. 

There was bur one poore gentleman waiter, that accom- 
panied him in this paſſage : who as he powred out teares neere 
ynto him, Boctiu carneitly beholding him, ſaid: I'Vhere « your 
reſolution , leave theſe teares for the miſerable , and tel my Father- in- 
law , my wife , and children , that | haue done nothing heere v.] ].õẽ.!V2 
of their honour , and that they att nothing vnworthy of me ly b:wailing 
me with plaints, which would be little honourable for tbe condition of my 
death,but that they rather take this accident, 45 & great guift fro heaut . 
They well. know | haue ener told them, it is not hecre, where we then ld 
expect repoſe , but in the place, where | hope to prepare them a roome « 
Theſe words ſpoken, they proceeded to execution by the bar- 
barous commaundement giuen by Theodorick,. 

haue read a very auncient manuſcript , from whence I 
haue drawne ſome particulers couched thetein, that a cruel tor- 
ture was inflicted on this holy man, long time ſtreyning a cord 
about his forchead , in ſuch ſort , that his cies ſtarted out of his 
head, and that in the end they knocked him downe with a lea- 
uer: which l cannot thinke to be probable, ſeeing all other 
coſtantly attirme, his head was cut of by the hand of a hangmã: 
and Martian, who moſt eloquently wrot his life, addeth that 
by miracle he ſome ſpace of time held his head in his owne 
hands, like another S. Denis, vntill he gaue vp the ghoſt, before 
the Aultar ot a chappell very neere to the place of his execu- 
tion. 

His body was interred in the Church of S. 4»gufline, to 
whome he had a particulet deuotion, and his name put amon 
the Martyrs, as Baronius obſerueth , becauſe he died partly for 
the defence of the Catholique Church againſt the Arrians. The 
place of his impriſonment hath bin preſerued as a great mona- 
ment of piety , 

His tombe honoured with verſes ſuch as that time could 
afford, where among other things this title is giuen him:Boetins 
in calo magnus, & omm perſpectus mundo. 

The King ſtayed not a whit aſtet this, to put Symmachw his 
Father 
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Father in law to death, and — no 4" both of 
the one , and other, which was a very lamen thing ; = 
notwithſtanding the couragious Zuſſiaana bare the death of her 
Father, and husband with ſo great conſtanty, that ſhe deſerued 
to draw all ſucceeding ages into admirationʒ far ſhe ſpake moſt 
freely to the King, reproaching him with his difloyalty , and 
honoured theſe two eminent ſoules, as Saints, much offended 
wirth her ſelte , if at any time, nature won4eares from her cies, 
as iudging them too baſe to bo. ſaciſiced to ſo flow riſhing a 
memory * ; 15% 12. 
The vengeance of God, ſſackned not long to fall — the 

ilty he ad of Theadoricę: tot tew dayes after this act. as he con- 
tinually liued in the repreſentations of his crime, his imaginati- 
on was ſo troubled , that being at the table when they came to 
ſerue vp the great head of a ſiſh, he figured to himſelte it was the 
head of Symmac his, the laſt of all butchered; and although much 
endeauour was vſed to remooue this phantaſy trom him, it was 
impoſſible to giue remedy, but he roſe from the table like a man 
affrighted crying out murther, and felt inſtantly ſuch a quaking 


ouer all his body, and beſides ſuch conuulſions in all his mem- 


bers, that he mult needes preſently be carryed to hisbedzwhere 
he was viſited by his Phiftian, to whome he complained, with 
much horrour, that he had ſhed bloud , which would perpetu- 
ally bleed againſt him. The feauer, and phrenſy carryed him 
hence into the other world, where he had a meruailous ac- 
compt to make; of whome we know no more particulers : yet 
S. Gregory witneſſeth that he learned from the mouth of a man 
worthy of credit, that the ſame day he dyed at Rome, certaine 
honourable perſons being at Lipari, a little land of Sicily in the 
Cell of a Hermit, who lived in the reputation of great ſanity, 
he ſaid vnto them: Know yee , that King Theodoricke is no more ? 
They replying, nay not ſo , we left him aliue, & in health. Notwuth- 
Handing ( faith he) I can well aßure you he dyed to day in Rome and 
which i more iudged , condemned, and thrawne into the ſtorehouſes of 
ſubterranean fire , which we heere call the cauldron of Vulcan. And it 
was aſtrange thing, that they being returned to Rome, vnder- 
ſtood the death ofthis wretched King. to haue bin at that inſtant 


Procop. . 
4 


time, told by the Hermit; which was held for a moſt maniteſt π1.. | 


Oo iudgment 


iudgment of God und made ail theſetowemble, who heard the 


vetation therevt. 

C cs hi bis daughter, although an in- 
lant ſuedeodod to tua aſtmes, vudder the regency of his mother 
nac, who reſtore all the had bin conſiſcated, to 
the Widdow, chat lived afterward, vntill lama got the Em- 
pire from the Gothes, by the tneanes of Belliſarius: at Which time 
ſhe made all the images, and ſtarues of Theodoricke to be broken , 
— Ry" o-tm_I, as him aſtet his 

catn. 


Alu, great God! he g the ſtate of this Vnidoerſe, 
and illers of heauen to ſhake vnd er your footſie 
What is man who will wiles in a matter of policy cõ- 


— yourererhall maximes? How hath this Wreth ended, 
ſoule, Empire, and ſaluation to purſue a phantaſme ? He 

— — —— 
mane things, and then paſt awry, lenuing nothing behind but 
Reems, dure — 2 time your ood Serum 
Boetivs walking in the wayes, which you prefcribed him, is 
mounted to the glory of rhe , teauing heere behind him, 
the precious memory of his Name, to all poſtet ry. 


— 


LADY 


ADYES, 


I ſhould do an iniury to San» 
ctity, euen in the Holy Court, if 
hauing vndertaken to ſpeake of 

iety of great ones in theſe Trea- 
tiſes, I ſhould paſſe Ladyes vader ſilence, who in 
all rymes haue contributed to the glory of Chri- 
ſtianity ſo much force beyond their ſexe, as ver- 
tues above Nature. God hath employed them 
ia the great affaires of all ages, ſince the Word 
which from all eternity acknowledged, but one 
Father in Heauen, hath beene pleaſed to ac- 
Ppp know: 
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knowledge, in later tymes, one Mother vpon 
carth : & that he who is able to cloath the nica- 
dowes with the enamell of flowers, and Heaucn 
with the beauty of lights, toobe flelh and blond 
of a Virgin, to make himſelfe a garment, and 
frame to himſelfe a Body . And as the chaſt 
wombe of a woman ſerued him for a lodging at 
his firſt entrance iuto the world: ſo when he 
would iſſue out amongſt ſo many horrours , pu- 
niſhments, and images of Death; when ſtones 
were rent aſunder for gricte vnder his feet, and 
Heauen diſtended with ſorrow oucr his head; 
Women were allo found neere to the Croſſe, as 
witnellcs of his laſt wordes , and ſuruiuers of his 
bloud . 

.... . Heere (O Ladies) are Eternall Alliances, 
which you haue contracted with deuotion; and 
he who would bereaue the ſweetnes of its repoſe, 
ſhould baniſh you from your owne houſes. So 
many men as ſtir yp quarrels ſeeme now adaics 
to haue no other profeſſion , but to kill, and dye 
vpõ credit. Tholc,who are cõuerſant in books, 
waſt themſelues in the pleaſing tortures of the 
mind. Others, who are inuolued in the turmoils 
of publike affaires, oftentymes gaine nought cls 
then ſmoke, and noiſe. But when I behould you 


vader 
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vnderthe title of the deuout Sexe, which is gi- 
uen you by the Church: I find your bleſſing is 
in the dew of Heauen, and that you reſemble 
Bees, which are borne in hony , or rather thoſe 
Birdes of the Fortunate lands , nouriſhed with 
perfumes . | 

Belieue me, thoſe of your Sexe who haue not 
true piety, had they a world of greatneſſe, and 
beautyes, and were it, that all the riches of this 
world had rendred it ſelfe tributary to their In- 
temperance, would be no more eſteemed before 
God , then the flower of graſſe, or ſcumme of 
earth. But ſuch, as take the way of holy, & ſo- 
lide vertues, enter into a life wholy Angelicall, 
which forgetting Sexe, and naturall imperfecti- 
ons, furniſherh it ſelfe, with the molt perfect 
Idea's of the Diuinity. 

Behould heercof a Modell, which ] preſent 
vnto you in this Treatiſe, where after ] haue ob- 
ſcrucd rather by ſpeculation, then practiſe ſome 
blemiſhes which might tarniſh the luſtre of ſo 
many celeſtiall beauties ; ] reduce the piety of 
Ladyes into ſuch bright ſplendour of day- light, 
that it were to haue no eyes, not to admire the 
merit thereof . I haue beene willing to make this 
ſcruice ſuteable to my habit, and not vnworthy 
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of your conſiderations , thereunto inuited by 
Ladyes, who haue happily allyed vertue, to the 
moſt eminent qualities of all he kingdome, and 


who might ſerue me for a modell, were they in a 
mach better Age, then my ſelfe. 

If God who hath inſpired me with theſe Con- 
templations, graunt your performance, I ſhall 


haue the crowne of my vowes, and you, that, of 
your perfections. 


CNET. a8 


Section I. That the Holy Court cannot ſubſAl with- 
our thervertue of Ladyes : and of their Piety in the 
aduancement of Chriſtianity. 


EHOLD ,where I purpoſe to ſhut vp this work 
of the Holy Court, which I haue brought thus 
farre with labour inough. And fince God after 
thoſe great workes of the Creation repoſed ſo 
ſoone, as he had made woman; he therby ſhews 
me an example to giue ſome reſto my pen, whẽ 
I ſhall haue repreſented vnto you the perſections of a Lady: 
ſuch as I would wiſh her, to ſerue as an ornament for Chr iſtia- 
nity, anda modell of vertue. 

Yet Reader, I muſt needs tell you, I haue feared this Ha- Ii ad 
uen, Wheruuto I ſaw my ſelſe arriue of neceſſity , as well for 2. & 
that I learned of the great Martyr S . Iuſtin, that a ſinguler diſ- —_— p 
vetion muſt be had to treate with women, and that he doth 7" ey" 
yery much, who can loue their vertues, without danger: be- 7 nd 805 
ſides being naturally diſpoſed to brevity, I ſomewhat Joubted prrIupdoy 
leaſt they might in — communicate by my diſcourſe, ſome 
touches of thoſe great delayes, which they vſe in attyting thẽ- 
ſelues ;and veril I ſee there are many things may be ſayd both 
of the one fide, and other. And as it is an act ſomewhat yncivil 
to runne inconſideratly into inuectiues againſt the ſexe: ſo it is 
an vnworthy ſeruitude of mind to be too obſequious to them, 
and render vices — by a falſe pteſumption of — 
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I am mnch bound co my profeſſion, that it ſequeſtreth me 


from theſe rwo Rockes, where ſo many veflells ſutfer ſhip- 
Alcon of wrake. If I muſt blame you, I will do, as he who flew the Ser- 
Crecs, nt, not touching the body of his Sonne twined vp in his 
foulds; will itrike vice without (laundering the ſexe, and it 
they muſtbe prayſed, I looke on them, as the Idas of Plats, who 

haue nothing in them common with matter. 
begin co verify my firſt propoſition, and ſay, the good 
life of women is a piece ſo neceſſary for Chriſtianity, that it cã- 
not be cut off without introducing a notable diſorder: and i tel 
you this, becauſe there are many vncollected ſpirits in the 
world, who make it their glory to act all againſt the haire, to 
oppoſe the moſt ſound opinions, to giue the lye to Nature, and 
do that in the world, which Momw in fables . Somerymes they 
ſer themſe lues to cenſure the State, & find ſomewhat to ſay of 
military matters, treaſures, lawes, and offices: ſometyme: x don 
frame Common- wealthes of Plate in their empty braines, and 
gon(tirute new formes of gouernement., which never wil haue 
being, but in theit Chymzra's .When they haue touched vpon 
the purple, and the diademe, they buſy themſelues to controule 
God vpon the maſter- pieces of Nature, and among other things 

that he hath done ill, to create a woman. 

Cate the Cenſor ſayd in his tyme, that if the world were 
without women, the conuerſation of men would not be ex- 
$ med empt from the company of Gods. And a Doctour ot the lewes 
— — | —.— a reaſon why the eternall word, had ſo long ty me de- 
er — ferred its incarnation, ſayd nothing els, but that the world was 
2 then repleniſhed with bad women, and that foure thouſand 
lr nou YEares were not able to furniſh out one good one, to ſerue as an 
fe /i; inſtrument ſuteable to the greatnes of this myſtery, Another 
Dys, - having liued free from the bandes of marriage, cauſed to be ſet 
| on his Tombe : Vixit fine impediments; He lined without bindraxce, 
Inte fe. which was 2 phraſe very obſcure to divine, wha: he would 
ſay: Norwithſtanding it was found this hinderance wherot he 
ſpake was a woma . T his may wel happen through the vice, & 
miſery wherin the ſtate of this preſent lite hath cofined vi: but 
to ſpeake generally, we muſt athrme had ir beene the beſt way 
to frame the — without a woman, God had done it, neuer 


expecting 
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expecting the aduiſe of theſe braue Cat i; and whoſoener en- 
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deauoureth to condemne matriage, as a thing not approued by — 
God, ſh:weth that he is either out of his Wits, or a publique e- 4 hen 


nemy io mankind. 


ublieus , 


The great . Peter in whoſe ſpirit God locked vp the ma- — a- 
ximes ofthe beſt policy of the world, was of another opinion, ® + 


hen he iudged the good, and laudable conuerſation of wo- 
men, rendred it ſelfe ſo neceſſary tor Chriſtianity, that it was a 
fingular meane to gaine thoſe to God, who would not ſubmm 
themſelues to the Ghoſpell . Whereupon he affoarde th an in- 
comparable honour to the vertue of holy women, diſpoſing it 
in ſome ſort, into a much higher degree of force, and vtility, 
then the preaching of the word of God: and ja eſſect it ſeemeth 
this glorious Apottle by a ſpirit of prophecy , foreſaw an ad- 
mirable thing, which after ward appearedin the revolution of 
many ages, Which is, that God hath made ſuch vſe of the picty 
of Ladyes for the aduancement of Chriſtianity, that in allthe 
molt flouriſhing kingdomes of Chriſtendome there are obſer- 
ued ſtill ſome Queenes,or Princeſſes, who haue the very firſt of 
all aduaunced the ſtandart of the Croſſe ypon the ruines of In- 
fidelity. Helens planted true Religion in the Roman Empire, 
Caſarea in Perſia , Theodelinda in Italy, Clotilda in France, Indegun- 
du in Spaine, Margarite in England, Gyſellu in Hungaria, Dambrucs 
in Poland, Olga in Ruſſia, Ethelberga in Germany, not ſpeaking of 
an infinite number ot others, who haue happily —— 
encreaſed that, which was couragiouſly eſtabliſhed. 

Reaſon alſo tauoureth my propoſition; tor we muſt neceſ- 
ſarily conteſſe, there is nothing ſo powertull to perſwade(what 
euer it be) as Complacence, & Flattery; fince it was the ſmoc- 
theſt attractiue, which the euill ſpiric made vſe of in the terre- 
ſtriall Paradiſe to ouerthrow the firſt man, ſetting before him 
the alluring pleaſures of an Exe , very newly iſlued out ofthe 
hands of God. 

Now euery one knowes Nature hath imparted ro woman 
a very good =m_ of theſe innocent charmes : and ii many by 
theſe priviledges are alſo powerfull in actions ſo wicked; why 
ſhould nor ſo many vertuous ſoules generouſly employed in the 
ſeruice of the great God, bears az much ſway, fince he — 
me 
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meth to communicate a grace wholy new to the good qualities, 
that are aymed to his honour ? 

I conjure all Women, & Ladyes who ſhall read this Trea- 
tiſe to take from hence a generous ſpirit, and neuer permit Vice, 
and Curioſity may deriuc tribute trom ſuch ornaments, as God 
hath conferred on them, it being vnfit to ſtuffe Babylon, with the 
gold, and marbles of Sen. 


Sect. 2. That women are capable of good 
Lights , and ſolid Inftructions. 


WER Inca l ſee my ſelfe obliged by my defigne, to 
N make a briefe modell of principall Perfections, 
n which may be deſired for the accompliſhment of 

Ay 4 /q nn excellent Lady; and that this diſcourſe cannot 
de throughly perfected without obſeruing vici- 
OUS quauaies, Which are blemiſhes oppoſite to the yertues we 
endeauour to eſtabliſh; I will make vſe of the cle of ſome no- 
table inuention in ſo great a Labyrinth of thoughts, the better 
to facilitate the way. 

[ remember to haue heertofore read a very rare manuſcri 
of Theodeſins of Malta, a greeke Author touching the nuptialls 
of Theophilus E our — and his wife Theods- 
ta, which will furniſh vs with a ſingular entrance into that, 
which we now ſeeke for; ſo that we add the embeliſhment of 
ſo many oracles of wiſdome, to the foundations which this Hi- 
ſtorian hath layed. 

He recounterh , that as this Theophilus was on the point to 
diſpoſe himſelfe for mariage, the Empreſſe his mother named 
Euphrefine, who paſſionatly deſired the contentment of her Son 


25 


and rela- in an affaire of ſo great importance diſpatched her Embaſſadors 


teth it 
ſomwhat 
arher- 
wiſe, bur 
ler vs fol- 
low our 
Autlour. 


through all the prouinces of the Empire, to draw togeather the 
moſt accompliſhed maydens , which might be found in the 
whole circuit of his Kingdome. And for that purpoſe ſhe ſhut 
vp within the walles of Conſtantinople , the rareſt beautyes of 
the whole world, aſſembling a great number of Virgins into a 
chamber of his Pallace called ior curioſity The Pearls. The day 
being 
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being come, wherein the E:nperotr was to make choice of her 
to whome he would giue his hart, wich the Crowne of the 
Empyre ; the Empreile his Mocher fpake to him in thele 
rearmes. 

MY LORD AND SONNE; Needes muſt 
I confeile, that ſince the day, Nature bound me fo ſtraight- 
ly to your perſon, next after God, I neither haue loue, feare, 
care , hope, nor contentment , but for you. The day yiel- 
deth vp all my thoughts to you, and the night which ſeemeth 
made to arreſt che agitations of our ſpirit, neuer razeth the re- 
membrance of you trom my hart: I acknowledge my ſelfe dou- 
bly obliged, to procure withall my endeauours , what ere con- 
cerneth your intereſts, becauſe 1 am your Mother, and that ſee 
you charged with an Empire, which is no {mail burthen , tor 
thoſe , Who haue the diſcretion to vnderſtand what they vn- 
dertake. | 

It ſeemes to me, that ſince the death of the Emperour your 
Father my moſt honoured Lord, I haue ſo many tymes newly 
been deliuered of you, as I haue ſeene thorny affaires in the 
mannage of your ſtate. And at this time when | behold you v- 
pon tearmes to take a wife, and that I know by experience to 
meete with one, who is accompliſhed with all perfections ne- 
ceſlary for your ſtate , is no whit leſſe rare , then the acquiſition 
of a large Empire, the care which I haue euer vſed in all concer- 
ning — glory, and contentment, is now more ſenſible with 
me, then at any other time heretofore. | 

It is true (o moſt deere Sonne) that the praiſe-worthy incli- 
nations, which I haue obſerued in your Maieſty, giue me as 
much hope as may reaſonably be conceiued inthe courſe of hu- 
mane things: yet notwithſtanding the accidents we ſee to 
happen ſo contrary to their proceedings, do alſo entertayne my 
mind in ſome yncertainty. 

T hat you may take ſome reſolution ypon this matter , be- 
hould in the Pearle of Conſtantinople, I haue made choice of 
the moſt e xquiſite maidens of your Empire, to the end your Ma- 
ieſty may elect her whome you ſhall iudge moſt worthy of your 
chaſt affection . I beſeech God who is authour of Marriage, to 
direc your ſpirit in this choice; and diſpoſe it to that, which 
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ſhalbe to his greater glory, wherein you ſhall euer find your 
Contentments. 

When ſhe had ſpoken this, ſhe drew out of a box a golden 
apple, enameld with precious ſtones , which ſhe had purpolely 
cauſed to be made that it might be preſented to her, who ſhould 
be choſen out for the bed of her ſonne, and putting it into the 
Emperours hand: Behold (ſayth ſhe) the golden apple which 
I leaue to your diſcretion, to giue it to the moſt abſolute. You 
haue the Commillion of Paris in your hands, but you ſhall do 
well to diſpoſe ot it, more diſcreetly, then he. 

The Emperour after he had molt affectionatly giuen thanks 
to his Mother, for ſo many excellent prootes of her affection, 
asked of her by what note might one know a Wife truly yertu- 
ous, and ſo accompliſhed, as ſhe withed. 

Euphroſing replyed, It is no ſle ight demaiid(Ob Ceſar)nor can 
that ſo readily be reſolued, yet by your good fauour I will. 
roughly delineate this diſcourſe with ſo much ſincerity, as not 
to attribute any thing to my ſexe, to the preiudice oftruth. 

There are three forts of men, who cannot ſpeake well of ys: 
whercot the firſt are certaine (coffers , who to put themſelues 
into an humour, and to giue ſcope to their ſpirit, haue no diſ- 
courſe more familiar in their mouthes , then the condemnation 
of women; & God forbid theſe ſhould be any other, then Poets, 
or Philoſophers ; for they frame diſcourſes of our nature, & ex- 
trauagancies. 

1 reuenge my ſelfe commonly vpon theſe kind of men by ſi- 
lence : for it is to caſt water on coales, to heare them without re- 
ply, and to puniſh their tattle by contempt. | 

Others are men galled in ſport, and who haue not well 
dif; — ſome diſgraces they haue receiued from women, to 
home either vice, folly, or malice hath engaged them more 
then was expedient for their quiet. Theſe are, as if a dog hurt 
with a ſtone ſhould runne vp and downe to bite all the ſtones 
he finds in his way, yea thoſe which are laid by workmen in 
the buildings of Churches, and howſes. They fall vpon all 
women for hauing beene deceiued (as they lay ) by a woman, 
and ceaſe not to ſcrateh the wound, to renew the ſmart of it. 
But who ſees not it is a meete paſſion, to blame the generall, 


ot the deſerts of particulars? In 
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In the third rancke are certaine Melancholy furious crea- 
tures, or thoſe that haue alſo ſomething worſe in them, then 
Fury, who haue not ſo much proclaymed warre againſt our 
Sexe, as devoured ir againit totall Nature, which couereth 
vs With its armes in this point, and confirmeth vs in our right 
by their filence . Some ot theſe who pretend ability in paſſion, 
and diſcouer their reuenge with pretext of learning, would 
perſuade, vs, that the meaneſt ſpirit of al the men in the word, is 
more eminent, then that of the moſt capable woman. 

Verily I will not glority my ſexe aboue the merit thereof, 
thinking we (hall euer be high inough , if we abide in the ran- 
cke, which God hath giuen vs, 

But whether we conſider reaſon, or whether we regard 
2 — — pertinently make voyd this Chymera of 
Conceit, which hath taken birth from ſelſe· loue, and folly, as 
from its two moſt ſuteable elements. 

I would willingly demaund of theſe diſcourſers, whether 


they hold ſoules to haue a ſexe? Neuer will they anow this o- Tertal. f 
pinion , ynleſſe they meane to renouce faith , and reaſon. And de nome + 
it our ſoules be inditferently created by Godzwhy do they ther- — 


2 go about to forget diſtinctĩion, which haue not any ſub- 
tence , but in their depraued imaginations. 
ifſome ſay this diuerſity proceedeth from the bodyes; who 
knoweth not that the diſpoſition of Organs, from which it 
is thought the goodneſſe of wit procecdeth is, as aduantagious 
in women, as men? See we not euen at this day in all ſorts of 
Conditions, men ſometimes ſo abiect in wit, and capacity, that 
if one degree ſhould be taken from them, it ſeemes chey would 
haue but futhicient to become beaſts? And haue we not ſcene in 
all rimes women intelligent , and capable, ſome wherofhaue 
made themſelues appeare, as miracles in acts, and others ſhe- 
wed , that if they were ignorant, we could attribute it to no 
cauſe , but to the modeſty of their Condition? 

I ſhould be roo copious if I now went about to enlarge my 
ſelfe vpon the goodly works of Sophia, Erinna, Soſipatri/, Cleobu- 
lina, Theomiftecles, Teleſilla, Zenobia, & Eudoxis. T hoſe who con- 
demne in vs the want of wit, oftentymes wiſh we had leſſe, 
and would fettle a good part of their contentment in our ſtu- 
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We hold for an vndoubted truth, that God hauing created 
vs with this equality of ſoules, we haue as much right in know - 
ledges neceſſaty for vs in matter of grace, vertue, and glory, 
as men can haue. One thing I may well ſay, that the Comple- 
xion of feminine bodyes, may diſtil into our ſoules incoſtancies, 


infirmitie 


gular flig 


For my 


the ten O 


, and paſſions, which perhaps would take an irre- 
ht, were they not repreſſed by piety and reaſon. 

I thinke Simonides havh not very ill expreſſed 
rdeis , Which he hath made of the humors of women, 


and this will much helpe you in the choice you are ro make; if 
your Maieſty will take ſo much paine, as to be informed ther- 


of. 


In ſayin 


heeretofo 


by ſhe cauſed her Virgins todraw neare; and as 
re thole of Sparts ſhewed drunken men to their Chil- 


dren to make them to abhorre drunkeneſſe: ſo framed the a deſ- 
cription of the bad natures of women, to procure a deteſtation 
thereof, & exalt the merit of the vertuous, by the counterpoiſe 
of their contrarie, 


Sea. 3 


The ten Orders of Women: and the vicious 


Qualities, which Ladies ought eſpecially to auoid. 


EHOLD Maydens( ſaith ſhe) and aduiſe in good 
ty me to lay hold on the tenth rancke: for there are 


e hine, , neyther pleaſing , nor laudable. 


med „ W 
their carriage : for leauing all that which is eyther honeſt , or 


generous: 
of infamo 


Inthe firſt Sphere are thoſe , which are of the 


nature of a hogg, creatures vnworthy to be na- 


no ſoile the honour of their Sexe, by the diſorder of 


in our manners, they let themſelucs looſe to all kind 
us pleaſures, of gluttony, and luſt, which ruineth the, 


in Conſcience, Fortune, and reputation. They are Whoupes, 

rowd birds, which haue nothing but Creſt , and naturally de- 
ſighs in ordure : they ate Bats, which cannot endure one little 
ray ot light, but ſecke ta hide ther iſelues ynder the mantle of 


night ; they ate horſe · le eches V h ch draw bloud tro the veines 


of 
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of a houſe and ſtare where they exerciſe their power. They are 
Syrens of the earth , which cauſe ſhipwracks without water. 


1 bey are Lam, who haue hoſteries of Cut-throats, that kl] py, p,,,- 
men ynder pretext of good vſage. They are Harpyes, who ſur- Dam 
— euen trom Aultars; and in the end become enuenomed in Gomar- 


iplades, which enforce an enraged thirſt vpon thoſe, home 
they haue once bitten. He that ſpeakes this vice of a woman, 
hach (as it were) nothing to ſay of all the euils in the world. 
And when impudence, hath giuen them a brow of rocke , 
and ſtee le to ſinne, the bankerupting which is made vpon ho- 
nour is attended by that, which is committed on yertues, and 
Aulcars , and there is not any vice in the world, which wil not 
ſecke to poſſeſſe it ſelfe of the throne, from whence ſhametaſt- 
neſle is baniſhed. I beſeech you I may ſpeake no more of theſe 
ſcandals of nature, leaſt I may poyſon my tongue by the recital 
ot their deportment , 

In the ſecond rancke , are thoſe , who hauethe skinne ofthe 
Fox, and the ſnares of the hunter, to ſurprize the fimple. I ſpeake 
not at all of certaine creatures, who vie pleaſing, and innocent 
ſubtilities, as were thoſe of Rebecca and Rachel, which rather 
reliſhed of prudence, then craft: bur I diſcourſe of ſome women 
cunning , inconſtant, ingenious, and practique. We ſee by ex- 
perience, that Creatures the leſſe ſtrong haue the more ſleights, 
as if Nature were willing to recompence the defeR of one part, 
by che excelle of another ? So it often happeneth that we our 

ſelues being deſtitute of forces, which is more proper for men, 
haue recourſe to an infinite number of deceipts : wherein we 
thinke to haue ſome aduantage, & by the cunnin 5 of our wits, 
which are nimble inough, and by the ſuperabunoance of lea- 
ſure we enioy in a ſedentary lite, and by the feruour of our paſ- 
ſions, which being (as it were) neuer in the meane; do ſtirte 
vp our ynderſtanding , to make that produce an infinity ot de- 
ſignes . There are women able to giue a leſſon to the greateſt 
Lawiers in matter of proceſſe, ſo well are they verſed thereing 
they know all the tearmes of Litigious pleadings better then e- 
uer did Labeon or Trilomus. and they ſo — make vſe the- 
reof, that they tyre the ſtrongeſt patiences by the trickes, and 
flexibility es which they inuent . There us lome ; who baue a 
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ſear ſo penetrating , that they ſmell from far all which is done 
in a Citty, and diſcouer the moſt ſecret things to find in ſome 
ſort their owne intereits , Others beare euer a ſnare on their 
tõgues, ſuch words haue they of double meanings;they know 
how to meaſure their daliances, to their owne proffit; to coun- 
tetfeyt frendſhip where there is not any; to hide hatred vnder 
flattery; to put Riuals into paſſion, and quarrels ; to make the 
fight, and play the Fencers at their pleaſure, and afterwards to 
pull ſome feather from thoſe that are beare . We do norſomuch 
aduance our affaires as we would wiſh by thele rrickes; for that 
maketh vs odious , and taketh the Credit from vs, Which we 
ſhould rather detiue, from the goodneſſe of our manners. And 
beſides as there is no policy which hath not in the end its con- 
termine, Whilſt paſſion holdeth vs in breath to deceiue others, 
oftentimes we ſuffer our ſelues to be ſurprized by a certaine le- 
uity, of eaſily belicuing all, which flatter vs. Faire Maides be - 
lieue me, as there is nothing more louely then goodnefle , ſois 
there not any thing more ſtable, then an honeſt Simplicity. We 
are not borne to be Circes and Medes's, nor to open a Shopot 
all Subtilities; let vs be contented, that Poets haue ca 
moniter of a Creature of our Sexe, which commonly ſpake in 
very ambiguous termes, and they named it Sphinx; let vs 
— truthes to make fables falſe, & obferue the ſcope which 
they profeſle . 
In the third rancke go a long certainenaturesendewed with 
Mae dog · like qualities, moſt inſupportable, as are ſo many women 
Salts, x trobleſome, importunate and flaunderous , who do nothing 
dameſa perpetually, but bay, bawle,or bite. To liue with ſuch a Cre- 
uhilem- aturein a houſe is to haue a rotten roote, which letteth raine, 
ſues and tempeſts drop in winter vpon the head of the hoſt. 
Ec le. 5. There are men who become familiar with Lions, beares , 
— i & dragons; but where ſhall you find one, who hath made tra- 
* 4: Sable ſuch like humors? The habitations of deſerti, are delight: 


. in compariſon of ſuch Company . A filme in the eye, the goute 
ä the foot, the ſtone in the raines, the hiſling of Alpickes, thũ- 
der, lightning, raſors, hookes of iron, make leſſe noiſe, and do 


leſſe hurt, then thoſe poiſened rengues , which penetrate euen 
vnto the eatrailes , i 


A husband 
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A huſband , which meeteth with ſo ill a chaunce, daily 
acteth that part in his houſe, which did hererotore Prometbexs, 
on the mountaine of Caucaſis, when a Vultur rent him aliue, & 
nawed his hart, which was only fruittull for his puniſhmẽt. 
he wife, that encountreth with a bad husband, ſhould nor 
much complaine, bur yer ſhe finderh that being in ſubiection, 
ſhe is not ſo farre diſtant from the degree, wherein Nature hath 
placed her: but on the contrary ſide to fee a man ill handled by 


the impudent exclamations of an imperious woman, is a kind of 


Monſter in Nature, which moueth pitty in ſome, and aſtoniſh- 
ment in others. All hus bands haue not the reſolutiõ of the Phy- 
loſopher Socrates , who held opinion we muſt endure women, 
as the dung of pigeons, which pay our patience with their fruit- 
fulneſſe. And verily being drenched with a bucket of water by 
his Miſtreſſe Xantipps , after a great noiſe of bitter words, he re- 
plyed, that ſuch was the nature of the world, for after the thũder 
clapp,followed the raine . Our age is not fo fruitfull in ſuch 
inſenfibilities : but in like occaſions the husband, and wife, cõ- 
ming to contend with wordes , a wind is rayſed at the doore & 
window, which bringeth a ſtorme into the houſe, In all times 
our tongues haue been cenſured, as tempeſts _ to pu- 
blique r ſome haue compared them to thoſe 

forreſt of Dodena, which made a prodigious iangling ; others 
haue ſaid there neederh not aboue three of them to mak 
Faire; and others haue added, It was ill done to ſay they 


bels of the Ylife: 


were wordes, which came from our mouthes, but tather waues Males 


and froath of the Sea. I cannot but thinke theſe Cenſors ſpeake ,,,;..., 
out of exceſſe; but ler ys proue them lyers by our diſcretion, & ge 
uade our ſelues » that diſcourſes of a woman which haue Flying 


ene purified by ſilence and conſideration, haue a merueylous 
vertue. 


perfluous creatures, and know ( 23 it were) neyther good, 
nor il:the care of their houſe very little toucheth them;the leaſt 
buſineſle is of power much to perplexe their minds, their kin- 
dred , andallies find little frendſhip with them, ſince they the= 


ſelues haue oftentymes, the harts of an Oſtrich, towards their 
owns 


In the fourth order, are women of the earth, who are of Ma 


a nature groſſe, ſtupid. and dull, that liue in the world as ſu- 5. . = 
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owne Children, whome they regard,as if they were ſtrangers, 

In the end they haue much a do to endure themſelues ſo vn- 

roſitable they are , and malignant towards Ciuill lite: which 

hopneth to them through depraued habits, and inordinate i- 

dleneſſe , whereinto they haue ſuffered rhemſclues ro flide fro 

their tender ye res, or by ſome other corrupcions ot a melan- 

choly Spirit, which they foment to the prejudice of their re- 

ſe. 8 

Theſe kind of Natures, are good. neither in the Countrey, 

Citty, hous keeping , nor in religion . For we find that in all 

things, we muſt vſe endeauour , and that we came into the 

world, as into a gallery where, if one cannot mani:age, eyther 

the ſterne, or oare, he muſt at the leaſt make a ſhew to ſture 

his armes. and imitate the Philoſopher Diogenes, who rowled 

his Tubb vp and downe, wherein (it was (aid) he inhabi- 

ted, to buſy himſelte, For my part I like well thoſe people who 

baniſhed all idle Gods out of their walles , and reteyned ſuch as 

enioyed trauayle. Foi to liue, and take paines is — one, and 

the ſame thing, and that which the nouriſhment we take, ope- 

rateth for the preſeruation of lite , labour doth the like for ac- 

commodation thereof. 

In the fifth (tation you haue women of the ſea, who much 

Auguft 1. deceyue the world by their fayre ſemblances: for they at firſt 

4. de Ci= appeare quiet, and peaceable, as a ſea in the greateſt calme , ha- 

wit . dei. uing no want of grace, or beauty, which promiſeth much — 

to thoſe, who know thẽ not; but one would not belicue, how 

they ſhift away vpon the leaſt wind of Contradiction, which is 

Phils de raiſed; how they are puffed vp, and become vnquiet with an- 

ger, loue, auarice, iealouſy, and other paſſions very actiue 
ſary. * ry 

Abel, & Such a one ſeeth the lower of the thorne , who knoweth not 

Can, the — thereof, and ſuch an one beholdeth with admiratiõ 

Nes eft thoſe excellẽt beautyes, who cannot belieue how many prickes 

v and ſtings they couer vnder theſe imaginary ſweetneſles . You 

ram nu ſhall therein ordinarily obſerue very great levity , and impati- 

— * ence, which maketh them howerly to change their reſolutions 

Ele. 15+ in ſuch ſort, that they thinke nothing ſo miſerable, as to re- 

mayne ſtill in one, & the ſame Condition. I haue ſeene young 

widowes , who waſhed the bodyes of their husbads with their 

teares 
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reares, wiped them away with their haires, und (as it were 
done it by force of kiſſes , and who not content with the 
ardent affections, diſcharging the ſurpluſage ef their chollet v- 


pon their owne proper bodyes , tore their haire , pulled their g 2. 
hey Hom. de 


cheekes, & were rather couered with duſt, then apparel. I 


dyedeuery houre , ſaying , they could not liue one {ole momet comurne; 


without their belt beloued, and filled the aire and earth with 
their complaints z which was the cauſe hy ſuch as came to tho 
funerals knew not whether they ſhould bewaile the dead, or 
the dying . Notwithſtanding preſently after theſe goodly coũ- 
terfaitings , they began againe to reforme their haire, & change 
the duſt of the pauement, into the powder of Cypreile : to put 
painting vpon their teares zto adorne with a carcanet of pearls 
the noche, which they ſeemed to deſtine to a haltet; to ſeeke for 
Oracles from their looking glaſſe, and to do all things , as if 
death and loue conſpired to make their feaſt in one and the ſame 
Inne. I haue obſerued others who being yet ynder the yoake, 
were the beſt Seruants in the world: but as ſoone as they ſaw 
themſelues at Liberty, there were no worſe Miſtreſes, then 
they . There are noted to be in the hart of a woman the paſſions 
of a Tyrant, and ſhould they cõtinually haue wheeles and gib- 
bers at their Commaund, the world would become aplace of 
torture, and execution. Neuer haue I ſeene paſſions more hard 
to vanquiſh : for in the end the ſea, which threameth the world 
to make but one element, ſuffereth it ſelte th be diſtinguſhed 
into ditches by little graines of ſand, hich ſtayd it With the 
Commiſſion they receiued thereupon from God: but when 2 
woman letteth the raines ot her paſſion goe, thete is not ( as it 
were] eyther law diuine, or humane which can recal her 8 pi- 
rit to reaſon. ( Faire Maides) take euer from the modeſty of 
your harts the lawes, which may be giuen yeu by {ulſtice 

In the ſi xt degree ate the natures of the Ape, who haue a 
certaine malice ſpightfull, and affected; and ſuch ſpirits may 


be tound of this kind, who day and night dreame on nothing. C 


but miſchiete. They are filled with falſe opinions, ſiuiſter iudg- te a . 


ments, diſdaines, ſmothered choller, diſcentents, acerbities, in ai 


ſuch fort, that the ray of the proſperity of 2 Nei hbous refle- 
Ring on their eyes, makes them ſigh, and groane. And as thoſe 
Rx T Apes 
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of. Gara- 
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Apes which leu ke in the hop of 2 Tradeſman ,;marre his 
T oodles, diſturbe his Workes, ſcatter his Labours .,, and 
turne all topſy-turuy: So theſe malicious Creatures ſpy occa - 
fions to trouble a good affaire, to diſſolue a purpoſe well in- 
tended , to ou ow a Counſell maturely deliberated , to 
cauſe aretardation/on the moſt iuſt deſires, & fruſtrate the moſh 
harmeleſſe delighia. How many times do we behold the Sun 
to tiſe cheereſu reſplendent in — — moruing, and eue- 
ry one is abaſhed to ſee mill ariſe , Which 1D this ſerenity doth 
that, which blemiſhes on a faire body? It is ſaid it ſometims pro- 
ceedeth from a Soxcerefle , which darkeneth that glorious eye 
of the day with her charmes : And how often haue you obſer- 
ned proſperities more radiant, then:the cleareſtfommers day, 
which haue beene cloyed with dusky — — by the ſecret 
practiſes of a woman, ho beth the bridle in ſome nooke of a 
chamber? . 
Faire Maides, malice is an ill trade; It euer drinketh dow ne 
atleaſt the moity of the poyſon, which it mingled for others. 
In the ſeauenth Region there are ſome kind of Owles, or 
wild Cats, certaine Creatures:enemyes of day, of all Conuer- 
ſation, al — and all decorum: who hauing receiued from 
God many honeſt enablem ents to adorne life, and do good to 
— neeeſſitous, ſo lock vp their entrayles, that you may 
ooner extract honey, and Manna from fliars, then get a good 
turne out of their hands. n 8 
How is it poſſible they ould be Courteous, to oblige 
their likes, fiace they are many times cruell to themſeſues , de- 
frauding themſelues of the neteſſities of life, which are ( as it 
were ) as common as elements, to ſatisfy a wicked paſſion of a- 
uarioo that gnaweth'them with a kind of fury? For they endure 
in abundance patt of that, which the damned ſuffer in flames 
perpetually, fearing leaſt the earth may ſaile the, they bewayle 
what is paſt; they complaine of the preſent;zthey apprehend the 
future; they loue life, only to hold money in priſon , and feare 
not death, but for the expence mult be made at their funerals, 
Let vs take heed wie reſemble not thoſe fountaines, ich 
are ſo cold in the day that they cannot be drunke; and ſo hot in 
the night that none dare come neete the. Let vs do good both 


In 
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in life, and death with the goods which God hathᷣ giuen ys . If 


men be vngratfull he will ſuffer vs to reape reward euen from 5. | _ 
his hands. A couetous ſoule, which in the proſperity of its af- ent 
faires, and ſuperabundance of riches, heateth not the clamours i dera. 


of the needy, is as the Hen which is ſaid to be deafe in ſommer 
is like a bottle full of filuer which affordeth nothing till ir be 
brokenzis a mill- wheele which mack Jaboureth,and gayneth 
nothing; a hog, which neuer doth good, but at his death. Ir 
hath alwaves folly for guide, ſetuitude for dowry,and miſery 


for recompence. 


In the eyghe are thoſe , which are ſaid to be compoſed of a Inueni a- 
certaine mixture of powders very different, which cauſeth the mrioren 


to be of humors light, giddy - fantaſticall, in fach manner, that 
they daily make an infinite number of metamorphoſyes, & one 
knoweth not in what mould they mult be caſt , to put the into 
a ſtate of Conſiſtence . You may there obſerue a ſpirit. which is 
perpetualty ypon chaunge , which ceaſeth not to iumpe from 
defire to defire , like a bird from braunch to braunch. A ſpirit , 
which will, and wiltnor; — gn and ynisyein, aorn 
and yndoeth', and which eominually hmdereth it ſelſe im its 
thoughts. All that which you thinks to be very firmely ferled 
with ſuch kind of perſons, & tyed with a fliding knot , & there 
needeth, but the ruthe of a hãd to overthrow, what is thought 
to be beſt eſtabliſhe&, One thing they retuyne very conſtantly - 
ia ſuch ao eb, and floucd of inconſtaſcies, vvyhich ĩs obſtiuate ly 
to fixe themfeſues vpon their ownEeopinions/;and'no more to 
Fer way to reaſon, then rockes to waues . It is verily one of 
the greateſt vices , which may be in a woman, as being the ſe- 
minary of all diſorders, that grow in howſts. I hate euer lear- 
ned from Antiquity , that the nobleſt Spirits are thoſe vrhich 
giue good Counſels, and that ſuch as willingly harken vnto thẽ 
come neareſt & ĩdyne with them in a laudable degree of good - 
neſſe. But, ſuch as neyther can = good aduice, nor receiue 
it from others, are the very worſt natures of the world. Pre- 
ſerue your ſelues ( Maydens ) from this imperfection, which is 
the blemiſh of a noble Courage, the worme of Concord, the 
poyſon of life, the inſeparable companion of folly, Make it not 
your trophy to be refractary agamſt the aduices., and remon- 
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ſtrancet of thoſe to whome nature, iuſtice , & reaſon hath ſub- 
iected vs: otherwiſe you would trauaile much, & get nothin 8 
in recompence, but the perfection of a mule. 

Iſet in the ninth place, may ds, who are of the nature, of 
thoſe proud kind of Creatures, as of Peacocks, or little Dogs, 
which are glutted with curiohties, whilſt ſo many poore people 
dy for hungerin the ſtreetes, This order is now adayes much 
— ouet the world, for it is filled with nice women, who 
ceme to be borne tor noughr elſe , but to make it appeare, how 
high the defires of exorbitat nature may mount, when a great 
fortunte ſupporteth them. 

Many little —— Goſſips are ſeene, who are made vp 
like puppits, ſo curiouſſy bred; that they ſeeme to be fed with 
potable gold betwycene cotten & ſilke. I hoſe ate the Divini- 
ryes of Fathers, and Mothers, who raiſe raine, and taire Wea- 
ther in their howles, at the only aſpect of their countenances: 
The ioy & ſadneſſe of the — Family way teth on the cõ- 
dition of their humors ; they muſt no more be offended then 
thoſe ſtarres, which are thought to ſend tempeſts vpon ſuch as 
haue not ſaluted them. What may one hope from a ſoule alto- 
gether drenched in theſe delicacies ? Follies attend the increaſe 
of age, and multiply by infinite degrees. Reaſon is trampled 
vnder fooce;& paſſion armed with a great power makes it {clfe 
to be carried ypo the ſhoulders of me. Defires are without.mea- 
ſure, wils withour bridle , paſſion without moderation, and {e. 
ſuality without refiſtance, brauery, cattle, imperrinent babble, , 
toyiſhnes, loue, afford no paſſage to truth, and if there be any 
deuotion it is altogether filken; ſo coy and curious it is, in the 
choice of perſons... Sacraments are not good, if they be not tyed 
to hands, where vanity ſeeketh its intereſts, or planterh pride 
vpon the hairecloth of penance ; and if God would chaſtice 
ſuch Creatures to their liking, he muſt tye vp his rods with filke, 
orels they neuer would receyue correction . ; 

When they leaue their parents, to be delivered to husbads, 
they go ro change power, and not Nature. A husband is ever 
vnciuill (according to their ſaying ) it they haue not permiſſiõ 
to do any thing And as it is ſaid, the Moone neuer agreeth in 
qualities with the Sunne, but when ſhe hath ecclipſ * So 
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[1 they find not any concord in marriage, but in the diminution of 
his authority, whome God hath giuen them to be then head 
. T hey carry along with their port al the vices of their Child - 

hook, which oftentimes accompany them euen tothe graue 
| They haue no eyes to ſce adueriity, no nor eares to heare itzthe 
miſeti es ot the poore toucheth them ſo little, as if they were 
made of marble, and the care of theix family neuer interruprech 
their pleaſures, 
What a life is it to behould a woman, who although ſhe 
riſe in a tyme when the Sunne is neere noone - tide; notwith- 
ſanding as it he feared the vapours of the Seraine, ſhe is armed 
betore the come out of her bed, with a reſtorative rom the kis- 
chin, to keepe her colour the more freſh. 
From that tyme ſhe cauſeth her ſelfe to be attyred, & clo- 
| - thed like an Idoll, by three or fower Seruants, who haue mort 
| 


1— — 


ado to preſerue her beauty, then euer had the veſtals of kme to 
maintaine the ſacred ſite. One preſenteth her with red, anothes 
with white/one holds a looking glaſſe, & another dares not tel 
| her,that the on of Maſſe is already paſt , whilſt my — ta- 
| keth her head-dreſliags: yer mult the Canons of the Church be 
broken, as eaſily as a glaſſe, to obey the humour of a woman, & 
to Celebrate then, when it is to be doubred whether the Sing 
beginne not to bend already to his ſetting . Maſle is paſt ouer 
with making ſower faces, and looking ſcornfuil with a good 
grace, with ſome ſleight Ceremonies of deuotion, Which go 
no further, then the outward partes , There it s , Where re- 
jons are made of entertainments , of time to be choſen 
for the reſt of the day. T he follow the viſits of Childbed - womẽ 
gaddings, and coachings, dauncings , and banketts, where the 
prattle is ſo lowd, that a few women could ſuffice to make the 
noyſe of a mill. They much loue to heare diſcourſe ypon all 
kind of affayres. They that haue not their Spirits ſo ſubtile en- 
terteine themſelues vpon trifles, and ſlight complements, which 
they haue ſtudyed for the ſpace of ten yeares. Others who can 
ſhew they haue read a great quãtity of Loue · pamphlets, or ſuch 
like, would ſceme of ability, ſo farre as to giue law to Poets, & 
writers, Othets who baue not this kind of reliſh, love not to 
pleaſe any thing ſo muchas their os ſenſuality; and in theſe 
Rrrz looſg 
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looſe companiesy take fire, and ind on all fides, to the great 
preiudiceof their reputation. | 

Behould, what honeſt women, commonly moſt condemne 
in the carriage of the vicious, and imperfect, which I haus- 
breuiated in tew words ; being vnwilling to enlarge any fur. 
ther ypon the othet imperfeRions, whereot I haue no experi« 
ence, hauing ordinarily ſo much entertainment with my books 
and imployments, that I haue no leyſure to ſtudy on the man- 
ners of this Sexe. | 


Set. 4. Thetenth Order of VV omen , full of 
VViſdome, and Fertue. 


H E young Emperour tooke great pleaſure to 
heare the Empreſſe his Mother ſpeake ſo freely v- 
pon the Nature of Women; and he prayed her to 


performe her He, touching the Characters, 
4 which might ſerue him in the choice he meant to 
ſhe replyed. 


Simoryles The laſt, and moſt excellent order of womenis that, which 
heeretofore was called the order of Bees; women truly diuine, 
Sicut ſo! who ſeeme to haue beene made ypon Celeſtial! globes by the 
ei hands of Angells ; ſo ſweets their nature, their vertus ſo rare, 
, and price vnualuable. They are in houſes, as the Sunne in his 
l Orbe, and he that would equall their worth, ſhould he draw 
Ecclef. g out all mettalls, and precious ſtones which the earth hideth in 
its veynes, would rather find inſufficiency in his purpoſe, then 
want of merit in hit obiect. 
Bees (as ſayd an Auncient) haue nothing mortall in them, 
Nihilba- but death; Theſe — — worthy of immortality. 
ber mer-" Bees are labourers from the day of their birth; and ir ſeemeth 
tale, theſe ate tramed forthe practiſe of vertues from their Cradle. 
mf qued Bees haue their little win 


—— meditation, & action. Thoſe 
— haue a ſting. theſe a point vigour,whictvis the inſtrumẽt of al 
ow * rfreaions. Thoſe — a King, & theſe conſecrate them 
ee. ues to the obedience of Lawes both diuine, and humane. 


Qu. Thoſe are great enemies of ordure, and theſe liue in the delights 
13.2! of 
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ef Chaſtity. Theſt trauaile inceſſantly, and looſe not a day vn- 
leſſe heauca enfotce ic; theſe are perpetually in the exerciſe of Nn, 
goad workes, and looſe no time but to giue it ynto God. Thoſe ci ger. 
neuer ſtay ypon withered flowers; and theſe ſet not their harts n E. 
vpon any fading things, which are vnder the Moone. Thoſe lu os 
rub their hiues with bitter Herbes to defend them from vene- 7} dies. 
mous creatures; and theſe vſe mortification of fleſh againſt the Fl. . 
poyſon ot pleaſures. hoſe make themſelues counterpoiſes with *** 
certaine little ſtones to fly the better; and theſe make a counter pz. 
ballance with humility to ſoare the higher, Thoſe make honey 19. Do- 
which ſerues for nouriſhment, and medicine: theſe haue eucr mu, 
charity in their hands to cure the wounds, & acerbities of the e 
life ot the poore , ſuccouring their want by their liberalitics, 449% 4 
Thoſe make the Aultars to ſhine by the help of wax, which they a 
produce: theſe adome, and enrich all the Churches with the A 
trauaile of their hã di, or wealth of their Cabinets. What would „% 
z: propre 
you to be more noble, or divine ? Why then are you amazed, x4 pri. 
ifthe Scripture hath ſayd, that houſes and riches came from pa- de: 
rents, but a wiſe, and a yertuous wife from the hand of God f 


Se. '5, A briefe Table of the Excellent Qualities 
of 4 Lady; and firit of true Deuotion. 


H E Gentlewomen , that ſtood round about the 
Empreſle , expreſſed much earneſtneſſe to know 
in few words, the excellent qualities ofa Woman 
truly vertuous; & Eupbreſina not to fruſtrate their 
deſire, proceeded in theſe tearmes. 

A Lady well accompliſhed is like a ſtarre with ſiue rayes, Theſe 
which are the ſiue vertues, of Deuotiõ, Modeſty, Chaſtity, Diſ- are the 
cretion, and Charity. Deuotion formeth the interiour;,modeſty quali- 
makes it appeare in the exteriour with a requiſite comlineſſe; Je 
Chaſtity petfecteth both the one, and the other; Diſcretion ap- — 

lyerh it to the direction ot others; and Charity crowneth all — 3 

er actions. — 2 

A woman without Deuotion, were ſhe compoſed, as a Pan in diners 

dora, and had ſheall the beautyes which the hart can deſite, — places. 
the 


title of a che imagination feigne; is a Bee without aſting, which will 
make neither honey, nor ware; is a {auuge beaſt that nature 
which hath lodged in a painted houſeʒ is a Cafe couered with precious 
S. Paul ſtones, to preſerue a dunghill; is a Micholl , who appeared out- 
obſer- ywardly with a Crowne, and liued inwardly a flaue to her paſ- 
nech in ont; is a peece of fleſh _ halfe rotten, hauing not ſo much 
as one graine of ſalt in it. Corruption will creep into her lite, 

Ticas. c. diſorder into her manners, intamy into her reputation, and deſ- 
». When paire into her ſaluation. Deuotion is a yertue hereditary to ber 
he call- Sexe; it is the firſt portion, which God hath graunted vs; it is 
th ker the title which the Church hath giuen ys ; It is the moſt emi- 
bya ment marke of our nobility, It we looſe this ornament, I can- 
Greeke not ſee why we ſhould pretend to liue, hauing renounced the 


holy rentimes court a phantaſy, thinking to entertaine a truth. 
Gungs. There are of ſuch, who by ouer much imbracing Aultars 


— their one ludgment vp, in the place thereof, 


imitation of his Nurſe, baſtned to plunge it in a boyling Caul- 

dron. How many do we dayly ſee in the glimmers of affected 

Swabs. piety, whoſo well act all Countenances, as it with ſuch mar- 
1. 4:44, chandige Paradiſe were to be purchaled? And in the meane 
de animal (pace they are altogeather deuoid of true vertueszand he that 
. . could penetrate into their harts, ſhould find they were like to 
| chaſo 
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thoſe peatles, which inſteed ofa ſolide body haue nothing but 
the huske. Others take deuotion at a (leight paſtime; others as a 
light complement;orhers bend that way tor complacence to the 
honours of another; ſome for glory: and although they haue 
conſciences as rude as thoſe of the Countrey, they would wil- 
lingly draw Seraphims out of Heauen to gouerne them, tothe 
end, that although they cannot haue devotion they may at the 
leaſt gaine the reputation to make enquiry atter.the perteReſt : 
others are thereia tranſported for ſome ſlender cloke of liberty, 
and certaine accommodations of their owne proper intereſts. 

do not ſay, but that there are a great number who haue 
intentions moſt pure, and proceedings very holy; but we muſt 
affitme, that the defeats , whereof we ſpeake, may craftily ſlide 
into the infirmity of b Sexe. 

For what may we ſay of a creature, to whome ten yeares 
of deuotion,twelue hundred Communions,and a thouſand ex- 
hortations haue not yet taken off one haire of vanity? What may 
we thinke of her, who eateth the immortall Lambe twice or 
thrice a weeke, and dayly on all occaſions, becometh a Lio- 
neſſe in her houſe ? What may we iudge ot her, WhO ſo many 
times layeth the holy Euchariſt on her tongue, as a ſeale of the 
Spouſe, not being able to bridle, or reſtraine it ſo farre, as to for- 
beare ſo many indiſcreer, and euill words ? What may one pre- 
ſume ot her, who makes a ſcruple to drinke coole in ſommer, & 
to behold a lower Without delight, yer feeleth not any remorſe 
ol. Conſcience, to haue ſpoken more {launders-in one dinner, 
then the hath eaten morſells?Verily we betray deuotion which 
is of it ſelfe faire, and glorious, when we vſe it in ſuch ſort, and 
we giue matter to exorbitant ſoules, how roiuſtity their ſinnes 
by our deport ments, to which they euer haue but too much in- 
clination, and thinke that in de painting vs with a coale, they 
make themſelues, as white as ſnow. There are others, who de- 
ſire deuotions extatique, and rauiſhing, diſguized in ſtrange 
words, in falhions neuer heard off, in Ceremonies not accuſto- 
med. All that which ĩs iuſt, prudent , and moderate, taſtes too 
much of common; other pathes muſt be found to Paradife; new 
habits muſt be cut out for God ynder the mould of their fancy, 
to make him knowae. I am not ignorant, that there ate in Re- 
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ligious Orders, ſoules purifyed from the dreggs ofthe world, 
which haue apprehenſions of God moſt elate; nor would I for 
any thing condemne ſuch bleſſings . But when in ordinary lite 
they ſpeake to me ot faſhions ſo extraordinary, I euer go along 
wich a leaden pace; ſo much do I feare leaſt tor a ſtrong piery, I 
find a body of ſmoke . 

I add alſo others whomaketo themſelues, a deuotion hi- 
deous, penſiue, and melancholy , which amazeth with the on- 
ly vice thereof, thoſe who behold it; they voluntarily reſigning 
— to (as it were) perpetuall rortures of the mind. 1 his 
vertue hath but ro much ſlaũder in the world; we haue nothing 
els to do but to hide its beauty, & to giue it a maſque of te1rour, 
to affright thoſe , who haue buſines in ough to free themſelues 
trom their ſenſuality . I eſteeme the deuotion moſt proper tor 
our Sexe, is that which hath leaſt of aſfectation, and molt of ct- 
fect. Each one wilbe able to direct the prayers, which ſhe ought 
to make, Confellions, Communions , according to their capa» 
city, profeſſion, and leafure ; vſing therein the counſell of thoſe 
who gouerne her conſcience : but let her aſſure her ſelſe, ſhe 
ſhall neuer taſt deuotion at the Fountaine head, but in the Pra» 
Riſe of yertues, and the Conſtancy of good icſolutions. 


Set. 6. Modeity. 


FTER the interiour is directed by the moti- 
ons of piety , followeth the vertue of Modeſty , 
which proclaymeth ys exteriourly . It is the 
needle of the Dyall, which ſheweth how our 
ſoule compaſleth tymes, and the houres of the 
| day : it, which witneſſeth the power we haue 
ouer our paſſions, it, which formeth vs after the modell of great 
ſoules; it, which cauſeth vs to appeare in conuerſation, in 2 
manner not only _ but ſweet, honeſt, and exemplar. It 
is the yertue, which S. Peter the Apoſtle required of our Sexe, 
when he aduiſed vs to hold the in ward man in the incorrupti- 
bility of a ſpirit, peaceable, and modeſt. T his is ſeene in the car- 
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habits . We cannot belicue how wiſe we are in ſimplicity, and 
powerfull in mildneſſe. 
it is the ſtrongeſt armour, we haue from Nature, when we 
manage a ſpirit, and gouerne an affane by theſe ſweet and pea- 
ceable wayes ; we aſtoniſh the moſt contident, we diſarme the 
ſtoucelt, and triumph ouer conquerours. We haue nothing todo 
but to hold our peace, & our ſilence ſpeaketh by vs. But when 
deueſting vs of this Spuit of (weetnes, modelty, and docibilicy, 
we put on a fathion haughty, ſcornetull, and turbulent, we are 
only able in loud noyles, which render vs contemptible to 
thoſe who are more powerfull then we, troubleſome to our 
equalls, intollerable to our inferiours, and hatetull to all the 
world . With this mild remper of Spirit, Heſter changed King 
Afnerw into a Lambe; with the ſame, 4bigel was much ſtron- 
ger then the armes of Dauid; when Teſabel with hernaturall 
cruelty hauing ſlaine the Innocents, ruined Cittyes, diſturbed 
Srates, was throwne out of a high window on the pauement, 
to be trampled all bloudy vnder the feet of Horſes. And as con- 
cerning Modeſty, which regardeth the comlineſſe of body, & 
it is a ſtrang thing, how many complaintes are made a- 
gainſt ys vpon this point . We haue already ſerued tor the ſpace 
of ſo many ages as a common place to Preachers, matter of cen- 
ſure for Edicts, a fable for Cittyes, and laughter to our ſelues. 
In the meane tyme, this loue of brauery is ſo throughly engraf- 
ted in our Spirits, that we will not deſpoile vs of it, but with 
our skinne, It is an originall ſinne, which all women carry 
with them from their mothers wombe , for which there is no 
Baptiſme to be found; and he that ſhould go about to waſh vs 
from this ſtayne, we would haue an action againſt him. Yea 
were this only vſuall among great Ladyes, for whomeearth, 
riuers , and ſeas ſeeme to produce, wherewith to ſatisfy their 
curioſity, it would appeare leſſe ſtrange: but all women are 
borne with this paſſion , and they fo hartily hugge it, that there 
will be almoſt no diſtinction made in orders, ance there is ſo 
much confuſion in habits. 

Cittizens Wiues will become Queenes, and if we heereafter 
would be taken for Queenes, we muſt become Citizens wiues. 
Perhaps thoſe who cenſure ys in this point, require too much 
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ofs, and ſome ate therein tranſported with ſo much zeale, 
that if we would belieue them, we ſhould make all the Maryes 
ot Egypt to be at Court . Thoſe who intend to treat with vs 
in this manner, by falling vpon our haire and attyres, touch not 
our harts; for could any one truely perſuade vs to Vertue, we 
ſhould couer our ſelues with a ſacke, ſo that it might aduance 
the glory of God, and the profit ot our neighbour : yet doe I 
thinke wehaue ſome right ro loue comlyneſſe, and propriety” 
in our garments y euet abiding within the limits of the moſt re- 
gular, in ſuch ſort, that the wiſe may not blame our ſuperflut- 
tyes, nor thoſe Ho are more fauourable, accuſe our defects. 
But to ſpeake ſincerely, there is 4 kind of frenzy in our pro- 
ceeding . He whoſhbuld ſee the ſtuffes, taken vp ſomerymes 
at the Mercers to cloth a little body, whereof the wormes will 
quickly mike a dunghill , would ſay, they had vndertaken to 
couet ſome huge Whale: and he who ſhould reckon yp all the 
ſutniture of a Lady, as they lye on a table, hauing never ſeene 
any woman, woukd trinke it were à Mercety to furiiiſh a Hetle 
Citry : we reſemble thoſe B ii des. which haue ho body, and ate 
(as were) nought els hut feathers ; we vie therein fo many 
faſhions , diſguizes, and inuentions, that we ryre our ſpirits; 
fo mach ſtudy , and affection, that many of vs make ſo much 
buſineſſe about a Ruffe, as if we had a Common- Wealth of A- 
them to manage. | 
And that which is moſt hortible, is, rheſe vanityes are 
drawne from the bloud of the'poore ; and in the fame proporti- 
on they are extracted, they ſo — — , as I feare rity 
may haue more cauſe to curſe our diſſolutions the cheriſh them. 
Nay worſe is done, when they ſo vehemently affect to begin 
the adulreryof their bodyes, by that of the face, which is infen- 
ſibly eaten into with painting, and poyſon, as if they would 
deriue beauty from corruption . Then certaine faſhions of ap- 
parell are found out, which ſeeme to be made rather to bodies, 
then couer them: I do not know what may be reſerued for the 
eyes of a chaſt husband, when through all markets the fecret 
partes ot his wifes body ate expoſed as open, as if they were 
ready to be deliuered ouet to the beft bidders. I cannot tell 
hat hus bands can be pleaſed with the publication ofthis na- 
kedneg 
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ke dnes , ifnotcertaine Platoniſts, who would better approue 
the law this Philoſopher made , (as it is fayd)of community of 
beds, then the doctrine of Idza's , which would be viandes too 
empty to ſatiate the hunger of concupiſcence. Verily, if we yet 
retaine a veine of the pertect Chriſtianiry which ſwayed in the 
golden age, we ought to ſtifle by a generous conſent, all theſe 
abuſes, and make of the ſpoiles of ſuperfluity a Sacrifice of mer- 
Cy, giuing in part for the reliefe of the poore, that which hither- 
to we haue dedicated to the fantaſies of our Spirits. Since we 
are borne with ſome ſupereminencies of body , and are the 
oodlieſt creatures of the world, why ſhould we go about to 
e glory from poiſons of the earth, om wormes, & ſpoiles 
af the dead 2 If opinion haue put Vs into it, it is now long fince 
withered by the confuſion of ſo many handes, who inceſſantly 
gathered it . The glory of the greateſt Ladyes ſhall not heere- 
after ſurniue , but in great modeſty. 


Set, 7. Chaſlity. 


H Is is the ſhorteſt way we haue to the preſer- 

uation of Chaſtity (an incomparable vettue, & , +, .. 
the richeſt jewell of aur Sexe:) It oughr'to be 5 bin- 
as natural] toys, as flight to Birch, (wimming per {org 
to Fiſhes , beauty in Flowers, and rayes in the gereratio- 
Sunne. You need not aske , What may become nem, fiper- 
ofa Mayd or Wife, who is prodigall ota good, which ſhould be </crir 
as firmely vnited to her body, as her hart: ſhe is capable of all , er 
ſortes of crimes, and were there queſtion to open all the gates of — 
hell, Incontinency alone would put the keyes into her handes. of = *. 
There ĩs no beaſt in the world that is not berter thẽ a proſtitute, ;,,,, ſelri⸗ 
who by the diſhonour of her bed hath charged her ſoule with «ae, 
ſinnes, her body with intemperance, her renowne with reproa- 

ches, and her memory with execration. We oughtſo to ĩnſtruct 

our daughters in the vertue of purityy that they may not know 

the leaſt ſhadow of ſinnes, which are committed in the world, 

I approue not thoſe litile Dynz's who will ſte, and ſent ſo 

many cuſtomes of Countryes, and entertainments; for they too 

Sls 3 oone 
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ſoone learne, that, which they too late will forget, and take ſo F 
mach fire in at the cares and eyes, that water inough will not 
be found to — it. I do not wiſh a young mayd, how 
young ſoeuet the be, ſhould be — — in the company of 

children, which are not of her owne ſexe. Ilikewiſe feare thoſe 
ol her ſe xe, Who are too curious, their company is ſometymes | 
ſo much the more dangerous, then that of men, as we leaſt 

take heed of a domeſtique enemy. 

That Chaſtity is euer the moſt ſtable, which knoweth not 
Hieren. «4 ſo much as what voluptuouſnes may pretend vnto. I will think 
Letem - Crowes might become Nightingales, when any one ſhould 
Set make me belieue, that a creature of our Sexe, which is deligh- 
eft conrine= ted to heare, or vtter ſcoffes, & ſpeaches of double ſenſe, which 
fie weſcre ouer ordure vnder golden wordes either is chaſt, orcan any 


= * long tyme continue as ſhe is. Let vs guard the eyes, mouth, & [ 


eares of thoſe young maydens, as Temples dedicated to Ho- 
nour, and let ys do nothing in their preſence, which they can- | 
not imitate without finne : let vs teach them; not to adi thẽ · | 
ſelues , eyther to pleaſures of the mouth, or ſleight defires; to 
take and freely poſſeſſe any petty fauours . A creature which 
muck coueteth to haue that, which her condition cannot a. 
foard, hath many enemies in her hart, which will deliuer her 
body ouer to diſhonour, and her ſoule ro confuſion. Let vs cut 
off as much as we may, ſo many wanton ſonges , idle bookes, | 
infamous pictures, goſſipinges, dauncings, and banquers : ne- | 
uer is a Beaſt taken, but with ſome baite, nor Chaſtity loſt, but 
thatthoſe attractiues ſerue as forerunners, 

There are not ſo many loſt ſpirits to be found among wo- 
men well bred, who in finne pretended nothing but ſinne: 
but the loue of divers Ladyesproceedeth rather from vanities 
of the mind, then weakneſſe of body. They defire to be in 
ſome eſteeme, & admiration of thoſe, who can neither eſteeme 
nor admirethem, but in the pretenſions of their owne inter- 
eſts : they take delight to be commended for their beautyes , | 
which neuer any man ſo profuſely applauderh , as not to ho 
to be payerl far his prayſes . They are ſubie to much creduli- 
| ty, whether it be through ſome goodnes of a Nature too weak, 
| or by ouermuch preſumption, and ſelte-louc, in ſuch ſort, — | 
8 tney 
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they eaſily eſteeme themſelues fayre,and worthy to be belieued 
by thoſe, who taigne affection, not ſeeing that fiſhes are taken 
with nets, & women with the eaſineſſe of their light belieſe. 

They vndertake deſignes to make ſeruants, who are not 
of the order of Archangells, to ſerue them as Rapbaell did Tobie, 
not intending power ouer their harts and honours, They are 
infinitly delighted, to ſee a manproſtrate at their feet, eſpeci- 
ally when he hath ſome qualityes, which put him into the e- 
ſtimation of the world . It is a glory among the quainteſt to 
haue gayned ſlaues, who loue their chaines, and who will no 
longer liue, nor dye, but for them. This is the cauſe they coũ- 
— themſelues little Idols, & take many facritices of ſmoke; 
& although they at that tyme haue not any intention to oſſend 
God, notwichſtanding they ſuffer themlelues to diſſolue a- 
mong ſo many offers of ſeruices, complements, and proteſtati- 
ons; and in the end feele it is a very hard matter to defend ones 
ſelfe from an enemy, who only aſſaulteth vs with gold, and 
incenſe. Drops of raine, are compoſed of nothing but water, 
& do by their continuall fall penetrate ſtones : ſo, much ſweet» 
neſſe of wordes, ſubmiſſions, and obſeruances redoubled one 
ypon another, are able to make a Rocke rent in ſunder : how 
tan they but tranſport a woman, whe iſſuing from a bone, tay- 
leth not toreraine all the ſoſtneſſe of fleſh? 

Loue ſometimes hath winges to fall vpon the prey with 
a full ſouce , & ſometimes it goeth a long with a crooked pace. 
That which it cannot obteyne by a prompt heate, it expecteth 
from a conſtant importunity. From thence enſue priuate con- 
uerſatio, & diſorders, which make tales in — playes, 
and bloudy tragedies, that being begun behind a Curtaine are 
many times ended at the gallowes. I do not find a better reme- 
dy 3 — — ot luſt, then to behold the end therof. 
A Lady, who ſi ited in matter of diſhonour in the firſt baites 
ſhall draw the Curteyne , and behold a huge gulte of ſcandalls, 
iniuries,rages,and deſpaires, will as willingly deſcend into Hel 
aliue as conſent to this brutiſh paſſion. She will - — 
ceed to remedies, and vnfolding her hart, in the ſecret of Con- 


feſſion, will diſcouer the deceit of it, and by this meanes auoi d 
an infinity of diſaſters, Thrice, yea — hapey is he, who 
Wi 
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will take theſe words, as an Oracle; agd enchace them in her 
hart to remember them eternally. 


| Sect, 8. Diſcretion in the manage of A ayres. 


A title, HEN we haue begunne, to poliſh our ſelues by 
which the theſe vertues, Diſcretion will regularly apply vs 
Wiſeman to Conuerſation, and Affaytes, euery one accor- 
_ eee ding to bis qualities. A 

y | - : : 
— A woman is a poore thing, which hath no 


5 imploy ment, nor diſcretion; as there are many to be found, who 

ZE, having liued to the age of ninety yeares, haue not learned any 

And S8. thing, but to dteſſe, and vndreſſe themſclugs. Why ſhould we 

Paul y- haue a reaſonable ſoule, were it not to entich it with know - 

ſeth the | ledges, which are neceſſary to v, both for our ſelues, and the go» 

word }; uernement of thoſe, which fall into out hands ? As we proſeſſe 

ee, nog to be wiſe ; ſo we haue not made a vow of ſtupidity. We 

Tit > . ould loueas quraye-ſight the reading of good bookes, which 

commen- $51.15 how tp become better, for they ate — wer 

ding to aud honeſt entertainment, from whence we heuer be hould 

women iealouſies, nor ſcandalls to ar iſe. Is it not a very barren delight 

the care to behould women, who arſoone as they haue made a filly 

of houſe- Complement , haue nathing elſe. to ſay , vnleſle they talke of 

hold af- theix ruſſes, or ſome ſuch kind of trifles At thedeaſt. L wiſh thoſe 

fairs. whg.nguer, haus been willing to Jearne to ſpeale, would one 

day ptactiſe to hold theit peace: But they deafen the world 

with their prattle, & dayly deliuer an Iland of ſpeeches, wher- 

in there is not ſo much as one good word. Tell me not, theſe 

maides ſo knowing are more ſubiect to caution. I Would not 

haus them (Lia vnto you) all learned, as the Sy and Muſes, 

but who will enuy thenſ an honeſt ſcience of things, which 

ſerue for the direction of manners ? There is none bur ſpiders, 

and ſuch little Creatures, that turne flowers into poyſon: we 

ought net to feare that a maid to whome good foundations of 

hpaylicy& dauodi oh ara giuen will abuſethis celeſtiall Manna 
Which, u found im ſage writers. 99 512 N 

„ Ahaus learned one fall of wiſdome, and experience, 

0 that 
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that for one young Virgin iaſtructed, in learning , which hath ' 
fayiedin her honour, twenty other haue beene ound ofthe ig- 
norant, who haue ſo much the more ely erred, as they had 
the leſſe knowledge of their fault. I mtend not by this coun - 
ſell propoſed. which is to perſect them by reading, that there- 
fore we giue liberty jor the curioſity of reading, all ſortes of 
bookes , and namely thoſe, which treate of toues, though in a 
very gentile manner; for they haue a little ſting in chem lofr as- + 
hike, which inſenũ bly enters intq the hart; and w hen they deſ- 
cribe this paſſion vnto you, with ſo many exquilite teat mes, & 
honeſt inuentions, they create ſo beautifull loues, that in ſeeking 
to imitate them, we produce ſuch, as are deformed.” tfwe mul 
become learned, we ought to do it in that manner, as the Sainte: 
Teds, Catberma. Eudaxia, Marcella, paula, Fabiels, Eftociums, ho. 
with the ſpoyles of Egypt, futniſhed'the'Crofle, and Aultars of 
our Saujour. Nor would I aduiſe a Virgin to go and hide her- 
ſelfe in — ar caue, todeucure bookes; It is fit ſhe ſeaſon 
ng wit 


her readi 


ſince Auguitw Ceſar, the founder of Em 
ot imployments not: vnwworthy of his 
R omans many 'yeares pveſerued j az 4 
Queene much more chanly ch 


men examples of. induſtry, th 
warre? One — 2 


haue vpon a gaps picteof worke , diuerti ch all other paſſions, Fo 


which mayembtoyte theiſpirmn; bur whoſoencs will make y: 
all all ind that in noceuq is neuer better lodged); then at de 
Ggne of labout . ¶ leago you to thinke, hen a maid hath endea: 
uoured, to eatue from her tender yeares matters fit for houſe- 
wiuery, euẽ to the Kichin, what a goodly light is in thathouſe, _ .... ; 
whether it. from-a Father gon from a hmibandꝭ ſor th 


direction of the. family; the gouernement ot mem, und 


mayds | . 
ſeruanks; the example: gf yourh, and the comforrof the Family: | 


She makerh'harſeits neceſſary in the belt aſlaxes theres nich J 
— Tee repoſe 
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repoſe in her prudence, her health is accounted important, ber 
lite — her death deplorable; and ber memory repleni- 
ſhed with honour. The wiſeſt of men (Salomon) hath giuen no 
other markes to know a vertuous Woman, then the good Orco- 
nemy the holdeth in the gouernement of her family. She hath 
conſidered (ſaith he) the pathes of her houſe , and bath not 
?7 caten her bread in ĩdleneſſe; the hath taken pay nes in linnen, & 
„ Woollen. She is become as a thip laden with victualls, and ti- 
ches. She riſeth betore day to prouide fitting food for her t:mily. 
»* She hath madejpurchaſe of Farmes , and entertayned tr; fhcke , 
„ She hath put her hand to worke, then opened it to the neceſſi- 
ties of the poore. All her ſeruants are in good order; her huſ- 
band, and children cannot ſuthciently prayſe her, for her great 
»» wiſdome. She is a lampe, which will neuer be extinguiſhed in 
the darkeneſſe of night. Behold ſomewhat neere the tearmes 
? which he vſeth to reckon yp the perfections of a wife, endin 
with wiſdome , and the feare of God, which is the firſt and la 
ornament. | 


Seq. 9. Conmgall Lowe, 


55⁵ 


N the end, Loue is a generous paſſion, which 
ea by its ouerment crowneth all verrues , I 
SE Would aduife a married Lady,forche accomplith 

Wc FL ment of her perſection, to ea moſt cordiall 

nische Den Charity towards her husband. This is no hard 
epithete, matter, when there is good Fortune , and correſpondence in 
which S. qarriages :for- cence euer nyheth winges for Love; & 
Paul ris held a happineſſe to loue that, which pleaſerh our paſſion. 
tiuech © gut iris a molt pittyfull thing, when — blinded with aua- 
Frudus ice; and charmed wich the ſweetneſſe of pretended intereſts , 
— renew the example of cruel] Mex entis (Who tyed the living to 
them the dead) and endeauour to match a poote young maid , who 
ade: ſuruĩueth in fauours, and bleſſingꝭ ſrom heauen. with a hus band 
u. 2. putrifyed in vices, ordures, and diſeaſes of body. Then ĩs a tine 
when much vertue is tobe ſhowne , in putting on a reſolution 

to lous a monſter, from their moſt render yeares to thei 1 — 
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What ſhould we doe therein? The law of Nature gjues vs tree 
permiſſion to defire good husbands, but the lawes of Marriage 
exhort ys to beare with them, as much az we may howſoeuer 
they prooue: If we loue for our ſelues , this is impoſhble ; but if 
for God, we therein ſhall find duty, and facility. A woman 
cannot ſeeke out a ſhorter way, to the perfection of her Sexe, 
then in wedding the humours of her husband, ſo that they be 
not oppoſite to the Commandements of God: ſhe who well o- 
beyeth, commandeth well: and when we once haue ſurpriſed 
the hart of a man, there is not any thing reſiſteth our wils. 

Vnion is a marueylous ciment, which ſo ſtraightly knitterh 
obedience, and power togeather, that it is a very hard matter to 
diltinguiſh him who obeyeth, from him that commandeth. We 
haue in all ages excelled in this Coniugall piety , and there are 
heereot ſo many rare examples to be tound , that pennes are 
troubled to expteſſe, as well as cares to belieue them. Tender, 

& delicate young maides haue beene ſeene, who incõſiderately 

marryed to husbands, worne out with maladies, perceiuing fro 

the ſirſt of their nuptialls, yaguents, Yulcers , and euill ſauours; 

and finding a counterfeit health in bodies, more fit for a Tombe, ee re- 
then a marriage bed, yet haue not abandoned them; but loued, lateth 
honoured and ſerued them, watching ſometimes forty dayes, & chis in 
forty nights about their beds, neuer diſarraying themſelues. — 
Some one man hath beene ſound among others, whoſe indiſpo- ooo or 
fuion drawing a long with it ſeauen yeares togeather the ſtench , Chri- 
of w »unds,that were incurable, the horrible infirmity of mem; ſtian 
bers which appeared wholy disfigured , did weaken all the woman, 
forces of thoſe, who were willing to afliſt him, ouerthrew the named 
patience of the moſt faithfull , waſted the Charity of the moſt <re+ 
zealous; yea enen ſuch who do all for money,abhorred to come 

neere him. 

And thereupon to ſee a young maiden of ſixteene yeares of 
age, weake of complexion , handſome of body, and endowed 
with a beauty which the moſt flouriſhing husbands would 
hauecoueted, to tye ber ſelſe to this dead body, to ſtirre it. touch 
it. cleanſe it, to giue i brothes, to blow. the powder of herbes in- 
to the noſtrells of it, which diſtilled an humour inſupportable 
to all the world, to cut his beard; and hay re, when no man 

Tis 2 would 
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would vmertake this aduenture ; Is it not a miracle of our Sexe 
worthy ot — men, tho applauſc oi il ijtozies, & lous 
of evieyf + a on 2% 6105 4 T4300 18629 
* nas ſay of one Epdnina y who haunig vipouſed a 
2 husband much clogged with ttoubleſome affaires, and crimes ; 
fs in his yea euen of treaſon, was nine yeares ſhut vp with him in the- 
politikes. vault ofaſepulthery and afterwards ſe ing him 36 bo diftoue recti, 
and condemned to by the Emperour Veſpd/ien ; word: 

needes actomipanythinvtoexecunion, and dye with tin, Lying 

ſhe already was prepared or a I ombe, mat that me could bettet 

tolerate it; dead, then aue ? What ſhoutd4 ſpeake of a Perſian 

deene, named Fabas, who:ſeeing ber husband deteyned:in 
prifon, eme tu viſit iim noc iſuſſariug to ſoiſe tobe kwowne ;- 

and Fug him het gar tienes ite tò p on thoſe N a hui 

band, — hioporredicy o capo; paying afterward 

wich ker neble bloua te errut oi ber piety // 
Are not tleſe pro eſſev watchy to be written in letters of 

old, & ure to bo e xpoſodtot of all age st A thouſands! 
old happy they whole concord; hm bund Joue vp with 
chaine btedalianyſepanationnettrfihdimng place in olle krioe- 
-*- ebmartkape; Which Godtrriibren pleaſed td tye with his owne' 
hanes. Let vs forth vauſe ꝓreſerut vr trommulouly,awhich y- 

ſeth to grow from the moſt beautiſuli Loe a3 theſe wormes, 
ich ate ſayd to iſſue m the ſaytoſtiſtod ort ic a moſt vn. 
happy pallion, formed by ſantaſy atryred hy ſuſphio na Ee 
„ned by divostents ; led with bad hinmownrby cutiohep enter 
wyukd with impoſiures Dy Hundt, which graweth 'sſtmder 
all that, w hick there is of yerdure in chaſt affe tions, troubleth 

the repoſe of beds, embroylerh the aflayres of houſeholds ren 

teth alliances, producethimonſteri , fowethifury and rige unc 

hauing tormented all the world, deuoureth it ſelfe. lot Ho: 
bandtall into this mitery yer v pit rytlemꝝ trantiques and 

take away from them a manner ot occafiotis, which may ſtirre 

vp their imaginations, & i che like malac y ſurpriae vs, let vs not 
reſemble choſe women, who hau truuu ſfed ia the dead time of 

night, through huge ſorreſto fu li o horrour ; rhat they might 

kaſten to obſeriietheir hurbands, accompanytd only With their 
paſſions, 'wheteof ome fell barweene the tet otowild AP 

. which 
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Which to them wete more pleaſing ,then the executioner they 
retbyned in their oe proper entrailles? 

We ottentimes in this point more be wayle our oe inte- 
reſtꝭ, chen the vffence done to God; and it is no range thing, 
thi: ſhe who loueth ill ſhould be —_— of what the affecteth, 
When there is ſinne in it let vs deplore it, let vs endeauour to 
remedy it by prayers, by diſeretion, by patience, by all the moſt 
holy induſtries , we may vſe therein. We ſhall find our ſelnes 
ſtrong in ſilence, and hope; and not in ceaſeſeſſe Complaints, 
which haue no other effect, but to fret woundes, and renew 


diſaſters, 
ü . ect. 10. The care of Children', 


O hide nothing from you; women who are cal... 

No ledto the Sacrament of Marriage ought to be very 
reriea; becauſe they haue ( it were) in their 
1 —— the moſt pretious intere ſt ef poſterity, 
hey being ekoſtn out to bring forth, end educate 
© hildrengay hich Are to be member of the body of State. 

It hath often beene queſtioned from whence proceeded 
the good, und euiiſ Nature of men; and I find tharmany haue 
attributed it to the diuers aſpects of plannets, as by a fatall ne- 
linylurroGy truly this Aſtrology of Foolesy and webbes of 
Nee (an were) but one ans re fir to catch 

d opinion, good 


$ 


flies, & not deceiue vaderſtanding men. 1 yaa 
mothers make the good nature, of Children; and it hath euer 


K ne ohſemued, wat great perſonage: Who haue ſtouriſhed in 
ome . 


generally.che: HMAPECHLONS 4 EY e110 brig 271 mh 
Af chaſt daughterschaunce to be borne of incontinent Mo- 
, i is almoſtas rare as to ſee netles heate gilliflowers . Let 
ys pgelerue our bodyes as temples to bring forth more vertues, 
then fetb.forghp publique and when Godaftergah vs. iſſue, 
let lt þejope of ous chiefeſt oares to raing it vp in his ſeruice· My 
hut bleedeth when I conſderho now edayes. many) Chil- 
dren of quality ar hid whicharaſtifled wh (cruile indul- 
Tit 3 gences 
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gences ynder the ſhadow of dandling them. God ſends them as 
Creatures with which he intendeth to ſupport the world, go- 
uerne Common wealthes, people Heauen, and adorne euen the 
Converſation of Angels: but to ſee how they are vſed, it ſee- 
meth that pieces of fleſh ate ingendred, which are only to be 
licked, as beares to giue them true perteRions. They are loaden 
with fat, and the kitchin , they are entertayned in the ful frui- 
tion of all the defires of their harrts ; they ate obſerved like little 
Kings, who are not as yet many tymes abouc fiue yeares of age, 
and already exerciſe a Monarchy in the houles of their parents. 
leſus Chriſt baniſhed Idolatry from the world with ſo much 
ſweat,and bloud , and it is againe daily renewed, when Chil» 
dren are ſet vp as certaine little Idols, to whome all harts, reſ- 
&s , hopes, feares, and homages are ſacrificed: 1 beſeech you, 
et vs not cauſe them to learne that which we ſhould make the 
forget; let vs not accuſtome them to mimicke affectation of 
words, to — of habits, to liberty , to pleaſures. Let vs at- 
tyte them for the ſeruice of God, & exetciſes ſuteable to their 
Sexe, and Condition; & aboue all let vs take heed they be not 
poylone d by the eare, in the frequent conuerſation of ſuch bad 
Company, who ſeeme to be borne for naught elſe, but to inteR 
purity + t 
Se. 11. The Conclufion of the diſcourſe. 


nk Empereſſe held cares, and hartt ſuſpended, 
ud this her diſcourſe, when ſeing the hower 
n ach, wherein choice ſhould be made of a 
8 «| > * Wife for the Emperour her Sonne. 

n Behold — wr he) my Lord, and 
Sonne, vyhen your Maieſty muſt conſigne the golden Apple, 
into the hands of her whome you ſhal judge to haue the beſt 
portion of thoſe excellent —— , Which I haue recited. 
And ſaying that, ſhe Eauſed a goodly roome to be opened 
where vpon one fide were ſeeme pictures of Ladies, who flou. 
riſhed in the more elder ages in Sanity, in ſpirit, in courage, 
and in all vertues mentioned by vs, which compoſed a Trium. 
phant Court. There Was Sara, Rachel, Lia. Debora, Abigail, Su. 
fanns , Reſter y Indith , Marianne, f. Agne, $.Coiily , S. Helena, 
S. Monica 
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4. Monica S. Falisita, the ten Sybils, Zenobia, Amalazunta,Placidis, 

Pulcberia , Exdoxia , Theodors , Marcella, Pauls, Euitochii, victorina, 

Clotilda , Radegunds , and very many other, not comprizing 

thoſe who haue flouriſhed within theſe eight hundred yea- 

res: which much amazed me, and made me ſay, that thote 
who affirmed women of honour, were ſo rare to be found, 
would perhaps haue ſome trouble ro find leaues on trees, and 
water inthe river, All theſe pourtraicts, appeared with lights 
of glory ina molt pleaſing manner, — 12 „ enchacements all 
enriched with pretions ſtones. Behold ( faith Expbrofins, Oh 
Virgins) how pretious is the memory of holy Ladyes. Then 
turning her ſelfe to the other fide, ſhe ſhewed with her finger 
the figures of ſuch as had forſaken honour, and vertue, which 

were pale, penſiue, cloudy, and encompaſſed with flames, as if 
they came out of Hel;rhere was Senuramin, Phedra, Thisbe, Phillis, 

Hellen of Greece, Clitemneſtra, Cleopatra, Agripina, Iulia, Meſſulms , 

Calirrbs, Thau, Phryne, Rhodope , Floria; and in perſpectiueſs 

great 4 quantity, that ĩt ſeemed to equall the ſands of the ſea, 
not accounting thoſe therein, who afterward had a ſhare in 
their miſery . 

The Emperour hauing obſerued them entered into the 
roome — the Pearls) where heſaw ſo many pearles ſe- 
lected from all the prouinces of his Empire. There was nothin 
to be ſeene , but ſtarres; lightning, and rayes, ſo much thels 
beauties on euery fide mingling their lights affoarded luſtre, 
which gaue him much difficuly how to reſolue. There was a- 
mong others one named ſceſia, a maide of much knowledge, 
to W home the Emperour Theophilus ſpake a Greeke Verſe, to 
which ſhe replied with an admirable promtneſſe; notwithſtz- 
ding he reliſhed not this ſpirit, finding it too curious for his hu- 
mout᷑: but atter information taken from his eyes, his eares, and 
the mouthes of thoſe who bred theſe Creatures, he gaue the 
golden apple to one named Theodors a Paphlagonian by Natiõ, 
whome | notwithſtanding cannot thinke to come neete her, 
whome I heete repreſent tor a Modell. 
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Sect. 12, Her Birth and Education ; 


HE number of Ladyes eminent in Sanctity is ſo 
great, that it rebaterh the point of the Spirit in 
thinking thereon; and the vertues are ſo reſplen- 
dent, that in the Commixion of their lights they 
dale all eyes, in ſuch, manner, that it is a hard, 
matter to ſpe xe of it , vnleſſe we put ſome limits ypon the diſ- 
courſes of ſo many ene why ſet none on their 
merits. And that is the cauſe , why from a great number of 
Princeſſes, ſorne of mee hae oduced, I heere vn, 
dertake one raiſed ypon the malt perſect das ij which is the fff 
Chriſtian Queene of Fraunce, I meane the molt glorious C- 
tilds , wife of our great Cladenau, who verily in much bound to 


Heauen, to haue beene choſen out for the aquauncement of the 
affajres of Chriſtjapiry in this Aquriſhing Manarchy with pro- 
we ſſes, and ſucceſſes incomparable, ſo are Ne tyed to het in an 


immortall obligation , to hauę caſt the firſſ ſcedes of piety int 
e Court of our King it might with the orc authorit 

enter into the LTA BibieQs 8 I — 
The good Princeſſe, like to a pearle which commerh fra 

the falt ſea, beheld her ſelſe jnuolued almoſt from her birth in 
great acerÞityes, & borrible contuſigns, fiom hence ſbearoſe 
wichſa much luſtre as ſhe made of, aduerſityes the ſteps to the 
temple of glory, She vyas daughter af Chilperic, who conceding 
tor the ſceprer againſt — elder brother, King of Bur- 
gundy , with mots temerity, then rcaſon, ſunke downe to the 
ground, and was forſaken hy the people, whame he had exci- 
ted againſt this his brother, who verily Was a bad King. But 
God y hich giuerh Soucraignes leaue to raigne , fauouting a 
matt cauſe , euen in the perſon of an euill man, gaue — 
e 
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the older. He moſt truely made vie of his fortune; for hauing 
ſurpriſed his younger brother at the ſiege of a City, he catled 
him to looſe his head on aſcatiold ; and not content with this 
murthet he extended his vengeance againſt the wife ofthe de- 
ceaſed by an act moſt vn worthy. For cauſing a ſtone to be tyed 
to het neck the was throw ue into the riuer; and it Was a great 
chaunce he had not inflicted the like ypon two poore maidẽs, 
the lamentable remainders ot this vnfortunate marriage. But 
be holding them (as yet) ſo young and innocent, he thought 
their life could not be preiudiciali to his eſtate; and their death 
might be ignominious to his reputatiõ. Behold the re aſon why 
he contented himſelte ro ſhut the one of them vp in a certaine 
Monaſtery, and retained the other which was our Clatilds with 
himſelte , that he might be bred in his Court, 

The holy maid encreth into the pallace of her Vncle as a 
Sheepinto a Lions denne, hauing no reaſon to repoſe much 
aſſurance in a man who ſtill had the bloud of her Father & mo- 
cher in his hands. Norwithftading is the power of vertue 
hen it is enchacedin beauty. For this cruell Baſuuię who had 
an eye of bloudand poyſon, no ſooner confidered the ptaiſe- 
worthy partes'of this Princeſſe , but that feeling himſelſe daze- 
led wich her aſpect, and his hart ſoftued with che inocency of 
this poore orphan , he inſtantly rooke compaſſiõ, vpon her chat 
neuer had taſted it before. 

' > Hebeganneto behold her with a pleaſing Countenance, 
to endeare her, ro'Wiſh , and promiſe her much But the 
Creature , who could nor thinke after ſo ſtrange an af- 
i&tion ſhe was any more to pretend to greatnes, and pleaſures 
of the world,threw her felte ethe armes of a Crofle, 
that there ſhe might find thoſe of God: and though in pub li 
ſhe ſtifeled the teſſentments of her ſorrow witha — 
ence, not reſiſting the ſtorme, nor ſtriking her head againſt the 
rocks; yet in the ſecrecy ot her retirement ſhe daily diſſolued 
her (clfe intoteares, & tound no comfort, but in the woundes 
of che worlds Sauiour. 

My God (ſaid ſhe to him) i adore your holy prouidence , 
which drencheth me with gal, & wormood in an age, wherein 
maidens of my quality accuſtome not to walke but , on roſes; 

V uu perhaps 
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perhaps you know my pride hath need of fuch a Counterpoiſe, 
and you in all equity haue done, that which your wiſedome 
thought good. Behold I haue my eyes ſtill all moiſtned with 
the bloud of my Father, & the body ot my poore Mother, which 
being couered with ſo many waues, cannot haue ouer it one 
filly teare trom the eyes of her Daughter which faile not every 
ni ght to powre forth ſtreaming rivers. My God your Name be 
blefed eternally: I require naught elſe of you, but the participa- 
tion of your ſufferings. it is no reaſon I heere ſhould liue with- 
out ſome light hurt, ſeing you wounded on all fides for my 
example. Some haue beene pleaſed to wiſh me 1 ſhould recei- 
ue, & take contentments in the hope of a bettet fortune; W here 
would they haue me gather theſe pleaſures ? | am yer vpou the 
weeping ſhores of the river of Babylon . I fixe all my conſola- 
tions, and ſongs at the foot of your Croſſe; proteſting to defire 
nothing more in the world, but the performance of your holy 
Will. 

There is I know not what kind of charme in holy ſadneſſe 
which cannot be ſufficiently expreſſed , but ſuch it is, that a 
ſoule conſtriſtated for God when it is fallen into Abiſzes, wher- 
in all the world repures it loſt, findeth in the bottome of its hart 
lightes, and ſweetneſtes ſo great, that there is not any comfort 
in the world to be compared with them. — 

Clotilda was already come to theſe termes: and if for obe- 
dience ſhe had not leatned to le aue God for God, ſhe had bee ne 
ſottned with thoſe teares by ſuffering her ſelfe voluntarily to 
ſlide into a lazy ſorrow : bur conſidering that whilſt ſhe Was in 
the howſe of this yncle an Arian heretique , ſhe was bound by 
God to inſtruct with her example all thoſe, who were to be 
ſpectators of her actions; the ſet her hand couragiouſly to the 
worke, & ſhewed herſelte ſo able of iudgment. in her carriage, 
and ſoregular in all her deportments , that her life became a 
piece of painting of venue, which ſpake to all the world. Al- 
though the were derived trom the bloud of Kings, ſhe ſhewed 
to haue no other nobility , but that which is raiſed fro worthy 
actions. As her face was free from adulterate beauty, her ſoule 
was exempt fro thoſe affected auſteriryes, and diſdaynes which 
ordinarily grow with great fortunes. Her aſpects were ſimple 
and 
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and Doue-like , her words diſcreet, ber actions ſober , her geſ- 
tures meaſured , her carriage honeſt , her acceſe affable , her 
conuerſation full of ſweerneſse and profit: ſhe was a virgin in 
mind and body, liuing in meruailous purity of affections, & 
amityes , which the fomented by the vertue of humility , that 
the Ancients eſteemed to be, as the wall of the garden of Cha» 
ſtity: God oftentimes ſuffering impurity of bodyes to chaſtice 
the rebellions ot the ſoule. She was ſo humble of hart, that ſhe 
accounted her ſelte as the meaneſt ſeruant of the houſe , not 
ſcorning at all to apply her ſelſe to inferioyr offices; which the 
notwithitanding performed with ſo much maieſty, that euen 
in (pinning with a diſtaffe, the ſeemed a Queene. 

She was merueylouſly wiſe in her counſels, prompt and 
agile in execution, moderate in all good ſucceſſes, conſtant in 
badd, euer equal to her ſelfe. She ſpake little, neuer ſlaundered, 
enuyed none, did good to all the world, not pretending her 
one intereſts, expecting from God alone the character of her 
merit, and the recompence of her Charityes. She had no worl - 
dly thing in her perton, and as little regarded her attytes, as the 
duſt of the earth. She knew almoſt but one ſtreet in the Cirry 
Where ſhe dwelt, which was, that lead to the Church. Sports 
and feaſtes were puniſhments to her, & ſhe was ſeldome found 
in the company of men, vnleſſe it were ſome beggers, whoſe 
miſery the aſſiſted. Her whole hart went towardes God, her 
feet ro the Church, her handes to almes, her eyes toreading 
bookes of deuotion, her armes to exerciſes , and workes of her 
Sexe; all her body to ſacrifices, and FE of her ſoule. Ob- 
ſerue (you young Maydes) who read theſe pages of what wood 
God vſeth to frame Saints, and that neuer any happeneth to 
produce the miracles which Clerilds did in the conuerſion of 2 
Kingdome, not acting wonders of vertue, in the ſecret of her 
ſoule. | 

The King her Vncle was ſo rauiſhed with theſe pretious 
partes, that the exceſſe of his admiration turned into a furious 
xalouſy ;' tor behoulding this ſpitit more maſculine, then he 
could haue wiſhed, and tearing leaſt ſhe might be poſſeſſed by 
ſome other, beſides himſelfe , he had no purpoſe ro marry her, 
but kept her ſo ſtraightly, that one would haut ſayd to haue 
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ſeene him, he was the dragon ia tables, that euer toad centinel 
neere the golden Apple. But oh ſilly humane prudence, which, 
euer rowing agaiultthe current of the prouidence of God, fin- 
deſt as many precipices in paſſion, as you caſt ſnares tor inno- 
cency - This man notwithſtanding all his endeauours, which 
went the coattaty way, bred vp in his houſe a mayd , home 
God had already deſtined to chaſtiſe his cruelry , and make (he 
vnwitting thereof) his Sceptex tributary to a valorous husband 


who was to marry Clotilds, & ioyne the Kingdome of yertues, 
to the force of his armes 


Set. 13. Clodoueus requreth Clotilda in 


marriage \ | 


L ODOVEYVS King of France, a man borne to 
make it appeare, what valour may produce whe 
it is ſupported by piety , dayly aduanced his con- 

ueſts among the Gaues, yeritill in ſo many vi- 

oties, remayned a ſlaue to Idolatry. God Was 
willing to winne him to himſelſe, by the wayes 
of chaſt loue, and by the meanes of a wife , which ſhould ſan- 
Rify his perſon, and houſe. 

The fame of the beauty, and vertpes of Clotilda, which 
ſpread through neighbour Kingdoms, with ſo ſweet an odour, 
fayled not to approach him at that ryme, when he was vpõ ter- 
mes to take a wife in lawfull marriage, Loue , which many 

mes ſurpriſeth as well by the care, as the eye, ſo enkindled 

mat the report made by his Embaſſadours of the perteRions 
of this dĩuine Mayd, that he no longer retayned either hart, or 
thought , but for her, He affected What he neuer ſaw , with a 
loue mixed with reverence, felt a more noble flame then he 
was wont, which ſcorched him with a generous paſſion, & ex- 
cited him to require this Princeffe, as the type of his felicities . 
The difficulryes propoſed vpon the eſſect of this marriage, 
augmented deſire in him. For he was of a vigorous ſpirit, who 
meaſured al! by the greatnes of his owne courage, and reſol- 
ued to breake through obſtacles, to crowne his purpoſes. He 
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addreſſed hi mſelſe to his great tauourite 4ureliants, and having, 
opened vnto him che project: of this mariage, Wonldaredets 
inſtantly diſpatch him vpon a ſolemne Em to conferre 
with che Maponc treat with the King hes Vncle . This man 
who vnderſtood the ſuſpitions, and apprehenſions of Gembant , 
made it appeare vnto himgthat the cõqueſt of the golden fleece, 
and the mariage of Cloudo were abmolt one, & the ſame thing; 
and that agagcelle could be had to this mayd, withour firſt ſpea · 
king to this Bull, who: threw flames, and fie through his 
throat. Cledowens coniureth him to vſe al poſſible induſtryes to 
fatisfy his paſſion, aſſuring him he could not oblige him in any 
matter. whereof he would be mote ſenſible . Aurcliencs obey- 
eth, andzaking a Ring from the Kinges fager, with! cestaine 
other le wells ta præſent che Lady, haſtened ww ardi #urzandr: 

I cannot heete conceale, that which Buronia: the Fathet of 


Eccleſiaſtical Hiltory, Was vnwillingto omit, ſceing it is Wit biſt. Franc, 


neſſed by good Authours, and that it hath nothing incredible 
therein, but only with ſuch. Who thin ke it is: a note of an able 
man to ſeeme ver incredulous, Wie know by: what hath 
beene ſpoken betare,therGley/de ſal dome appeared. in publikce 
Kit were not at Church, and caſt her ge on very few, but tha 
poore. God made vſe 3 for Awe 
relianus having, learned this Lady dayly conneried willingly 
with geedy perſans, aud that it Was neceſſaty to ſeeme of this 
rr without ſuſpitian, | tooke. the habit 


ofa and as the ſeruant of Abrabam, ſent by the firſt Fo- 
ther licuers, treated the loues of Iſaas, in ing water 
of Rebecca, who was to be his future ſpouſe : ſo this man mana- 


ging the commiſſion of marriage, for the prime King of the 
fay re ſolued to beg almes of Clauday ta find meanet ot ac- 
ceſſe to her; and for this cauſe be ſtood at the gate ofa Church 
among a great rabble of beggers, expeRing.rill Maſſe were 
done, that he might ſee the Princeſſe come forth. She fayled 


not to performe acts of charity to all the poore according to her 


cuſtome, and perceauing this man who ſeemed of agenerous 
aſpeR in thele miferable- ragges,. felt ber hart ſeized. with ex- 
traordinary pitty, beholdinga man. of ſd carriage, redu- 
ced nenne enquity the = 
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him a peece of gold. Anrelianus ſeeing this royall hand ſo charĩ- 
tably ſtretched out, to ſuccour a counterfeit want, whether he 
were tranſported with ioy , or whether he were deſirous to 
make himſelfe obſerued & ſome act, he lifted vp the ſleeue 
ot the Princeſſe, which according to the faſhion of Robes then 
viſually worne, couered all euen to her handes, and hauing ba- 
red her right hand, kiſſed it with much reuctence. Cletilds blu- 
ſhed hartily thereat, yet paſſed on further not ſhewing any re- 
ſentment, nor blaming the begger (ai ſome Authors add.) Wel 
ſayth ſhe in ſeeret to an old Lady, who was her cofident friend. 
Haue you obſerued what this begger did? The other replyed: 
It was a very eaſy matter to note it, ſince this encounter had 
painted his forebead with a moſt liuely ſcarlet : But yet ( ſayd 
Clotilaa to het,) What thinke you of it? The Lady anſwered 
ſmiling: What can elt thinke, but that your rare pertections 
ioyned to your liberality haue tranſporte d him ? For my part, 
I — (ſayd the Prineeſſe) he hath ſome other deſigne, & 
if you thinke good We will cauſe him to come to the Pallace 
to begge almes, and thereupon tale occaſion to be informed of 
his perſon . Aareliany not to efitertaine this commande- 
ment, Which was the gs of his deſite, and accordingly to 
= to the place alligned him, where Clotilds behoulding him, 
oundly chid him for his boldneſſe, in lifting vp the ſleeue of 
her garment, and kiſling her band . He WO wasa moſt queint 
Courtier, found out his euaſion, and ſayd : the-cuſtome” of his 
eountrey permirted to kiſle the lipps of Ladyes at ſalutation: 
bur the vnhappineſſe of his condition hauing abaſed him ſo 
low, he could not aſpire to the tace; Behould the cauſe why 
he contented himſelf, with the hand, it being athing very rea- 
ſonable to kifſe a hand, which is the ſource of ſo many charityes, 
ſince the doores of 'Churches' from whence we expect good, 
are killed . Clatilda was much pleaſed with this reply, and well 
ſaw this man belyed his habit, by his diſcourſe and garbe. She 
therfore importuned him to tell, who he was, and from whece . 
it proceeded, that he was reduced to ſuch miſery , as to beg his 
bread. Madame (ſayth datelianu) fince your Grearhes preſſeth 
me thus farre, you ſhall kriow'f am borne of a good place, and 
thatit, which hath brought me to this ſtate, is noilung eſv but 
1 the 
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the loue of a Lady, whome l court, not ſor my {elfe, but tor 
one of the gteateſt Princes ynder Heauen . The mayd was very 
curious to know Who this Prince was, as alſo the Lady ſougbt 
vnto with ſo much paines. Aurchanws ſeeing it Was now time 
to ſpeake ro the r : The Lady is three ſteps from 
me, for indeed it is your ſelte . At which ſhe began to bluſh a- 
gayne, and to ſhew ſome diſturbance of mind: but (quoth he) 
Madame trouble not your ſelfe, ſince I am in a place where I 
with confidence may ſpeake vnto you. Your Excellency ſhall 
know that I am ſent by Clodoxew King of France, my Maiſter 
who is the beſt Prince, and the moſt yaliant Monarch in the 
whole world. The fame of your moſt precious, and eminent 
qualities comming to his eare, he deſireth ro marry you, & hath 
diſpatched me to glue you the notice therot, and require your 
conſent. I could haue entred into the Court. with = very 
ſolemne Embaſsage; but the difficulties the King your Vncle 
enforceth vpon you, made me reſolue to take this attyre, to 
ſpeake to you with the more freedome. You may well aſſure 
Jour ſelfe. this marriage ſhall make you the prime Queene of 
the Weſt, and the moſt happy in the World ; andgo approue'the 
authority of my commiſſion, behold the Ring ol che King my 
Maſter, which I preſent vnto you. 

There is not any woman ſo holy, who is nor capable of 
. — vpon prayſes affoarded har 2 — 
willingly open her eyes to greatnes. Glotilds: was not ſoinſen- 
ſible, as not to be touched to the quick with ſuch an Embaſſage, 
how ſoeuer the ſhewed in this ſurptiſall, ſhe had within her a 
hart very faithfull to God ; for moſt freely refu ng the Ring, 
and interrupting the Embaſſadour: Speake no more Syr (ſayd 
ſhe) I know your Prihce is a Pagan, and | a Chriſtian; God for- 
bid that I euer marty an Infidell, were he the Monarch ;of the 
World. Madame, teplyeth the Gentleman, frame to your ſelſe 
no diſficulties vpon the difference of Religions; my Prince is 
not ſo tyed to his Sect, as not to forſake it for your loue. But 


what, will there be (ſayd Clatilda)) to gayne my Vncle : 
I donor chinke he bath 0y purpoſe to marry me. The Embaſ- 
anſwereth.: If you giue me your conſent, we will find 
oportunity to beare you from hence . Not ſo replyed the = 
| ent 
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dent Mayd) ĩt ĩs a courſe I wil neucr admit, Ah, why Madame 
h aurelianus)ſhould:you don, who would condemne yout 
diſcretion f{git'afinne in your Religion to fly from the denne 
of a futious Wretch, to religne your ſelfe into the handes of a 
King? We know how he vſed your Father and Mother , and 
how he allorreateth you at this tyme. At this word the — 
wred forth ſome teates, and {ayd; Doe by Embaſſadonrs 
hat poſſibly you can; and aſſute the King your Maiſter, that [ 
hold my ſelſe much honoured by the choice he maketh of me, 
and that he cannot be ſo ſoone tor God, as I for him, at leaſt in 
hart and in body when the king my Vncle ſhall giue me leaue . 
V pon theſe conditions I rake your Ring, which 1 very char 
will keope. All chis paſſed very happily in a Couit of the Pal- 
lace, where ſhe'ordinartly ſpike to the poote; intetrogating 
them of xheit neceſſtyes ʒ ànd none perceititd there was any o- 
ther buſſneſſe but the care of the poore, het Confident friend 
only excepred, who had a ſhare in the fecrerts of Clotilda. 
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1 75 e to the King N Blix: 


AN ps touched Heauen with his anger. 


with impatience; and would 
reſently haue taken the King of idy by the beard romake 
im let to is hold e hem w aduiſeth him, he muſt ob- 


ſerue therein requiſite ſormalities, and thar it was fit to fend hit 
Embaſſad ouꝛs to Gombant to require ot him his Niece in mariage 


which he ſpeedily did, ting thereun to his faithfull 4s- 
reliance, to on heal eee F Nobili- 
—— — . the wind of the 
Burgradian, chat he fept ot vpo it ether hi t or da. Prom 

it laid ie to himfelſe, that knows 
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eth my Niece , ſince I haue hitherto kept her ſo cloſe, that ſhe 
hach ſcene nothing, but the walls of the Church, and my Pal- 
lace? ls there ſome Eele ynder a Rocke ? Would he haue my 
eſtate? This French man is too harſh, | would neyther haue him 
for a Sonne in law, nor a Neighbour : and fince this maid, who 
hath ſeemed hitherto as a Lambe in my houſe being at my diſ- 
— ; when ſhe ſhall bꝛhould her ſelfe Queene of France, and 

aue {wordes at her commaund, who can tell whether the will 
not ſhew me her teeth, and revenge on me the bloud of her Fa- 
ther, and Mother? | muſt rather keepe her immured within 
ten iron gates , that ſhe may not eſcape my power, Behold a 
great Act of State, which | muſt cunningly play. 

This man enuironed with ſuch —_ receaued the Em- 
baſſadours of France very ſleightly, and hauing promiſed with 
all ſpeed to giue them anſwere, he was wary inough not to diſ- 
couer all the thoughts he had thereupon : but taking the moſt 
pleaſing pretext, he anſwered, that he honoured the King Cle- 
douews, as one ofthe molt valiant Princes of that age: and thould 
euer account the ſeruice done him, as one of the greateſt fauours 
he could receiue from Heauen: but as for this alliance, which 
he ſought, it was a matter he could not thinke on. Firſt becauſe 
his Niece had neuer raiſed her ambition ſo hight, as to pretend 
Mariage with ſo greata King, hauing nothing in her perſon ſo 
eminent, as might deſerue ſuch a husband: and — there 
were ſome equality on this fide; yet was there on the other 
parte an eſſentiall impediment, which was diverſity ot Religi- 
ons, it being a thing vnheard of tor a Chriſtian maid to mary a 
Pagan, nor could he permit it without betraying the ſaluation 
of his Niece, and diſgracing himſelfe through the whole world. 
Aurelianus who well knew where it itched with him, replyed 
in few words; that tor the qualities of his Niece he ſhould not 
trouble himſelfe ; that the woman beſt beloued was euer beſſ 
conditioned ; that it was ſufficient ſhe pleaſed the King his Ma- 
ieſty , who was not ignorant of her perfeftions : and for the 
matter of Religion, which was the moſt conſiderable, he hoped 
the King would puton a reſolution to become a Chriſtian. 

The Burgandian replied, this affaire was of ſuch importance, 
that he would not confide in ſucceſſes ypon hopes, which are 
XXX alwaycs 


* 2 . ⁵é—?ä 


512 The Lady. : 
alwayes yncertaine, but that he mult ſee an expreſſe promiſe 
fromthe King of France; and thereupon diſmiſſerh the En bale 
ſadour, thinking he had (utficiently hindered the buſineſſe But 
the braue Aurchanws ſpecdily diſpatcheth a Currier to Clodeuc u, 
to ſhew vnto him where the obltacle lay, and to get a picmale 
from him to become a Chriſtian, 

The King who was ſo tranſported with affection, that he 
was on teatmes to refuſe nothing, haſtily gaue the promiie te- 
quired of him: which being attet Ward preſented to Gombant by 
the Embaſſadour, it made him ſweat apace; not ko ing any 
further what inuention to make vic off, to auoid this fatal blow ; 
notwithſtanding he anſwered, that this marriage was of ſo great 

reat conſequence , that it could not be decreed, but in an Af- 
Embiy ol his States, thinking by this tricke, he might diſlolue 
the deſigne of Clodoxews, or draw the affaite out at length, with 
ſuch delayes that he ſhould trouble all the world. But this is the 
thing, which transfixed him ſo farre humane prudence is cun- 
ning to ruine it ſelte by its proper inuentions . For, the moſt ac- 
tiue French Nobility feiourningin Burgundy in the ex 
tion of theſe States, ſowed in the ſpirits ot the Magiſtrates, and 
people the great good would enſue to their Nation by this alli- 
ance, when they ſhould come to be all vnited togeathet, as 
Brothers: but if they once refuſed the tequeſt of a great Prince, 
ſo repleniſhed with honour, & courteſy, they mult neceflarily 
proceed to armes, which could not but be farallzo their King- 
dome, The Burgundians hungry after repoſe, very well taſted 
theſe reaſons ; and the prudent Clotilda ſpared not filently 
to ſtrike her ſtroake, inſenſibly gayning the chiefe of the 
Counſell to follow her inclinations . Aurelianus, who had a 
very ſharp,and cleare- ſighted ſpirit much preſſed the ftates, nor 
_ Gombant make ſo many knots , bur that he ſtill diſsolued 
tem. a 

In the end he muſt come tothe point. The ſtates aſſembled, 
the King came thither, with a ſtudyed ſpeach, wherein he had 
heaped togeather with very great ſubtility, all the reaſons 
which made him apprehend this alliance with the French: but 
God who maketh great alterations in Kingdomes , as billowes 
in the Sea; ſo diſpoſed the harts of the Burgundians, that all alle- 
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pations oppoſed againſt the defigne of this Mariage, ſeemed but 
dreames , and Chimæta's. One of the greateſt States: men ri- 
fing vp, made a long ſpeach, and declared to the King: That the 
repoſe of his Kingdome, at which he aymed in all his diſcourſe 
conſiſted in this alliance: That Mariages had in all times been 
rather the knotts of peace, then incentiues of warre: that the 
comfort which might grow from ſuch an action, would deſtroy 
all the acerbities and diuiſions of factious ſpirits : that the grea- 
reſt troubles of Kingdomes had been often pacified by good al- 
liances: that the French were become ſo powertull it was not 
fir to deny then any thing: that the requeſt of Clodovews was ſo 
faire, it could not be reiected without a notable act of inciuility: 
That there Was not any beaſt more cruell in the world, then 
loue changed into hatred, and that it was to be feared leaſt in- 
treatiſes of a Louer might end in the fury of a conquerour: That 
the offer he made to become a Chriſtian would for euer be glo- 
riousto their Nation, for contributing to ſuch a piety: That Cle- 
tilda had naturally affection for her Country, and wit inough to 
ue her husband, and wholy tranſport him to the loue of her 

ation : That the — were tyred with ſo many warres, 
which would infallibly grow — more bloudy,theneuer, if 
they made a dalliance ypon the faithfull loue of ſo great a Mo- 
narch. 

This man connected ſo many reafons one vpon another, 
that he preuailed, and almoſt all came to this concluſion , that 
they muſt with all ſpeed ſend the Princeſſe to the King of 
France, who required her. The miſerable Gombant finding him- 
ſelfe ruined on all ſides, ſaid he would vſe no obſtacle; but did 
thinke it fit ro obſerue the deportments of his Niece; for ſhe had 
yowed her ſelfe to God, and enter into Religion. I he Embaſ- 
ſadour vnderſtanding this laſt euafion,extremely laughed from 
the botome of his hart, and ſaid it the Princeſſe were that way 
diſpoſed, the King his Mayſter would not be ſo earneſt in her 
purſuite , as to cauſe her to breake her yow. But that it was fit 
the ſhould be heard; which was done: & ſhe being asked there- 
of anſwered , that her deuotion had neuer hitherto tranſported 
her ſo farre, as to make any yow of Virginity:andalthough the 
were infinitely pleaſed with the ſweet retirement the enioyed 
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in the Court of her Vncle; notwithſtanding if it were his good 
pleaſure to marry her to the King of France, on this condition 
that he became a Chriſtian, ſhe would not be ſo indiſcreet, as to 
hinder it. Vpon this anſwere of the Princeſſe the Deputies of 
both Nations there preſent gaue a lowd applauſe, and cry ed out 
the Marriage was concluded. The — himſelte dillembling 
his — a laughter, and well ſaw it was high tyme to 
forgoe that he could hold no longer. He diſpoſed ot her traine 
very poorely , as a man naturally couetuous, ſaying; His niece 
was too faire to giue her many rich ornaments; T hat the roſe 
was ſuthciently beaurified with its leaues, and the Sunne with 
his rayes; and that all humane arts ariued not to the perfe&tions 
of Nature. Aurelianus did not with much earneſtneſſe inſiſt bere- 
upon, ſo much he teared leaſt the diſpoſition of this man might 
change, and he inuent ſome new tricks ro hinder their depar- 
ture. But he reſolued inſtantly to carry this Princeſſe away. The 
Vncle ſeing her vpon her iourney, began much to flatter, which 
he had neuer done betore, ſaying vnto her. 
Go to Niece, | well perceiue; that notwithſtanding your 
deuotions, you are of the humour of other women, and affect 
lory. You are weary to abide with an Vncle, you will haue a 
— and needes mult he be a King. Proceed, I ſhall not be 
againſt it, let euery one ſettle their affections, where they may 
expect their felicity. Good daughter, you ſee how much 1 en- 
deauour to content you, and how it being in my power to hin- 
der this Marriage, which I thought to be little aduantagious to 
my Realme, yet haue | been willing to cauſe it to be confirmed 
in a generall aſſembly of my States, to render your defires the 
more aſſured. This affection, which 1 at this preſent witneſſe, 
ſufficiently declareth, that I for a long ſpace haue entertayned 
moſt ſincere, and harty affections, for the good of your houſe, 
For that, which paſſed concerning your Father and Mother, 
troubled no man ſo much as my ſelfe: God is my record thereof. 
But (deare daughter) there was a neceſſity in it: I muſt obey 
the aduiſe of my Counſell; ſuch are the priuiledges of Empyres: 
I could not otherwiſe ſaue the repoſe of my people, and ſecure 
the lives of my ſubiects. Whenſoeuer I (hall fall into the like 
crime, I wiſhto be vſed in the ſame manner. Behold the — 
(m 
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(moſt deare daughter) if there yer remayne in you any reflent- 
ment concerning this death; I ſuppoſe you are wiſe inough to 
do that heercin, which the law of God ordayneth, which is to 
forget what is paſt, and not to be yngratefull for the preſent, If 
haue hitherto deteyned you in my Pallace very retiredly, it 
hath been to pleaſe your humour, which I aw had ſincere in- 
Clinations to deuotion; and to breed you as a Child of honour , 
Which is the portion you are to cary preſently with you to your 
husband. My welbeloued daughter, endeauour to loue your 
Countrey, andto hold good correſpondence with vs. You ſub- 
mitted ro my humours whilſt you lived with me, you now 
muſt vndergoe thoſe of a husband, and in complying with 
them ſhalbe moſt potent . Forget not the feare of God , which 
euer hath been a faithfull companion to you, from your moſt 
tender yeares;and let ys often heere good newes from you. In 
ſaying this he kiſſed her,and the Virgin moſt humbly thanking 
him for ſo many remonſtrances of afeQion , with promiſe to 
honour him all the dayes of her life, —_ to way : which a 
Burgundian Gentleman perceiuing, who was of her trayne, 
faid, that for his life he would not confide in the teares of wo- 
men: For were there a Creature in the world, which might 
make bonfires of toy in her hart, it was his Miſtreſſe; who on 
this day was deliuered from the Lyons throate, to become the 
wite of a great King, and Queene of a vaſt Empyre. 


Sect. 15. TheeArrinall of Clotilda into France, 
and the life, which abe led in the time of her 
VFedlock, 


EVER chip laden with gold, ſo gladly arriued 
at the Hauen, after ſo many tedious tempeſts, & 
athouſand diſaſters among pirates at Sea, as Cls- 
tilda ſeemed content to behold her ſelfe to tread 
on the ground, where ſhe was to Commaund, 
after ſo long a ſeruirude ſuffered in a Pallace, which had al her 
life tyme (as it were) ſerued her for a priſon. Clodeusm ex- 


pected her at Soiſons , with ſo great impatience of Loue, that 
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he would haue willingly haſtened the Courſe of the Sunne, to 
meaſure it by his affections. When be ſaw this Princeſſe, who! 
was moſt beautitull, he found ſho ſurpaſled all the 14 he cõ- 
ceyucd of her, and that her preſence tarre preuay led aboue her 
fame. Behold the cauſe , why hee imbraced her molt louingly, 
nor could he be ſatisfied with beholding . For God, who was 
leaſed to make vie of this maid, tor the Connerfion of a great 
ing, had ( as ĩt is ſaid) varniſhed ouer the Table of this — 
tall beauty, & imprinted with his finger, I do not know what 
kind of grate, and attractiues, which Cledovew neuer had 
felt before . She as an humble Abigail caſt her icife at the feet of 
her husband calling him her Lord and King , & proteſting the 
entered into his Pallace to liue there, as his moſt humble hand 


— her ſelfe to be tran d with the current of her profperis 
tyes; but that in the midſt of pomps , ſhe held her eyes firmely 

vpon the many'benefirt he had rechyued fiom God, an 
ſought out in her mind the wayes ſhe ſhould tale to teſtify her 
gratitude , and powre her ſelfe as incenſe vpon coates towards 
the diuine Maieſty. She had one thorna in her hart, which then 
entered very farre therein . It was that ſhe ſaw the King ſpake 
not at all of the promiſe he had made to become a Chriſtian, & 
that ſhe;hauing attempted to put him vpon this diſcourſe, he 
ſubtilely declined it. She knew not in What manner to ſpeake 
to him of it, nor where the might make entrance into his hart. 

In the ond ſhe reſolued to fay vnto him. ( Syr) I fee your 
Maieſty exerciſeth atthis.tyme:yaur liberalities towards al the 
world, & I would. gladly partake therin and receiue atauour, 
Fhe King thinking ſhe would begge ſome guiſt for a Fa- 
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yorite , or ſome other perſou: Ake ſaith he.) confidently, tor 
ou muſt not be denied. I hereupon the replyed : if your Ma- 
ielty beare fo fincere an affection to me, as you, make ſhew , I 
molt humbly intreate, that on the tirit night of my Nuprtials, I 
enter not into the bed of a Pagan, | 
Clodoueus anſwered: ( Madame, ) I vnderſtand what you 
would ſay. It ſhalbe done, but it is not yet ryme; ſuffer the truit 
leaſurably to ripen, and then you ſhall gather ĩt, or it will tall 
of it ſelte. Alas, why would you haue me now ſpeake of B; ap- 
tiſme; & all your ceremonies i Your attractiues are not ſo taint, 
as to permit me to entertayne any other thoughts, then for you; 
all my deuotions ſhould bes but of loye, and my piety, baue no- 
thing but ſhewes ; this is not ĩt, which yqudekre af mg . Giueg 
me tyme to looke about me, and I willaduiepu the meancs , 
which I will vſe for the accompliſhnage vm procvle. As tor 
the reſt youught not to haue any ſcruple go ys wich a Bagan 
husband, for your law faith, as I vad, nat the valelieumyg 
bu:band is ſamdliſad by 4 believing wiſe >; bo amwil 2413 0 0 5 
The Lucene doubred,whezher the, ſhobldiggt kim mn 
deferre the Nuptials at thellealt far ſorae ryme; and deny hic al 
Couingall Company, till the accompliſhment of his promiſe, 
butthe conſidered that het Conſcience was not intereſſed the- 
rein, and that the la of God commaunded her not to ſeparate 
her lelfg from her Pagan band: chat if ſhe vied lo much cũ- 


ning it would cauſa ot rwo things; one; which were ey thex to 
— — himoli foqcuer from Chriſtianiry , or make 
him to vndertake a diſſembled piety , which would ſtill be ſaid 
to haue beene belieged with importunityes , and allurements, 
and conſequently would neuer be conſtant. She reſolued to 
render him all the dutyes of Marriage, and to gayne him rather 
by the example of a good life, & her humble prayers preſented 
on Aultars, then by any other way 9 | 
| Clodouew very well liked her 2 in this proceeding, & 
well ſaw ſhe was wiſez which gaue him occaſion to honour her 
much the more. He was about the age of thirty yeares, when 
he maryed Clatilds, and as aPagan vp in the liberty of 
armes, he had not ſpared to vſe many loue- dalliances; but the 
affection he bare to this good Queene was ſe great, — 
tas 
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razed out of his hatt al other loue , as the ray of the Sunne ſcag< 
tereth the ſhadowes , and phantaſmes of the night. The holy 
Lady perceyuing the ſpirit of her husband already mouedin 
hers, and that there was no need of power, but example; fo 
compoſed her manners in her Mariage, that ſhe made her ſelſe a 
perfect modell of perfections, requiſite for this eſtate. 

Ro yall crownes looſe their luitre on heades without braine, 
and browes without —— . Bur this Lady made it preſently 

peare , that although her birth had not made her worthy ot a 

rowne, nor her good Fortune afforded ic, her Merit alone had 
been of power to make her weare the belt diadem in the world. 
She practiſed in the Court ofa Pagan King a ſtrong, and vigo- 
rous deuotion, which was not puffed yp with outward ſhewes, 
and yapours; but holy repleniſhed with wiſedome . For the 
had a feare of God ſo Chaſt, that ſhe apprehended the leaſt ſhad- 
dowes of Sinne as death; a loue ſo tender, that her hart was as 
a flaming lampe, which perpetually burned before the San- 
Ruary ot the liuing God. Her faith had a bolome as large, as 
that of Eternity ; her hope Was a bow in Heanen, all furniſhed 
with emeralds , which neuer loſt its force; and her piety an e- 
ternall ſource of bleſlings . 

She had made a little Oratory, as 1«dith in the royall Pal- 
lace, where ſhe attended, as much as tyme would permit to 
prayers, and mortifications of fleſh : abiding therein as in a for- 
tunate land, which made the ſweetneſſe of her immortall per- 
fumes, to mount vp to Heauen. Vet did ſhe manage all her a- 
ctions with ſingular diſcretion, that ſhe might not ſeeme too 
auſtere in the eyes of her Court, for feare weake ſoules might 
be diuerted from Chriftianity, by obſeruing in her cariage per · 
fections tranſcedent aboue ordinary Capacities. But all that, 
which moſt paſſed in a Common life was done by her, & her 
maydes , — much purity, feruour, maieſty, and conſtancy. 

It Was an Angelicall Spectacle to ſee her preſent at Maſſe ; 
and diſpoſe herſelte to receyue the bleſſed Sacrament , which 
ſhe very ofren frequented, to draw grace and ſtrength from its 
ſource, She honoured Prieſts, as Meſſengers deſcended from 
Heauen, as well to diſtharge her conſcience, as to hold her Re- 
ligi n in much eſtimation , among Pagans, The zeale of = 

howſes 
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howſes of God, which are Churches, enflamed her with to 
much feruour, that ſhe had no delights more precious, then 
eyther to cauſe new to be raued, or to adorne thoſe, which 
had beene erected, ſo farre, as to make them receiue radiance 
from the works of her toyall hands. Her charity towardes the 
poore was a Sea, which neuer dryed vp, and her hart ſo large 
that all the harts of the miſerable breathed in hers. She compo- 
ſed, and decked her ſelſe dayly before the eyes of God, putting 
on all vertues, as it were by Nature; and rich attire of Ladyes, 
for neceſſity. But the King ber husband ſhe honoured, as it ſhe 
had ſeene the Sauiour of the world walking vpon the eatth : 
and not ſtaying alone on the body, ſhe penerratedeuen to the 
center of this inſidell ſoule, which ſhe beheld with eyes of vn- 
ſpeakable compaſhon. She moſt particularly endeauoured to 
obſerue all his humours, and follow the motions of his hart, as 
certaine flowers _ on the Sun. All that which Cisdeuem 
affected, rooke preſently an honourable place in the ſoule of 
Clotila a; if he delighted in armes, in dogg, in horſes , ſhe for his 
ſake prayſed armes, doggs , and horſes , regarding euen the ob- 
ies of the honeſt pleaſures of her husband, as her beſt enter- 
taynments. Her conuerſation was full ofcharmes , and attra- 
ctiues, which euer carryed profit along with them: ſometimes 
ſhe ſweetned the warlike humours of her husband with harmo- 
ny of reaſon , ſometimes ſhe comforted him vpon occafion of 
troubles, which might happen in the world:ſometime ſhe with- 
held very — and with prudent Modeſty his ſpirit, which 
tooke too much liberty; ſometime the repeated ynto him cer- 
tayne precepts of wiſdome, and practiſes of the liues of Saints, 
and worthy perſonages that he might loue our Religion;ſome- 
time ſhe pleaſed him with an eloquent tongue, and an enter- 
tainment ſo delicate, that nothing may be ſayd mote accom- 

liſhed. She was magnificent , and liberall towards her houſe- 
oy ſeruants,moſt exactly raking notice of the faithfull ſeruices 
they yielded to her husband, and kept her houſe ſo well ynited 
witbin the bands of concord, and Charity, that it ſeemed (as it 
were) alittle Temple of peace : ſlaunder, vncleanefle, idlenes, 
impudence , were from thence eternally baniſhed : yertues, 
indultry , and arts found there a manſion, and the miſeries ofthe 
Yyy world 
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world a ſafe Sanctuary: For ſhe embraced all pious affayres of 
the Realme, and gouerned them with ſo much equality of ſpi - 
rit, that ſhe reſembled Angells, who mooue the Heauens , not 
vſing in themſelues the Jealt agitation . May we not very well 
ſay, this diuine woman Was (elected out by God to fer a golden 
face on an entite Monarchy, by the rayes vt her piety? 


Set. 16. The Prudence, which the Queene uſed 
in the Conuerfion of ber Husband, 


E HE holy Queene brought forth a King, and a 
4 great Monarchy to leſus Chrut, bearing perpetu- 
J ally his Court, and the whole Kingdome in the 
entrai les of her Charity. She had her Cetinels day 
| ix andnight before the Aultars, who ceaſed not to 
imploze the aſliſtance of Heauen , for the ſaluation of her hu» 
band, and ſhe her (elfc often in deep ſilence of darkeneſse cau- 
ſed her weeping eye to ſpęale to God, & adreſsed many vowes 
to all the elect tor the Converſion of this vnbelicuing ſoule. 
She very well conſidered that, that which oftentimes ſlackneth 
theſe wauering ſpiriti in their ende auour to find the way of e- 
icrnall life, is certaine intereſts of fleſh, and bloud, certaine im- 
pediments of temporall affaires, ſome inordinate paſſion, which 
rortureth , and tyrannizeth ouer the mind. Behold the cauſe 
why the tooke great care to ſweeten the diſpoſitions of her huſ· 
band, calme bis paſſions, and through a certaine motali 
nes, facilitate vnto him the way of the myſteries of our faith. 
This being done ſhe tooke her opportunity with the more ef- 
fe, and found the King dayly diſpoſed better, and better for 
theſe impreſhons . 

He already had the arrow very deep in his hart, and began 
to aske queſtions , propoſing conditions, which ſhewed he 
would one day render himſelfe. He ſaid to Clotilda. 

Madame, | ſhould not be ſo farre alienated from your Reli- 
gion, were it not that I ſaw therein matters very ſtrange, 
which you would make belieue by power, and authority, not 

. giuing any other reaſon thereof. You would haue me belicue, 


that 
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that three are but one in your Trinity, that I adore a Crucified 
man, and that I crucify my ſelſe in an enforced, and ceremoni- 
ous life, wherein | was neuer bred. ( My deareſt ) had 1 your 
good inclinations, all would be caſy to me: but you know 
that I all my life time haue beene trayned vp in armes. If I 
ſhould to moro receiue your Baptiſme, which blotteth out al 
ſinnes (according to your maximes) I were no ſooner waſhed. 
but 1 ſhould teare to plunge my ſelfe againe into an infinity of 
occaſions, which might dayly preſent themſelues ro my vnder- 
ſtanding. Then would you threaten me with the iudgment- 
day, and Hell, with terrors , able to ouerwhelme my mind. 
Colider whether it would not be more to the purpoſe, to let me 
perſcuer in my Sect, therein performing al the good | may. Can 
you thinke that for al this I would be excluded trom the mercy 
ot God, who will ſaue all men? 

The wiſe Childs replyed thereunto : ( Syr ) I beſeech 
your Maieſty not to flatter your ſelfe with this ſpecious title of 
mercy, for there wilbe none inthe other world for thoſe, who 
haue performed it in this without profit . Now is the tyme, that 
God ſpareth not to ſtretch out his armes for your obedience, if 
you deſpiſe him you will looſe him without recouery, One can 
neuer do too much for eternall lite; and whatſocuer we ſuffer, 
Paradiſe may ſtil be purchaſed at a good penny worth. Alas 
(Syr — do you find ſo many difficulties in our Religion ? 
T hinke you, God doth wrong in defiring to make you belieue 
thinges which you cannot conceiue by humane reaſons? It is 
he, who hath made the ſoule of man, and who accommodateth 
all the wheeles thereof, nor is there any one of them which 
moueth not at his pleaſure, What merueyle is ĩt, if man offer the 
homage of his vnderſtanding to God? It weaknefle ſubmit to 
ſtrength, littlenes to greatnes , the finite to the infinite , that 
which is nothing, to him who is an Abiſſe ot Eflence , good- 
neſſe, wiſedome, and light? 

It you make a promiſe to one of your ſeruants, — it 
be vareaſonable, and almoſt incredible, yet would you haue 
him to belieue it without reply, & that he take no other groũd 
for this beliefe , but the greatneſſe, and intallible word oſty our 
Maielty . One man exacteth faith of another, though both of 
Yyy2 them 
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them are but earth , and duſt : and you thinke the Soueraigne 
Creator of Heaven, & carth is yniult ro make ys belieue, that 
which our brutith ſenſes cannot comprehend; 1s this the ſub- 
miſſion, and obedience we owe Eternall Truth? Why ſhould 
not I belicue, that three are bur one, that is to ſay, three perſons 
one only God, ſince I daily find my memory, ynderſtanding , 
and will, make but one foulc ? Wherefore ſhould we ſcorne to 
adore a Cruciſied man? Ihe Croſſe is ſo farre from weakening 
my beliefe ; that there is not any thing which more contirmeth 
it. For if the Sauiour of the world had come, as your Maieſty, 
to the Cõqueſt of the vmuetſe with legious, horſes , treaſures, 
and armes, he ſhould in my opinion, retayne that eſteeme, 
which great Captai nes hold: but when | conſider that by the 
puniſhment of the Croſſe, he hath reduced the whole world 
vnder his lawes,and planted the inſtrument of his exceſſiue do- 
lours, cuen on the top of Capitols, and the heads of Monarchs; 
I aftirme, that all is of God in ſuch an affayre,fince there is no- 
thing in it of man. Alas (Syr — you haue a faithfull Seruant, 
who would ſuffer himſelſe to be tormented, and crucified, to 
make you maiſter of a rebellious Fort, would not you find more 
glory in his loyalty, then ignominy in his tormẽts ? And thinke 
you it the eternall wiſedome hauing taken a humane body and 
voluntarily expoſed it to extreme rigors , to waſh our offences 
in his bloud , and ſubdue the pride,and curioſities of the carth, 
to the power of Heauen, it hath done ought therein reprehen- 
fible? Haue we not much more cauſe to adore the infinite = 
of his Charityes, then to diſpute vpon honour , which only co- 
fiſt in the opinion of the wotld ? 

I beſeech your Maieſty,figure not to your ſelfe, our Reli- 
gion, as an irkeſome, and auſtere Law: when you haue ſub- 
micted to the yoke , God will afford you ſo much grace, that all 
theſe difficulties which you apprehend, will no more burthen 
you then feathers do birds. And although it ſhould happen, you 
after Baptiſme fall into ſome Sinne , which God by bis ace 
will diuert, the bloud of leſus Chriſt is a Fountaine, which per- 
— diſtilleth in the Sacraments of the Church to waſh a- 
way all our iniquityes. ( Syr) I feare leaſt you too long dif. 
terre to reſigne your ſelſe to the many aduertiſements, which 
you 
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you haue receiued from Heaven: If you weigh the fauours chat 
God hath done to your Maicſty , hauing ſet a Crowne on your 
head ar cli age of fifreene yeares, hauing preſerued you againſt 
ſo many tactions, detended you from ſo many perils , adorned 
you with ſo much glory, honoured you withſo many proſpe- 
rours ſucceſſes, you ſhall tind he hath reaſonto require at this 
time fro you, what he demaundeth of you by my mouth. What 
know you, whether he haue choſen out your perſon to make 
you a patterne to all other Kings, and conſtitute you ſuch in 
France, as ConRlantine hath beene inthe Romane Empire, 
which will render you glorious in the memory of men, and 
happy in Heauen to all eternity ? Verily ( Syr) it you yeild not 
your ſelfe vpto my wordes , you ought to ſubmit to the bloud 
of ſo many worthy Martyrs , who haue already profeſſed this 
faith in your Kingdome: you ought to ſubmit to ſo many great 
Confeſſors, as knowing as Oracles, of as good life az Angels, 
who denounce truth vnto you. You ought to ſubmit to mira» » 
cles, that are cuery day viũbly done at the Sepulcher of great 
3. Martin, which is an incomparable treaſure in your Kingdo- 


Sweet hart (anſwereth the King) ſay no more, you are 
too learned for me, and l feare leaſt you ſhould perſwade me to 
that, which I haue no defire to belieue ; and although you had 
convinced my ſpirit , to diſpoſe it to this beliefe , thinke you it 
wold be lawtull for me ſo ſoone to make profeſſio of your faith? 
You ſee I am King of an infinite people, and haue euer at my 
Comaund a great Nobility, who acknowledge no other Gods, 
but thoſe of the Country. Do you belieue that all ſpirits are ſo 
eaſy to be curbed, and that when 1 ſhall go about to take a 
ſtrange God, will it not make them murmur, & perhaps forge . 
a pretext to embroile ſomerhing in my kingdome?For Religioy 
and the State are two pieces, which mutually touch one anos: 
ther very neere; one cannot almoſt ſtirre the one without the: 
other: the ſureſt way is not to fall yponir, and to let the world 
paſſe a long, as our predeceſſors found it. 

Cletilda well ſaw this apprehenfion was one of the mayneſt 
obſtacles of his ſaluation , and ſhe already had given good re- 
medy thereunto, —— diſpoſitions of all the — 
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the Court. Behold the cauſe why the moſt ſtony replyed thee 
reunto, 

( Syr) it is to apprehend fantaſies, ro forme to your ſelſe ſuch 
imaginations: Y ou ate aPrincetoo abſolute, and too well be- 
loved tofearetheſaCommotions;but rather much otherwiſe [ 
aflure;you vpon mino honour, your people are already much 
diſpoſed to receyug our Religion; and your Nobility , which, 
hath ſufficientiy vnderſtood the vanity of Idols expecteth 
uoughtelſe, but your example to embrace Chriſtianity; Nay if 
need were to penetrate-Rockes, and cut through Mountaines 
to gayne ſucceſſe ſor ſuch anenterprize , your trauailes would 
therein be very well employed, nor is it fir you feare to loofe 
earth to purchaſe Heauen . But all the fecility is in your owne 
hands. the grape, which you ſaid was not yet ripe almoſt ſiue 
yeares ſince, is now mature, and it is you gather it. 

--  Fheſe words oftentimes preſented ypon , had 
quickly amerueylous power ouer the mind of c ledoum, & the 
iron began in good earneſt to wax ſoft in the fire . For he ho- 
noured Churches, and vſed Ecclefiaſtiques wich a quite other 
reſ} — he accuſtomed, bores! - = a moſt euident tos · 
* :thebufcnelle, whict ied © Mania! 

The Hiſtory ſaith, che Souldiers of Cladourus foraging the 
in their liberty of armes, had pillaged in the C 5 

of Themes a and veſiel of ſiluer to pow re out wa- 
ter into; at which the good Biſhop being ſomewhat troublod 
for che reucrence'the bare to all that, which apperteyned to 
tus Minittery 9 he ſent / his Comiliaries to the King to make 
— —.— not loſt, For Clodoweus con- 

manded them to come to Sion, where diuiſion ſhould be 
made ofthe booty , that had beene taken from all parts, whicts . 
wagdone zand they comming to vnfardle all theſe — 
King being there ꝓteſent in perſon, found the veftell, which. 
commaunded to be reſtoted to the Commiſsaries 

ache Church t but a Souldier becoming obſtinate — 
& much diſpleaſed that ſo goodly a piece ſhould eſcape his hã da 
gauera blow with a halberd vpon it to cleaue it aſunderʒ e hich 
Claddnrun for that time diſsembled , fearing to proceed to a 
reafbaablg Chatiiſemenc with any paſſion: but afterweard 2 
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this fellow much out of order: How ( ſaith he) is there none 
but you that gra mutinous, and yet ate the rſt armed of al 
the troopes? And ſaying ſo, he tooke the halbend out of his had, 
and threw it to the ground the other ſtoopiug to take it vp a» 
aine , felt a furious blow from the hand ofthe King, which 
— him ot life , in puniſhment of his temerity 
T he Queene vndecſtandingthis newes held ta good pre- 
ſage of his Conuerſion, and that which much more confirmed 
her in — 5 ai, that being de lijuered okagoodly Sonne, 
ſhe obteyned leaue of the King, it might be C tiſtned ; Which 
ſhe ſpeedily did: but the infant ſtayed not long aſter his bap- 
tiſme , to forſake an Earthly Crowne, to take in Heauen a dia- 
demne ofjEcernall glory. : nl 1 
71 — ſome ſlackeneſſe in his good purpoſes, 
and chid the Queene, as being ng vehement ro diſpoſe al the 
world to her one Religion, ſaying this Baptiſtne might᷑ very 
well haue pup" hurt to the health of the Child; but the re- 
plyed that liſe and death were in the hands of God g;. that this 
chald was not fo much to be lamented. for hau h 22 y 
changed from the life of a fly, to that —— 5 t the Sa- 
uiaur of the world, who holdeth in his hand the keyes of fruit- 
fulnes , could bleſſe their royall bed with a faire iſſue, when he 
th bt good; and that we ſhould not be amazed at the death 
ol ſo trayle a Creature, nor attribute the cauſe theroſ to Hap: 
tiſme , which o nothing, l knew fo well 
how to ex er act, that being the ty me delauered of 
a male chile „Baptiſme was as well conferred on this as the 
former; after which it — ; — the 2 
e then euer hlamed her v ing » that he from 
—ͤ— — well ſaw abel | pans of Reds were fa- 
tall to the death of his Children, and that ſhe could e heed 
ko at any time to opẽ her mouth to obteyne of him ſuch. like 
liberty - x 
Sheendowed with a Conſtant hart, and who -_ taken 
very deepe rootes in faith; made an anſwere worthy of her pi- 
ety, ſaying to her husband; Ah how ( 55 ) whatat God har 
2 me vnworthy euer againe to haue any iſſue. by my 
Child- beds, were it not teaſon that I adore his holy ö 
an 
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and kiſſe the rods of his Tuſtice ? 1 humbly beſeech your Ma- 
ie ſty not to caſt ypon the baptiſme of Chriſtiãs, that which you 
ſhould rather attribute to my fannes . 

The King all enraged with Choller, was ſo edified with 
this word, that from this tyme forward he geteyned it in me- 
mory with much admiratio , not being able to woũder inough 
at the great Courage, and modeſty of his wiſe. 


Sect. 17. The Conner on of Clodonens . 


T is to ſayle without ſtarres, & to labour with 
out the Sunne (ſaith Origen) to thinke of com- 
9 ming to God without a particular grace of God, 
After ſo many humane peaches redoubled one v- 
pon another, the holy Ghoſt warker of all Con- 
nerh ons mere a voice of Thunder to the hart of Clodonens 
in the middeſt of battailes , and cauſed him to ſertle ypon this 
teſolution, which he had pondered the ſpace of many yeares. 
The gceafion wat, that the Suni a people of Germany 
The Nheme with great forces commanded by many Kings, who 
wete perſonally in the army, & came to ruth on the Saulen with 
Intention rode e beginnings of the French —_ 
Clodouem hauing receined newes of this preparation, ſpeedily 
Sppoſcrh them with good troupes : for he likewife had drawne 
rogeather to his ayde the Ribargls , people neere borderin 
on the Reine, Who were allyed to the French, and had firſt 4 
all giuen notice of the enterprize of the Sueni , that in a neeret 
degree threatnedthem, 
The encoſitet ofthe two atmics was at Tolbial neere Callen, 


4 


which "= was ohe of the moſt deſperate, that is foũd in hiſ- 
tories,” The Ki vndertoołę the conduct ofthe Caualry, and 
had giuen to Prince Sichert his Kinſman the Iufantery. All of 
them were extremely inflamed to ſhew themſelues in this con- 
fit valizut men. Clodovew, who proceeded laying the tounda- 
tiom of a grem Monatehy, wherein he would haue no com 

nion thodght H: Muſt eicher triumph er be loſi. EN allyes, who 
Wert imrefeſſet c yery fare y ti warte, fayled him not in any 
Kind. The Um on the vther ide, had an extreme deſite ro 
= extend 
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extend their Conqueſts, and thought their fortune depended 
on the ſucceſſe of this battaile. T here was nothing but fire, tem- 
petts, deathes, and ſlaughters, ſo great was the refiftance'on ei- 
ther ſide, In the end Sigebert valiantly fighting , was wounded 
with an arrow , and borne all bloudy out of the batraile by his 
Sonne. The infantery through the ablence of their Coronel}, . 
was defeated , and put to route. All the burthen of the battaile 

fell vpon the Caualry , which did merueylous exployres, 

ting before the eyes of theit King: but in the end the ſhocke of 

enemyes was ſo mnpetuous , that it brake through, and ſcatre- 

red them. Clodouem bare himſelfe like a Lion couered with 

blo ad and duit, among the ranckes ot thoſe affrighted men, cry- 

ed out with a loud and ſhrill voice, to rally their troupes , he in 

the meane time fighting in his owue perfon , and withall pex- 

forming the duty both of a great Captayne, and valiant ſoldier. 

But notwithſtanding all his endeanours , terrour had ſo ſeyzed 

on theſe flying men, that the affaire grew deſperate, 

And as remedyes are ſought from Heauen, when thoſe of 
the earth are of no effect. Aurelianus the great fauorite of the 
Xing approaching neete to his maiſter, per adeth him to make 
a' vow ynto God, to fulfill the promiſe he had made to the 
Queene his wite, which was, to be baprized, it he retuthed vi- 
ctorious from this battell : which he did, calling aloud vpan 
the God of his Wife, and promiting an abſolute conuetſion to 
the Catholike faith. x 

The word was no ſooner ſpoken, but that his troupes ralli- 
ed themſelues vp, made head againſt their enemies, purſued 
them, ran through, and routed them with ſo great a maſſacre, 
that the fieldes were all couered with dead bodyes, The diſcon- 
firure ſo tetriſied them on the other fide of the Rheme, that the 
Alm ans which ſuruiued fearing leaſt the King puffed vp with his 
victories might paſſe the river; diſpatched a ſpeedy Embaſſa- 
dour vnto him, to yield rhemſclues tribataries to his Maieſty. 
Clotilla hearing the ne wes of this battell, and of the haly reſo- 
lution of her husband, was tranſported with ſo great ioy that 
the vent out to meete him as farre as Champagne, accompanied 
with the great Archbiſhop S. Remigius, a man whome God was 
pleaſed to make vie of to _ ne this great worke of the ſalua- 
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tion of Cledouew, For beſides his admirable Sin & ity, acknow- 
ledged throughout all France, he had the reputation to be one 
of the moſt able, and eloquent men ot his tyme ; witneſſe Sido- 
ni Apollinaris, who ſpeaketh of his eloquence with admiration, 
ſaying, he thought there was not a man liuing von the face ot 
the earth, whome S. Remigius ſurpaſſed not, withont any elabo- 
rate ſtudy at all, through the experience he had acquired of well 
ſpeaking. His conceptions were inimitable; his language ſo 
ſweet and polite, that it reſembled a piece ot ice very ſmooth, 
whereon nothing might be{eene vnequall. His ſentences were 
full of weight, hu arguments of force, and his wordes glided a 
long like a river; and euer bare in them ſome flaſhes of light- 
ning, at the end of his periods, | 
So ſoone as the King, who was ſtil repleniſhed, with ſweet 
1des's of his victory, ſaw the Queene his w ite: it i now Ma- 
dame (ſayth he) that you haue gayned : Clodowew triumpheth 
ouer the Almans, and you triumph ouer Clodoucus. Ihe deed is 
done, my Baptiſme mult no longer be deferred. The Queene in · 
finitly comforted with this word, anſwereth: (Syr) to the great 
God of Hoſtes is due the glory of theſe two ttiumphes: & your 
Maieſty/fdoth moſt wiſely to render him with the firſt oportuni- 
ty wha. you haue vowed. That man giueth doubly , who af- 
foardWM readily. Behold one of the greateſt Prelates of your 
Kingdome, whome I haue brought along to ſerue your Maieſty 
In an affaire of ſuch importance. 1 
Thereupon 4 Remigius was preſented , whome the King 

molt honorably entertey ned, and ſignifyed he much deſired to 
be rectiſied by his good initructions: wherat the holy man, ex- 
ceedingly reioycing for the good which he hoped to deriue tro 
thence , made him on the day aſſigned a Sermon of the know- 
ledge of God, and of the glory of Chriſtianity , againſt the ya- 
nity of Idols, ſo rauiſhing, that it tranſported the King, and all 
his Court, who ceaſed not atterward to confine himſelfe to the 


— d. lipps of 8. Remigius, as to a ſtreame of living waters. It is true 
4 15s that S. Vedaſtys, who was afterward Biſhop of Arre had already 


beganne to cathechiſe Cledoweus : but as theſe holy men preten- 
ded nothing but the intereſts of God, not hauing regard to any 
thing, which touched their one perſons , he mel willingly 
gaue 
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aue way to the . of an Archbiſhop, and to the great abi- 
fley of a men accounted, as an oracle, contenting himſelfe to aſ- 
ſiſt 8. Rem gius, and to contribute in this action, all which his mi- 
niſtery, & lexuice might affoard. 
Thais King going to Rhe mes diſpoſed himſelfe religiouſly te 
receyue Baptime vnder the direction of this Prelate , dayly 


harkening with fingular attention vnto the inſtructions of chu 
faith, and intorming himſelte with much judgment in all that, m 
which was neceſſary for his ſaluation. It is written among other te. 


things, that when S. Remigiut came to explicate the my ſtery of 
the pallion vnto him, he was much mooued thereat : ſo that 
tranſported with a generous impatience , he put his hand to 
his ſword, and ſpake a loud in anger, that had he with his 
French becae preſent in the place where this Act was com- 
mitted againſt his Maiſter, he would haue reuenged i, with the 
vtmoſt/ ability of his forces. I he holy Prelat ſweertned his war- 
like humours, & made him capable ot every miſtery,vting there · 
in much endeauour, and great perſpicuity of diſcourſe. 

After theſe inſtructions they proceeded to Confeſſion, and 
ordinary pennances, wherein the King ſhewed ſo much deuo- 
tion, that laying aſide the purple robe and Crowne ; he coue- 
red himſclfe with aſhes, imploring the mercy of God in his moſt 
feruent prayers. 

When the day of Baptiſme arriued , which was the Eue of 
Eaſter, S. Remigius cauſed the Church ot Rhemes to be excellent- 
ly adorned, as the cuſtome of thoſe tymes would permit, com— 
manding it to be hanged with the richeſt pieces of Tapeſtry he 
could find to be perfumed with ſweet odours, and lightned 
with a great quantity of waxe lights compoſed of certaine per- 
fumes which rendred a delicate ſplendour, in ſuch manner, 
that 8. Gregor? ot Tours ſayth, this place reſembled a little terre- 
ſtriall Paradiſe. Some while before the baptiſme, the King and 

Queene fitting with S. Remigius in the Oratory of S. Peter atten- 
ded by few perſons of note, behold there came on a ſodaine a 
molt reſplendent light, which appeared ynto the eyes of all the 
world with rayes 65 ſparkling , that ſcarſely it might be endu- 
red; and at the ſame inſtant was heard from Heauen a voice, 
which ſayd, Peace be with you , feare nothing, perſeuer in my Lone, 
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This win thetime, when the ne Conffuntine ſet forwned ro- 
wardes holy Bapriſme; where being arrmed-in the preſence of 
all the world, 5. Remigins ſpake to him theſe words: Mits depone 
coll Sicamber; Adora quod incendiſts, incende quod adoraiti-.. Bous thy 
wecke worn ( O Frenchiman) vnder the yoake of G; adore that which 

Omnipoti- you haue burned and bung what you adored. 

rem Deum Thereupon pronouncing his profeſſion of Fairh, and eſpe- 

ide cally, that which concerned rhe miſtery of the holy Trinity, he 

8 e, was baptized, In the name of the Father, the Sonne, and the 

can Holy Ghoſt. | „ et 
' | The fand of God that is not ſhortned, and which being tho 
workemaiſterof Nature, operateth when it pleaſeth him aboue 
Nature, vſeth to honour with ſome great nivaclesthe founda- 
tions of Religion in certaine places, where it is pl imted. Heere 
he waspleaſed to conſocrate ehe Kings of Fance, Rhe Whole 
Reahme to lis Mal eſty,to deriue from hence an infinite numbet 

d ſeraices and at thoſe great Kings are the firſt of the Chureh , 

In baptiſ- and the molt perſoct —— of the Divinity among all Mo- 

— — narches, eſpecially when they declare themſelues iᷣmitatours of 

— the piery of Clodowes ; ſo God was wilting te renew at their 

ſacri Chriſ Conſecration/ the Wonders he did at tie baptiſme of his Sonne, 

mats de- tothe end the worke manſhip might haue conforthiry with its 
tali. Vide modell: for he cauſed a Doue viſibly to appeare, which bare in 

Mou, de her beake the holy Violl, flled with the vnctien wherewith 

ferry vn. Glodouens, & his ſucceſſours were afrer ward annoynted. 

Bionibes & It is a thing ſo authenticall, that it is rather ro be reueren- 

Cue, ed, then diſputed : the memory theteof is ſtil] preſerued in the 
urn as Epitaph ſot ouer the aſhes of Clodonens in the Church of 4. Geno- 
us Guide ue furſof Paris, which ſaith, this Doue was an Angell; in S. 

ſcripft in Thoms in the ſecond bovke of the inſtitution of Princes; in Cle- 

In nile, meu this fburch in his queſtions, and ſo many other Authours , 

that it vvtre to do a thing already done to diſtend my ſelfe any 
further vpon this ſubiect. Others haue added that the flower- 
de- luces were brought at the ſame time by the help of an An- 
gell, to be ſet in the armes, and Sencheons'of the Kings of 

France: butrhar is not well prooued. I ſhould rather belieue, 

chat the lillies were the Symbole of the Gaules, as the Balme of 

Ives long time before Cloiowrw 3 For there are yet cerraine 

medalles 
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medalles found ſtamped in the time of the Emperour Adrian, Ita Sau- 
who Was little abonc one hundfed yeares aftet our Sauiour 70: is Luv 
Chriſt, whereon the figure of Gaule was to he ſeene, formed i. 


2s an honorable Lady, which ſeemod te mold in her hand a 
flower-de- Luce, offering it to the Emperour, & yielding thanks 
for its pteſoruation by this title; engrauen on the ſame Coyne, 
Ee nit utori Galle. I cannot likewiſe vnderſtand, who is that Ci- 
turw cited by Monſieur Capet, in his pleadings of Rights, and 
Liberryes, that maketh mention of a rod ſprinkled with flower 
de-Luces, which then appeared in Heauen, to witneſſe the 
Kings of France ſhouid be the true defenders. of the Catholike 
Church. 

We haue no want of true miracles, nor need we go about 
to encertayne ill grounded phanta es: they who deſire ro eſta- 
bility fable things gaine nought cif vpon the credulity of hu- 
mane ſpirits , atthey make truth to be doubted. 

That which I find in this Baptiſme moſt probable, ĩs, that 
Clodonens —— — with his Children, his Siſters,” and more 
then three thouſand Cmaliers, Captaines, Soldiers, and orher 
OCourtieri, not numbri ng women, & litti Children & which 
is more, tho Ming made an edict ſo faunurablt for Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, that being publiſhed it canuerted (as it were) to the ſach 
al che reſt of the French Nation, in fuch fort that euery where 
there was nothing to be ſcene, but burning of Idolls, and ers- 
Ring of Aulrars, 11 | * 
Ihe admirable Cisnlds, who had ſo long tyme ſighed af- 
ter this moft happy day, being wholly abſor pt᷑ in reuerence, and 
thankefgiuing, rendered to God, beheld herſelſe Crowned 
wich ſo many thouſands of Children: and if thoſe wornen of the 
old Feſtament for aflender carnall race, ſong Canticles of tri- 
umph, What —— this Lady both ſay, and doe, who after her 
comming into France, ſaw the face of a Monarchy abſolutely 
changed, the Kingdome of God eſtabliſhed, and fo man ſouleꝭ 
arranged vnder the banner of our dauiout, who was pleaſed fo 
powerfully to make vſe heerein of her prayets, & induſtty? 


222 3 Sect. 38, 


Seat. 18. What Clodoneus did by the perfvafon 
of Clotilda, after his Baptiſmmne 


E holy woman dayly building vpon her foũ- 
1:5 8y dations , ceaſed not to diſpoſe ber husband. to all 
LD) 4 the holy, and glorious actions, which the could 
| thinke on, that he might in ſome ſort anſwete the 
SSCs graces he had receaued from the diuine Ma ieſty. 
She cauſed him to bend his affections to the embeliſhing, and 
enriching of Churches; which he did, beginning with that of 
Rbemes, with ſo much magnificence , that S. Remigius who was 
of a noble, and generous courage, had muchado with himſelſe 
to take all, which the King was willing to giue : hnmbly be- 
ſceching his Maieſty he would apply his liberalityes to other 
places that had more need thereof. 

Thereupon he diſpoſed himſelſe to build the Church of 
the Apoſtles 8. Pater, and J. Paul, whome he honoured, as the 
Fathers of Chriſtianiry . It is now dedicated to S. G enonefus of 
Paris; which the King, and Queene afterward choſe out for the 
place of their Sepulchers. | 

One cannot to much glorify this holy place, which hath 
beens as the Cradle ofthe piety of Clodeucut and it is a moſt ma- 

nifeſt bleſſing from Heauen, that it fell into the bands of that 
ſage, & religious Prelare the Lord Cardinall of Rochefaucault; 
who by his zeale (a molt powerfull alchimy ) dayly changeth 
the brickes, and morter into marbles, and gold: & not conter 
with dead prayers, he hath aſſebledthe living in ſo many good 
Religious men, there eternally to praiſe the greatneſſe of God, 
and of this heauenly Virgin, which there commaundeth. He 
could not better ſerue our great King then by ſo pretiouſly ho- 
nouring the aſhes of the Ft moſt Chriſtian Prince, and of his 
holy ſpouſe Clotilda, to tye their protection to his ſtandarts. 

In the third place the bleſſed woman very deepely impreſ- 
ed in the ſoule of her husband the deuotion of S. Martin: in ſuch 
ſort that in al his moſt thorny affaires he had a ſingular recourſe 
to this great Apoſtle of France, making there many vowes, & 

ſometimes 
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fomrymes praying proſtrate at his Tombe , with tne{eruour of 
an incredible piety . From whence alſo proceeded, that no (a. 
eisfying himſelfe with giuing large donatiues to his Church, he 
—. the whole Dioces with merueylous reuerence; forbid- 
ing his troupes when they marched ypon any exploit to take 
ought elſe in bis precincti, bur ſalt and hearbes. W ich was ſo 
ſtreightly obſerued, that he cauſed a ſouldier to paſſe through 
the pikes, who had taken hay from a Countriman , ſaying it 
was hearbes. | 
Moreouer to imitate in al eminency the piety of great Con- 
ftantine , he procured anationall Councell to be held at Orleans; 
where be witneſſed much reſgeRto.the Prelats allembled in, 
that place to decide Eccleſiaſtical affaires, writing vnto the 2 e 14. 
notable lettet by which he cofirmed the rights, & immunity es 
of the Church, according to the forme of ancient Canons. 
Ia the end Pope Hormiſdas, comming to ſucceed Symmac bas, 
inthe holy Sea, Cladoxexs was the very firſt , which diſpat- 
ched Embaſſadors vnto bim, with a very beautifull Crowne 
Grnamed , the Realme. It hath beene a — ordinary 
in all tymes to offer ie wels and Crownes to Aultars in gratetul 
acknowledgment towards the diuine Maieſty. So Cõſtantine 
rendred his diademe to the Sauiour of the world, which is yet 
at this time to be ſcene hanging ouer the Aultar of 8. Sophia. So 
did Mauritius, ſo Henry the Emperour at Cluny , who made offer 
to the Church of aVYorld,all oyer diuerſifyed with moſt exqui- 
ſite precious ſtones. 
chold the cauſe, why the King ſent this preſent, as the Hi- 
ſtory expreſſely mentioneth, to be hanged vp before the chiefe 
Aultar of S. Peter at Rome, in token of the offer he made to God 
of his perſon, and eſtate, as the eldeſt Sonne of the Church. And Fledoar- 
he that would well conſider the foundation of the hiſtory ſhall gs. Philip- 
find this diademe, called the kingdome or Realme , was a kind u * 
of crowne come from Conſtantinople: For it is ſayd, that the Em- a- 
2 Anaftafius , who ſought ſupport from the fauour of the J. „1 
ing of Prance againſt the Gothes that ſwayed in 1:aly, vnder- 3 uy = 
ſtanding the great ates of armes, done by our Clodovew ſent a j, 
ſolemne Embaſſage vnto him, to congratulate, and offer hima ; 


title ofan honourable Conſull the purple robe, & the C _—_ 
Way 
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which the Srecians of this tyme called, N. 
clidenews vety — entertayned this Embaſſage, & ſhew - 
ed himſelte attyred with thoſe ornament; in the Church of 8. 
Martin; where he made a largeſſe of gold, and ſiiuer; then ac-" 
knowledging all theſe proſperities cams to him from God: atter 
he was baptized he conſecrated this rich 1ewell, which had 
beene preſented to him by the Emperour , inthe chiefe church 
of chriſtendome, to ſerne as an etetnall monument of his Reti- 
gion. Behold how this illuſtrious Monarch began at that time 
to maniteſt the markes of his zeale,and rociment togeathet, the 
ood intelligence ich Franes afterwards had With the Pa- 
flor and ſpirituall Father ot the q hole world. ä 
I am bound to touch this in paſſing a long with all fincerity, 
being naturally an enemy of theſe queſtions which ate many 
times mooued with too much feruour, and inconſideration, in 
the point of conteſtations of the iuriſdiction ol S oueraigne au- 
thorityes. We are learned inough, when we know that Jeſus 
Chriſt , who had the ſource of power in himſelſe, diſtribared it 
to Popes, and Kings: conſtituting the one for ſpirituall gouern- 
ment; the other for wm gre It is his pleaſure we hond ur both 
in the one, and the other, the eharactet of his authority, and not 
— ypon fantaſyes . God hath ſet them ouer our heads to ad- 
re their Juſtres, and not to controle theit power. 

Amongſt the follies of Nero, it is reported that one day be- 
Holding a ſpace of Land, whit ſeparated two ſeas, and held 
them in excellent order, he had a deſire to cut it, that theſe two 
Seas might encounter, and himſelfe ſee what countenance they 
would carry, when they commixed togeather. Take you good 
heed (ſaith the oracle vnto him) otherwiſe they will ouerflow, 
to drowhe you. Leaue matters here God hath appointed. and 
confound not the limitts of nature, It is true, Eccleſiaſticall, ind 
ciuill power ate two great Seas, God hath limited, & diuided 
them by the interpoſition of fpirituall, and remporall admini- 
ſtration : Both exerciſe their functions, and line in faire peace, 
God preferue vs from thoſe miſeries, which may diſmantle the 
wall, and cauſe themrointermingte togeather ſo, that we may 
behold the world in a deluge of calamities. ta 

To what purpote is all this? The Sun doth not the worke 
of 
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of the rayne , nor the rayne ot the dun. Conftantine fayd the Bi- © 
ſhops were Biſhops in their Churches, in that which cõcerneth x ſcope 
Religion, and appointed him by God forthe gouernmem of his cr gue 
Empire in matters temporall. extra eccley 
Let vs reſt in theſe limits, Gize ze to Ceſar, that which belon- fam. 

eth to Ceſar: to God , what appertayneth to God, We haue better 
— to liue then diſpute, and our Aunceſtours haue pre- 
ſerued a Monarchy ſo flouriſhing the ſpace of twelue hun- 
dred yeares, not wich diſputations, and vnprofitable Wrang- 
lings, but with the armes of Wiſdome, Obedience, and Cou- 
rage. We haue alwayes rendered to the Pope the honour he de- 1. Per. 
ſerueth, as to the Soueraigne Paſtor of the vniuerſall Church, 2. SA 
which is vnder Heauen . We haue conteſſed, and do acknow- bete one 
ledge the King true and abſolute Monarch in the gouernment 
of temporall things, ſingularily honouring him, and with moſt T 
cordiall affections louing him, as an animated pourtrayture ot — f 
the greatnefle of the diuine Maieſty. God thereupon maketh vs Regi — 
to proſper, and taſt by experience, that there is no ſcience more — 
— then obedience, nor any felicity, but the accompliſhment n, fue dw- 
of the will of the ſoucraigne maiſter. On the contrary, it ; ob- e - 
ſerued in the Hiſtory of lo many ages, that the woundes from d «bes 
Heauen haue on all ſides fallen v pon thoſe, who haue ſought n. 
to caſt the apple of diſcord into the houſe of God: The wind 
blowne from their mouthes returned on their heades, ſince it is 
fir, Iniquity ſhould ſirit kill it ſelfe with its owne poyſon. 


Set. 19 The good ſucceſſe which God gaue to 
Clodoucus , after he became a Chriſtian. 


LODOVEVS was no ſooner become à Chri- 
tian, but that ĩt ſeemed God had tyed to his armes 
2 ſome ſecret vertue, which made him triumph o- 
uoer his enemies, and crowne all his enterpriſes 
re. with moſt glorious ſucceſſes. 
The firſt warre he ——— altet his baptiſme was againſt 
Gombant King of Burgundy, of whome we haue very amply 
ſpoken heertofore. I much wonder at certaine Authours , who 
Aaaa meaſu- 


meaſuring the aſfections of Saints ,with the weakeneſſes of 
their owne ſpirits , and eſteeming it a ſweet glory to be reuen- 
ged vpon enemies, from whome fome notable iniuries are re- 
ceyued, haue ſaid, that Clorilds excited her husband tothe ruine 
of her Vncle, to deriue an account trom him of the death of her 
Father, and Mother. This is too inferiour a conceyt vpon a La- 
dy, who was arriued to fo high a degree of perfection: nay it 
was ſo much otherwiſe , that ſhee ſhould enkindle the fire of 
this warre, that Gembant being in the full poſleſiion of Cladoueu 
to bereaue him of lite; the withheld the fatall blow, and after- 
wards ſeing he by his ill deportment had loſt his Kingdome,the 
did all that poſſibly ſhe might to preſerne a part thereof for Si- 
giſmond, Sonne of Gembant, her couſen- german. 

That which firſt of all ruined this vnhappy King of Dur- 
gundy , was his Hereſy, which drew vpon him the vengeance 
ot God: for it being often preached vnto him, and he conuin- 
ced by reaſons, did offer himſelfe in priuate to become a Catho- 
like; yet ſtill reteyned Arianiſme in publique. Behold the cauſe, 
why he hauing diuided his hart , God divided his Kingdome. 

The ſecond cauſe of his ruine was, his Nature Cruel), and 
Couctuous , which rendered him vaciuill, and an enemy of all 
order . He ſent his Niece (as it were) in anger to Cledewew, gi- 
ning her not any thing in marriage, but many Complements, 
Whereupon the King making ſundry remonſtrances, and after- 
wards complayntes, he neglecting both the one, and the other, 
and anſwering the Embaſſadours ſent to treate with him very 
peruerſely , he reſolued to make warre ypon him. 9 

Ad heereunto, that hauing already put two of his Brothers 
to death, he tyrannized ouer the third, » who to get ſhelter from 
the tempeſt had recourſe to the King of France, that was ne 
whit diſpleaſed to take this occafion to poſſeſſe himſelfe of the 
kingdome ofBurgundy, which he ſaw to be very fit for him. Gom- 
bant hauing learned that Cladeuem armed in good earneſt againſt 
him , would needes flatter his brother , whome he had before 
much exaſperated to winne him to his party: but he playin 
the Fox againſt a Fox, hauingjgiuen him fayre — 2 
his backs tawardes him, and yielded to the French withall his 
troupes. 
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The Bargandian — — fled, and caſt himſelfe ypon the 
Rbeſne, vntill tuch tyme that he was ſhut vp in Anignen , where 
Cladoueus deſperatly purſued him, preſſed him, and thruſt him 
vpon extre mityes: ſo that the leaſt word of Queene Clotilda had 
been ſufhcient to take away his life. But the King conteyned 
himlſclte both for the reſpect he bare to his wife, home he well 
knew not to be delighted with the bloud of her allyes; and for 
the diſcretion , Which Arredius a Counſellour of Gombant yied 
with him. The vanquiſhed yielded to all the- conditions pro 
ſed by the Conqueror, ſo farre as to become tributary to Frace, 

Afterwards the troupes of Clodowens being retired, this man 
full of gall, and bitterneſſe againſt Godegiſilus his brother, who 
had leuied armes againſt him, beſieged him in Vienna, contra 
to all promiſes made to Clodouens,and hauing ſurpriſed him, flew 
him in the Church with bis owne hand: which was an act bar- 
barous, and only worthy of aman abandoned of all ſenſe of R e+ 
ligion. This cruelty was the cauſe that Clodowens returning back 
againe entred into Burgundy , and poſſeſſed himſelfe thereof, to 

niſh the exorbitances of a man, who was as outragious to of- 
end thoſe, who might hurt him, as vnable to reſiſt the iuſtice 
of armes raiſed againſt him. 

T here remayned nothing for him in this ſhipwracke , but 
an ignominious & miſerable lite, which God oftentymes infli- 
cteth tor puniſhment of brother-ſlayers, as he did to Cain: which 
he finally ended in Arianiſme. Ihe holy Clotilds (23 | ſaid be- 
tore) taking pitty of the iſſue of this wicked Father, employed 
all her endeauours to preſetue for Sigiſmond the title of King, & 
ſome competent remainders of a Fortune horribly diſmembred 
by the euill mannage of this Prince, blinded with errour, and 
impiety. 

From thence, Clodovess transferred his armes ĩnto Aquitaine, 
where he had buſineſſe inough to deale with Alaricus King of 
the Viſigetbes. But as | vndertooke not in this treatiſe to enlarge 
vpon the warres of Clodoueui, nor on his ſingular valour, but as 
it may be confidered to correſpond with the piery he receyued 
from Clotilaa, I remit the reader to the Hiſtory of France: con- 
renting my ſelſe to obſerue two, or three paſſages of the divine 
prouidence ouet King Clodoxens in this warte . The firſt was, 

| Aaaa 2 that 
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that hauing reſolued to turne his armes againſt this Goth, who 
drew into his tertitoryes all the enemyes of France, and who 
as an Artian Hereticke , molt inhumanly vſed the Catholicks , 
which were in his power. 

He endeauouring to decline this blow vſed many wiles to 
ſurprize his aduerſary, & murther him it he could, vnder colour 
of emparlance, & amity. Clodovexs notwithſtanding ſhielded by 
the powerfull hand of God, was deliucred from his practiſes , 
& although the other was ſupported by King Theodoric ke , who 
was his Father in law, his Countryman, & leagued with other 
Kings , our braue Monarch repleniſhed with tne confidence he 
had in the cauſe of God, as one who intended to cut off the roote 
of the Arian Hereſy , which budded torth in France , couragi- 
ouſly marched in the face of the enemy, & with ſo much ſpeed 
preuented him, that he rather ſeemed to haue the conduct of an 
army of Eagles, the Souldiers. 

A ſecond teſtimony of the faithfull loue of Heauen appea- 
red in wonders, which ſerued for a preſage of the neere approa» 
ching victory. The one was, that the King according to his cu- 
ſtomary piety , hauing appointed ſome men of purpoſe to offer 
vp his vowes at the feete of S. Martin, they entring into the 
Church to performe their deuotions , heard by good chaunce 
the Quire of Choriſters, who ſung out alowd this verſicle of the 
ſeauenteenth Pſalme ; Pracinxiſli me Domine yirtute ad bellum: ſup- 
plantaſti inſurgentes in me ſubtu me... Lord thou haſt engirted me with 
force, and valour for the warre: Thou hait call ynder me all thoſe, who 
were ray ſed againſt me: which being related to the King, he heere · 
upon conceyued good ſucceſſe, and as ſetting forward on his 
way heentred into Poiftios, there was ſeene to iſſue out of the 
Church of S. Hilary of Poidiers a great brand of fire, like vnto 
that flaming piller , which heeretofore led the choſen people 
through ſo many dreadfull wilderneffes; in ſuch ſort that it ſee+ 
med, this great S. Hilary, who had heeretofore been a light both 
for the Eaſt, and Welt againſt Heretikes, enlightned ſtill on the 
top of the place, where he had been reuerenced a burning Pha- 

ros, to illumi nate the conqueſts of a Prince, who haſtned to do 
that with the keene ſword, which he had formerly acted with 
the ſharpe dint of the tongue. In the end comming mw the 

rincke 
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brincke ofa riuer that was {woine vp where he knew not how 
to find a Foord , which much ſtopped the courſe of his enter- 
prize ; Behold a Hind rouzed wu the noyſe of the army, 
rooke che river in fight of the French, in a place where it was 
paſſable , and ſhewed them the way, who ptoſperouſly fol- 
lowed. 

The King encouraged by ſo many prodigyes,encountreth 
with Alaricu, and gaue him battaile —_— Fortune 
holding the victory in ballance about ſix, or ſeauen howers, vn- 
till the French animated by the good example of their Kin 
renewed their forces with lowd outcryes, and brake with all 
violence through the files of the Gothes. Clodoveus who had a 
flame of a generous vigour, burning y in his hart, 
much deſited to meet with King Alaricw; and as he perceiued 
himinthe mideſt of the Conflict, heſerforward to encounter 
him. The other already contemned by his one Gothes, for 
hauing heeretofore refuſed the Combat, and who ſaw his army 


in diforder , became valiant in hi ve, and put on a reſolu- 
tion, to vanquith his or to Walkaway theſtaynes - 
of his di r with his bloud. He withdrew khimſelfe rom 


the mayne of his Caualry, and marcheth on towards Clodenews. 
The Soldiers ſtood ſtill on both parts at this great duell ofrwo 
Kings. They came to handy ſtroakes in the head of twoarmies, 
and one another ſtoutiy, being a very —— blous 
dily be nt ro barrefl ; but in the end Alariau ſeit the thunder | 
which, ing from the victorious hand of his aduerſary , 
threw him downe halfe-dead inthe liſt of Combat. Clone 
quickly alighted fro his horſe, to rid him of life : & being about 
to mend ſome defeR in hi C uiraſſe he was reacheroutly afaul- 
red by two Gothes: but he, aſter hauing di his aduerſa- 
ry, defended himſelte from both theſe, and mounted vp againe 
on his horſe, home he made to curuet in a martiall manner, 
demeaning himſelfe ſo brauely in all, that he ſeemed to be (as ir 
were) a flaſhot lightning ſent fromthe hand of God, rather ths 
a man. a a ih d /idbiit F 
T his defeat ruined the hopes of the Gothes , and cut of all 
the deſignes of hereſy, which ſubſiſted nor, but by their fauour. 
From thence Clodevews marched all couered ouer with lawrels 
Asa 3 = into 
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into the Countryes of his Conqueſts, with ſo much good ſuc- 
ceſſe; that being before the Citty of Ange, mne, which made 
ſhe w of reſiſtance, the wals mitaculouſly tell downe , as did 
heererotore thoſe of lericho, he hauing by the aduice of 4pronius 
his Chaplayne , cauſed ſome holy reliques to be, lifted yp, 
whereunto he dedicated a ſingular deuorion . 

What need we heere make mention of the aduentures , 
which he had with the zings Chararic , & Raguacbair us, home 
he defeated as it were without blowes? T his man went cuery 
where as confident as he, who ſeemed to haue a Guard of ce- 
leſtiall vertues by his fide; his hands were fatall ro purge the 
earth from many infidel Princes, that infected it with Hereſy, 
tyrannyes , and — Who can but wonder , that in ſo 
ſhort a ty me he extended his Empire from Rheins to Seine, from 
the riuer of a Loyre to Roſus, and trom the Fyrenei to the Ocean F 
who can but admire, that he was ſo feared by all the Monarchs 
ot his age , as the Grecians, who haue written after that tyme 
vnder the title of King, intended for the more excellency, to 
ſpeake only of the King of Frace? Who will not highly eſteeme 
his great Authority, in that he firſt of all ſtampt golden coyne, 
which the Emperours had alwayes reſerued to themſelues 
through extreme ĩealouſy, cauſing the markes of his Faith to be 

ampretied on this money? And who can ſufficiently meruayle, 
that hauing at his death left ſoure Sonnes to ſucceed him, he 
hath beſides beene followed by ſeauen and fifry Kings , who 
conſtantly rendring themſelues imitators of his beliefe , haue 

likewiſe ſhared with him in his felicity ? 
| demaund of you, if one muſt not become blind, deafe , 
dumbe, nos to fee, vnderſtand, nor declare, that all the happi- 
nes and proſperity of France is inſepatably tyed to the piety 
of our Anceſtors, ſince the had af God thundring and lightning 
at the ſame time v pon ſo great a number of diademes of hereti- 
call Kingyas of Gembant, Gondamar, ic Godegifilus , Alaricns, 
and in the end on Theodorich, bimſelf , led Cladoxew by the hand 
through ſo many ſmoaking ruynes, ſo many ſwords, and ſuch 
Aames to eſtabliſi him with all his poſterity in a Throne, whe- 
reunto the great S. Remigius hath promiſed an eternity of yeares 
ſo long. as i hould remayne cy mentea withthe ſame on. & 
| a 3 religion 
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religion which firſt ot all conſecrated the Lillyes to the Seruice 
ofthe divine Maieſty © | Ot 1 

T he holy Clo::lda,amogſ al theſe Conqueſts of her hu»bi@ 
lifted her innocent hands vp to Heauen, to apply the forces of 
the Sauiour of the world to his royall banners. In the end ha- 
uing drawne him to Paris, after ſo many bloudy warres, and 


ſweetned the extrauagancyes of his Nature alittle too violent, ,, x} 
propending to exceſſes of eruelty, the cauſed him to caſt in his He. 
repoſe Deuotion, & luſtice, in ſuch ſort, that having cloſed vp De; oſtis 
his eyes in the exerciſes of piety , ſhe enterred him with a molt mage: Re- 
honorable reputation. There is yet to be found an old Calen- Chan- 
dar of the Church of S. Genozefue , which maketh mention of 2. Us 
the day of his death, on the ſeauen and rwentith of November, Flex. 


Set, 20. The life of Clotilda, in her widow-hood: 
Her afflichions , & Glorious death. 


LOTILDA vehemently defiredto bring forth 
male Children for the eſtablihment of ro, "rr 
aud though this affection ſeemedto be moſt iuſt, 
| notwithſtanding God who purgeth all the elect 
in the fornace of afflictions, found a rough pur- 
5 tory for this good ſoule, in the enioy ing her deſi res. She had 
onnes as ſhe wiſhed, whome ſhe endeauoured withall her 
wer to breed in the feare of God, whilſt the might bow thẽt 
ttheſe Children, who taſted too much of the Warrlike hu- 
nours of the Father, and had not enough of the piety ofthe mo- 
ther ; being arriued to an age, wherein it was not poſſible any 
longer to reſtrayne them, they fell into many tertible exrraua- 
ances, which tranſhxed the hart of the mother with a thouſad 
words of ſorrow . $414 
It hapened that Sigiſmend the Couſen- German of Cletilds, 
for whome the had procured the Kingdom of Burgundy, atter 
the death of his wife by whame he had a ſonne named Sigeric, 
ſuffered hiemſelfe to be ſurprized with the loue of a Lady way- 
ting in Court, Who me he afterward married to the great hart- 
burning of the Sonne, who could not endure to ſee her — 
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thed with the ſpoyles of his mother. 
This Stepdame being drawne from ſeruitude, and wan- 
tones, ti entes into the bed of a King, beholding her ſelf croſſed 
in her loues by this Heire of the houſe, oonce yued ſo much gall 
and rage againſt him, that ſhe prepared a moſt fatall calumny 
tor his ruine , accuſing him to haue · a plot ypon the life of his 
Father. Sigiſmend who was of an eaſy Nature ſtirred vp with 
louc and ambition, quickly belieued this ſhameles Creature: 
and after he had called this poore yong man to dinner, vnder 
colour of affectiõ, he commaunded him in his ſleepe to be ſtran- 
gled by the hands of his Seruants. Butthe miſerable man deli- 
uered out of the gulph of his paſſion, and ſeing himſelfe defiled 
with an act ſo black, and wicked, publikly confeſſed his Sinne, 
and for it performed a moſt auſtere pennance: but God who or- 
dinarily blotteth out the time, not for . paines, and 
ſatisfactions due to his iuſtice; n ol Scepter, & life, 
by the hands of his allyes, ray ſing vp a ſhatpe reuenge, to giue 
to ſuch like, an eternall horror of his iniquity. 
The Children of Ciadeucm, Who had already ſhared the 
_ their Father, were not yet ſatisfied , but defired 
to aduaunce the limits of their diuiſion, as farre as the point of 
their lance might extend. Behold the cauſe why Clodomer , 
who was the eldeſt of the legitimate, ſeeing the Kingdome of 
Burgendy in this danger, entreth thereinto with great forces, & 
found little refiſtance ; gigi being tormerly convinced by 
his Crime. Hauing poſſeiſe himſelſe of the places moſt impor: 
tant, he tooke the miſerable King, and led him away priſonet 
to Orleans, to diſpoſe of him according to his pleaſure. But Gedi+ 
mer the brother of Sigiſmend, who had retiredto the mouncainei 
while the French made all this notable hauock, returned with 
a great ov — & hauing ſlaine the French garriſons made him» 
ſelfe Maiſter of the Kingdome . Cledomer vnderſtanding this 
defeat became ſo furious, that he cauſed the head of his priſo- 
ner to be cut off, with his wife and Children by his ſeeond ma- 
nage, commaunding „ extremity of crueſty to throw 
the body into a ditch ; which as executed. Not content with 
this he re · entreth into Burgundy boyling with choller with in- 
tention toreconer all to his obedience : but he found = 
9 zulted 
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affaulred by the Bargendians in a battell, who flew him; and 
knowing him by his long haire; they cut ot his head. and fixed 
it on the point ot a Lance, to ſerue for a ſad {pectacle to the 
French. 

This accident afflicted the hart of the Mother, who beway- 
led her ſonne with inconſolable teares, as well becauſe he was 
the firſt , whome ſhe had bred , with all tender affeRion, as 
for that the ſeing him dead in the purſuit of fo many bloudy 
actes, was full ot anxiety in the matter of ſaluation of is ſoule. 
— te Queene fottiſied her ſelſe, a mu ch as ſne might 2+ 

the violences of ſorow, and armed her ſelle againſt other 
— which the foreſa might grow from the euill diſpo- 
ſitions of her Children. 

Clodomer left three Sonnes very yong, home the holy 
woman bred vp in her houſe, & neere her perſon, into w home 
the moſt excellent Maximes of all wiſedome, and piety were 
diſtilled . Theſe, little Children very well bred, and gently 
— — by the very good precepts of their Grand mother; zpro- 

ed ſomething excellent in time to come and ferued as a 'moſt 
ſweer — to — —— turtle, to ſwWeeten the acerbi . 
tyes ſhe had conceyued vpon the death of their Father: when 
— horrible frenzy crept into the ſoules of Childebert, and 
Clotharius her two ſons , which is read in all our Hiſtories , the 
browes whereofdo bluſh to leaue a blemiſh of execration on 
the wicked exhorbirancy of ambition. 

— much fitter for the great men of the earth to haue 

Vultures, & ſharpe Raſots in their entrailes, then to 
— uch a pafſiogwhich being only puffed vp wich a ſmoke 
violateth all it hath therein of right, or humanity: , to fatten it 
felfe with bloud, and neuot (as it were) __ n 
the flames of the damned —-- 

Childebent , and Clothariuts, S onnes of the 2 & 
the holy Clailds, deſpoyling themſelues of 
neſſe and humagizp,conteyued a mortal er ag 
little Nephevves imagining their mother wou eee 
vpromheir preivgice;ant lo not taking Countetl of ought; but 
their owne brut ich paſlion; they reſolued to be rid of the. The 
—— Were perpervallywn vnder the wing of yy 

Gran 
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Grandmother Clotilda, who could neuer ſuffer them out of her 
fight ; ſuch feare had the ot ill habits, which are cafily made to 
ſlide into the harts of Children by the corruption ot euil Com- 

any. Theſe infamous Vncles beſought their mother to let their 
ficcle Nephewes come to viſit them , to haue thereby ſome 
harmles recreation , promiſing to reſtore them againe ſpeedily 
into her hands. Ihe holy woman, who could not imagine this 
execrable malice, which was hatched in the haris of theſe vn- 
naturall Sonnes, conſented theſe little ones ſhould goe, fearing 
leaſt the deniall ſhe might make, would turther exaſpetate the 
ſuſpition of the Suppliants. Vet did the eve then quake {or feare, 
& bidding them fate well, kiſled them with redoubled embrace- 
ments, raptures, and affections, not being able to conteyne her 
paſſion, nor the preſage of her vnhappines. T he little innocenrs 
went to the {laughter with a {miling Countenance,as Children 
who haue walkes of recreation, and play in their heads. 

When they had them in their full power, they diſpatched 
a meſſẽ ger to their mother, to beare vnto her moſt vawelcome 
newes. For he was commaunded to ſhew her a poynard, and 
Cyzars, requiring her, ſhe would make choice, which ot theſe 
the ſhould iudge firreſt for her Grand- Children, eyther to paſſe 
them by the dint ot ſword, ot forcibly to ſhaue them, and make 
them Monkes . 

Clotilds extremely aſtoniſhed at this impudence, anſwered, 
as well dead, as monkes: which ſome very inconſidetatly haue 
interpreted; thinking this anſwere proceeded from an ambition 
ſhe had, that her grand children might raigne: but the admira- 
ble Princefle would ſay, that we ought not ro apply any to the 
ſeruice of God , but voluntaryes, and that ſhe had rather ſee her 
Children well dead, then to behold them in a religious proſeſ- 
fion by conſtraint, and force. This wretched — er made 
to the humour ot his Maiſters, inſteed of ſweetning he matter 
made a very harſhrelation of his meſſage , which precipitated 
the cuill already begining to fall into extremity . 

.: _ Clotharim poſſe ſſed with a Diabolicali Spirit, tooke Thi- 
bault the eldeſt of theſe Children, and ſtriking him downe to 
the ground thruſt his (word quite through his body. The little 
Gencharw , who was the ſecond , beſptinkled wich the _ 
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ol his brother W home he {aw diſtended on the panement, grai- 
ped the knees of his vncle Childebert with lamentable out cry- 
es, ſaying: O vacle ſaue my lite, wherein haue I offended you? 
He ſo quaked in all ihe parts ot his body, and ſo trans fixed him 
wich his lighes, that the other, though he bad purpoſed this 
miſcheife , was ſeyzed with much compaſſion, and prayed his 
brother to paſſe no turther. But Clothar1w enraged and more ra- 
uenons then a Tiger of Armenia: What( faith he)you haue beene 
ot the Councell, and yet now Hinder me in the execution? [ 


will runne you both through with my ſword . Childebert ama- 
zed threw the poore victime trom his knees, and deliuered him 


to the executioner, who in that very place cut his throate. 

As they were vpon cheſe Conteltations , the third Sonne 
of Cledomer, named Clodoaldws, was taken away by a tried of the 
Father, and ſecretly bred vp in Ecclefialticall condition whe- 
rein he artiued to ſo perfect a — that forſaking the ſhadow 
of Diademes, and Scepters, which deceyueth the credulity of 
the moſt paſſionate by its illuſions, he hath mericed Aultars on 
earth & a Crowne ot glory in H eauen. For this is that S. Clow, 
which we reuerence neete vnto Paris. 

What imagination is ſufficiently powerfull to figure toirs 
ſelfe, the ardent dolours which ſeyzed on the ſpitit of poore 
Clotilda when ſhe heard all that paſſed by the practiſe of het vn · 
naturall Sonnes ? What might E ſoule thinke ſo free, and pu- 
rified from the Contagions of the earth, which apprehended 
the ſhadow of the leaſts Sinnes , when ſhe beheld her houſe 

Iluted with ſo horrible Sacriledges? Vet ſtill ſhe guided the 
elme of reaſon in ſo tempeſtuous a ſtorme of paſlions, and in ſo 
dead a * of miſery , ſhe adoreda ray of the Prouidence of 
God, which ſhe conſidered in the depth of her ſortowes: ſhe 
her ſelfe no whit affrighted, tooke vp the mangled bodyes of 
theſe innocent Creatures, and gathered together the ſcatteted 
members, as well as ſhe could, ſaying : ( Peore Children) 1 be- 
waile not your death, although it cannot be too much bemoa- 
ned. You are dead like little 4bels, like little Innocents, forſa- 
king the earth profaned with the Crimes of your vncles, to haſtẽ 
to poſſeſſe a place in Heauen ;you haue out-runne me, to liue 


heercafter in the boſome of your Grand · father. But I ſorrow. 
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for theſe Cm, and theſe Herod: , who ſo treacheroufly haue 

murthered you, and who Mheteſocuer they are, | aſluremy 

| „ ſelfe do cary pincers , and executioners in their hartes. They 
'. * ought at leaſt to beare reſpect to the Aſhes ol their Father, I hey 
ought to haue compallion of the tenderneſſe ot your body es; 

They ought ſome w hat to regard my age, and the care | haue 

„ had to breed them, ſince the death of the King; and had they 

concluded vpon this Maſſacre when they tooke you from my 

? houſe,they ſhould haue executed you in my armes:1 at the leaſt 

„ had cloſed yp your dying eyes with my fingers, | had wi- 

d away the bloud from your faces, I had encouraged you to 

* geath, I had rece yued 7 aſt fights in my boſome. Alas, my 

2” pretty creatures little did i thinke the kiſſes I gaue you at your 

33 departure were to be the laſt I ſhould afford in your life. Pure, 

& innocent ſoules departed fro theſe bodyes in an age, wherein 
”? you were ignorant of ſinnes, which neuer approached your 

77 Loowledges, much leſſe defiled your bodyes! Behold fro thoſe 

pallaces of ſtarres, and light, your afflicted mother, whome 

God hath (as yet) left on earth to giue buriall to your bodyes, 

Speaking this ſhe cauſed them to be carried away, that ſhe 

might beſtow them in rhe Tombe of their grand Father, where 

being her ſelfe perſonally artiued, nature euicted a huge ride 

of teares, from her Conſtancy , and cauſed her to ſay : My moſt 

, honoured Lord & husband, who ſo cordially loved me in this 

life, will you not open vnto me your ſacred Tombe to enter- 

| 2 teine me neete you? Behold heere — — children, which 
' „ I bring vnto you, little bloſſomos cut of in the tenderneſſe of 
their age by the hands of their Vncles your Children, & mine. 
Moſt deere Hus band, I account you thrice happy to haue beene 

| 55 tranſported into the other world before you ſaw theſe lamen- 
table tragedyes . Were there nought , but their reſpect rowards 

77 you ja to haue reſtrayncd them. But my ſinnes alone 

ꝛ haue deſerued this deſolate old age, to which God hath reſer- 

zz ved me to make tryall of the moſt ſẽſible dolouts, which might 
1 euet fall into my imagination. I will endure them as long as it 
1 5? ſhall pleaſe the diuine prouidece, who wil draw this ſatisfactiõ 
„ frommy Sinnes, & 1 with ſorrow wil-waſt my body, that hath 
almolt nothing leſt but the barke, to place it in ſhort time with 
yours- The 
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The holy woman day ly powred her ſelſe out in teares 
neare to this Sepulcher,remayning there day and night, as it ſhe 
had beene ſome ſhado of the dead; but in the end to divert her 
ſelfe trom this imagination , which was too full of amliction, & 
that ſhe might the more freely enioy God, ſhe reſolugd holy 
to leaue the Court, & to paſſe the reſt of het dayes in the Citty 
of Tours, neare tothe Sepulcher of S. Martins. 

There it was, Where the beganne to leade a life wholy 
Celeſtiall, and as one Who ſeemed to haue nothing to do with 
the bodyes, and conuerſation of the liuing . , 

It is true, that great proſperityes do noteakly corrupt 
ſoules, which haue taken a good temper in the feare of God; 
yet notwithſtanding they wound, & in ſome fort change the . 
A little Bee ſometymes goeth ſo long ypon her honey, that by 
the force of her walking there, (he entangleth her wings. 80 a 
ſoule, yea one of thoſe, which ate the moſt deuout, being con- 
tinually ſoothed by along ſequele of good ſucceſſes of the af- 
faires of the world, ſome {mall flight out of it lelte, and 
ſecketh recreation in a — and delicate ayre, which affor- 
dethĩt e obiects of delight: but ſo ſoone as aduerſi 
hath giuen his blow. it reentreth into it ſelfe git foldeth it ſel 
within it ſelſe ; it taſteth ir ſelſe; it knoweth it ſelſe 3 it findeth 
God in the bottome ofits hart afflicted, and perplexed with the 
reuolutions of the world ; it rayſeth it ſelſe abone the wayes of 
of the Moone, & the trackes of the Sunne to that goodly tiple 
of Eternity, where ſpirits liuedeſpoyled from theſe maſſes of 

— bones, which we dragge along with vs in this mor- 

e . E 

This is the way, which the wiſe Clotilla tooke ſo ſoone 
as ſhe was alienated from the Court, and diſintangled from af- 
faires, which ſhe neuer had vſed but for obligation of Conſci- 
ence; the entered into a ſweet retirement, where it ſeemed vnto 
her, that Nature had not diſplayed the mountaynes, and yal- 
leys, the forreſts and rivers, buttomake her a Thener of the 
workes of God. She reliſhed this retreate, as Manna from Pa- 
radice , and taſted this deepfilence with incredible delight, af- 
ter ſo many confuſed Clamours of the embroylments of Court. 
It ſeemed vnto her 8 ſpake to God face ag. 
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that the ſaw all the pride of the carth much lower, then her 
feete, 

Het ſoule was whitened with her teares , was purified in 
her defires,and vapoured out all into God (as it were) through 
the limbeck of her ardent Charity. 

The holy Lady, who had heeretofore loued to behold 
her ſelfe ſhine in the Maieſty of ſumptuous attyre, to render her 
ſelfe the more acceptable to ber husband, more illuſtrious in 
the eyes of her people, was clothed ſo modeſtly, that her niſtory 
telleth , ſhe was ſcene to be couered with courſe Cloth. She 
who heeretofore was altogether ſparkling with precious ſtones 
appeared now in the liuerĩe of penance . She who had endea- 
uoured temperatly to entertaine a mortall beauty for the con- 
rentment ot her deare husband, was wholy waſted with mor- 
rifications of the fleſh. She who after ſo many victoties of one 
of the moſt valiantell hus bands, that euer was, had beene led 
along triumphant in the Charriot of glory, conuerſed now 
with widdowes and Orphanes, going (as it were) perpetually 
on foote,were it not that the weakeneſſe of her body diſpenied 
with her therein, by the Counſell of thoſe , who vndertooke 
the care of her health . 

She, who had ſeene all the ſeruices of a great Monarchy 
at her feete , was then continually proſtrate at the feete of the 
poore; v home ſhe ſerued as the liuing Images of God. She who 
had taken ſome care to mannage the renene wes as the finewes 
ot State, deſpoiled her ſelſe (as it were) from things moſt ne- 
ceſſary for lite, to ſuccour the neceſſityes of the people. S he who 
had delighted to build goodly pallaces, hadnot any affectiõ, but 
for Monaſteries, and Churches which ſhe cauſed to be erected 
every where, with ſo much liberality , as her meanes would 

permit. This divine woman was as the Moone in Eclipſe , 
which appeareth holy darke on the fide towards the earth, 
bur faileth notto be moſt radiant on that part wherewirh the 
looketh towards H eauen. So thoſe who beheld this Princeſſo 
with carnall eyes in ſuch a State, ſaid ſhe was eclipſed : but 
.God, whoin this retiremena darted on her, rayes of glory, 
through the cloud of the body, cauſed her to ſee with eyes of 
Angels, as a ſoule wholy inueſted with the Sunne of luſtice. 
As 
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As ſhe was in the ſwestnes of this repoſe, newes came vnto 
her very haſtely, that ſhe muſt returne ro Court to apeaſe the 
diſcord berweene her Children, who were ready to encoun- 
ter one, another; and to embroyle the kingdome in the deſ- 
perate deſolations of Ciuill warte. The good woman did not 
as thoſe , who hold retirement from the vanityes of the world 
as a puniſhment, neuer are with themſelues, vnles negeſſity 
make them take the way, which they cannot elect by reaſon. 
So ſoone as ſhe ynderſtood theſe importunityes , which called 
her back to the affaires ofthe world; the haſtened to proltrate 
her ſelfe at the ſepulches of S. Martin, ſhedding forth bitter tea- 
res, and ſaying: My G, you know my hart, and that it is neither 
for feare of paine, nor want of Courage, that I retyred from 
the Court of my Children; but that ſeing their deportments, &, 
affaires in ſuch a Condition, that I could not thinke my ſelfe 
any wayes able to profit them by my Counſels, I made choice 55 
of the meanes which 1 — 5 moſt likely to helpe them , „ 
which are prayers. And behold me heere now humbled at the 
Tombe of one of your great Seruants, to begge of you by his 2? 
merits and aſhes to 2 the differences of theſe vnſortunate , 
Children, & to behold with the eye of your accuſtomed mer- 
cies this poore people, and —— you ?? 
haue condgned,& giuen ſomany pledges of your faithful loue. „ 
My God, if you thinke my preſence may ſerue to ſweeten the 
ſharpneſle of theſe ſpirits, I will neither haue Conſideration of 
my age z nor health; but ſhall ſacriſiee my ſelſe in this voyage 2 
forthe publique: but if I may be of no other vſe , but to ſtand 2» 
as an Vnprofitable burthen, as I with much reaſon perſuade my 
ſelfe; I conture you for your one goodnes ſake to receiue my 
humble prayers, and accommodate their affaires; and euer to zz 
preſerue vnto me the hononr, which I haue to ſerue you in 
this retirement. * 
A moſt miraculous thing: it is obſerued that at the ſame time · 
when the holy woman prayed at the Tombe, the Armes of the 
Brothers now ready to encounter to powre forth a deluge of 
bloud , ſuddenly ſtopped : & theſe two Kings not knowing by 
whar ſpirit they were moued, mutually ſent to each other an 
BM c of peace, which was concluded in the place, toths 
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admiration,and contentment of the whole world . This much 
confirmed Clatilda in her holy reſolution, wherein ſhe liued to 
great decrepitenes of age. 
And in the end, hauing had reuelation of the day of ber 
death ſhe ſent for her two ſonnes, Childebert , and Clothariws , 
wherof this who was the molt harſh, was in ſome ſort become 
hũble, hauing vndergone certaine penances 3 ppointed him by 
Pope Agepetws , to expiate many exorbitances, which he had 
committed; for ſuch is the malt common opinion. T beſe two 
Kings being come, the mother ſpake to them in theſe tearmes. 
» : 2 
u (as it were) reſolued to paſſe out of the world without 
”» ſeing you. not for the hatred of your perſons , which cannot fal 
zz into a ſoule ſuch as mine: but for the horror of your depottmẽta 
that cannot be iuſtified, but by repentance. God knowes, I ha · 
uing beheld you ſo many times to abãdon the reſpect you owe: 
„ to my age, and the authority which Nature gaue me ouer your 
breeding, neuer haue endeauoured to put ol the hart of a mo- 
ther towards you, which I yet reteyne vpon the brinke of my 
»» Tombe. I begged you of God before your birth with deſires 
„ Which the feemed vnto mercaſonable, but which (perhaps) 
were toa vehement; and it euer mother were paſlionate in 
*3 loue of her Children. I moſt ſenſbly telt thoſe ſtings, yeilding 
„ my ſoule 25 a prey to all cares, — to trauels to breed, 
and bring you vp with paines , which are not ſo ordinary With 
27 Queene: Marhers . | THIEF "1 
js l expeted from your Nature fome correſpondence to my 
charxable affections , ben you ſhould arriue to the age of diſ- 
?? cretion.. l imagined after tha death of your Father, my moſt ho- 
2» noured Lord, that-my age, which begaane to decline ſhould 
.; find ſome comfort in your piety. But you haue done, that, 
Which l will paſſe vnder ſilenge; For it feemerh vnto me yout 
ſpirits haue as much horrour of it, as mine, which yer'bleederh 
„ Atit, not db | know when time will ſtaunch the bloud of a 
ound ſo hideous. | f 


J 


Out Alas, my Children you perfiwadediyour felyesirwas 
„ 3 god matter tu vapeople the world, to enlarge your power; 
and violate Nature, to eſlablich your thrones w irh the hloud of 
your allyes ; whichis aniofbexecrablefronzy. For R 9 
_— . thun 
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this houre hetein | go to render an account of myne actions 35 
before the liuing God, chat | ſhould rather W ih to haue brought | 
you into the world to be the vaſſalls ot Peaſantu, then to ſer tba 
Scepter in your hands, if. it ſerued ypu to no other vſe, but to 2» 
authorize your Crimes;Blind as you are, who behould not that „ 
the diamonds of a Royall Crowne, ſweat with-horrour vpon 
a head poiſoned with ambition. | hs 
When you ſhall arriue to that period whereia 1 am now, ,, 
what will it help you to haue worne purple, it hauing dei led 
it with your ordutes, you muſt make an exchange with a ha- ”» 
bit of flames, which thall no more weare out, then Eternity? 53 
Returne my Children to the faire way you haue forfaken: , 
E might haue ſeene by what pathes the prouidence of God, ? 
ed the gon: Father to the throne ot bis Monarchy : you 35 
haue alſo obſeruedahe diſaſters of Kings our neere Allyes, tor , 
that they wandered from true piety . That little ſhaddow , 
which you yet tetayne ot holy Religion, hath ſuſpended. the 2? 
—— yn 4 — — 5 Ww 1 —— 55 
aue let fall v 1 cwill 
you will provoke his juſtice — — — * 
all, be vnited with a band of conſtant peace: for by dividing »» 
your hart. you diſunite your kingdomes : and defiring to buil 
vp your fortunes by your diſſentions, you will make deſolate ?? 
your houſes, Da juſtice to your poore people,who lived vonder >» 
the raigne of your Father with ſo much rranquility, and which 
your dimifions haus now couered all oyer with acerbityes. Is it 
not time to farger , what is paſt, and to beginne to liue then, 2? 
when you mult beginne to dye? My Children, I giue you then, 
nn pray you to remember my poore ſoule, and to 
emy bady in the-$epulchex ot the King your Facher , az 1?” 
haus ener dete. -o mnt bangs od on 25 
de Saint ſpeaking this, ſaw thatthefſe Children, who had 
before been ſo obdurate were wholy diſſalued into teares, and 
kneeling bout her bea kiſſeil her hands, hauing their ſpeach 
ſo interrupted withſphbs, rhey could not anſwere one worcl. 
Tygeupon hogrewebe curtaꝝ ge over all wurloly aſſayres to 
be-onlnencaray wed wich Gd. — imr 
ernaledgthe pronoun cao che profe/hno of che Catbai 
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tairh, wherein ſhe dyed. I hen required the Saeramentt of the 
Euchariſt , and Extreme Vnction. which were adminiſtred vn- 
to her, and by her reteiued with infinite devotion. From thence 
forward ſhe tor ſometime ; only liued on extafies of her ſoule , 
turning that little breath, which remayned on her lipps to the 
ayſes of God: and in che endrendred vp her happy Ghoſtꝭ th 
Fhicg day of lune on the firſt houre of che night, pronouncing in 
the inſtant oſ deattitheſe words: 4d te Domine lowani animanr me- 
am: Deu mens in te config non ernbeſeam. 

The Hiſtory tellech, that the Chamber where ſhe dyed at 
he inſtant. when hor ſoule departed out of her body appeared 
very lightfome ; and that her ſacred members yielded forth a 
molt ſWeet ſauour, which ſeſt to all rhe aſſiſtents 2 great ei- 

| mation of her Sanctity Her body was enterred, as ſhe deſirod at 

the feete of 8. — was ſo humble, that ſhe accoun- 
— molt happy, to ſubmit her diademe to the aſhes of 
a Her memory hath deen ſo honourable, 
Ir out all France, that ſhe is yet reverenced Inder the 
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name 92 K Clarhe, whith the — n he 
O woman, truly worthy to * Crowne offtarra! gold; 
filuer, and — and ee too baſe for you. If Rtarues ould 


| beeroaed le to your deſert; Diamonds; Emeralds, and 
_ Fopalt's Vhich haue been emp on the pourtraits' of rhe 


Qs nes oi Bpypt-nontdveefrov maden, dene 

. your ptayſes. Nint. (517 
| Oh Qoetnes,” Ohh Princeſſes; Lady; e Gemle⸗ 
i women w y do not you . your Houſes, that, which 


_ — — gamer Wt — ha un 
—— 2 v Kin 

— as un innoet — pioneer Orphan — 
= deſpight, whoentred into a Court Nile of Idolanhes; w hiots 
ſeemed'then a forvelt of ran , yerknew ſo well how 
ro — — ſpeits of tie beg. as to con- 
uert a King warkks; — dm conuet ing him 
to change the while fate «thy en : Ct 
„ Althea, — — of Religion, ——— 
nes/vnder Goc we owWerothis helyQueene. O Pronce;Prancey 
N Su ᷣ eh ache bound co her memory, te her 
name, 


The Lady. IL 
game, to her vertue, and how much oughteſt thou to preſerue 
the precious treaſure ot Faith y which the hath ſo happily: xe» 
commended vnto thee by her cxamplc!, | 

1 fpeakce not at all uow of the particuler fauoura thou haſt 
receiued ſrom H eauen: i ſay nothing ot thy Flower-de- Luces, 
of thy holy Violl,of iby Standard, ot thy cure of the Kings Euill, 
and:orher ſuch like. I only mention, that, which thou mayeſt 


boalt before the face of all Nations, nor euet ſhalt thou looe the Grey. ey. 
glory which S. Gregory the Great, an incomparable man, Who 6. li. 34 


ſtouriſhed aboue athouſand.yeares fince,gaue thee in his books, 
when he called thee, the La of the whole world, and ſaith 
thy Monarches, as much ſurpaſſed all other ſoueraigue Princes, 
as Kings tranſcend the poop 
I-pronounce,that, which thou mayſt publiſtras a priuiledge 


que eff 


very exct aordinary, that Conflaniine rhe great made hercrotore Bars, rom, 
adecree which was atterward engrauen vpon the Aulſtar of S. 10. amwo 


Se phis in the prime Church of Conſtantinople 5 by which he ex- ( 


ely forbad all his poſterity , to mal any alliances os mari- 25%: ©=* 
— 9 ——.— x Except — 


Fre nch Nation: as if this Religious Monarch, had ſoreſeene that 
they were the Kingsof France, ho ſhould ſecond him in the 
z cale he bare tot ho ſupportof the Church. See, and conſi der the 
fauours God hath done thee heerein. Behold thy neighbours, 
behold the powers, and ſoueraigntyes of the earth behold the 
Eapirrs , and Kingdomes: where i it chat one alone may be 
faund from the memory of men, which hath receiued Carholithe 
Religion with more fauour, which hath defended it with more 
courages which hath preſerned it with mor6conftancy 2 He- 
hold the Roman Empire, and thou ſhalt ſer preſemly aſter Com- 

hu Sonn to be Heretickes, & his Son ia aH A- 
polſtata. Behold Italy, and thou ſhake ſes it ſheltered vuder the 
prut ecdiou of chy Kings. Brhold Spam, & thou ſhalt ſect o- 
uetruune With Gothes, Vandalls, & Sarazens, and che Sceptet 
in the hands of Arrian Kings. Behold Exgland, & thou ſhalt fee, 
that it did not fenioully receive the faith, tiul-fix hundred yeares, 
were fully expired after thepubtication of ther Ghofpell Poland 
accounteth, but ſix hundrediand t]ꝗ & fitry yeares Hude ws 
Chain. M i huadred,.,aadawso & rwetivg hou (0 
{3 Cccc 2 France) 


France) alone art it to whome leſus Chriſt being in the agony 
of his dolorous paſlion , when he recommended his Mother to 
S. Ie hn, and his ſoule to his Father, deſigned, and miraculouſly 
deputed a Paſtour, ro wit the glorious S. Deus, who eccyued 
the tirit rayes of the knowledge God in this Ecliple , which 
happened at the death of our Sauiour, to diffuſe his diuine lights 
afterward with his bloud, ypon the mountaynes, where thy 
Virgins do (as yet) lead a life wholy Angelicall. 

O France, whercfore haſt thou enlightned all the parts of 
the world with thy Conquelts ? Wherefore thy Kings hauing 
communicated themielues with ſo much ſweetneſſe, & facility 
haue they augmented their Maicſty by tamiliarity, with the 
people, which vſualiy diſſolueth ic? Why haue they appearcd,. 
as Amathiſts /which thine ſo much the more, as they are often 
worne ? why haſt thou been a Seminary of ail great Spirits? 
Why haſt thou in all times held predominance in learning, & 
ſciences , like vnto the Aultar of the Sun, from whence light is 
borrowed to illuminare all other Lampes? Why doſt thou aſto- 
niſh all hiſtories with the continuance of thy Monarchy, to 
which there is none to be found comparable in the worlds Why 
hath God ſo many times enriched thee by thy loſſes, ennobled 
thee by thy diſaſters, rayſed thee by thy ruines, & precipicies; 

———Fectg, cadendo , 
Ne caderes * | 
[+ it not for having preſerued this precious ie well Clatilds, 
this faith, this Religion, which ſhe hath configned to thy Kings, 
& to thy people / Oh blind, if thou knoweſt it not! Oh inſen- 
ſible, if thou neglecteſt it ! Oh infortunate, if thou looſeſt ir ! 
Go yet, & ſee the aſhes of this good Princeſſe, which are in thy 
capitall Citty, aſhes worthy to be kiſſed of Queenes, honoured 
by Kings, & reuetenced by all people. 

So long as there ſhalbe Sacrifices, & Aultars, Angells and 
Men, the name of holy Clotilda ſhal liue, & ſpread it ſelte with a 
ſweet odour through all the Prouinces of Chriſtendome;& my 
pen, which taketh iis flight much further then my defigne inten. 
ded , ſhalbe the meſſenger of her Greatnes, with ſo much the 
more fidelity, as it hath confidence in her protection. 

I will alſo io Crowne this worke, re preſent vato youa La, 
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dy, iſtued of het bloud, a grandchuld of one of her Sonnes who 
hath doſ e in Spaine, that, which this in France; conuerting hex 
husband to the faith , & by conſequence gayned the Nation. 


Sect. 21. INDEGONDIS, Ifued 
from the Bloud , and Houſe of Clotilda, rranſpor- 
terb the Catholicke Fauth into Spayne., - 


EB OV T theyearc five hundred, foureſcore, and 
58. 25 three, Lexigildw an Arria Prince raigned in Spaine , 
aud ſecing the houſe of France held Superemi- 
FIR F nency amongh all the Kingdomes ot the world ,; 
er heſpughtihe Alliance thereof; and obte y ned tor 
wife to his eldeſt Sonne, called Hermiagildus, the daughter of 
Sigebert , grandcluld of Coda; named m Hiſtory Indegondw... - 
She was one of the moſt accompliſhed Princelics of that 
age, in whome beauty, grace, and vettue made togeather an ad- 
mirable harmony, to puschaſe hex thetharts of all thæ world, 
Euery one . — that · ihia bright day · breae w hichi 
beganne to enlighten France wich its went at her ti 
into a Country where the Sunne ſetteth, & that ſo many ſin- 
gular petſectiòs were ſeparated from that kingdome which had 
juen them birth. The good virgin, who had no other obiect, 
t the obedience ſhe ought to render ynto thoſe, to whome 
Nature had ſubiected her, wer wel plegſedʒ beſides being ſome» 
thing ſatisfied with the title of a Queene , which ſhe might one 
day with good reaſon expect. But little knew the the Combat, 
and diſticultyes that waited on her in the ſame place, where the 
hoped to gather nothing elſe , but flower. 
dons on .: — can euet > a miſchiefe like 
vnto hereſy : which wholy peruerting affaires, inſtant! 
haſtened to drench allthe — 4 of this innocent fouls 
in a deluge of teares, Alas, a million of rortures wel derſerue to 
be employed ypon the criminal Spirits of thoſe who were the 
firſt authors of this Monſter, For it hath troubled in all ages the 
Srates of Princes, ruined ſo much generous Nobility, & ſowed 
diuiſion among the moſt ſecled Amityes, | 
Ccec 3 The 
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he Wiſe of that time much apprehended the ſending of this 
young into Spaine ro mary her to an Herericall Prince, 
to place her ina Court vyholy intected with H creſy, where no 
other obiects ſhould be preſented vnto her z but ertor and vice. 
Rehoald (ſaid they) a veſſell wel rigged, woll fur niſhed. 
well guilded,which hath ſayles of lmnen, cordage ft purple, & 
oares of filuer;but they go about to ex poſe it to a rough tempeſt. 
Behold an excellent meadow alt enameiled wich the matt de- 
licious beautyes of Nature; but they endeauour to oppoſe it to 
ctuell nocthern blaſts. Behold a Criſtall well pohiſhed. ſmooth, 
and delicate; but they ſeeke to: hanard it to the ſtroakes of the 
hammer. Behold a Statue allrefplendernas with gold, and pre- 
eious ſtones; but they trample it vnder ſoote. Maat will 2 Child 
be able 2 doe, amougſt ſo mach —— An 55 ſo tender 2 
mongſt ſo heades grewne hoary in ſinne ̃ A great ſim- 
— i — ſnares? A mayd which hat no recom- 
ion, Challey, and Obedience, amongſt ſo many 
wicked Commaunds? Do, wethinke that a Fathet-in-taw, a 
husband. mother · in · lawzwill aue n power ouer her ſipitix ? 
That pleaſures will norallure her H hat the dñnity of a Ring- 
will not mooueiſem Tha rhe huſtre of will not 
hex eyes, and force preuaile vpon fer? Htharſhould be 
giuen hat, which the de ſerueth ir wereifit co affgard her all, bur 
the power tocuyno hes fel ſe 147 oog ali nc MI: | l 8 
Ochen aid very temporsily, eat we xf not belle ir, tar 


i akingdome: look Religion was" 
ob hioud ſo illuſtrious,” What lr rede iued n n dae te 

rather dye ,/then dilhetrour her birth, T har ſhe would 
endute alt the! tormenti of 


Martyrs rather, chen betray her 
faith. And that if needes the ut mal SH Tacke cant 
fottunes thatthe tafd ptanche the woukt anbiace öpfd be a, 
gpnd coalciencetcharth bal bellt by a fe counfelt, 
that wanid nauos forfake her? tit there were ds yet in Spaine- 
very many Carholicks; hee tear che wolf wipe away, & 
ſWeetenthei acerbitiey : (Thar Her my 1 young Prince * 
Wan nog lo abdurare; burthat ſherflight Nee fle da. i joins. 
him c fte Catlunlit h fairly & Woh are HH H/ rel 
when they once haue games the hurt of man: bm teen "3 
, $2? 4 {be 
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ſhe muſt reflect on the example of her rand mother, who had 
convened her husband withall his Court; and if then cold and 
timezous conſiderations had been vſed vpon this marriage, 
France might ſtill haue been Pagan. Il the mother ouercame an 
Idolater, the daughter may well preuayle on an Arrian. 

Vet they. which ſpake thus, iudged not that the conuet ſion 
of Heretiques is much more difficult, chen chat of 4s AY 2s 
wel for the intollerable pride which ordinarily pofledeth their 
ſpirits, as for a certeyne malediction, which ſeemeth to be tyed 
to thoſe, who voluntarily withdraw themſelues from the light, 
and ſhake of the yoake of lawtull powers. 

Yet — conliderations of State tranſported 
ber, and Iadegondis would take hex Fortune; promiſing ber ſelfe, 
fo much aſliſtance of God, chat not only ſbe ſhould itand firme 
in the piety of her Aunceſtors; but that if it were pollible , the 
would ſaue her husband: — he was neither 
—— — ified with the attractiues of 

exe. ü | 


Mayd was waited on, inte Spahn by a 


enta thaſe Goddeſſes, whiche 
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cording to the moſt adustagſdus Idas of their ſpirits. Hermin« 
gild her husband beholding her ſo accompliſhed, eaſily feit rhe 
aunces, ſhot from her eyes, were rayes from her, but atrowes 
or his hart; from hence he could receiue nought , but honou- 
rable woundes. Neuer any man bound himſelte to a creature of 
the world with a loue ſo forcible, ſo honeſt, & ſo innocent, as 
didyhis Prince to chis admirable Virgin. From the firſt arrivallz 
and firſt glaunce of the eye, he felt his ſoule tranſported with x 
{weet violence, & it ſeemed vnto him this ſtranger came to ne- 
otiate with him a Loue, much difterent from that of fleſh, and 
loud. | 
* * {tits 2 Poſition, which hath been ſufficiently argued by 
ancient Sages , touching the encounter of amities, which are to 
diyerſely applyed to obiety; ſomerimes by ordinary wayes, as 
by amanifeſt reflection of beauty and goodneſſe: ſometimes alſo 
by — altogeather extraordinary, in ſuch ſort that it is v 
hard to diuine from whente the knor groweth , which walk 
two perſons, who neuer haue ſcene one another, ſo ſuddainly, 
that it is done ſn an inſtant q and ſo inſeparably, that it laſteth 
een to the Tombe. Some haue ſaid i proceederh from ſecret 
Influencey of the fate ſtarres , which predominate at their 
birthes; a matrer,'which they verily haue muchadoe to make 
poo Others haue tit is aworkeof Fortune, and that 
outs were nene et like Cardes, to marry ſomtimeꝭ a 
ject ko Grome / Others haue refered it to complex ions of 
ine body, atid to ceſemblabes whith vfeth to be the mother of 
Atfectiom a rem Mart myo Others to the qualities of hu- 
mours, Which is dayly (ufficiently:fourd.- IT 
Bur beſides this; there pſrer as inthe A- 
damm, ho? te thr Rerneg which icagily ttrikerh 
(bbw and fpetkerh ir i Gu beleigiligein che botrome of 
0 F — — ſhould thinke thaton this love which Heyw 


mi ud ba Wy, there ſhout be fome very particular 
paſſage oft ndence of God} NO was plraſed conſtactly 
o bind $i lehne inten 


intended to male vſe ot ſot hi 
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ect. 224 The Per ſecutious of Indegondis. 


2 EVER Nuptialls were more full of Content, 
* nor Amityes more faithfull, nor beginning more 
D peoſpetous, then were thele : But there is euex 

ig human things ſome miſchiefe, which ſticketh 
oa the molt ſmiling telicities, and neuer giueth 
wine, but witha mixture of dreggs. 

I know not what kind of phaptaſy poſſeſſed this wicked 
ſtep-mother Go intha, but ſhe became iealous of the Chaſt con- 
rentments of het Sonne · in-law, altogearher (as it were) beſor- 
ted of this admirable Princefle, w home he could not endure out 
of his ſight, She obſerued their Conuerſation , their diſcourles, 
their pleaſures, and euer put her ſelfe athwart their defignes , 
bacomung as troubleſome, as if ſhe had been one of thoſe maligne 
ſpirits which vic to obſeſſe men. ER | 

Indegendi , although ſhe paſſionately loued her husband, 
durſt not refuſe the flattering entertajnment of this Step- mo- 
ther, nor ſhew that ſhe diſtaſted the company ot her Sexe, to 
ſeeke after a man: but the Prince extremely repined heereat, & 
could not diſſemble the jealouſy of his Step- mother, ſaying, ſhe 
ought to be ane wi the credit hy had in affaires, not to 

ry ſo narrowly. into his marriage, and by her importynityes 
— 9 from him his deereſt ꝗpouſe. The 25 let bim ynderfand 
this frequent conuerſatĩon, and amity the ſhewed vnto her, ten- 
ded to no other end, but to conuert her to her religion, thereby 
to render her the more obſequious to his will. And yerily the 
well witneſſed this deſigne was deeply engrayen in, her hart; 
For ſhe neither ſpated endeauour, not ſubule practiſe eto ſeduce 
this innocent Princeſſe, firſt waging Warte againſt her in the 
ſhape of a Dragon, afterward ofa Lion. 

She declared ynto her with much cunning, that God might 
as wel be ſerved in one religion, as in another: That we ought 
to accommodate our ſelues to places ; Where Fortune hath 
rancked ys ; Thax It, was the fiſt policy,of a Kingdom to en- 


tertayne the will, and inclinations of the King: That ſhe was 


$60 Thelady. : 
not come into Spayne to giue Law, but example of obedience 
That her hu band neuet cod faithfullyiduc her, whileft ſhe 
entertayned any other ſenſe, other Iawes, & other Sacramẽts, 
then humſelte: That neuer could ſhe be a Qeene of people it ſhe 
tooke not ypon her the faith of the people , ouer whome ſhe 
was to commauhtd : That it was a folty to feare the reproaches 
of France, where the wifeſt would euer thinke ſhe had done 
diſcreetly to ſubmit to the times: T har if the ſame ſaultes are 
pardonable in thoſe, who in erring authorize themſelues with 
a multitude of great complices, no man could argue her juſtly of 
a verity , Which the hadembraced witha whole K ingdome. 

The wicked woman ceaſed not to afflict the innocent eares 
of this young Piinceſſe, with ſach like words ; but ſhe who had 
not heetein a pliant, and yielding a N ynto her, that 
if ſhe petſiſted to maintayne theſe diſcourſes, ſhe would enforce 
her to forſake her company, and that it was not needſull to vſe 
fo many fubrilties;for fooner ſhould her hart be torve our of het 
belly, then her religion from her ſoule. In ſaying this ſhe went 
dut of her chamber, ſhe ing vnto her an eye fweethy diſcon- 
tented with a foule well reſoſued: with which the other offen- 
ded, diſſernbled notwithſtanding her anger, ſo much ſhe feared 
to diſturbe her; but quickly afterward endeauouring to make 
this breach yp againe , ſhe tendred her a thouſand proceſtations 
of affe ion, 10 5 not to tyre her out With flatfer les, Whet- 


at the poore Indegandy was much perplexed, and could'hor an 
longer handle the matter, ſo, as not to expteſſe her diſdaine'. 
Notwithſtanding Goizinths , who Joſt not hope to ſedute 
ker, attempted once againeto get her to be baptized after the 
Arrian een thouſand reaſons ; whereunto the 
Princeff& anſwered You vitely: That he Was (chankei be 10 
88 00 Chriſtned in the name of the Father, the Sonne, and 
the Hoy Sho, aridtharifthe witer of the baptiſme of the Ar; 
rians had been caſt on her head; although ſhe ſoued her have, as 
well as any Woman of her ſort, zhe would cut it off, and teare 
away the zkiphe, which had been defiled with ſuch an execra- 
tion. oo . | 
The Step-mother hearing theſe words shifted away, and 
faidaltioamingwith Geller he fince she Would 56 bap- 
tized 


tized after the Art ian mãner, ſhe would prepare another kind of 
Baptiſme for her, which should wash her tom the head to the 
foote: And thereupou enraged she put her ſelſe ypon that pra- 
ctiſe W holy barburous. W luch is related by S. Gregory the gi eat, 
and many others, to wit; that after she had dregged this poore 
Princeſſe by the haire, and tormented her euen to the efuGon 
af ſome bloud, she cauſed her to be taken by two, or three of hex 
Waiting women, commaunding them to ſtrip her ſtarke naked) 
then to bind her with cords by the armes, and in this poſtuse, 
plunge her in a poole, in a very cold ſeaſon oi the yeare. 8 
Ic was a pittifull ſpectache to behold the daughter ofa 
King thus cruelly intreated in the ſame place, where ſhe en- 
tred wich ſo many triumphes . The impious Gir ina ſtood v- 
pon the brinck ot the poole , as ſhe, who bare {way in this tor. 
ture, and commaunded her wicked ſetuants to drench her in 
the watet, not all at once, but by little and litile, that ſhe might 
endure the longer Martyrdome . At euety me ment the milch. 
nous Queene cryed out: Say you are an Atrian, & you are ſafe. 
The holy mayd, who had not ſo much apprehenſion of death, 
as ot her nakednes, anſwered alvud:-1 an A \Catboliquty 4 Ca 
thalique I Will dye: Take away my lite in this Gontellion , nei. 
ther fixe , nor water ſhall euet haue ſo much force von me, as 
to make me vnſay it. She was along time in this to ment with 
a Conſtancy, which amazed this bloudy Soule, that ſo tortu- 
red her. lu the and ſhe agayns tcooke her garments, going out 
of the water, a from an Amphitheater ot het glorious battaile: 
2 ' fol 1.004 hy 20 196 0 „deb zd: „ 
Set. 23. The Retreute of Hermingildus, an 
his Conuerſion. 


#455, ERMINGIL DD VS, who kaew nothing of 
hat had paſſed, beholding her ſome w hat pale, 
ad weakened with ſuch-hatth vlage,; asked hes 

7 ii the felt any paine of or aiſliction of mind, 

u hich ſet a colour ypon her, diffetent trom the 

ordinary ; but che wiſe F tinceſſe replyed it was nothing., and 

hers as pot gught {Þ import, 4s to be'werthy, to 

; Dddd 2 enterteyne 


enterteyne his knowledge. WARES 
* H vhoks well — that ſhe by her diſcretion difſcbled! 
ſome great affrõt, enquired very curioully of thoſe, who might! 
informe him, and ſome what to ſoone diſcouered the cruel} diſ- 
grace, which his mother-in-law Goizanths had put vpo his wife. 
This tranſfixed him with a dolour ſo ſenſible, and ſo enkindled 
him with fire , and choller in his hart, that if the feare of God, 
and the-{weernes of his wite had not ſerued him tor. a-counter-/ 
poine to his paſli6, he had torne this wicked Queene in pieces. 
But the good Indegondis proſtrating her ſelf at his ſe ete, beſought 
him by all, that, which was mott noble in him, not to preci- 
pitate the matter into ſuch extremityes, and preuailed ſo well 
with her Naturall eloquence, that he was cõtented to remoue 
reſently from che Coutts and retite to cad, which his Father: 
— — Liuely hood , . no bits nh; 
5 Then was the time, when thoſe chaſt loues, which had 
beene croſſed by the diſturbances ot Gαiunthu. al obſtacles being 
furmounced , enlarged themſelues as a River , which hauing 
broken his bancks poweterh it ſelfe with a victoriout current in 
the widencfie ob his Channeil . Heri could not ſatisfy. 
himſeiſe to behold ſo many vezrecvan ſo great a beauty: rhe 
modeſty vy hich the had fled in this laſt diſgrace, gaue him 
apprehenſions of her piety aboue all that may be ſaid. 
Thoſe, ho ſeeke nothing in marriage but ſenſual plea- 
ſure , which4s more thinne then ſmoake, and much lighter the 
the wind, cãnot imagine how much theſe 7 amityes, which 
are the daughters of vertues, nouriſh holy delights . Theſe are 
cele(tiall fiets,whidb are quer in the boſome of God gas in their 
Sphere; It is he, who begetteth the , and breedeth them, the 
being not conſtrayned to deſcend vpon earth to beg a caity 
nouriſhment fro periſhable Creatures, which proaulc ſo many 
wondety; and produce mought ; but Wind)! 
Thee two great Soutes beheld one anothet᷑ with the eyes 
of the Doue, and were mutually enflamed with affe ctions ſo 
honeſt, and innocent, that Angels would not be aſhamed to 


enterteine the like fiers , fince they are thoſe of Chariry, which 

is the cternall fornace of alt ſoules the moſt purified. 70 

.  Indegordwperceiuerhyy that ſhe had already greit power, in 
2 s UU 
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the affection ol her husband, and that there Was no more any 
Step mother to diſſolue her deſignes, ſollicited him ſerioully ſor 
tis Conuerſi on, and ſaid. | 1721 . 

{' .,$yr, 1 mult couteſſe vnto — that the honour I haue recei „ 
ued from your alliance ſeemeth not to me accompliſhed, whilſt 
I behold berweene vs a wall of diuiſion, which feparateth vs ?? 
in beliefe , & Sacraments. Since our amityes are come to that 55 
point, as to enioy all in Common, and that they yauec things 0 
woſt different. why ſhould we divide God, who is moſt ſimple 
of Nature? Why ſhould e make rwo Religions, and two Aul- 35 
rats, ſince we now liue in ſuch manner, that we haue but one ,, 
table z» One hart, and one bed? 

411. (ys )ifl aw the leaſt ray of truth in the Sect you ?? 
profefie, and ſome hope of faluation, i would ſubmir thereunto . 
the more to oblige me to your perſons; which I loue aboue at 
things in the world . Bur it is moſt yndoubred), that you are il 
— oha you purſue a Fantaſy inſteed ofa verity, and that v 
dying io this State, you looſe a ſoule ſo noble, which | would 
— with enpence of my bloud . I boaſt not to be learned. 
ax you. Arrians, Nh haue ſo — — ot Scrip- 55 
ture that you make tho ignorant balieue God is all ttiat, Which, 
to your ſelues you imagine | 

(Syr) I for my part thinkethe, chiefe wiſedome in matter 
of Religion is not to be fo wiſe, As you are „ and to haue a 5 
little more ſubmiſſion of ſpirit; for Fach is the inheritance of 
the humble, and neuer doth the day of God ſhine in/a foule , ?? 
which hath too much light of man . You well ſee this Hereſy 5 
of the Atrians is a reuolted band, which hath forſaken the hi 
way, to wander croſſe the fieldes: you are not ignorant, that 
this Arrius was a wicked Prieſt, vvho taiſed an hereſy for deſ- »2 
ight, that he wasnot made Biſhop; and was veiected, and ſo- „ 
emnely condemned in a Councel ot three hundred, and e igh- 
teene wo . Theſe men were wiſe enough for you, and me; 55 
I fix my ſelſe ypon their reſolutions, I follow the generality of * 
2 , Ladhere to the body ofthe tree, and you tye your 
ues to a rotten branch. I haue no argument more ſtrong, the ?? 
a6 ſucceſſion of law full Paſtora, chen che C ity of the v. „ 


2, wiſe- 


dome 


dome, ſanity , and purity , Which I ſee reſplendent on our 
” de * 0 6 - + 9 1 a 
35 N Beſides I come from a Countrey where we haue ſeene all 
the Artiau Kings out neighbours roiid about, to haue had moſt 
* vnhappy ends: whe in the meane time my great Grand- Father 
King Clodoucus for hauing fincerely imbraced Catholique Re- 
ligion , receiued ſo many ble ſſingꝭ from Heaven , that he ſeo- 
med to haue good hap, and victories vader his pay. nog 
9” I am not the Daughter of a Prophet, nor do | vaũt to haue 
the ſpirit of Prophecy 3 but I date well foretell the kingdome 
of Spaine ſhall not be of long continuance , vnles it vomit our 
27 this peſtilence of Arrianiſme, which lyes about the hart of it [ 
„ would to God that withexpence of my life I might eſtabliſh 
my religion, then ſhould I accaunt my ſelfe the moſt comen< 
ted Queeneof the World. 29:0M 1 
Hermingildut knew not what to anſwere to the ſtrength of 
truth and loueʒ to the moſt powerfull things in the World; 
only he ſaid it was a buſineſſe, which well deſerued to be pon- 
dered , and that theſe changes in perſonsof his quality ave ſub- 


ic& to much cenſuce.; if they haue nut on fot Cautiõ. 
The — — 
handled the matter ſo by her induſtry, that he conferred with 
S. Leander, who was a ſtrong pillerofthe —— faĩth in 
Spaine. The ſage Prolate fo well the ſpitit of ihi⸗ 
Prince, that with aſſiſtanes vi God. and tha good oftices'vf In- 
die gandu, wha moued he auen and earth for tit Converſion, he 
dtew him ſtom ttor. This huaue Gourags ſo done 58 he H 
the ray of truth, needs would he acknowledge, and freely cõ- 
feſſe ir, taking the Chriſme of Catholiques with pompe, and ſo- 
lemnity, euen to the giuing a largeſſe of golden coynes, which 
| he purpoſely cauſec to be allimle too ſuddaimy, ma- 
king his owne image to be an thereon, with a te; 
which (aid , Hertticum hemmen denies a that i240 ſay we theſt a- 
uoyd an-Heretique; alludiog to his Father E exigil{us , 
Diſputation, which concerneth the eftare of Prineer is 2 
ticklich piece hate the moi part of thoſe who ſpealee of it; 
vſe the own. imeeroſdfor Heat, and their path en for Comm. 
tary Silence, & poaci whickare the tw nadivſſens ofa Dο 


b Conſcience 
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Conſcience, are of much more Worth, then all the queſtions - 
which enkindle diuifions. 4 thinke the beſt doctrine is that +, 
which beit knoweth how to ca ment vp concord, among Mi- 
ters , Diademes, and Crowes ; enterteyne the obedience of 
people towards theu Soueraignes, & ii there be verities, which 
ate the daughters of the Abiſſe, and ſilence (as thole Auncieuts 


"que , 
It is not vice, but the times which diuideth Saints, and 
euery onethinketh an affaire probable, which he bath taken 
vponthe byas of his owne vnderſtanding. S. Leavder appro- 
ned the ſeparation of Harmingid in S paine . S. Gregory of Lo- 
wert blamed it in France . 4 enter not into all the cantideratios 
of them boch, but I thinke this Prince tooke way es too yiolet 
in his beginnings, leuying armes againſt his Father , which 
were not according to the counſell of his Wie ; and t will 
haue no other Author but himſclfe , Gnce he condemned his 
owne deſigne, ſo ſoone , as he beganne40 become Holy, 


Sea. 24. The Recprocall "Letters of the Father 

And the Sonne, upon their Separation. 
ren , , , _ a 
7 55 ERMINGILDY.S extremly incenſed at the 
Aron, which he rect iued, in the perſon moſt 

A deere ynto him in the world, and who wanted 
ore Nobily round about him that enkindled 
the ſite of Choller, þuſ forth in the beginning 
withwyiolence.. The Father an old ſuſpicious man, ſelt bim- 
feife much di ſpleaſed with this ahe tation, and the Step-· mo- 
ther ceaſed not to throw flames through ber throate and cry 
arme 2s loud as ſhe could, to tranſport aſſaires inſtantly voto 
the vtmoſt point of Seuerity . 

Lewgildw notwithſtandiag, before he would pro- 
ered to extremities , ſought to do- ſomething by letters, 
Which are found couched in the hiſtory : wherem, this Prince 
flattereth his ſonne with fayre words to ſurptias him. B ehold 
Reer the copy of them | (Sonnc) 


. The Lady. 
(Sonne) | would williogly — vnto you in preſence} 
which i cannot ſufficiently expretle in my letters. If you haue 
as much confidence in me, as { yet haue loue towards you; F 
verily thinke were you with me, and alienated from the cuill 
Councels of thoſe, who abuſe the —— your excellent Na- 
ture I might do much vpon your ſpirit, both az a Father, and-as 
a King; at the leaſt if you feare my ſcepter, you would loue my 
Charity, which ſtill openeth its armes to your obedience. 4 
haue bred you vp from your tender infancy to make you heire 
of my Crowne, and fince you arrived to tull age, I haue con- 
ferred ſo many beneſitts on you, that they haue ſurmounted 
your hopes, and (as it were) drayned my liberalities. 1 haue pur 
2 Scepter into your hand, to ſerue your Father with the more 
Authority, and not to deliuer it ouer to mine enemy. 4 haue 
cauſed you to be ſtiled a King, to become a ſupport to my 
Crowne, and not — ouer —— | — giuen you 
all; to repoſe my old age, vpon the hope of your , and not 
— —-— — 
beyond cuſtome, beyond your age, and aboue your merit, you 
pay me with impiety. and ingratitude. Expect yet a little, and 
the law of Nature will give you, that, which you ſeeke by 
birion. Alleage not Religion ynto me to iuſtify your armes, It 
hath been à ctime in yotr, to rake a Religion contraty to my 
commaunds; and an impi ag Religion to ſeparate your 
ſelfe from my obedience; I counſell you as afriend, and com- 
maund you as +Father to reridet your ſelſe, as ſoone as ly 
you may at my Court, and fer yourſelfe inthe way of duty; o- 
'therwifel teare you — mercy, when there wilbe no 
other Kingdome foundfor you, but that of Juſtice. 

Hemi deliberated ypon' the anſwere he vas to 
make to theſe letter but hi Couneell too feruent shewed him, 


that it was now'no time to retite hacke that he had to du wNith 


tian impetious, & turbulent; a mother-in-law irreconcilia ble, 
who had no other ayme but to ruyne him: and that if he toołe 
not armes to defend his 6wne lite he would be chaſed away 
dike x beaſt, & ſhould notfmndſaferyeucn in deſerts, Behv)Urive 
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aſſoatded me pavience. mough, to your , 
wards, and whech/is maze, rel0/1 00 alfo novo be haben with. 
the ſeuerity of your menaces. I haue euer fr „th 
I am tyed vnto you with immortall obligations, and am besides 50 


{rhe to acknowledge them, auen io day laſt brearh, were „ 


it not that ſome now endeauour with you, to render all m - 
rye raw!t , and my thoughts ctimina \" Cot Maieſty d 
quickly ſee me by your 412. it ſhe who will not 5 
your feete, but in the quality of a delinquent, had not 
pated your hart, and cares, to ſtop yp the one to Chancy , the ” 


at 


other to ** 1 gi 

What a urance can in a place, Wespe 
for whome Hive hath been hawe, and 
Cate Met Te wow gb bens 2 


v T. e As the,,, 


of 
2 . 5 e where 3» 


Td ey Dn 1 cannot live with mate au- „ 
r more condemne me jor it, 
know, that * requirecth obedience 
og pos limits of Nature, when he exacteth — Cen ” 
ſcience: S yr. I beſeech you to adde to ſo 


affoargled me, the liberty of an honeſt r , leaſt — armes ? 
may Iz ſhamefull tor the Conquerour „ miſerable. to the 1» 
Ya uiſhed 

1 eee more exaſperated vpon theſe letters, and the 
* mother ceaſed not to tub the ſore as mech as ſhe 
might. All defignes tended to warre : the Father ypon the ene 
fide makerh great leuies of (raed the Sonne forttfieth Sradl, 
and Cyrion, & draweth to {ome forces of 
om edt) onotirable 0 ge to the Eaperourof C 
viunple, W fich war at that tj me Tiberiws, to intresse great ſus- 
couts, "Ka bf Hoſtility were practiaed both by the one, and 
otfier part, & in the end Hermuwngildas is beljeged 10 Sexill, where 
lie mache his abbad the ſpace ofrwo, or three yeases afrer his do- 
partufe ftamthe Court, King Z, ewhbwa nid For, 
endeatrwurerh chien to ehtertayne kcks wah much 
teeetnes ro Guen e ba of his Sonne; and gay 

ec 


* 
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- nech by force of monty many mexcenaryes; who welf difco- - 
uered they had no otber faith, but that which «Heir fortune 
 would:gine:themi:> e 506th t a4 ee 3044 10 . e! 


Sect. 25. The Treaty of Peace betweent Leuigil- 
„ dus, and his Sonne, by the mediation. of Inde - 


gondis 
nt warte was yet like to continue very long, 
had it not been that the Princeſſe weary to behold 
meſe calamities, that tooke beginning from an af- 
. front, Which the had endeavoured to diſſemble 
wih fo much prudence,” beſought her husband 
with great teudetneſſe of teares to reconcile himſclte to his Fa- 
ther:he touched at that inſtant with a quite other ſpirit, then he 
had hicherto felt. proſtrated himlelte before the Aultar , & pro- 
. . teſted before God, that he abandoned all the juſtice of his cauſe, 
for the only confiderations of piery; and would rather dye, then 
* proſecure thoſe difſentions any further to the preiudice of Cha- 
.. rity. He went out wholly chaunged vpon this prayer, & com- 
ming to his wife ſaid vnto her: Madame, behold me reſolued to 
ſecke our the — — Father, ſince you ſo deſite it. But I muſt 
nee des tell you, that having torgotren my ſelte in this zeſoluti- 
on, I cannot neglect you. The vnworthy vſage, which you 
hauereceiued at Court, requireth you returne not thithet, but 
in triumph. Neuer will F admit that you vndergoe hazard b 
— to the mercy of a woman , which perhapps hat 
none either for you , or me. You know the affaytes of France, 
are at this time in ſo great confuſion, that you cannot hope there. 
for any retrait to affwage your griefes. We haue heere à Prince, 
the Emperour Tiber. whio is our ally, in whoſe protection [ 
aduiſc you to put your ſelfe; to paſſe into Africa and from thence 
to Conſt antmople, if it happen that I be otherwiſe entreated, then 
your —— | 
At theſe words the poore Indegondi felt herſelſe ſeized with 
a great trembling, and wept bitter ly not being able to anſwete 
one word. The Prince ſeing that be wal gone too ſarre in af- 
flicting 
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ſticting her hart ſo faĩthfull ſweetned his diſcourſe , and {ayd; 
Sweet hart, why do you trouble your ſelie ac my Ceperdugf 1 
hope the affayres willrunne in a way ſo proſperous, that in two 
or three dayes, we ſhall ſee one another at Court; but that 
which I haue ſpoken is ſaid, taking all accidents at the worſt, to 
prouide the better tor your ſaſety. 
They had duting their abogd heere a lictle Sonne which 
yet — 4 the breſt: the Father taking it in his, atmes, ſaid; 
Madame, behold a molt precious pledge ot our marriage, which. 
I rectommend-ynto you; Lec God diſpoſe of it, as ſhall beſt pleaſe 
him, but you mult breed it vp as a King, The mother vpon the 
beholding of the infant, redoubled her ſighes, and the poore 
Hermingud s not leus wing what would Wi felt himſelfe 
furprized with a heaily ; and ſtupid dalour , Which made him 
breake-of his diſcouilet yet hotwithſtanding he fayled not to 
treate with the Emperoum Lieutenant, to put all that, which 
was moſt deere vnto him into ſauegard. Bur when the fatall 
day of ſeparation came, theſe two harts, which were ſo vnited 
felt ſo violent Conuulſions of grietes as it they then had fate 
ſeene the eucnts, Which afterward ſucceeded ; — V Hate- 
well dould be their lat. 
I at her parting, cryed out: ys wharſoeyer — — 
looſe not the treaſure of your faith. My good Miſtreſſe xep ved 
the Prince; aſſure your ſolle you haue gayned a diſciple, who 
ſhall neuer diſbonour you ;-be, you mersy;;b will, expe you as | 
Court. |. ona ze, Haun NY moe 
Alas, whatis our liſe. and the affairs of man / T hat, whic 
is paſt is nothing, the preſent a phantaſy, aud the ab Ay 
byſle, where euen thole, ho ſtand on the brincke, ſee not any 
thing. | hed +9159 | TITTY 
. (1, Theſe: rwo great Soules,, who it ſeemed were warthy to 
diye an agero manure their faithtullloucs, and hold Empires, 
25 all anheticapces of their mevjti, go about to be diui- 
ded for euer with a ſepatation, which would be iudged hide- 
oui, and pirrifull, were it not that ſhe hath brought forth a King- 
dome to Religion. Some tine, aſter that Indegondis Was — . 
Leude — his Sonne diſpoled himſelſe to ſ 


* 


compoſition, conce yue much ioy chereat t for he teared Jeat 
REI Eece 2 he 
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he might be enforced co giue battalle, wherein he had (per- 
happsy found What a man may do, thruſt into defpaite. - 80 
ſoone ab he (aw ſome ouertute ot peace, he difparched his ſonne 
Recaredia WH¹H¹O was in the army with him, to gayne his cider 
brother, well knowing they were both ot humoyrs very cunſo- 
nant. 51 
When the younger entred into Hernangildus campe, & that 
he faw him, he ſtopped ſuddenly, and cr yedoury Oh my. Ho- 
ther before Limbrace ; I'debre to know ; wherther I come. an 
friend, ot an enemy. Bur the good brother without making him 
any other anſwete , fer forward. and moſt lovingly” imbraced 
him in the ſight of the whote army. T he other t1ghing , Ah 
Brother (fairh/he) moſt deere Brother, Abet have thy. Cote 
fells of thoſe rrantported yorrwybe defire the raine of ogr houſe? 
Brhvid your Felte ere enufroned with armics ; and Legions, 
and behotd'on the ottier part my Father, who be Segorh 'you 


with all his army. = ——— 
make betweene yo ,n wall of ry body to binder your c 
es? Ah, haw un wee paint to gin 
. I EET 
hea vn it this \before/ rhe ſorting; it 
Gatte ed e With Men 


with theftaynes of our bloud! Bro- 


rhe, ft 
cherh-omt do 


alour ? I beſeech you both by the religion you haue im- 
Traces, and vie bound cominen toys both, ſtay yourarmes,or if 
you perfiſt in your purpoſe, kill merarher ar your frete, & 1ake 
me zz Vie to dec rhe 'ermies. Behold che King, 
who loning! bd, owl , and whoreckenerh yp the mo- 
ments of — Rage ; I bring you the word ef full aſſurance 
vpon my life honour, You mu me initzamy, if you will 
befiene me, for you canhot ꝓrocr ainate, nerxeiasd this ait. 
oil tide acken —— nee, 111 1 ih | 

＋ 15 


: 
- 
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Theſe words were powertull 15 to tran 
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tranſport a man , 


Yr ba Fu robot, Ry ning of 


— & himſelfe , went zo the Curt. Lear fly eth Sith the 
e of his Com- 


being arived, be bare the newes of the 2238 
ofthe 


r) 4nd. wy: dhers Father, behold, beere your poare 
——— 2 
Tha who — 4p Clemency to che ruine 


deſire he had to enforme his Father of the ſucce 
miſfion , & 
bia Brecher ; repre waz infipitly 


followed quickly.after» & fee h 


his Father 


loud haue chaſed me trom your, G Ro 2nd ge) 
been abi ſeparate, 
— (ax oven 


Prince zeplycd, ſhe 


|  Goizamthefayled net te m_ it, andioſhew to her 
rm pep ont all 2 8 the 
miad of Herwingildas , diſcharged himſcife from 
all diſtruſt, and 2 ſend ij ay fox are degondy to come 
to the Court. A friend notwi1 whiſpered him ĩu the 


care, that it was — — 
mother too Courteous. 


eee 


2 
— 12 whese 2 5 e your 


elcome (moſt deere 
wits ? The 


fo much, that 
he mult euer feare a ſtill ſea, an ald Manamorokus, and a Step- 


Seck. 26 


pen. “ 
your „ 


lace; but not,, 


Lhavslived hherto 


ah. 
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Seck. *6HERMINGILD'Y'S 
wialely berrayed., 


HIS (peach was bur too ue; for the pernici- 


ous Goizinths' forſeitig, if Hermingiltiu were once 
againe fully — 1 Father, 
— —— Was —.— bability, he would. 

fayle tore ueinge enter; for the af- 


front 1 Vife; and Cee nerwith diligence preuẽ- 
ted, he m might diſcouer her fleights , & diſturbe all her Alen p 
She ther called a fatall Colinceh ; wherein ſhe refolued to 
ouerthre xy chis — — e vnto her infamons 


ma Gr po Les the ſubornerh nee — ler 


ters to be and framerh agrofle Catumny making her 
husband Federſtand; that n of his Sonne, was 
bars matter of di t arrive at the cope of his 


tentiohs;rhar — — & that 


1 fo rit'ix become fo arrogant he eannot endure him a a CS 
Wo paniba {6 Eine; that hathl vndoubtech that alithe Rom, 


deft colic him —.— — — — 
With the Emperour c ſtantinople, het exprefie lette ri 
might be ptoduted: and to bew that thi is a buſineſſe alre: 


conclude he,hark d his Wife a cunning, and tur 

ſpirit to to — tinople, — 
to bring with her alt e forces of the Empite to fal yp6 Spainez 
that there Was no other re but withall ſpeed to prevent 
his his defighy and to make him fe e the power of deſpiſed Cle- 


| me Ine fs ake ſo erben eub, ahd- bend, and her 
1 iſedto forg emany ſafþirions, 
and repreſent athouſand — in ae, which fecmed to 
confirms this Cõſpiracy, that in the end I enigildus entred into 
4 frenzy more — then had poſſeſſod him before; & hauing 
declared his Sonne guilty of treaſon, he cauſed him to be ſud- 
denly taken, and ſhut vp in a ſtrait priſon. It was a pittifull 
ching 


—— 


— — — — 


— — 


thing to behold this Prince, a Spizit Qly innocent, ſeized on 


in the iddeſt of al the pleaſing trjumphes of the Count,which | 


they:had prepared to honour his arriuall, who was betrayed e 
uen at that time, ben he-J5aſt thought theteon , and treated 
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* 


—_ 
* 


with ſo much cruelty, A matter very hatutall to Hereſy, Where 
after they had clothed. him with ſackelↄth , he was To, loadep , 
with Chaines that be became cxooked , nor being able ac all io © 


liſt vp his head.. 40% % boo og oi 1 22 
He then well koew bis bower was come, ſo that renoũ : 
cing al the pleaſures of this life, he beganne to prepare himſelf 


couragjouſly , for death. The King accompanied with ſome. © 


iGonets, whome he had giuen in charge to draw bis + 
proceſſy, waykd peedes ſee him, and beholding him, ſuffered _ 
imſ: 


elfe inſtantly to be tranſported with great diſturbances 6f 


— calling him Vngratefull A Parxicide, and a wicked : 
Wret „* 4 „ 7 
The Prince mildly anſwered: (Syt) could I divine I hould 


know what | had done, and whetetore I am accuſedʒ but ſince 


Thaue no ſuch ſpirit i will dye jndilence . The Father replyed 
yo him, & that 


his ill Conſcience ſu thereof 
he know but too much hat deſignes he had v State 
& the life of his Father; that he would haue him ſpeake freely, 
and that if he could iuſtify himſelfe in theſe points, he would 
gladly heare him. 


; Hermingildu at that time made the Apology,, which I haue 


elſe where expreſſed in latin, approaching as neere as I might 
to his ow ne intentions, and phraſe, and am heere ready to ren- 


der it in our language, that I may not fruſtrate my reader of ĩt. 
(Syr , faid the Prince) the prooſe of my inocency is as 7 75 
5 


as the defence thereof is difficult. I tepoſed next after God 
my confidence in ou Maieſty , to choke the flame of cruell 
Enuy, wherewit 


you ſee me aſſayled, and( as it were) ſtill > 


ſmoking. I attended to implore your name , to challenge your , 


power, and to haue you for witneſſe of my fidelity , vnwor- 


thily treated by ſlaunder; and now I haue you for an ardent ac- > 
cuſer, and a moſt ſeuere iudge, nay which is more, an incenſed , 


Father. You haue cauſed me to be taken (as it were) from the 


table of afcaſt by you prepared for cogratulatign of my recurne ; 


you 


The Lady. 
5 heve made nab ep _—_ ez to be bound, and 

» ferrered Ne 4 yally-flaue ſt the ruſtification of my 
„ ations nay not — of yours ; and that in 
fetkitig to defend mine one intocency, I be not enforced to 

” accuſe the error Way Pulte; , Which is to me one of the grea- 
2» teſt punithmerits | can ſuffer Notwithſtanding fince y ou com- 
„und! — ok z notthar, in —— ——— 
?? affairesareariued, 1 hope of any thing eyther by my dif- 

„ courſe , ot ſilence: but ha what m. 2 — nro your 
„ cares thelaſt yoyce ot my For did my org demaund- 
no ITED | would giue it them 


* 8 — be Ka to ten —.— 
Maicſty ; v6 heare 
„ Words, 7 Pha toy ! 
2 25 


backs ow Clitar) ir ve 

3» time — the — — your wife, & our Step- mother 
4 — Socke eee 
555 peers 


82 


ene, ſhe — Brother, and me, "beſeching 
I = Chalt I6ues; and inteleble Faith ofyour murizge, to be 
” 2 vs both Father * 


We wwere then v am ige; wherein we could net ( ns get) 
?7 either frele, . — 8 „ fei 
5 . 


eee = 


bros, i vp 252 et, ng vn the courſe 
BA — — im £pme to in age capable to bæart 
o tr opa yotrany thing at chat tyme in the 


would 
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world more deere vnto you, then your Herminęild ? Dignities 5 
were for him, tor him Empires, warres were made by him, and 
peace concluded in his name. Hermingildus was the obiect of - 
your thoughts, the entertaynment ot your diſcourſe, the con- »9 
tenement of your hart. 1 
Your Maieſty then reſolued to marry me, although very 
youngʒ you found out for me a Wife, daughter of a King, filter oi 2% 
a King, niece of 2 King, but ſuch a one as by her vertues ſurpal- , 
led all titles of Kingdomes. Ah poore mayd , who would haue 
ſayd then, that thou walt reſerued to be the ſubiect oſſo lamen- 
table a Tragedy! 1 was reputed the molt happy man of the 33 
world, ſince for me were borne, ſo many ſingular vertues, and 
perfeions admired by all men. I mult cogteiſe 1 loued this 4 
Princeſle , not ſo much by the wayes of an ordinary louc, aza 23 
certaine admiration of her vertues. For | haue receiued the faith, 
by her piety , her example, and her doctrine; holding in her 
foule the ranke of a husband, a diſciple, and (as it were) of her 2 
owne Sonne. * 
Thereupon Goizintha began to poſſeſſe your hart, and to 
ayne ſupereminence in your affaires; ſo chaunging your Will 
by her ordinary practiſes, that ſhe hath turned all your auncient 5 
fauours into dildaine , your contidence into ſuſpicion, your te- 
ſolution into diſturbance ;z and — mild temper into com- 
maund. This woman hath ſo perſecuted me, that in your Court > 
I neither enioyed watchings. reſt, recreation, nor affaires wit h- 
out daunget. But | haue willingly paſſed vnder ſilence, all that, 
which touched mine o ne perſon, vntill ſhe fell vpon an acti- 2? 
on ſo barbarous, which were ſufficient to iuſtify the Scichyans, „ 
and Tartars. I haue no words to ſpeake it, having ſo much ſor- 
row to feele it: inough is ſaid , when there hath been ſeene a 
daughter of ſo many Kings trampled vnder the foote of a wo- 5 
man, (whoſe birth I will not reproach, becauſe indeed 1 well 
know it not, a Princeſſe moſt innocent beaten euen to bloud ? 
by a Mother- in-law ; a Lady repleniſhed with honour, diſa- 55 
rayed of her garments, by vnworthy ſeruants, and plunged by 
little & little into a poole in a cold ſeaſon, to conſummate a ma- 
tyrdome, ſuck as the auncient T irants newer inuented any more 5 
cruell tot women, contentiug themſelues to impoſe oftentimes ; 5 


Fit only |, 


only nakedneſſe for a puniſhment. 


, hncerity of my intentions, and oft 
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Had I reuenged my ſelte of ſuch inhumanity with ſword, 
and fire, no man could haue thought my proceedings iniuſt, 
nor my thoughts vnteaſonable: notwithſtanding I have ende- 
uoured ſtil to cure my ſelſe, by the remedy mpſt ordinary with 
me, which was Patience. I in filence retyred vnto a Citty 
which your Maieſty gaue me for Liuelyhood ; refolued there 
peaceably to palle my dayes with my wife, whilit we beheld 
the face of this Court ſo aduerſe to our hopes. 

Bur your Goizintha, as if we had committed a great ſinne 
in not ẽduring her to chruſt a ſword through our thi cates, hath 
ſounded an Alarme in your pallace, & afterward in all the pro- 
uince, declaring me an enemy to the Country, « viurpei otthe 
Crowne of my Father, a Parricide, a Creature excomunicate, 
and adding thereunto words much more injurious againſt me, 
and my wie. 

For my part (Syr) I wiſh you had rather harkened to our 


inocency. inan ſetued her paſſion; all then had ſucceded better. 


But after ſtrange leuyes were made, you came thundring v- 
pon Sexi!l, to beſiege me with a huge Army, ſo that you ſeemed 
to ſtirreall the Elements againſt me. | confeſle it, I then follo- 
wed the inſtinct, which God giueth Creatures euen the moſt 
bruitiſh, to defend their owne Family, and Fortune. I rooke 
at mes, not to offend you, but to ſafeguard my ſelte, & my wite 
againſt rhe furles of a Stepmother, w ho makes vſe of al arrow es 
for our ruine 

Vet ſeeing my armes reduced to that point, that I had no 
meanes to eſcape without giuing Battell, w hich muſt nece ſſa- 
rily be Fatall to both parts, I renounced for your ſake the la- 
wes ot Nature, & am come to fender my ſelſe vp to your diſ- 


cretion. I call to witneſſe the Aulcars, holy fire, and the Angel- 


guardians, which haue ſeene me —— before them, of the 
e teares I haue ſhed for you, 
having not leaſute then to be moane my felfe . 

Atterward your Maieſty ſent my Brother ynto me to giue 
me aſſurance of your loue; vou called me forth; 1 am come ,'1 
haue ſuppliantiy intreared , you haue receiued me. I pfoſtrated 
my leite at your feer, you haue rayſed me with fo many faueurs 
| and 
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and ſo many token; of good will, that I could require no more 
for my ſafety. I azke,who hath chaunged your atfetion, Who 
hath tarniſhed our ioyes , and withered the oliues ot peace, but », 
ſhe, who being not able to ruine me with weapõ in tad, ſeekes, 
to haue my bloud by forme of luſtice ? p 
Behold my Accuſation , and Crime; behold all that, which 2 
hath made me to be clothed with ſackcloth & chayned with „ 
Ferrers ordained for Gally-Slaues. 

The Father who was of an ardent Spiritinterrupteth him 
heereupon, and demaundeth where his wife was ? whether he 
had not ſent her into Afrique, to paſſe from thence to Conftan- 
tinople ? Che Prince auſwered, he had only proiected this in 
his mind, not for any other purpoſe , but to adviſe ypon the ſa- 
fery of her petſon, not knowing as the how matters would (tad, 
and that accidents had taught him, he was wiſe inough ia his 
Counſels , bur leſſe happy then he imagined. 7 

The King inſiſteth, and interrogate th, whether he had 
not treated Alliance with the Emperour Tiberiw? He thereũto 
replyed, that he had neuer practiſed any other Correſpondece, 
but to draw from him ſome troupes for the defence of his life: & 
that ſo ſoone as he faw' ſome ouei ture of peace, he had diſmiſſed 
them; reſoluing to make no turther vſe ofthem. He.then was 
preſſed ypon diuers queſtions,to which he made moſt pertinẽt 
anſweres, ſhewing very euidently to the miſerable Father the 
colours, and pretexres , which they made vſe of to, ruine 
him, vnleſſe paſſion ſhould caſt a filme ouer his eyes. | 

la the end ſeing he could not conuince his ſonne to have 
— any _ » fiace the accord was made betweene the 
oth, he made a ſtrong ſally, and willed him freely ro anſwere 
one word vpon which he would groũd the whole proceedin 
to wir, whetherhe were not a Romane Catholique? That is it 5 
(Syr) ſaith the Prince, which Lavow, which f publich, which 

I proteſt, For verily it is a Crime, which maketh the lucges 
become pale, & the offenders laugh. The accuſation whereof, 9» 
is a vow that all great ſoules ſhould proteſle, and the payne is a 
telicity , which Martyrs haue bought with their bloud. 1 wiſh 
to dye a hundred times, it it might be done, for the glory of 2? 
that goodly title; ſo farre is ĩt too little, with one mouth to c6- „ 

N FH fz fe lle 
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fefle the prayſes of God. Commaund it you pleaſe that my body 

be hewed, & cut in peices tor the ptoft ſſion of the Catholique 

faith, & then l ſhall haue as many mout hes, as wounds to pr aiſe 

„ my Sauiout, and all thoſe wounds ſhalbe as gates of bloud, to 
iue paſſage to my ſoule to the place, where it 1s expected by 

2) (o good Company . 

The Father ſayd thereupon, he was become a Foole and 
that no man hated life, but he who had ill employed it. The 
Sonne replyed the miſuſe had beene in Hereſy, of which he re- 
pented him. And at that inſtant, the Gard receiued commaund- 
ment, to recouay him to priſon, where he found himſchic fo co» 
forted with the vifitations of God, that finding with much at» 
ficulty meanes 10 fend alettet ro his deere lndegonds he rot to 
her iu this manner. 


Sect. 27. The Lerter of Hermingildas, ro his deare 
wife Indegondis : Ana his generous reſolution , 


* holy Miſtreſſe, from w home l haue receyued 
the faith, and true knowledge of God, I write 
$ theſe lines voto you, clothed with ſackcloth, and 
loaden with fetters in the bottom of a darke dun- 
9” geon, tos che defenct of that Religion, which you 
haue taught me. If I did not know by experience the inuinci - 
ble force of your hart, & the reſolution you practiſe in affaires, 
»» Which concerne the ſetuiet ot God , | had concealed my eſtate 
od — you, that I might not conſtriſtate obiecti ſenſible to Nas 
ure. 

2 But ( moſt deare wiſe ) you have a Forehead too noble to 
bluſh at the diſgrace of the Crutiſixe, and a Courage too well 
accomodared to refuſe the taking part in the liueries of the Sa- 

” uiourot the world. I proteſt vnto you vpon mine honour, I 

„ could neuer perſuade my ſelfe there» might be contentment to 
ſuffer that. which I tolerate , when your inocent mouth prea- 

ched vnto me the reward of ſuffering, where ich your body 

„had heetetofore bene gloriouſly coucred, Bur fince my im- 

* priſan ment j haue felt Conſolations of God ſo taſitull, that | cã· 
not chinke it poſſible to reliſh in che world any ocher ty 
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&f Paradiſe, You are notignorant , that my fe, and conucr- 5 
ſation which hath beent ſv long time plunged inerrour, and 
Vanity , deſerued not thete benctits: but your moſt pure hands, 
which you ſo often haue liſted vp before Aultars for my falua- 7 
tion, haue obreyned that for me which much tranſcended my „ 
merit, and all my hopes. 

The King my Father hath beene pleaſed to heare me, and 2? 
haue pleaded my cauſe in ſettens with ſo great aſliſtauce from , 
the Heauenly goodneſle , hat I iuftificd my ſeiſe in all charges 
obiected —— ; and haue put the matter into ſuch a Con- 
dition, that I am uo further accuſed as a I hiefe, & Homicide, „ 
but as a Catbolique. 44 

| ſpeedily expect my ſentence, and do not thinke | am put 
into the State wherein | am to ſaue my lite ; but i vndoubted- 25 
ly balieue this wilbe the laſt letter you ſhall receyue from my, 
hand. I earneſtly beſeech your Loyall hart, that as in this actiõ, 
which ſhall cloſe vp my dayes, 1 intend to do nothing vn wor- 
thy —— — — act nothing vn worth of me; „ 
betraying the happines of my daath by te arts, which would be 
lictle honourable to the condition, hereunto God _ called ?? 
me. 1 put into the hands of the dinine prouidence you, & zz 
your little Hermingildus , the only pledge of our holy loues. 

Be couragious (my deczeſt loue )andafter my death, tale 
the way of Conſtantinople; to render your ſeiſe at the Pallace 3) 
of the Emperour Tabemus, whois a good Prince, and moſt Ca-, 
tholique. i recomend ynto you my poore ſoule, as forthe body 
let that become ot it, which ſhall pleaſe my Father. If the al- 5 
teration of times , & affaires bring you backe into Spaine, there ,, 
to hold the rancke, which you deſerue, my athes will likewiſe 
reioyce, at the odour of your vertues . I hope my death ſhal not 27 
be vaprofitable, and that God will make vſe of it for the good 
of the kingdome z you know how many times I haue heard 
you ſay, that you would haue bought the ſaluation thezof with ?? 
your bloud ; you haue already in it employed one part, it is my „ 

turne to performe the reſt ypon a ſcaffold; or in hat place ſo. 
euer you are, I promiſe my ſelſe to be moſt particularly aſlifted ?? 
by your holy prayers. | 55 
| The good Princeſſe d this letter, with the newes 
Fitf z of * 
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ot his death, as we will preſently tell you : but in this ſpace of 
time, Recaredws the younger brother of Hermingildus , extremely 
aillicted , that hauing beene a mediatour ot this counterteice 
peace, he ſaw it end in ſo deplorable a Tragedy, haſteneth to 
caithimſelfe at the feete of his Father;beſeechinghim with infi- 
nite aboundance of teares , and lamentations , either to giue 
him the ſtroake of death, with his owne hand, or ſaue the life 

ot his brother. The Father replyed. 
He was a Furious fellow, and a traytor to his Fortune, and 


that he ought to ſuffer iuſtice to be done, which would giue 


him a Crowne , That his brother well diſcouered himſelte an 

enemy to his Father, and the ſtate , fince he would hot for his 
ſake renounce only ſo much, as a phantaſy of Religion;that he 
was only queſtioned vpon this point, and that it he could pet- 
ſwade him to reaſon, he was ready to ſaue his life. Recaredis pre- 
pared himſelfe ſtrongly to gayne him, and asketh leaue to go 
to the Priſon, which was allowed him. 

The yong Prince ſeing his brother couered with ſackcloth , 
and bowed vnder tetters, was ſo amazed at this ſpe d acle, that 
he ſtood a long time mute , as a ſtatue y but in the end breaki 
filence witha deep ſigh: 4b Brother ( faith he) it is I, who haue 
betrayed you, it is I, who haue couered you with this fatall 
ſackcloth , | who haue bound , and fettered you with theſe 
cruell Chaines , made for ignominious ſlaues, not for your ino- 
cency. (Brother) behold my poynard , which 1 preſent vnto 
you, revenge your ſelfe ypon my guilty head. I haue beene 
culpable inough , in that I haue pr — good intentiõ 
ſo bad effects. | 

Hermingildu be holding him with a peacefull eye,anſwered: 


- ( Brother ) why do you : fflict your ſelfe? Full well do I know 


your inocency. What inocency'? ( replyed the other,) it not 
thinking thereon 1 be the cauſe of your death by my diſaſtrous 
Embaſſage ? But good brother ſince you are reduced to this ex- 
tremity, | beſeech you, forgoe the name of Catholique: or if 
that ſeeme vnwerthy ot your Conſtancy, diſſemble for ſome 
tymeand ontent the King my Father & yours, who requjrerh 


from you no other ſatisfaction The good Prince anſwered: Ah 
Brother! What haue you ſaid, you lately perſuaded me to an act 


of 
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of piety , at the perill ot my life, thinke not now to induce me 
8 although it ſhould concerne all the lives, and 
kingdoms of the world. Behold heer the time tor you to raigue 
and tor me to dye. | willingly dye for the honour I owe to my 
Religion , for which I gladly would ſuffer death a thouſand 
times, if it were pollible, I neither accuſe you, nor my Father, 
whome I more compaſſionate, then my ſelte, and 1 counſel! 
you to render him all the duties of piety in the d<crepithefle of 
age, whereinto he is centred. 


As tor our Step mother, I pray you rather to endure her + 


Nature, then reuenge my death. Ic is the worke of God to take 
knowledge of iniuries, and for ys to beate them. When my ſoule 
ſhal leaue this miſcrable body, it thall ceaſeleſly pray tor you; & 
I hope (molt deere Brother) you in the end Will renounce this 
poore liberty, which entertaineth you inthe ſect ofthe Arrians: 
and if dying- men vſe to diuine, I fortel], that being converted 
to the faith, you ſhall lay foundations of Catholicke religion in 
al this Kingdome, which I am about to moiſten with my bloud. 
Recare dis vſed all the intteaties he could deuile , neuer being 
able to ſhake the Conſtancy ot his brother: which much offen- 
ded King Leaigildw, and tranſported him into te ſolutions very 
bloudy. Notwithſtanding , thoſe who might yer ſpeake vnto 
him with ſome liberty, couniclled him to precipirate nothing 
in an affayre of ſo great conſequence ; ſaying there was no apa- 
rence that Hermingili a had vndertaken any plot againſt the life, 
and ſtate of his Father, ſince he came ſo freely to preſent him- 
ſelfe ypon his bare word; that thoſe who find themſelues guilty 
vie to come to burne themſclues , as butterflyes at the candle. 
That his countenance at this enteruiew was too ſweet , his 
ſpeach too proper, his deportments too candide , to couer ſo 
blacke a miſchiefe : and as tor change of Set, it was no woun- 
der, if the King hauing giuen him a Catholique wife, he had 
taken that religion with his Loueʒ that it was a Complement of 
a Louer, which age would bend, experience ſweeten, and pru- 
dence in the end deface : that he had at that time more need of a 
DoRour , the an executioner , fiance the apprehenſions of God 
were diſtilled into the hart by the help ot he tongues , & not 

the dint of {words. | ls . 
Sect. 21. 
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Sect. 28. The Death of HERMINGILDVS. 


mea H E faction of Geiziaths tranſported beyond all 
NY conſiderations, ceafed not to ſound in the eares of 
xr the King. that Hernungildus was not an effcnder, 
whole power was to be neglected ; I hat bis 
SS crime was not ſuch 2» that it might promiſe him 
impuuityʒ that the lawes of the Countrey had never tolerated 
{uch practifies; that he had violated right both diuine, and hu- 
man, becomming a ſugitiue from his Countrey, an Apoſtata in 
his religion, a rebell to the power of his Father; in tuch ſort, 
that to tender his wound incurable, he had chaunged all leni- 
tiues into poiſon, I hat he had teuied armes againit his Sous 
raigne without regard of his age, his name, the Maieſty of the 
K ingdome, & the voice of Nature, and that there was | 
but the deſpaite of his affayres,w hich had taken them out of his 
hands. T hat he had carr with the enemies of the 
State, to whome he was become an aſſiſtant, and companion : 
and now to make himſelſe a: to defend à Crime, as 
bold ta execute it, he caſt all rhe ſault of his Conſpuatics v 
the Queene his Mother - in-law, and the marriage of his Fa 


ſhe wing himſelfe ſo inſolent in bis miſery, that there was no- 
thing to be expected, but tyranny from his 


ſpericy : that it 
ty, to ſeo ke to re- 


was tobe extremely arrogant cuen to 8 


teine a chymcra of piety, contrary to the wilt of his Father: and 
that neuet would he be ſo conſtant in his ſuperſtition, if he 


had not leagued all rhe intereſts of bis Fortune, with the Catho - 
lickes, enemies of the Kingdome: That if order were not taken 
therein, they would be heereaſter depriued of the power to de- 
libexate on is, hen they hau giuen him all che meanes to exe · 
cute it, | 1 | | 


The Creduliry: of the wvriforrinine Father was fo ſrongly | 


aſſaulted by theſe drſcourſes;rhathe reſolued to go bey ond him 
ſelfe : ſo tha on antght; which was Baſter cue, he'difpatehed 
@maAlcngente the: priſqie irh am Excoinioner: , 16 lev Hith 
know, he was ſpeedily to make his reſolution, rewhduſbeyther 
2 B: 2 like, 
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life, and Scepter by returning to the Religion ofthe Arrians; or 
death by perſiiting in the Catholike : I hat he had a ſword, and 
a Crowne before his eyes, the one tor glory, the other for pu- 
niſhment, the choyce of eyther was reterred to himſe ite. 

H ermigildas made anſwere, he had already ſutficienly mani- 
feſted his determination ypon this Article; that he would ra- 
ther dye a thouſand deathes , then euer ſeparate himſelte from 
the Religion, which he had imbraced with all reaſon , and tull 
conſideration. The Commiſſary replyed. The King your Fa- 
ther hath giuen me in charge that in caie of retuſall ] ſhould pro- 
ceede to execution of the ſentence decreed againſt you. What ? 
faith Hermmgildu He hath condemned you by cxpreſle ſen- 
tence, (ſaith the other) to haue your head cut oft in this ſame 
priſon, where you are. Wherupon the holy man fell on his knees 
to the earth, and ſaid. 

My God, my Lord. I yield you immortall thankes, that hauing 

iuen me by the meanes of my Father, a frayle, brittle, and mi- 
able life, common vnto me with flyes , and antes; you now 
affoard me on this day by theſe ſentences , a life noble, happy, 
glorious to all eternity. Then rifing vpagaine, he requeſted the 
Commiſſary he would by his good fauour ſuffer a Catholicke 
Prieſt to come to him, to heare his Conſeſſion, and diſpoſe him 
to death. He anſwered, it was expreſly forbidden by the King 
his Father, but it he would an Arrian Biſhop, he ſhould haue 
one at his pleaſure. No (ſaith he) forl haue deteſted, yea and do 
ſill abhorre Arrianiſme, euen tothe death: and fince my Fa- 
thet denyeth me a fauour , which ordinarily is graunted to 
the guilty, I will dye hauing no other witneſſe, but that of my 
Conſcience. 

W hich hauing ſayd, he kneeled downe _ „ and made 
tis Confeſhon to God, praying very long for his Father, his 
Stepmother, all his enemyes,and pronouncing alſo at his death - 
the name of his deare Indegondis , to home he profeſſed him- 
ſelfe bound with incomparable obligations. T hen afrerward 
hauing recommended his ſoule to God. vnder the protection of 


the moſt holy Virgin, good Angell, and all the Saintes, he ſtret- 
che d our his — to — Gen 
one blow of an Axe. 


executioner, Which was cut off with 
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So many ſtarres, as at that inſtant ſhined in Heauen, in the 
dead filence of che night, were io many eyes open ouer the 
bloudy ſacrifice of this moit innocent Prince, from whome a 
wretched Father rooke away, by the hand of a Hangman, the 
lite which he gaue him Had his condition bin capable ot teares 
euen Tygers themſelues would haue deplored him, ſeing fo 
much piety, ſuch faith, ſo much noodnefe , ſuch worth ecl p- 
ſed in a bloud ſo precious, in an age ſo flouriſhing, in a fortune 10 
repleniſhed with hope. 

Thenewes of his death haſtened to find out Indegondis, who 
wa yet in Africa, where ſhe aſſo receiued the laſt letter, which 
her husband wrote to her out of priſon. . 

The ſeruants that were about her perſon beganne to make 
hideous lamentations, as if they themſclues had been condem- 
ned to death, Bur the couragious Indegonds, killing the letter of 
her deere husband, then opening it with fingulas reuerence, & 
reading the laſt words, which he (as it were) had ſteeped in his 
bloud; ſhe cryed out: Alas! Generous , and faithtull hart! you 
haue done all that, which a good man might: you haue manful- 
ly fought, you are happily arriued at the Crowne. Nothing 
can be deſired in you, but the imitation of your Conſtancy. 

Seruants, why do you weepe ? This is the very day, wher- 
in lama Queene, and when I eſteeme my ſelfe thelnolt trium- 
phant woman in the world, hauing my husband a Martyr in 
Heauen. Giue me roſes, & — that I may crown 
his Image, and honour at the leaſt with theſe teſtimonies, a 
Soule, which hath left vnto vs, ſuch ſweet odours of his ver- 
tues. 

She had with her, her little Hermingildw, almoſt dead with 
the weariſomneſle of trauell on the way, which indeed had 
been ſomewhat vneaſy for the tenderneſſe of his age. The mo- 
ther beholding him. | 

Go my Sonne, (faith ſhe) follow your good Father: God 
hath giuen you a fauour in your Cradle, that he doth not to all 
Children, which is to be baniſhed for the faith, and to take part 
in the Martyrdome of him , who begot you. Go little innocent, 
and reioyce with others before the Aultar of the, Lambe: your 
mother ſhall not long ſtay behind you. 15 
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The Child dyed ſhortly atter, and the good Princeſſe, ha- . — 
uing fora long time combatted in a braue manner againtt the was fas 
apprehenſions of Nature , powred forth on a ſuddaine thicke priſoner 
{obbes, and a mayne tyde of teares, which diſtilled from her to the 
eyes againſt her will, whereupon ſhe mildly ſayd: Empc- 

Alas! my teares ; what fiinefle can you ind to bemoane a . 
Martyr? My God, it is done; the Father and the Sonne are al- fy 
ready at reſt, there remayneth nothing, but to take the mother. — 
Behold two parts of the world, Furope & Africke, which | haue ground. 
filled with my miſeries . It you will that I yet paſſe into Aſia, 
your Will be done. But if l no longer be ought, but an vnproti- 
tabie burthen to the Farth, what doe I heere ? I haue ſpun our 
all the web, which you gaue me; I haue ended all the hopes of 
the world; why ſtay you (O my God) to receiue my ſoule, 
which1 beate on my lipps ? 

She was heard ; For in few dayes being all waſted with 
loue, trauell, and deſires, after an exemplar . , ſhe tound 
her Tombein Africke. 

What ſhall I ſay heere, and what ſhall 1 doe to ſhur vp this 
diſcourſe? we haue all certaine naturall ſoftnefles in the bottom 
of our Soules, and ſome humane appre henſions which alter the 
force of our iudgement . My pen cannot almoſt paſſe ouer this 
hiſtory, and not commixe the waters of myne eyes, with mine 
Inke; and perhapps alſo (j ou my reader) cannot peruſe it with- 
out compatiion. Ii ſeementh vnto you theſe chait Loues of Her- 
m:ngildw, and Indi gondi are too vnhappy, that ſuch vertues are 
cruelly handled, that ſuch noble Couiages haue met with a 
Fortune ſiniſter, hideous, and peiſecutiue cuen to the Tombe. 
You would gladly fee theſe braue S piritts after ſo many tem- 
peſts, ſuch thunde i clapps and whirkewinds,arriued at a Port of 
Jome large temporal telicity. You would behold them with 
Crow nes on theit heads, with Sceprers in their bands, wirh 
Prouinces flouriſhing in ceuenc wes, with proſperiries perpern- 
ally ſmiling in their houſe, with Loues free trom diſturbance, 
defires "wy of denyails, aſſaytes without trouble, greatneſle 
withoyr chaunge, pleaſures without acerbity es, and a long po- 
ſterity fully laden ic honours, It grieues you, that this poore 
Prince hatl. paſse d away as a peat le parclied vp witlitightning 
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in his growth,or as an Eagle ſtrangled in the ſhell. ou be waile 
this young Princelse, that being borne in France ſhe dyed in 4 
fricks, ſeparated by the (word trom a husband, who loued her ſo 
tenderly, depriued ota Sonne, who gave ſo many good hopes; 
abandoned by all her allyes , but ſome poore waiting women, 
that buried het with ſorrow ſo full of pitty, that it was of pow er 
to mooue the monſters of 4fricke to Commileration. 

Ah, Ignorant that we ate ot the workes of God] perpetu- 
ally fixed to the earth, and de pt iued ot thoſe ſpai kes of tice, and 
light, which burne vndet the molt generous breaſts ! Let vs a 
lictle draw afide the curtaine , and ſee through ſo many clow ds 
one ſole ray of the Sanctuary · What iniuiy hath the Diuine pro- 
uidence done to Prince Hermingildu; it tor a Crowne, which 
is the W hethercocke of winds, it tor a >ceprer, which is the reed 
of the times, if tor a lite, which is the Harbinger of death, it af- 
foard him yercues , delights, and glories; which outſtrip the 
flight of our thoughts, which dry vp our mouthes, Which out- 
runne out defires, which ſurmount all our imaginations ? What 
iniury, it it make a Saint of him, whoſe name is couched in 
Marryrologes, whoſe memory liueth in writings, whoſe praiſe 
fournherh in mouthes, whoſc wordes are nought, bur honour, 
and workes , but bleſſings; whilſt his Step-mother Goizinibs 
dyes like a dogge, and is buried in the opprobry of her name? 
Whatiniury , it it haue ſo handled the matter, that his Father 
touched with a liuely repentance, hath iuſtified him as an inno- 
ceat , deplored him as a Sonne, inuoked as a Martyr ? If it hath 
ſanctiſ ed his ferters, conſecrated the rowre of his Priſon, rayſed 
vp his aſhes aboue all the Crownes of the Kings of Spayne? If 
it hath giuen him Aultars on earth, and a Diademe of Beatirude 
in Heauen ? Is it to haue deſpiſed his vertue, neglected his ſut- 
feriags,, diſobliged his Conſtancy, and fruſtrated his trauells? 
What would you God to haue done with the vertuous Indegon- 
du? A Queene, delicate, ambitious, coueruous, haughty, which 
had not ſpit but in gold, walked but on roſes , lowne ouer the 
heads of men, & purified in delights ? How many ſuch like are 
there, who haue defiled their names with reproach, wearied 
the earth with their importunities , aſtoniſhed poſterity with 
their deportments, & peopled Hell with their crimes? But this 
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Lady having been purified with the burning coles of tribula- 
tion, iſſued from the hands of God, as a Vellell of glory to make 
her luſtre reſplendent in the fight of all ages. 

(Ah Ladyes) who read this piece, and who many tymes 
flatrer your ſeſues, with the tytle of vertue in ſome perty tracks 
of deuotion, which haue nothing, but outward ſemblance x hat 
example of piety ſee you heere ? What mirrour ? what perfeRi- 
on? My eyes daale in beholding her actions, and my pen tailes 
in wryting her pray ſes. 

What a Courage ? That a young mayd not aboue fifteene, 
or ſixteene yeares of age, entreth into a kingdome with inten- 
tion to Conquer it for God, much other w iſe then the Ceſar: , 
who ſo many times haue deuoured it by ambition? What a pru- 
dence to tollerate the conuerſarion ofa Step- mother, w hilit ſhe 
medled not with her Religion? What liberty of Spirit, and 
what ſtrength of words to defend her faith, ſo ſoone, as ſhe law 
her ſelſe aſſayled in this vertue, which was mote deere vnto her 
then the apple of her eye? What patience to endure to be drag» 
ged along vpon the pauement by the haire? To be beaten euen 
to bloud f To be throwne into the river? To be vſed like the 
duſt of the earch for the honour of leſus Chriſt,not challenging 
any one, notcomplayning, not ſceming offended , nay not tel- 
ling her husbid (into whoſe boſome ſhe powred forth her moſt 
ſecret thoughts) the affront ſhe had recemed,for feare to breake 
peace, with a Creature, who deſerucd the hatred of all the 
world? What wiſedome, what grace, what eloquence vſed ſhe 
in the Conuerfion of her husband ? What Loue for his Soule , 
what zeale for his ſaluation , what care for his direction What 
authority to ſtop with a word the armyes of the Father , and 
Sonne inſtancly ready to encounter ? What reſignation of her 
owne will in his ſeparation from her husband? And what hatt 
of diamond againſt a thouſand ſtrokes of dolours, to take thik- 
full a death ſo bloudy, ſo tragicall, ſo pittyfull ? To ſee her ſelſe 
at an inſtant bereaued ofa Sonne, and a Husband, and of all 
things in the world,offering vp vnto God in all her affliions, 
obedience of her hart, prayers of her lyps, and victimes of all 
the parts of her body? 

What triumph, when after her death, her brother · in- la 
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who had participated of her good iuſtructions, in conſideratiõ 
of her, and her husband, was abſolutely conuerted to the Ca- 
tholique faith ; changing the whole face of the kingdome, re- 
pealed the baniſhed, reſtored the Biſhops to their Seas, Religio 
into force, lawes into Authority, and the whole prouince into 

eace ? 

; W hat miracle to ſee the ſage Indegendi on the top of all her 
trophies, whereot ſhe tendereth homage to God, in the gloty 
of Saints no ought we heere to render to her the offerings of 
our moſt humble Seruices ? 

Behold heere the limits , which I propoſed to my ſelfe to 
giue an end at laſt to theſe Hiſtories , hauing thought it more 
fir, and tutable to my employments, to abbreuiate my ſelfe in 
theſe ſoure models, then vnboundedly enlarge the; yea it hath 
beene ſomewhar difficult with me to make a Reſolution, for 
putting forth this ſecõd volume among the dutyes of our ordi- 
nary functions, being thereunto ſollicited by intzeatyes, Which 
held ( as it were) the place of Commaunds . | 

And I may well ſay , I were ſtupid , and vngratefull, if I 
ſhould not confeſſe to haue beene much excited to proſecute 
this labour by the Honourable invitations , which my Lord 
Biſhop of Bellay hath vſed towards me in his workes . I cannot 
ſet too high a price ypon his recommendation in ſuch a ſubieR. 
For he is verily one of the moſt able, and flouriſhing Spirits, 
that ever handled a pen . To ſee the number of his books, one 
might ſay, he began to write ſo ſoone as to liue;and to conſider 
their worth, it is a wonder, how ſo many graces, and beautyes 
which other atteyne not but with much | na increaſed with 
him, as in a ſoyle natural for eloquence . If there be any ſlight 
diſcourſers, who amuſe themſelues to argue vpon ſome words 
of his writings, it i not a matter vnuſuall, ſeing w e are now in 
an age, where there are ſome who reuĩue the example of thoſe 
cortupted Grecians, that preferred a ſauſt made by the Cooke 

Mithec u, before the diuine workes of Phidias; 
If this Piece haue giuen you any Contentment, take the 
-paines to read it over agains ſometimes at your leaſure , taſting 

the Maxime therein with an vtility worthy otits ſubiect. 

Fot belieue me; the precipmation*ndW adayes vſed in 
E 442 ſlightly 
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flightly running ouer all ſorts of books, cauſeth a certaine in- 
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digeſtion in the mind, Where with it is rather choked , then 
nanouriſhed. Reading is neuer good, if the ynderſtanding take not 
5 vpon it ſome ouerture to negotiate by its meditation, and in- 
» duſtry, that which concerneth the health, and ornament therof, 
r 

4 

F 


To the King of Ages, immortal], and inuiſible; to 
| God alone be honour, and glory ginen for euer, aud 
| m— es; oC - 
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Gentle Reader, 


TE fanlces which hane eſcaped in prin- 
ting (by fealſon of, imptyying ede 
heerein, not skill full of our Language ) I hope 


are not very many, nor yet ſuch, as may not caſi- 
ly be corrected, by thy iudicious Reading. 


